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WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION

DEPUTY COMMISSIONERS APPOINTED

The War Damage Commission announces the appointment of sixteen

Deputy Commissioners; four for London and one for each of the

Commission’s Regions, including Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland.

The appointments are as follows:-

Region No. 1 (NORTHERN: Northumberland, Durham, Yorkshire, Wm. Milburn, B.Sc.,
North Riding) F.R.I.B.A., F.S.I.

2 (NORTH EASTERN: Yorkshire, East & West Arthur Hollis, F.S.I.,

Ridings) F.A.I.

3 (NORTH MIDLAND: Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, T.Cecil Howitt, D.S.O.,

Rutland, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire, F.R.I.B.A.

Northamptonshire)

4 (EASTERN:Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridge, Hunts, J.E.Bidwell, P.P.S.1.,

Beds, Herts, Essex) F.L.A.S.

5A (LONDON, North East) Sir Edwin Cooper, R.A.

5B (LONDON, North West) H.Arthur Steward,
P.P.S.I.

5C (LONDON, South East) W.Wallace Withers, F.A.I.

5D (LONDON, South West) E. Vincent Harris, O.B.E.,

A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A.

6 (SOUTHERN: Bucks, Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Alan Arnold, P.P.S.I.

Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight)

7 (SOUTH WESTERN:Gloucester, Wiltshire, J.Ralph Edwards,

Somerset, Devonshire, Cornwall, Scilly Isles) A.R.W.A., F.R.I.B.A.

8 (WALES) Arthur Lloyd Thomas,

M.B.E., F.S.I. ,F.A.I.

9 (MIDLAND: Salop, Hereford, Worcestershire, E.Guy Bigwood, F.S.I.,

Warwickshire, Staffordshire) F.A.I.

10 (NORTH WESTERN:Cheshire, Lancashire, J.F.Linney, P.A.I.,

Westmorland, Cumberland) F.S.I.

11 (SCOTLAND ) James Barr, F.S.I.

12 (SOUTH EASTERN:Sussex, Surrey & Kent) Christopher Chart, F.S.I.,
L.R.I.B.A.

13 (NORTHERN IRELAND) J.K.Stephens, F.S.I.

The Deputy Commissioners, who are all practising architects, chartered

surveyors or estate agents of the highest standing in their particular

Regions, will advise the Commission on technical masters arising in the

Region, particularly on those quasi-judicial issues affecting the interests

of individuals which arise under the provisions of the War Damage Act.
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The Deputy Commissioners will not be concerned with the administration of the

Commission’s Regional organisation, but will advise on matters referred to

them by the Commission and report direct to the Commission itself.

The appointments have been made after consultation with the President of

the Royal Academy, the Presidents of the Royal Institute of British Architects,
the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution and the Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’
Institute. Included among those appointed are a Royal Academician and an

Associate of the Royal Academy, two members and an ex-member of the Council of

the Royal Institute of British Architects, three past Presidents, the

Vice-President and two members of the Council of the Chartered Surveyors'
Institution, and the President, two Vice-Presidents and a member of the Council

of the Auctioneers’ and Estate Agents’ Institute.
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Note: Some unofficial notes dealing with the reasons for these

appointments are appended.

The following unofficial notes

are provided for such use as the

Press desires to make of them

The appointment by the War Damage Commission of these Deputy Commissioners,
drawn from practising architects, chartered surveyors or estate agents of the

highest repute in their respective areas, owes its origin to a suggestion made

by the Chancellor of the Exchequer when the War Damage Bill was before

Parliament.

Attention had been drawn to the fact that many functions of a quasi-judicial
character were being placed upon the Commission, the solution of which, in

consequence of the large number of such issues, would necessarily be delegated
to the Commission's officers. Apprehension was expressed lest the Commission’s

administration would tend to be too bureaucratic. To meet this fear the

suggestion was made that there should be appointed in each Region a person of

”standing and repute” under the title of a Deputy Commissioner, who would be

able to investigate on behalf of the Commission cases in which private persons

might be aggrieved at the decisions of the Commission’s officers.

The Commission has developed this idea in the present appointments. The

usefulness of the Deputy Commissioner will clearly be greatly enhanced by the

fact that he will have the highest technical qualifications and that, by reason

of his position and standing, his advice to the Commission not only on disputes
between its officers and claimants, but on broad issues arising out of the

administration of the Act, wall be generally accepted as authoritative.

The standing in their respective professions of the Deputy Commissioners

is a sufficient guarantee that, retaining though they will their private

practice, any possibility of a conflict of duty in an attempt to serve two

masters - a client and the Commission - will be precluded. No Deputy
Commissioner will be asked, to advise the Commission on a case in which he is

professionally engaged. On the other hand, it is obvious that the work laid

upon the War Damage Commission can only be carried out by a real co-operation

between the Commission and those who will, in fact, take a leading part

professionally in the rebuilding of Britain. It is an important step towards

this desirable end that so many of those at the top of the chief professions

concerned have been willing, at some considerable personal sacrifice, to

assist the Commission in the capacity of Deputy Commissioners.
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