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POST EARLY FOR CHRISTMAS!

Postal arrangements for next Christmas are being actively considered by
the authorities at St. Martins-le-Grand.

The latest date for the receipt of mail for Christmas Day delivery has

been tenatively fixed and estimates of anticipated traffic have been made.

Clothing coupons are likely to have considerable effect on packet postings
for there will be but few gifts of gloves, socks and ties which in normal times

pour into post offices in tens of thousands at Christmas.

Dates for postings to H.M. Forces on foreign service are also being

considered, but with new countries coming into the active war zone nothing
definite can be fixed so far in advance.

Under a recent Paper Restriction Order Christmas cards and calendars must

now be made in a small size only. The handling of millions of cards of

uniform shape instead of a dozen different sizes, many of them too large to

pass through the stamp cancelling machines, will afford much relief to sorting
staffs during the period of the heavy Christmas postal pressure.

General Post Office. M.o.I.1.

HUNDRED MILLION PEOPLE ASK THE TIME

Since the introduction of the Speaking Clock in July, 1936, a hundred
million people have listened to the Golden Voice Girl announce the correct time.

Just over 74,000,000 of these calls have been made in the London area.

There is no period in the whole twenty-four hours when someone is not

ringing up to find out the time. General. Post Office. M.o.I.2.

TELEPHONE GIRLS MAKE POPULAR BRIDES

Cupid is busy among the ranks of London Post Office girl telephonists.

Every week at least a score get married but more than half of them return

after the honeymoon to their work at the switchboard.

But Cupid is not as busy as he was a year ago when London Post Office girl
telephonists married at the rate of 50 a week, or 2,500 a year.

Before the war the marriage rate touched its peak at Easter and in June.

It reaches its height just before large numbers of troops leave for

service overseas. General Post Office. M.o.I.3.

MYSTERY VOICE OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA

While the mystery voice disturbs the Deutschlandsender, the Gestapo are

hunting for the illegal Czech transmitter Na Zdar, but it works on. Last week

it stated amongst other things that three directors of the Melantrich trust

have been denounced, arrested and put into concentration camps. Melantrich is

the biggest printing works in Czechoslovakia where a number of daily and weekly
papers, including "Ceske Slovo,” are printed. The vacated posts have been

filled by CzechQuislings. In another recent transmission Radio Na Zdar stated

that another 56 Czech schools had been closed down.

From "Die Zeitung" the anti-Nazi German newspaper published in London. M.o.I.4.
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NAZI PERSECUTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH

The religious situation in various parts of Europe under Nazi domination is

as follows:-

Germany - It is clear that in spite of the new idea in Nazi propaganda of

the European crusade against Bolshevism the Church is being persecuted as

vigorously as ever.

The ultimate goal of government policy is to be seen in its attitude in the

newly acquired regions, e.g. in Posen. There the Church has been forbidden to

communicate with other churches in the Reich, collections have been forbidden and

the women’s and youth organisations disbanded. The Y.M.C.A.'s in Berlin and Bremen

are closed.

The Church is showing signs of real vitality in the face of this opposition.
Pastors report that their help is greatly sought by those who have been looked on

as outsiders. The Roman Catholic Church (which has lost several more of its great

monasteries) is standing up bravely, and many monks and nuns are reported to keep
their vows in the new conditions by accepting work in factories and offices, and

doing evangelistic work among their fellow workers.

It is thought that before long pastors will have to work for five days a

week and will have to confine their pastoral work to the Saturday and Sunday.

France - "The European Crusade” has not made a deep impression in France,
where anti-Vichy sentiment remains strong. In Paris, pastors preach sermons which

are clearly anti-Nazi. So far they have not beeninterfered with.

Holland - The tension between the Nazis and the sturdy Dutch, who refuse

to accept their ideology, is daily increasing.

The pressure in cultural and religious matters is
very strong, but in spite

of the propaganda matter compulsorily carried in the newspapers, the public is well

informed since nearly everybody listens to the B.B.C.

CE cumenical Movements (especially the Youth Commission) have been forbidden,

as well as the Christian Committee for Non-Aryan refugees, which was never so much

needed as now
,

when measures against Jews are daily being put into practice.

The Church is expecting pressure to concentrate on (a) its philanthropic

work, (b) its publishing activities, (c) its confessional schools - but it is thought

that the Church will stand out bravely in these matters just as it has done on the

Jewish question. Ministry of Information M.o.I. 5
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