
NOT FOR PUBLICATION BEFORE 4 P.M.
30/8/41 - No. 12

THOUSANDS OF NURSES NAMED

HOSPITAL WORK AS NATIONAL SERVICE

Thousands more nurses are still required if the resources of Britain’s

hospitals are to he fully mobilised to meet all possible demands, stated

Miss Florence Horsbrugh, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Health,
at Birmingham today.

Miss Horsbrugh, who presented proficiency Red Stars and letters of

commendation to nursing auxiliaries of the Civil Nursing Reserve in the

Midland Region who have given a year’s satisfactory service, said that there

are now over 100,000 registered members in the Reserve, of whom 75,000 are

nursing auxiliaries. Many of these have, however, enrolled only for part-

time work or work near their own homes.

"Nurses have risen nobly to a great occasion," Miss Horsbrugh added,
"And the members of the Civil Nursing Reserve have helped to carry Britain

through two long winters and heavy air raids. They have helped to nurse

and restore to health not only wounded sailors, soldiers, and airmen, but

also civilians who have been the victims of air attacks. They have nursed

the sick, men, women and children, as well as the casualties, military and

civil.

"Though the response has been great, we still want several thousand more

nurses - and we want them now. The shortage is particularly acute in

hospitals for infectious diseases and sanatoria, where the patients require
as skilled nursing as in any hospital.

"At this time of the year the incidence of illness is at its lowest,
and little more than half of the hospital beds-in the country are occupied.
But Autumn and Winter are ahead. Whatever precautions are taken, it is

inevitable that disease will become more prevalent and the call for nursing
increase. We want to have the nurses now, and to train them to meet these

demands. We must staff up the hospitals now.

"The nurse, like the soldier or the sailor, must be at her post ready to

face the heavy calls that may come at any time. She must often stand on

guard, even though waiting may be tedious. And just as members of the Forces

must go wherever they are sent, so we want new recruits to go to whatever post

requires than.

"Young women between 18 and 30 who want to combine war-work with the

opportunity of training for a career cannot do better than enrol as student

nurses. Many nursing auxiliaries have found their work so interesting that

they have decided to become student nurses. They have been given every

encouragement to do so. We are often told that there is no war work for the

over forties, but we are recruiting women up to 55 to train as nursing

auxiliaries".

Referring to the further recognition already accorded to nursing, Miss

Horsbrugh mentioned that the Ministry of Health is now holding discussions

with interested organisations on the question of forming a committee to draw

up national salary scales.

She appealed to all who were interested in nursing to apply without delay
to the Medical Officer of Health of their County or County Borough, or, if in

doubt about his address, to write to the Chief Nursing Officer of the Ministry

of Health.

Mss. Horsbrugh pointed out that nursing was one of the forms of national

service which women who register can take up. Nurses alone, however, could not

run a hospital, and the work of hospital domestic staffs was recognised by the

Ministry of Labour and National Service as of urgent national importance. Women

employed full-time in this work who register wouldnot, therefore,be called for

interview or be asked to transfer to other jobs. Women not already doing

essential work could on registering select hospital domestic work. She hoped that

women above the registration ages who could give even part-time help would not

hesitate to offer their services to hospitals either direct or through their

local Employment Exchanges, Miss Horsbrugh promised that badges would be given
to women who carry out household duties in hospitals. She said it might be some

time before thesebadges were available, owing to difficulties of manufacture.
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