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THE HON. A.W. FADDEM

A swift rise from the comparative obscurity of the back benches

to the limelight surrounding the Treasurer of the Commonwealth of Australia

has marked the political career of Arthur William Fadden. Four years ago

he was the junior member of the House; today he has behind him the record

of high and important positions culminating in the Acting Premiership

during Mr. Menzies' absence abroad early this year.

Mr. Fadden came into prominence when he repudiated the leadership
of Sir Earle Page of the Country party, of which he was a member, in 1939,
when the party leader broke with Mr. Menzies. A few months later, in

March 1940, the United Australia-Country Party Government was formed, and

Fadden was given his first ministerial post as Assistant Treasurer.

His capacity for logical thought and decisive action led to rapid

promotion. After the Canberra air disaster in August 1940, he was put in

charge of the Department of Air with full cabinet rank. Meanwhile, the

Country Party, faced with deadlock arising from inner dissension, turned to

him, and eventually made him its leader.

The elections of September 1940 raised Mr. Fadden still higher in

the political sphere. To him Mr. Menzies entrusted the full Treasury

portfolio and the handling of the heaviest budget ever introduced in the

Australian Parliament. His success in the administration of the Treasury -

to which he brought his training and experience as an accountant - led to

his being named Acting Prime Minister when Mr. Menzies left for London.

A Queenslander, 45 years of age, Mr. Fadden is personally popular
with all sections of the Australian public. While not regarded as a man of

brilliant intellect, his reputation for sound dealing, in commerce as in

politics, his passionate devotion to the cause of Britain, and his invariable

jovial manner have won for him the respect of all political parties, as well

as of the people of his country.
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