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THERE WILL BE NO RATIONING FOR MILK

DIRECTION FOR BEST USE

says Lord Woolton

Following is the speech delivered today at a luncheon in

Birmingham by The Minister of Food.

I should like to take the opportunity on my visit to Birmingham to say a

few words about the milk position.

I have observed in the Press that there has been some concern lest we

should find ourselves short of milk in the coming winter. This concern has been

increased by the fact that we have asked people to register for milk. This

action has been interpreted as a danger-sign whereas in fact it is nothing other

than a piece of foresight. At the moment there is plenty of liquid milk, but we

are looking to next winter.

Milk is one of the most vital of the national foods. But it is consumed

in varying quantities and we arc endeavouring, through registration, to obtain an

estimate of the probable amount that each town will require.

The supply position has been secure.

It is not possible either for the Minister of Agriculture or myself to

determine beforehand the amount of liquid milk that would be available during the

coming winter. Even the most patriotic of cows gives a varying yield, dependent

upon the amount and the quality of feedingstuffs that it gets; and since considerable

proportions of these feedingstuffs have to be imported into this country, the supply
of liquid milk must always share in the uncertainty that surrounds shipping that has

to run the gauntlet of enemy action.

We realised this months ago and since the beginning of this year my Ministry
has left no stone unturned to secure that we would have in reserve in the winter of

the third year of war, stocks of milk powder and of condensed milk sufficient to

supplement the supplies of liquid milk that we should get from our dairy herds.

We have done that.

The figures of milk consumption are very large and they are growing.

In the last pre-war year we consumed milk in this country at the rate of

70,000,000 gallons a month. I should like the public to keep that figure in its

mind. It represented a state of contentment. It was a figure at which we had

arrived as a result of considerable propaganda urging people to drink more milk.

We estimate that the amount of liquid milk available in the worst period of the

coming winter will be between 70,000,000 and 80,000,000 gallons; that is to say

it will be greater than the quantity we were consuming in pre-war years and it

should be, at any rate, within reasonable distance of the amount which was consumed

last December when consumption had risen to 78,000,000 gallons.

People are drinking more milk now than they were last December. During this

last summer we have with some difficulty been restricting the consumption of milk

in order that we might put some of it to reserve for the winter in the form of

condensed milk.

Still larger quantities of milk have come to us, and are on the way, in the

form of condensed milk from Canada and the United States, and from both those

countries and also from our Southern Dominions, we have been importing milk powder;
so that in toto we can look forward to our milk supplies with confidence.

The condensed milk and the milk powder that we have every expectation of

having available will be equal to 150,000,000 gallons of liquid milk, an amount

which spread ever the winter months will give us 25,000,000 gallons a month and

enough, all being well, to bring our total supply up to an average of the equivalent

of 100,000,000 gallons a month, an amount considerably in excess of the greatest

consumption of liquid milk that this country has ever known.

/There will



- 2 -

There will be no rationing for milk but there must be some direction given
in order to secure that these three forms of supply of milk are used to the best

national advantage.

You know that over a year ago I introduced a National Milk Scheme for

mothers and children under five in order to secure that this food that is so

essential during the years of growth should be made readily available to the people
who need it most.

I am told by the highest Medical Authorities that we must secure that milk

is so distributed that there shall be priority of supply, not only for nursing
mothers and children under five, but for children up to 17, invalids and for

people in hospitals.

These people have the first call. The Medical Profession so advises me.

Public opinion will, I am sure, support me in taking such a step.

I shall therefore arrange that expectant mothers and babies

up to five will continue to be able to get one pint a day;
that children up to 17 will have priority for 1/2-pint a day
in their homes, in addition to the amount they receive in

schools, and I hope that the authorities who control this

matter will secure that provision will be made for every

child at school to receive at leastl/3 pint a day. Invalids

according to their necessities will be able to obtain

quantities up to two pints a day; hospitals will enjoy a

priority for their needs.

It would not be safe for me to assume that we could give these priorities
and still go on with an unrestricted use of milk in its liquid form everywhere.
Last winter there were some parts of the country where children went short of milk.

We must control distribution more closely this year. That is why registration is

necessary.

I am therefore asking the Services to take much larger quantities of

condensed milk, which is particularly suitable for their use. We shall put a

ceiling on the quantities of liquid milk that can be supplied to Catering
Establishments of all classes. These concerns will be given condensed milk and

milk powder which they can use in their cooking.

Schools will use milk powder instead of liquid milk in the preparation of meals

in schools. We shall put on the market a milk powder in packet form so that it

can be used domestically for cooking purposes; and in addition there will be

ample quantities of condensed milk available to meet the reasonable needs of every

section of the people.

In order to help the dairyman and the public we will make an estimate each

month of the amount of milk that households may expect to obtain in the form of

liquid milk according to the size of their families, and since this amount will

vary according to the yields of the dairy herd at different weeks in the year, we

will release quantities of condensed milk to make up the balance.

This means we shall be able to advise the consumer and the dairyman of the

amount that can be given to each registered customer as the minimum amount, and we

recognise quite well that very many families will not take up the amount of that

minimum, and the dairyman will be free to sell his milk to his registered customers

without restriction or control. This is the difference between our plans and a

strict rationing scheme. Under a strict rationing scheme the retailer cannot sell

supplies which some of his registered customers occasionally do not need. Under

our milk scheme this is possible.

There must be no waste of milk. We are anxious that every available drop of

this vital foodstuff shall be consumed.

We estimate that in a family of six with two children under five, and two

under 17, 25 pints of liquid milk a week will be available excluding the amount

obtained in school. In a small family with one child under three, 11 pints of

liquid milk will be available per week. Two adults will probably get four pints
of liquid milk per week. In addition to all of these there will be supplies of

condensed milk which when the winter supply of liquid milk is at its lowest should be

equal to about a further three pints of liquid milk per family per week.
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These represent the minimum figures and I think they should assure

the public that all the necessary steps have been taken both to protect

supplies, and to take care that in spite of all disturbances of war our

milk position is secure. I believe that a Nation that can anticipate

supplies of milk for the 3rd winter of the War greater than it consumed

in the 2nd winter of the War will not complain, even though the adults

of the country may have to take part of their milk in some different form

from that to which they were accustomed in times of peace.

MINISTRY OF FOOD
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