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TOMAHAWK LANDED ON ONE WHEEL

A South African Tomahawk pilot provided a thrill for his fellow-pilots in

a Western Desert squadron when, a few days ago, he returned from a successful

engagement and discovered that the hydraulic system which lowers the under-

carriage of the aircraft had been hit and only one wheel would come down. For

nearly twenty minutes the pilot tried every trick he knew to jolt the wheel,
which was jammed, without being able to move it.

Eventually there was nothing for it but to attempt a landing. The

remainder of the squadron on duty tumbled out of the mess and tents to watch

the attempt with bated breath. The station ambulance stood by just in case

and after maiding a final circle of the landing ground the pilot started to come

down.

Carefully, with the aircraft steady and well under control, the pilot
touched down on a single wheel at ninety miles an hour, and just as all balance

had gone adroitly tipped the aircraft over on to one wing.

The aircraft dipped, but the pilot brought it to rest with only the

slightest damage to the tip of the wing.

It was also revealed today that the prompt action of a British destroyer
saved the life of a South African fighter pilot who had taken off from the

Western Desert on a protective patrol over shipping. The enemy launched an

attack on the ships but the pilot took up the challenge. When the battle was

at its height his Tomahawk was hit and he had to bale out into the sea. After

his parachute had opened ho began to juggle with the cords, spilling out air,
while he tried to steer himself close to the ships. He struck the water about

two hundred yards from the destroyer still hampered by his parachute. The

captain of the destroyer launcheda boat and the pilot was taken on board.

From the dock of the destroyer ho was able to see his colleagues rout the

enemy while the shipping passed through unharmed.


