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KING PETER: GUNNER

King Peter of Yugoslavia became a gunner for a few minutes yesterday.

During a tour of gun sites in the London area with Lt.-Gen. Sir Frederick

Pile, C.-in-C., Anti-Aircraft Command, King Peter took a gunner’s seat. He tested

the manoeuvrability of the gun for several minutes and afterwards gazed into the

sky to see a white puff when a round was fired specially for him.

King Peter, who is interested in mechanics, was escorted to a predictor and a

height finder, where he asked officers many questions about the intricate instruments.

He also spent some time in an underground room on one site where he was shown how an

enemy plane’s progress is plotted.

King Peter was accompanied by General Simovich, Yugoslav Prime Minister,
General Radovich, the Military Attache, and his A.-de-C’s.
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AIRGRAPH NEWS

During the first week of the outward Airgraph service 170,000 letters were

received in London for photographing and despatching to the Middle East. More than

20,000 letters daily are coming in from all parts of the country and the numbers tend

to increase.

Many thousands of film letters are already on their way to the Middle East

Forces. There is now a regular inward and outward Airgraph letter service.

Senders of Airgraph letters are strongly advised to read the instructions on

the back of the official forms. If the instructions are followed the Post Office

will he assisted in its efforts to speed up postal communications with H.M. Forces

in the Middle East. It is particularly requested that letters sent direct to London

instead of being handed over the local counter should not be folded more than once.

Too many creases in the paper spoil the photographed letter. — General Post Office.
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THE POST OFFICE HAS NO TOBACCO FOR SALE

People who send tobacco and cigarettes through the post seem to be taking

extra care in packing and addressing their parcels so that the precious contents

arrive safely at their destinations. This is the experience of the Returned Letter

Section at Mount pleasant Sorting Office where the work is undertaken of disposing

of packets and parcels for which no owner can be found.

During the last three months only four boxes of cigars and one ounce of tobacco

have been "lost". Before the war the number of such packets would have run into

hundreds.

All ownerless parcels are kept three months awaiting possible claims, and then

they are sold at a public auction. Over 1,000 was obtained at an auction last week,

and the goods ranged from tennis racquets and trousers to dictionaries and dungarees.

Coupons have to be handed over for any clothing purchased at these sales.
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DESTRUCTION OF RATS IN CORN RICKS

The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries has made an Order requiring that

any rick of corn, before being threshed, shall be surrounded by a fence of material

impenetrable by rats. This fence must be placed, at a distance of not less than six

feet from the rick, so that any rats escaping from the rick itself may be destroyed

inside the fence.
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The Order also requires that where the foundation of a rick consists

of faggots, brushwood, gorso or other material which is likely to afford

cover or protection for rats, such material shall be turned over and

broken up when the rick has been threshed, so as to dislodge any rats

therein.

Copies of the Order, entitled The Rats Order, 1941 (S.R. & 0.No.1235,
1941), may be obtained, price 1d. net, from H.M. Stationery Office,
York House, Kingsway, London, W.o.2, or through any bookseller.

Ministry of Agriculture. M.o.I. 4.

HELPING THE FARMERS

Lord Cornwallis, Chairman of the Kent War Agricultural Executive

Committee, speaking yesterday in Canterbury expressed his gratitude for

the way in which the naval and military authorities in Kent are helping
the farmers.

In this front line county, where naval and military problems cure

acute, Commanding Officers are providing valuable help by giving special

facilities to men with agricultural experience, to volunteer to help the

farmers. Ministry of Agriculture M.o.I. 5
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