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Royal Air Force Awards No. 256.

The King has been graciously pleased to approve the following
awards in recognition of gallantry displayed in flying operations
against the enemy:-

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Squadron Leader John HARRISON—BROADLEY No. 82 Squadron

(missing). In June, 1941, this officer participated
formation attack on an enemy convoy, strongly protected by destroyers,
south of Pantelleria. Despite heavy opposition from the destroyers,
which opened fire when the formation was four or five miles from
the convoy, Squadron Leader Harrison-Broadley persisted in his

mission. When two or three miles from the convoy, the port engine
of his aircraft was hit and caught fire. In spite of this,

Squadron Leader Harrison-Broadley flow on but, when closing in to the

attack, his starboard engine also caught fire. His flying speed

however, carried him the short distance necessary to enable him to

drop his bombs, one of which struck a ship. With both engines

on fire, Squadron Leader Harrison-Broadley was compelled to descend on

the sea after passing over the ship. By his splendid leadership and

courage, this officer contributed largely to the success of the

operation.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Edward Preston WELLS, Royal New Zealand

Air Force, No. 485 (N.Z) Squadron. This officer has served with fighter

squadrons since May, 1940, and has taken part in many engagements
against the enemy. He has destroyed at least five of their aircraft

and has damaged others. He has at all times shown the greatest

courage and determination.

Flying Officer Robert Sinckler WOODWARD, Royal Air Force Volunteer

Reserve, No, 600Squadron. This officer has shown great perseverance

and keenness during night flying operations and has destroyed three

enemy aircraft. One night in May, 1941, his aircraft was set on fire

when a considerable distance out to sea. Nevertheless, Flying

Officer Woodward succeeded in flying the burning aircraft back over

this country and did not abandon it until he had first ensured that

his observer had left the aircraft safely. In pressing home his

attacks against the enemy, Flying Officer Woodward has displayed
great skill and determination.

Flying Officer Ernest Waite WOOTTEN , No. 234 Squadron.

This officer has displayed great dash, enthusiasm and flying ability

throughout all the operations in which he has participated. He has

destroyed at least five enemy aircraft, of which two were shot down

in one engagement.

Pilot Officer William Thomas de Rouffignac WATERS Royal Air

Force Volunteer Reserve, No. 53 Squadron. In August 1941, this

officer was pilot of one of two aircraft detailed to search for enemy

shipping in the Borkum area. A convoy of one large merchantman

escorted by five destroyers was observed and both aircraft flew low

over the water to attack.

They were met by very heavy fire and whilst taking avoiding

action, a wing of Pilot Officer Waters' aircraft struck the water

and the tip of the wing was torn off. He then flew into cloud

without attacking, but, finding that his aircraft was flying correctly,

he again searched for the convoy and, on finding it, attacked in a

position which necessitated flying down the line of the enemy fire.

This gallant and determined action in the face of strong

opposition is worthy of high praise.



2.

Distinguished Flying Medal.

741968 Sergeant James FLINT, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserv, No. 49

Squadron. One night in July, 1941, Sergeant Flint was captain of an

aircraft detailed to attack a target in North West Germany. Shortly
after crossing the Dutch coast the aircraft was held in a large concen-

tration of searchlights and was hit several times by the fire from an

enemy fighter. Sergeant Flint succeeded eventually in escaping from

the enemy fighter and, unperturbed, resumed his course to the target.

Later, his aircraft was again held by searchlights, whereupon he took

evasive action and had to descend to 1000 feet before getting clear.

Sergeant Flint then set course for base but, when approx-

imately 50 miles from the English coast, the aircraft was attacked by

two Messerschmitt 110's. Bursts from the enemy ignited very light

cartridges, which exploded in the pilot’s cockpit, and inter-communi-

cation was rendered impossible between the members of the crew. The

port engine was also hit and put out of action, but Sergeant Flint

continued to fly on the remaining engine, keeping only a few feet above

the surface of the water, with the enemy still attacking from the rear.

When about 4 or 5 miles from the coast the enemy aircraft

withdrew, and shortly afterwards Sergeant Flint was compelled to descend

on the water about 800 yards from the shore. His cool courage and

determination, together with his calmness and skill, have set a splendid

example to the members of his squadron.

NOTES ON CAREERS.

Acting Squadron Leader Harrison-Broadley was born in 1920 at Hull.

His father lives at Beverley, Yorks. He was at Cheltenham College and

in H.M.S. Conway. He was commissioned in the Royal Air Force in 1939

and was promoted Acting Squadron Loader in May 1941. He was posted as

missing in June, and was later reported to be a prisoner of war.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Wells was born in 1916. His father lives at

Cambridge, New Zealand. He was commissioned in the Royal New Zealand

Air Force in May 1940 and was trained under the Empire Air Training

Scheme. He was promoted Acting Flight Lieutenant in June 1941.

Flying Officer Woodward was born at Simla in 1919, and was educated at

Oxford where he was a member of the University Air Squadron. His

father lives at Goring-on-Thames. He enlisted in June 1939, was

trained as pilot and was commissioned in October 1939.

Flying Officer Wootten was born at Aberbeeg in 1918. His father lives

at Malvern. He was at Worcester Cathedral College and was commissioned

in September 1939.

Pilot Officer Waters was a Leading Aircraftman when he was commissioned

in March 1941. His wife lives at Newlyn, Cornwall.

Sergeant Flint was born at Nottingham in 1915. His father lives at

West Bridgford, Notts. He was on accountant before enlisting in the

R.A.F.V.R. in 1938 as pilot.

Directorate of Public Relations,

Air Ministry,

King Charles Street,
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26th, August, 1941.
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