
26/8/41 - No. 10

NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE PUBLICATION

IN TONIGHT'S "LONDON GAZETTE"

AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY

THE MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE

To be an Additional Member of the Military Division of the said Most

Excellent Order:-

Lieutenant (Quarter-Master) Frederick William WHITTLE (87934).
Royal Artillery

During the heavy air raid on Plymouth on the 22nd April, 1941, there was

a concentrated attack by high explosive and incendiary bombs.

Lieutenant (Quarter-Master) Whittle, quite unperturbed by the heavy nature of

the attack, immediately organised parties to deal with the incendiaries and removed

transport and stores from the danger area.

He displayed conspicuous gallantry and great calmness throughout, and it was

largely due to his indefatigable exertions under conditions of great personal

danger, that the damage was confined to a relatively small dimension.

THE GEORGE MEDAL

No. 13014740 Corporal (Acting-Sergeant) James GARRIGAN,

Pioneer Corps. Place of birth : Infield, MEATH.

Address of next-of-kin:- DUBLIN.

Sergeant Garrigan volunteered on a night in May 1941, to take charge of a

rescue party on the site where a heavy bomb had recently exploded in Plumpton Street,

Liverpool. He did most valuable work in rescuing trapped people. Whilst engaged

on this work another one fell on the site. Sergeant Garrigan was badly shaken

but carried on and showed an utter disregard of his personal safety.

THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (MILITARY DIVISION)

No. 1477377 Bombardier (Acting-Sergeant) Edward Richard BURT,

Royal Artillery. Place of Birth: ST. IVES

Address of next-of-kin: ST.IVES

During the severe air raid on Plymouth on the 22nd April, 1941 a building was

attacked by both incendiary and high explosive bombs.

Throughout the raid Sergeant Burt displayed exceptional courage and devotion

to duty in the removal of transport and stores from a burning building. Even when

blown against a wall and severely shaken by a high explosive bomb, he continued his

exertions and was largely responsible for the safe evacuation of many wounded, and

preservation of the building.
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THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (MILITARY DIVISION) continued.

No.2315535 Acting Lance-Corporal Richard NELSON,

Royal Corps of Signals. Place of birth: Overkellet, Lancs.

Address of next-of-kin- Belfast.

On the night of the 4th/5th May, 1941, during a heavy aerial bombardment,

Lance-Corporal Nelson was on duty at a telephone exchange in Belfast, which was

being used for military purposes. For seven hours he continued at his post,

notwithstanding grave dangers from the collapse of biasing buildings, and refused

to leave the same although warned by A.F.S. and A.R.P. that there was an immediate

danger of a fire spreading to the place in which he was operating.

Not until the heat became unbearable did he temporarily leave his post,

coming back to it at short intervals and communicating with his Headquarters

informing them of which lines were still operating.

There was a shift of wind at about 6 a.m. which drew the flames away

from the exchange and enabled Lance-Corporal Nelson to resume continuous

operations, which he did until relieved at 8 a.m., having been on duty under

most trying conditions from 10 p.m. the previous night.

Corporal Albert Victor JONES,
Home Guard. Place of birth: Northflee

t,
Gravesend.

Address of next-of-kin: Shelthorpe,
Leicester.

Corporal Jones was in charge of a Home Guard Detachment on duty during

an air raid. Two buildings were damaged by incendiary bombs and by direct hit

or blast from high explosive bombs. He displayed great personal courage and

devotion to duty in a critical situation of some hours duration and inspired

his men by personally engaging in various measures to meet the emergency which

arose. In addition to fighting fires for three hours with an improvised water

supply and finally subduing it, despite suggestions that the buildings should

be evacuated, Corporal Jones also dealt with an outbreak of fire on the roofs

of other buildings nearby. But for his untiring efforts these buildings
would undoubtedly have suffered much more serious damage, if not complete

destruction, as the fire fighting services were all heavily engaged in dealing
with serious fires which were raging in the neighbourhood and were unable to

render assistance.
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