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RELATIONS WITH IRAN

During the past months, His Majesty’s Government have repeatedly warned the

Iranian Government of the potential dangers arising from the presence in Iran of an

excessively large German colony. Germans resident in Iran, as in other countries,
have long been subjected to the organised discipline of the German Nazi Party. As in

other neutral countries, the German authorities have endeavoured to pursue in Iran a

policy of infiltration by sending their agents to mingle with and to replace the

resident German community. The attention of the Iranian Government has therefore

frequently been called to the desirability, in the interests of Iran herself, of taking

effective steps to check this process of infiltration. It has been pointed out that

the presence of large numbers of German technical experts and agents in various parts
of Iran, employed in factories and public works, as well as on roads and railways,
and in many other important posts, cannot fail to constitute a serious danger to the

maintenance of Iranian neutrality. There can be no doubt that, as in other neutral

countries, the German resident community would be employed, whenever it seemed to

the German Government that the appropriate moment had arrived, to create disorders with

a view to assist the execution of Germany’s military plans. The fact that Germans

occupy in Iran so many key positions in industry and communications gives them unique
facilities for doing so.

It has also been made clear to the Iranian Government that His Majesty’s
Government regard this as a matter of grave concern to themselves. The underground

measures taken by the German Government to spread German influence in Iran, and to

establish eventually German control and domination in that country, obviously
constitute a serious danger for the Iranian Government themselves, as well as for the

British interests in Iran; but they are also a danger to neighbouring countries.

India clearly cannot disinterest herself from such developments in an adjacent

territory. Iraq is also closely concerned, especially since the Germans in Iran are

known to have played a part in the revolt of last April against the legal Government

at Bagdad, and in the subsequent events vixen the rebels were induced to take up arms

against Iraq’s British allies. Soviet Russia also, when she was attacked by Germany,
took a serious view of the threat to Russian interests caused by German activities

in Iran.

Towards the middle of July, His Majesty’s Government, realising that the

representations made at Tehran for many months past had remained without effect,
instructed His Majesty’s Minister again to impress upon the Iranian Government as

a matter of the utmost gravity and urgency the need for taking immediate action.

The German invasion of Soviet Russia, by extending the zone of hostilities to include

one of the countries adjacent to Iran, had obviously greatly increased the necessity
for an early settlement of this problem. Sir R. Bullard was accordingly instructed

to press for a drastic reduction in the number of Germans who were permitted to

remain in the country. Parallel action was taken by the Soviet Ambassador at Tehran

on instructions from his Government.

In their reply to this strong recommendation, the Iranian authorities appeared

to recognise in principle the wisdom of the advice offered to them by His Majesty’s
Government and the Soviet Government. They indicated that they were taking some

steps to reduce the number of Germans in Iran, and admitted the obligation incumbent

upon them to keep under strict control the activities of those Germans who remained.

No doubt, however, because they were reluctant to offend the German Government,

even in the defence of their own vital interests, the proportion of Germans whom the

Iranian authorities actually removed from the country was very small, and on August

1 6 Sir R. Bullard and the Soviet Ambassador accordingly repeated to the Iranian

Government in the most formal and emphatic manner the view of their two Governments

that the German community in Iran should be required to leave the country without

further delay. The Iranian Government were told that His Majesty’s Government

and the Soviet Government accepted and endorsed the Iranian policy of neutrality,
that they had no designs against Iran’s political independence or territorial

integrity, and that it was their sincere desire to maintain a policy of friendship
and co-operation with Iran. This communication contained a proposal, devised in

order to meet Iran’s special needs, by which a few German technicians engaged on

specially important work might be retained temporarily; and His Majesty’s

Government and the Soviet Government offered to assist the Iranian Government by
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endeavouring to find suitably qualified experts to replace the departing German

technicians, and also stated that they would gladly concert with the Iranian

Government measures to alleviate any temporary hardships that might be caused by

the simultaneous departure of large numbers of trained personnel.

The Iranian Government’s reply to the communications addressed to them on

August 1 6 shows that they are not prepared to give adequate satisfaction to the

recommendations of His Majesty’s Government and the Soviet Government in this

important matter. It is now clear that further friendly representations to the

Iranian Government on the same lines as hitherto would serve no useful purpose, and

that His Majesty’s Government and the Soviet Government must have recourse to

other measures to safeguard their essential interests. These measures will in no

way be directed against the Iranian people: His Majesty’s Government have no

designs against the independence and territorial integrity of Iran, and any

measures they nay take will be directed solely against the attempts of the Axis

powers to establish their control of Iran.
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