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Dear Emmett: 

Thank you for your additional kindness in extending the loan of your valuable 
photographs. I assure you I'll take very good care of them and not keep them 
longer than I really need them. In case you need to ref er to them while they are 
here, of course you can reclaim them at any time and I will return them innnediately. 

I profited from a much closer study of the Ventris Worlmotes and his circular, 
f1The Languages of the Minoan and Mycenean Civilizations," than I had previously 
been able to make. The photostats that I received from the University Library at 
Edinburgh lack two fold-outs, Appendix 1 "Experimental phonetic values" and Appendix 
3 "Minoan spelling of vocabulary words." I particularly missed Appendix l but have 
tried to reconstruct it from Appendix 2 "Sign-groups identified as vocabulary words." 
Have you by any chance checked to determine the consistency between Appendix 1 and 
Appendix 2? I do not see how Ventris got the phonetic values of Appendix 2, except 
for those which he took from the Cypriotic syllabary (p. xiv), and not all of these 
from the Cypriotic syllabary are used in Appendix 2. 

Besides I am puzzled by his unwillingness to accept (in Item 22, p. xxiii) the 
Cypriotic value E2_ for AP. In the second state of the grid he did place this charac
ter here it wou.Ia: call for the value ~, had he then ventured to specify a certain 
consonant for each row and a certain vowel for each column. I have not f olllld, in 
the data he compiled up to that time, the internal Linear B eVidence linking this 
character to others placed in the same column or the same row. Furthermore between 
the second and the third state of the grid I do not see ,,what led him to move the 
character from the -o? column to the "vowel uncertain11 "column. 

The underlying question of Ventris's method which I am trying to solve is the degree 
of his dependence on the Cypriotic syllabary. His statement in Worknote 15, "I 
have completely ignored the Cypriot syllabary in trying to put Figure 10 together, 
seems to me an idealization. His own experience and that of others had amply shown 
that the Cypriotic syllabary was not a sufficient basis for deciphering Linear B. 
Although as a human being he was liable to whims and hunches that would not allo 
him to abandon the aid of the Cypriotic syllabary, still the logic of his method 
came to require that he should set up the grid on purely internal grounds . Thes 
are the only ones that you or Alice Kober would have recognized, if I understand your 
views. How directly he was influenced by your standards, I don't know. I have told 
you before that it would be of great interest if you were to publish a comparis0n 
between your own study of the Linear B.characters in relation to one another and 
Ventris's work leading up to the grids. Doubtless you have other important things to 
work on besides this one which I am particularly eager for; however, as long as Ven
tris 1 s work remains controversial (a long time, I daresay), any elucidation of the 
material that he worked on will be worth while. 

Sincerely, 

4~ 
oJJ w~~~~·~~3o. 


