
Dear Emmett, 

75 Gough Way 
Cambridge CB3 9LN 

22 October 1986 

Oh de ar, I have started something, even if I never intended to 
do so. The idea of organising a retiring Colloquium, I mean to 
celebra te your retirement, is a fine one, but dt this stage I 
certainly cannot promise that I shall be free to come. It's not that 
I have any objection, but all my trips abroad are causing friction, 
and I'm thoroughly in the dog-house (as you would say), because I 
wa~t off to Cheltenham last week to lecture, and am going again t~is 
week to give the same lecture in Lancaster. Joan holds that now I 
have retired there's no reason why I should waste my time truvelling 
around talking to people . It's no use telling her that this is 
exactly what I retired for, to nave the time tci do these tnings. 

r/hat I am lecturing on at the not1 ent is the Greek myths , 
a subject I have been playing around with for some years now . Sooner 
or later I should write a short book on this subject, but I can't 
find enought time. In any case for a book one ought to have r~ad 
all the recent literaiure, and the one reason why I wa nt to write is 
precisely because I find all the literature virtually unre~dable. 
The only man with whom I am at all in tune is Mircea Eliade -- did you 
ever come across him? I never did . I think what I am saying is that 
if you are a rationalist, you cannot hope to understand the myths; 
but if you bel:iaTe there is something in them worth learning, you may 
occasionally be able to see a few gleams of illumination. 

But without commitment, I must tell you that I already have 
engagements for 1988, namely 29 January and 16 April , when I must be 
in London. So avoid the middle of April , if you want me to come. 
I have to e~plain that I have been invited to become ~resid~nt of the 
Swedenborg Society of London) for 1988, and these are the dates of 
two important meetings we are holding . The reason for the first is 
that this was Swedenborg's birthday in 1688, so it is a Tercentennial 
celebration. The Presidency is largely a ceremonial function, but 
I shall probably have to speak on both these dutes . To mark the 
occasion we intend to publish a new translation of his last book , 
which is ca lled Vera Christiana Religio (he wrote of course in La tin); 
I have been working on it for two years, and proof has just star ted 
to co~e in, so that will keep ne ousy for another year . In English 
it runs to about 1000 pp., so you see it is not a minor commitment. 

I hope you are solving your problems over the Pylos tablets; 
a t least you will have better printers than we have. I have still not 
had the last proof of Co4IK I -- we demanded a 3rd proof of certain 
pages which they h ~d still not got right. Work on volume II is 
proceeding, but Louis appears to have lost or ~islaid so~e of ~he 

photographs, which isn't very helpful. But his skill as a draftsman 
is so~ething I envy, even if he doesn't alwciyS see the same lines on 
the tab le t aa the rest of us. 

I hope you dont t ake BBC Troy too seriously; Michael Wood 
gave the impression he was doing research at Manchester University, 
which is not true. He has uo academic position. He recorded about 
30 minutes of conversation with me, but then showed about 5 11inutes 

of it, and oy this ffiCans you can of course ~~ke your victims say 
alcwst anj thing you like. At least I did appear; so ,nepeople were 
interviewed and then had all they did cut out before it was shown. 



I have just received from D.Traill at Davis, Calif., his book 
compiled jointly with W.Calder III on Schl~emann. They held a 
meeting at Colorado or somewhere, and this is the record of Sot!le 
of the papers. I know it's tempting to exaggerate, but I have 
long been convinced that Schliemann was a crook and that his 
archaeological assertions cannot be trusted. It leaves me wondering 
whether we should trust some of the other great names , like Evans . 
I was amused to see the book is dedicated D.M. L.R.Palruer! 

One bit of good news , you will find this letter is costing less 
than the last. This is be c ause, at long last, the British Post Office 
has introduced a special postage rate for EEC countries, in fact the 
same as the inland 1st class letter rate, wnich has of course gone up. 
So it will now cost more to write to Sweden, Switzerland or Eastern 
Euvope than to Greece. It has always amazed me that Europe for 
postal purposes includes not only all Turkey, but even Vladivostok -
not that I often corr8spond with Siberia. 

Yours , 
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