
Dear Emmett, 

75 Gough Way 
Cambridge CB3 9LN 

22 February 1986 

---- -==---

Your letter was welcome, as always. I've quite forgotten what I said on Na 924. 
As always, one never gets the chance to see these things in proof; so I hope you 
have corrected any errors in what I said. I wish someone would do a thorough 
study of Linear A fractions now that we have a fairly reliable corpus; I say 
fairly, because I found that in my favourite example HT 13, GORILA had corrup2ted 
the reading by showing what you can actually see, instead of seeing what you 
have got to read to make the addition right! 

Thanks for the information on the kutel. 10.8 litres is within range of my 
value of 9.6 for the T unit. I suspect the size of such measures is dictated by 
what is the largest convenient weight to lift in one hand, nicht wahr? 

The story of the Bennet saga is fascinating; you do things so differently from 
us. He is very pleased, and I hope he will be a success and be offered the chance 
of staying on. He's an excellent chap. But I fear you and he will have much 
fun reading each other's mail! I have enough trouble with Owen and Henry C., 
and now I am living a few doors from someone called John Chadwick-Jones. 

I have not committed mysel£ to anything th±s year, except the annual cruise 
(2nd t April) and the Cyprus Colloquium, which is a linguistic party (7 September). 
It would sound logical to you for me to break my return journey in Athens; but 
you count without European air fares. It is now impossible to break your journey 
unless you pay full fare, which is more than twice the cheap returns we all use 
now. Lydia found it was far cheaper to fly London-Skopje return than London
Skopje single + train fate Skopje-Athens. So I warn you not to make plans for 
a grand tour of Europe, unless you are prepared to travel by train. But we 
all hope that you will come to England, and since we now have one genuine Knossos 
tablet in the Fitzwillian(they thought it was a copy) , you have a good reason for 
coming to Cambridge. Seriously, John Kand I would like to invite you, and 
if you can give a lecture or Seminar, that would be fine~f you can come in our 
term. If I let James Hooker know, he will probably invite you also to talk 
to the London Seminar; and we can put the idea in Anna's head as regards Oxford. 
No problems recently with authorities in Ashmolean. We think November would 
be a good month, if you can take a week or so off from your duties in Athens 
before their term starts in December. Getting to see tablets in-Thebes m±gtrt-
be difficult; it took me 4 months in 1973, when I was supposed to be editing them. 

I think I told you I was writing a small book for the British Museum on 
'Linear B and related scripts'. I have made my own drawings of Pylos tablets 
but of course using, inter alia, yours in the old PT. I hope there is no 
copyright problem, as none are exact copies (again I can see more than you can, 
because I know it mu8t have been there) ; but I should like to be able to thank 
you for permitting me to make use of your work. I have also written to 
Dept/ of Archaeology, Univ. of Cincinnati, asking their consent to my use of 
three photos of Pylos Tablets, which I have. So far, I've had no answer. I 
don't know whom to contact there now that Gerald has left there. I also asked 
them if they have a suitable colour photo of a tablet which they could use on 
the cover. We have never done colour on Knossos tablets, because we think it 
distracts from the reading, so I've nothing at all suitable; have you? The 
book is a bit of a pot-boiler, but I think it should be very useful to have 
a brief guide to Linear B, and a sketch of what we know about Linear A, C-M, 
Cypriot and (inevitably) the Phaistos Disk. My section on that is chiefly a 
means of saying (a) it's probably not Minoan, and (b) even if it is, it's still 
undecipherable without a lot more textE. 
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