
Dear Emmett, 

Downing College 
Cambridge 

20 September 1965 

I am sorry to hear your trip home was not as smooth as it 
should have been, and I can well imagine how you felt when you 
at last arrived. But I hope you are now recovered from the 
rigours of European travel, and are settling down to your old 
routine quite happily. I trust the car has crossed the Atlantic 
successfU.lly and without damage. 

We only got back from our holiday at the end of last week, 
so I've not been able to pull things together yet. In my absence 
a letter came ror you from Radio Rentals Ltd, enclosing a cheque 
for 7s. forwarded herewith, as ref\lnd of the balance owing to 
you. I think the simplest thing to do with this would be tor 
you to endorse it: t•pay Patrick R.Bennett" and sign E.Bennett 
(as that's what the cheque says) - then you can send it to Pat 
and let him profit by it. But please yourselr. There is nothing 
I can do wi thou.t your signature. 

I have also had a cheque for £ 141 from Pat to clear up 
all our business. Many thanks; I hope you h8ve profited as 
mu0h as I have from ~his prolonged transaction. Actually the 
Income Tax boys have been dunning me lately, and this comes in 
very handy to set things straigt ht again. If there is anything 
:further in this line I can do for you, acting as sterling area 
banker, etc. , let me know. 

I am intrigued to know what goes on in the subterranean 
labyrinth under the Observatory. Are they doing anything about 
those aw:Cul pipes that cough and spit abruptly? Before you 
know what has happened you will find yourself whisked away to 

-~~~~the top of some new concre e and ivory to er... ~~-

I have a letter to answer from JPO, and will pass on your 
encouraging news. I have a feeling he is putting in so much 
work that things are gettffing out of hand; but it's good to see 
the work being done. 

I have just read Sinclair Hood's article in KADMOS. I 
must say he makes out a good case, 8nd seems to offer a solution 
to some of the more difficult problems, such as exactly what 
LM II means. It would clear things up considerablJ if he were 
right. But it remains to be seen how Boardman and Popham take 
this theory. I don't intend to get involved anyhow. It looks 
as plain as it can be¢ that Palmer is wrong. But a general 

collapse of Minoan Palaces c. 1450, followed by a 100 years of 
Mycenaean rule at Knossos would make good sense. I doubt if 
the destruction at Thebes can be made contemporary with Knossos, 
but there need be no long gap. 
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Our holiday was not a great success, partly because we all 
collected a vile germ, a nasty sort of cold/'flu, which has 
affected my ears, and left me half deaf. However, this apart, 
we were not Im.lCh impressed by the Yugoslav bo~t, which was small 
and not very comfortable. We didn't think much of Yugoslavia, 
though I am very glad to have seen Dubrovnik and the other pmrts. 
I cannot think ~hy, when the geographical background is so 
similar, the place should be so difterent from Greece. We 
thoroughly enjoyed the time in Greek waters, though Patras is 
rather a boring place to be ashore. Went up to Delphi from Itea, 
and had a very good morning there. On the way back we spent 
a couple of days in Venice, and this was very good; we had a 
comfortable hotel, which was not too outrageously expensive, 
and good weather. On the way out we had very poor and wet 
weather in t ;'e North Adria tic. 

I have written a hostile review of Miss Stella's La civilta 
micenea for JHS. For once I find mysi);.f on Palmer's side and , 
bound to slate unbridled use of etymological method, especially 
when divorced from any philological rigour. 

I have been pondering deeply the question of financing 
the Knossos volume of D.I.M. I hope to go and see the Gulbenkian 
people shortly, and will put it to them. I feel I might say 
I have the backing of the Permanent Committee, and could put 
it to them as an international operation. Olivier has a scheme 
for getting new and better photos of KN tablets; I think I 
must encourage him, whatever the position about paying for them. 
In case of need I can guarantee him the sum he needs, and hope 
that someone will pay up when the time comes. However, this is 
merely to say that I count on your support ir I put this up as 
an international plan. 

Yours 
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