
Dear Emmett, 

39 Causewayside 
Cambridge 
11 July 1960 

Many thanks for your cards. I have written to Peruzzi 
about the future of' MINOS, and he comes back with tbe news 
that YI/2 "will be out in a f'ew days!' If' true, this is most 
encouraging. He says he is writine to Tovar about the future; 
l gather he iR back in Salamanca until the autumn when he 
eoes to the University or Illinois. We nrost wait and see 
what the result of' tb.is is, but I would rather rescue MI.NOS 
than trust Grumach. lf KADMOS is angled in favour of 
Linear A and C, then perhaps little harm wil~ ce done; 
though it makes rather a.z a dit:'f'er•ence if you tackle A on 
the be.sis tlla t B is undeciphered. 

My guess is that Grumach wants international names in 
order to apply f'or a UNESCO subvention - or something of 
the kind; and if' any money is forthcoming I'd much rather 
it went to MINOS. I am told however that UNESCO funds are 
pledged years in advance, so the prospects are not bright. 
Opinion in England regards Brice with great suspicion. 

A huge row has blown up over Palmer's attack on Evans' 
dating of Knossos tablets. You will have seen (or be about 
to see) the MLS of 1/6/60; on the basis of what is there 
Palmer is threatening Dorothea Gray with legal proceedings. 
But the bomb burst last Sunday week, when The Observer 
(the best of the Sunday newspapers, which is saying very 
little) printed a long article by LRP 'The truth about 
Knossos! They overplayed it, by adding a front-page news 
story about accusations of fraudulent concealment or evidence 
with Piltdonn compar$sons. LRP promptly denied this (inter
view with BBC, letter to TIMES July 5), but the fact re
mains that he cast serious aspersions on Sir Arthur. 
Yesterday's Observer carried letters from D.Gray, E.Turner, 
M.I.Finley and G.S.Kirk, and others, mostly very critical, 
and a rather vicious reply from LRP. My own letter, gently 
making the point that he is not the only philologist in 
the Linear B racket, and that he had better leave this to 
archaeologists, has been left over till next week. 
"Philological distinction, wrote D. GRay, is a poor subs tit
ute f'or experience in digging. tt More correspondence has 
appeared in the Times (if you have access to a f'ile of' this) 
and on Saturday 9th a report of an article written for 
Kathimerini by Sinclair Hood, who asserts that Evans was 
probably mistaken about the poverty of the reoccupation 
period and a few tablets may belong to it, but that it is 
quite impossible for the main bulk of the archives to be 
anything but LM II b. The f'uss all stems from Mackenzie's 
day-book f'or 1900, which LRP says ia inconsistent with 
p of M; but the case is far flrom proved yet, and everyone 
is against him for making a sensation out of it. 
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I spent a night in Oxford last week and saw Dorothea 
Gray; but nmt the great man himself, though I met Mrs P. 
in the street. 

Martin Robertson writes from London to say he has dis
covered a fragment of Linear B tablet from Knossos in an 
archaeological collection at University College; reading 
apparently ma-ta-u-ro (. I will let you know when I have 
more information on how lt came to be there; it seems to have 
been brought home long ago by someone who tt:round it in the 
wall of the Queen's megaron. 11 Better not say anything in 
NESTOR until I can give you an accurate account. 

I am glad to see NESTOR progressing, and wonder i:f 
in time it may not grow into8 thriving Zeitschrift; that 
might solve some of our problems. 

I shall look :forward to meeting Clagett next month; 
you can be sure I shall speak highly of you, but let me 
know i:f there is any line I can plug (ut, credo, dicitur). 

A magazine called HORIZON has bothered me for a photo 
of MV; I hope it won't make a mess of whatever it is about 
to puglish. Am writing on Hippocrates for Collier's 
Encyclopedia (will do anything for dollars'.) 

Yours, 
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