
Dear Bennett, 

39 Causewayside, 
Cambridge, England 

25 January 1956 

,,.· ... 

Ventris has just lent me his copy of the new Pylos Tablets, 
and let me congratulate you on its appearance. You have of course 
given us a fearfUl headache by changing all the old numbers; and 
coherent as the new system is, I wonder if was really wise to 
mPke the change when so much has been and is being written on 
the old basis. But this we must discuss at Paris. If you have 
not already done so, would you be good enough to have a copy of 
the book sent to me direct, as it takes too long to wait for the 
normal channels. I will of course pay for it, either by sending 
you something from here in return or in francs when we meet in 
Paris. 

I heve not yet had time to read through and com1are all the 
texts, but already I have noticed a lot of interesting point8. My 
own autopsy was perforce more hurried, but I still think in some 
places I prefer my readings to yours. E.g. in Kn02 LTn316,.Z 
I agree about the reversal of obverse and reverse, though I m 
not sure if the order of writing in this case was obverse first. 
In rev, 10 I am sure my reading di-ri-mi-jo di-~ is 
preferable, the appcirent lower hal:t' of we being due to accidental 
scratch. Another point: it is plain th8t Aa and Ab are by 
different hands (I haven't checked whether all in each group are 
by the same hand); and on this criterion Aa04 /:240_:] belongs 
to the Ab group, a fact which I had already been led to suspect 
by the fact that it had the same introduction as another Aa 
tablet. In An661.10 I don't find your restoration pi-*82 very 
satisfying; I conjectured ~f-~~-f[Q] a-ke-i, and in Athens 
saw enough of these letters to convince myself that this wes 
the right reading. 

All these are subjects on which we could talk for a long 
time, and I hope that you will go on to add critical notes on 
the readings, and continue your discussion OJ the hands. This 
is most valueble for a discussion or litera~y. What is the 
total number of hands which you now distinguish at Pyles? 

Hope to hear from you soon about the new Mycenae Tablets. 

~ith best wishes, 

Yours sincerely 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 

ENCLOSURE; IF IT DOES IT :wILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORDINARY MAIL. 

~ dldq lO:> Oddo OJ. 
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