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John Chadwick 
Classical Faculty 
Cambridge University 

Dear John, 

A request, and I hope a better letter fairly soon. 
I was asked by "The World's Writing Systems", a title I rather approve of, to prepare 2000 words 
plus free illustrations and bibliography, on what I thought was to be Aegean scripts, as I signed 
the contract. When the instructions came it was "Pictographic scripts of the Aegean area", which 
rather set me back, because it seemed clear they didn't want the Cypriote, which I think most 
important, system-wise. But I went ahead, postponing most thinking about it to the beginning of 
October (deadline 3 January, at least one that I will meet with a few days to spare), and then 
worked properly. They also wanted samples of signs, and a sample text with interpretation. I got 
Tom to help me write out the syllabary and Eb 297 + Ep 704.5.6 on his Mac, with J-P.'s font, 
because the font "World" suggested I use look terrible. Just in case, I wrote a letter about this to 
"World", or really to Peter T. Daniels, in charge of that section of the book, explaining that I 
needed this font instead of that, and mentioning the restriction that kept me away from Cypriote, 
which I had, nevertheless mentioned briefly. Yesterday I got his reply. 

It said that he did indeed want Cypriote, with a sample, as a descendant of a script 
descended from pictographs. (They have abandoned the pictographic origin of Phoenician from 
&c. ?). After a bit of wondering how to do it, we thought that I might change my description 
slightly, and simply copy the excellent sample in Reading the Past, originally p. 56. That seemed 
good to me, and only requires that I ask you politely whether we may use it. I couldn't find your 
telephone in my piles of paper, so I try this. If you agree, that leaves him with the problem, or 
formality, of asking the publisher. His font, which has awful Linear B, does have nice Cypriote 
types, and I can therefore get the sample written out neatly. 

The other difficulty that has come up came from my parochial view of the Aegean. I 
didn't even think of the Luvian, which I grew up thinking of as Hittite Hieroglyphics. But he 
wants those, too. So he is going to ask about and get someone who knows about them to write up 
a bit, and paste it into what I have written. 

Best wishes, 
17 December 1993 
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