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ROYAL AIR FOR CE AWARDS No. 299.

The King has been graciously pleased to approve the

following awards in recognition of gallantry displayed in flying

operations against the enemy:-

Companion of the Distinguished Service Order.

Squadron Leader John NESBITT-DUFORT, No. 138 Squadron. This officer

has carried out 16 operational sorties over enemy territory,
involving attacks on aerodromes as well as other flights of extreme

importance. His skill, determination and courage have been of the

highest order.

Distinguished Flying Cross.

Pilot Officer Denzil Francis Horiz BIGGANE, Royal Air Force Volunteer

Reserve, No. 408 (R.C.A.F. ) Squadron. One night in November, 1941,
this officer was the pilot of an aircraft which carried out a mine-

laying mission in waters near the enemy coast. Extremely adverse

weather conditions were encountered whilst flying over the sea and,
when the target area was reached, very heavy clouds were encountered.

Nevertheless, Pilot Officer Biggane descended beneath them and

skilfully located his position.

Whilst making his approach to the target his aircraft was

illuminated by searchlights, and immediately subjected to intense

and accurate fire from 2 armed ships. Defying this barrage. Pilot

Officer Biggane continued his course and, although his aircraft received

a direct hit on one of the wings, he skilfully accomplished his task.

This officer has completed many operational sorties, including

attacks on important targets in Germany. On one occasion, whilst

flying to Mannheim, his aircraft was attacked by 2 enemy fighters

whilst held in a concentration of searchlights, but, although his

aircraft sustained damage, Pilot Officer Biggane skilfully evaded

his attackers, continued his flight and finally bombed his objective.

On a second occasion, in the course of another mission, he

attacked two ships, scoring a direct hit on one of them from a low

level.

Throughout, this officer has displayed great determination,

courage and initiative.
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NOTES ON CAREERS.

Squadron Leader Nesbitt-Dufort was born in 1912 at SOUTH KENSINGTON.

He was educated at Abbotsford and Tettenhall College. He was

granted a short service commission in 1930 and was in the Reserve

of Air Force Officers when war broke out. During his earlier

service he was a member of No. 125 Squadron for a considerable period
but had also been on other duties at Leuchars and Gosport. He

became a Flight Lieutenant in September 1939 and was promoted

Squadron Leader in September 1941. His home is now in Sussex.

Pilot Officer Biggane was born at ALLAHABAD in 1918. His home

is in Gloucestershire. He was educated at Hilltop Court School,

Seaford; Uppingham School; and Sidney Sussex College, Cambridge.

He enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R. in January 1940, and was commissioned

in January 1941.

Directorate of Public Relations,

Air Ministry,
King Charles Street,

Whitehall, S.W.1.

25th November, 1941
.
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