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Lord Woolton speaking at a Luncheon given

by the Lord Mayor of Leeds in the Civic Hall today

said:

I am glad to say that however much I may be a stranger in your city

to-day - and in my present disguise - there have been days in the past
when I have known it, when I have admired and when I have hated it.

Let’s deal with this aspect of hate first. I have hated it at

Headingley when I have sat and watched Bowles hurling his great length,
determined on the destruction of those gentle people who wear the red rose

in their caps, and belong to the county of my birth.

But I have admired you becauseI have seen the re-birth of Leeds

as a city, that has followed directly from the vision and the foresight
of your City-Council. I have, in the past expressed some doubt as to

your choice of architecture, but never have I had any doubts about the

rightness of your aim, and the persistence with which you have pursued
the development of the amenities of this great city.

I came here to-day because I wanted to meet all the local food

officers of this Food Division. I wanted them to tell me what problems

they were encountering in the effort to feed the people of this country.
I had no press present, because I wantedthe opportunity of a straight

business-like talk over their problems with the men who are responsible
for the local administration of the food regulations.

My Lord Mayor, I welcome the opportunity that your entertainment

gives me of publicly acknowledging my debt to Local Authorities, to Food

Control Committees and the Food Officers, for thework that they have

done in enabling Britain to be equitably fed. Ithas been a great piece
of public administration. Throughout this country there are 1500 local

Food Officers; they started with little or no knowledge of the problems
that were going tobe involved, and with a staff almost completely
uninstructed on the questions that arise in food rationing enforcement

etc. And you know the result.

You have had your ration books - an issueof 45 million of them.

They have been issued to time: and when the books were presented to the

retailer the food was there to satisfy the demand without the work

done in the food offices this would have been impossible.

When individual difficulties have arisen with the public, they have

been taken to the local offices and have been dealt with promptly and

courteously. As Minister of Food I am indeed grateful to the Food

Executive Officers - who, in many cases, in the early days of the war

and in many areas still, combined the duty of food officer with one of

other local administration.

As the war has gone on, both Government policy and public demand

have demanded increasing control over many commodities in short supply.

We use a simple phrase like "Fair do's all round", but there are but few

of us who have the opportunity of knowing the vast, complicated,

administrative organisation that is required in order both to ensure the

opportunity for "Fair do’s all round" and to secure that that opportunity

is realised.
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There is the application for the individual ration book - an application
which I regret to say is not always legible or complete, and which shows how
unaccustomed the people of this country are to filling in forms.

Then, on the other side there is all that registration of customers by the

retailers, the filling in of their forms of demand, and the passing of it to the
wholesalers in order to ensure that the goods arrive.

We have all those problems of obt aining the proper distribution of foods to

a multitude - and variety - of catering establishments. There is the question
of milk distribution and all the various forms of priority.

All these things have been thrown upon the administration of local authorities

and food control committees during the war.

And now Mr. Butler and I, as the Ministers of Education and Food, have made

an appeal to Local Authorities in order that we may achieve this great public
ideal that the children of this country should be adequately fed at the places
where they receive their education. We have indeed made great demands on local

administration and local public men, and I speak of what I know when I pay tribute

to the way in which they have thrown the weight of their power and their capacity

alongside that of the central government of the Ministry of Food, in order to

secure the results that we have obtained.

There is another obligation that I have to meet. I referred a few moments

ago to the fact that Food Officers had to obtain forms from retailers. What a

lot of forms they have had to obtain; and now I am glad to say that we have been

able to reduce the number of them.

But let us give praise where praise is due. We should never have been able

to feed the people of this country without the shopkeepers, and we have made great
demands on them too: demands on their public spirit and on their patriotism,

but, I think, most of all on their endurance. They have had their supplies

drastically reduced: they have found it more difficult to do trade: they have

certainly lost a great deal of their freedom and the opportunity for enterprise

that characterises them.

Coupled with all this, we have had to make then into accounting officers for

the nation’s food: we have had to distribute on a ration so that neither position

nor wealth have made any difference: the whole of the people of this country had

to be treated in the same way.

It has been a vast job - but the shopkeepers have done it. And now, when

they have just got used to a particular method of rationing, we have brought in

another. One that I am sure, for the particular needs with which it deals, is

going to be a great advantage to the public, but one which is going to cause a

great deal more trouble to the retailers.

This is a fact that I place on record - that in spite of the knowledge of

the extra trouble, in spite of the fact that they knew they were working with

depleted staffs, and often with inexperienced people, the retailers of this

country the small shopkeepers, the large stores, the co-operative organisations

and the multiple traders - have as one man assured me that we could rely upon them

to do what the Government considered the best thing in the interests of the

country.

I am grateful to them, and the nation is indebted to them.

MINISTRY OF FOOD.
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