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REST ROOM FROM SALVAGE

Gunner Bob Stokes, stationed in a large, gloomy old house on the Kent

marshes, has Built a rest room, library, and cultural centre from things no

one wanted.

He got a brush and soap, and proceeded to clean up on old disused room.

He then went round the huts asking for old books. He collected about a

hundred. The next problems were shelves, furniture, and lighting.

He went to the welfare Officer and said: "Sir, I have a room, I have

a hundred books. May I have your authority to impound any boxes, broken

chairs andtables, and odds and ends that nobody wants?"

He got the authority, and went ahead. He searched the camp from the

salvage dump to the Battery office, from the Officers' kitchen to the

Sergeants' mess.

He found a few camp chairs, a settee, a couple of armchairs, three card

tables. Stokes Became the centre of a co-operative effort.

Others became interested. Carpenters and electricians were spending
their leisure tine giving him a hand.

Stokes and his fellow gunners now have a haven to which they retire on

these cold, wet, dark nights. A set of periodicals are being delivered

weekly to the rest room; and Stokes has asked for a drawing board.

The Board is for his own use. He is the Battery’s official draughts-

man. He specialises in posters for dances and lectures; has also done the

aeroplane silhouettes of enemy planes that have Been Brought down By his

Unit, that hang in the Officers’ Mess.

He has always Been interested in lettering end drawing. But it is only

in the Army that he has had the opportunity to develop this talent.

Stokes has Been a spotter, a listener, and a cook on a searchlight site.

He is a former cost clerk at an electrical engineering firm in Lewisham,
Kent.
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