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Text of Speech by Mr. Harcourt Johnstone, M.P., Secretary
to the Department of Overseas Trade, at the Colston Hall, Bristol,
at 3 p.m. on Saturday, November 22, 1941, at the opening of the

Bristol "Aid to Russia” week.

THE U.S.S.R. AND US

It is particularly appropriate that this meeting, designed to promote better

understanding between Russia and this country, should be held in Bristol. One of

your representatives in Parliament, Sir Stafford Cripps, is the very distinguished
and successful Ambassador to the U.S.S.R. I need not tell you that he has long
been one of the foremost advocates of our studying and learning from the experience
of Soviet Russia, But the connection of Bristol with Russia goes much further

back in our history; for it was a Bristol merchant, Mr. Thorne, who, with others

promoted the first English venture into Russia, the voyage of Willoughby and

Chancellor, as a result of which the first trade agreement between the two

countries was concluded. That was as long ago as 1553. Since that date the

links between the two countries have been now stronger now weaker, but there have

always been links.

The Link of Common Danger and a Common Enemy.

One link between the U.S.S.R. and this country at this moment is the bond of

common danger and a common enemy. That link unites the U.S.S.R. not only to the

British Commonwealth of Nations but also to the U.S.A., and indeed to all the

enemies of aggressive Germany, including their heroic fellow Slavs, the Poles and

Czechs.

If I had to explain our position in Europe to an American audience I should

draw a parallel with the situation of the American colonies when the Red Indians

used to go on the war-path burning, plundering and torturing all along the frontier.

The Germans are out again on the war-path in Europe and are committing atrocities

and inflicting tortures as great as any ever inflicted by the savages they so

strongly resemble. Nowhere are these atrocities more terrible than in Russia.

Mr. Winston Churchill made this aspect of our relation to Russia perfectly

clear as soon as war broke out. After describing Russian soldiers defending

their native lands, their homes, their families, against this “hideous onslaug
ht",

he says: ”We have but one aim and one single irrevocable purpose - we are resol

to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi regime; from this nothing will

turn us, nothing.

"We will never parley, we will never negotiate with Hitler or any of his gang.

We shall fight him by land, we shall fight him by sea, we shall fight him in the

air, until, by God's help, we have rid the earth of his shadow and liberate its

peoples from his yoke.

"Any man or state who fights against Nazism will have our aid. Any man or

state which marches with Hitler is our foe
....

It follows, therefore, that we

shall give whatever help we can to Russia and to the Russian people."

That aid of which the Prime Minister spoke has already been considerable and

will increase to tremendous dimensions. It will make a severe but thoroughly

justifiable drain upon our resources and upon the supplies that would, have been

available to us from America, but His Majesty's Government is pledged to it and

it will be carried through in spite of all the difficulties of supply and

transport. Lord Beaverbrook has painted in vivid language the picture of what

we have promised with the Americans in the way of munitions:

/”Immediately
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"Immediately after the Prime Minister’s speech when Germany invaded Russia,
help began to flew to that country and there were continuous shipments of materials

and invaluable munitions to Russia from the moment the Prime Minister spoke right
up to and including the very day when the mission arrived, in Russia. It was, as

I say, a continuous flow. When we presented ourselves at the Kremlin, we asked

at once what was it that the Russian Government had suffered in respect of tank

output and of aircraft output on account of German invasion. Stalin told us.

He gave us facts as to the production of tanks and aircraft before the invasion;
he gave us an account of what had been lost, and a statement of the existing
production at that moment when we were there. Forthwith, after some consultation

together, the Americans and our mission promised to Stalin, to Russia, that we

would at once restore to them from the supplies in this country and in America.

from British and American exports, everything, everything, everything. We would

restore everything that had been lost up to that moment. And let me say at once

that what we promised in tanks and aircraft were exactly the figures for which

Stalin asked. We promised, the full figures; there was no cutting down, no

hesitation, no reserve. We simply gave what Stalin asked for in the full

measure” and he went on: ”There you may think that the story ought to end. But

it does not. There is still more. Certain raw materials and items had been

held over because we were unable to give any answer to the Russians. So meetings
were held in London, and as a result of those meetings, we have since undertaken

to send, or we have already sent, something called silver steel, a special type
of steel, phosphorus, machine tools in very large quantity, army boots, army cl th.

But, what is perhaps more important, we have forwarded a considerable quantity of

wheat, and that wheat is given out of our own stocks in the Dominion of Canada.

We have also shipped or are in process of shipping - some shipped and some

shipping - large quantities of sugar, and the sugar is actually taken from our

stocks here in Great Britain. The Minister of Food has given up those stocks of

sugar so that the Russians may have some immediate assistance, and that sugar is

on the way.”

The Link of Human Understanding.

We are allies and we have to work together in difficult circumstances, but

it is a fact that Englishmen and Russians can generally get on well with one

another when they are brought together. In old days the British community in

Russia always lived in the happiest relations with its hosts and the fundamental

compatability of character is still there. Great social changes have taken

place, but the Russians still have the same friendly temperament. It is not

that Englishmen and Russians are very much like one another, but that Englishmen

and Russians like one another very much.

The Bond of Similar Problems.

There are some interesting similarities in our political problems. For

example, the old Czarist Empire, like our own, was built up by piecemeal settle-

ment of empty lands and occasional seizure of control over more backward peoples.
That Empire had been transformed in the U.S.S.R. into a close federation in which

cultural nationalism has been encouraged and developed, and local government also

developed on a national basis while preserving the closest economic and political

unity. The British Empire, too, has this problem of preserving and encouraging
nationalculture and self-government while preserving unity. The British Common-

wealth of Nations and, the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics are alternative

answers to two somewhat similar problems. Each answer has its difficulties but

each answer manages to work. What will never work is Hitler’s answer, the New

Order, which must be permanently based upon aggression, robbery and tyranny and

upon utter contempt for the rights of all human beings - except Germans.

Other Similarities.

One could go on pointing out links and similarities and compatabilities

between the two peoples - such as the fact that they have been associated twice

before in preventing attempts to dominate all Western Europe by force. The

greatest land-power and the greatest sea-power in the old world are once more

united by the Germans against themselves. Each of the two people certainly

combines a thorough dislike for war with a tough, untiring, stubborn courage and

persistence in fighting which bodes ill for the war-loving Germans who have

called it into action.
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Two Great Leaders.

Both countries are fortunate in having at a supreme crisis of their fate

powerful, hold and far-seeing leaders who recognise one another's quality without

for a moment abandoning their own political principles and view-points. Of

Mr. Churchill it is not necessary to say anything, except, perhaps, to repeat
Stalin's exclamation, reported by Lord Beaverbrook, when he was told by the latter

that Churchill had authorised him to take the risk of parting with all the

aluminium that the Russians had asked for - "The old war-horse”, said Stalin.

Stalin can claim, like Mr. Churchill, to have foreseen this death struggle
with Germany. More fortunate than Mr. Churchill, he was in power continuously
during the critical years since 1928, and, it was he who forced through the

completion of the gigantic tasks of the successive five-year plans. Where

Mr. Churchill could have used the industrial resources already existing Stalin had

to build up the whole industrial structure before he could make the ornaments.

He had also to train an army in new tactics to meet the new conditions of

mechanised warfare. He was working against time. How well Stalin had employed
the short time available for this gigantic task of transformation has been shown

in the long and desperate battles of this campaign. For the first time the

Germans met equipment, numbers and tactics comparable to their own, and the

territory which they have gained has been gained at an appalling cost, a cost

which will have been in vain as long as the Russian armies remain in the field

and continue to fight. It is our task, our interest and our privilege to

co-operate in every way with the heroic people of Soviet Russia and with their

leaders, enabling them to maintain the struggle. We have to assist them with

planes and tanks. They will need from us and from America machine tools to fill

cut the remaining gaps of the great complex of industry that they have built in

the Urals and beyond. It should never be forgotten that the Royal Navy is

actively engaged in ensuring the arrival of convoys carrying British and American

supplies to Russia for transport via Archangel and the Persian Gulf to the

Russian fronts. Without this help and all the complex naval activities which

help to keep the seal clear, no supplies at all from Britain or U.S.A. would reach

Russia except, perhaps, through Vladivostock and thence along the 5,000 miles haul

of the Trans-Siberian Railway. Our blockade keeps from Germary the oil which they

must have if they are to continue the struggle, just an the resistance of the

Russian armies keeps the Germans from access to the rich resources of the Caucasus.

Between us, the oceanic and the land powers of the world, we shall one day crush

the German state and end the monstrous nightmare of Western Europe.

But there is one more aspect of aid to Russia which I must mention before I

sit down. Mrs. Churchill, the splendid wife of our indomitable Prime Minister,

has organized a British Fund for comforts and medical supplies for Russia. The

response has been truly remarkable. It has come from every quarter in the land.

From rich and poor, from Conservative, Labour and Liberal, from young and old,

from workshop and church, from banks and businesses and clubs. Mrs. Churchill

has herself asked me to say this to you on her behalf:

"The response has been overwhelming, and instead, as in most appeals, of

swiftly reaching a peak and then dwindling it is gathering strength like an

avalanche. To illustrate the universal sympathy which is sweeping the country,

I yesterday received, curiously enough, the same sum of money, namely £l5 from a

Conservative Club in Cheshire, and from a branch of the Communist Party in

Nottingham! Subscriptions roll in from rich and poor, not only in this country

But from all over the Empire.”

I hope that all of you here will not be behindhand in giving practical

proof of your sympathy with our brave ally.

DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE
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