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I thank our Chairman and Lady Violet very much indeed for the

exceedingly friendly words they address to me and to my country. But may
I be frank? So far as my own personality is concerned I am inclined to

think of their tributes as too good to be true. Quite sincerely I do not
believe that my personal role in the happenings of our days deserve such

high appreciation as we have heard here today.

But when the praise is directed to my people, that is quite a

different matter. When I remember what has happened in my country during
the last few months, when I try to visualise the simple and selfless heroism
of millions and millions of Soviet soldiers, of Soviet men, women and even

children, who are fighting with such devotion, such stubbornness and such courage
for their beloved Fatherland and for the great ideals which animate the present
generation of my countrymen; when I try to imagine the tremendous and
terrible sufferings which scores of millions of peoples have to endure in these

days, I begin to think that no words can be sufficiently eloquent, sufficiently
powerful, to pay tribute to this fine spirit.

There comes to my mind the saying of a Russian poet who once exclaimed:
"How poor and cold is our imperfect language." My hope is that the subsequent

generations will produce a really great first-class writer who will be able
to depict the epic of our present struggle with such tremendous force and with
such unsurpassed vividness as Leo Tolstoy did for the epic of 1812 in his

famous novel "War and Peace."

Tomorrow is exactly five months since the day when Hitler's armies,
with due observance of the devilish Nazi technique, wantonly and treacherously
attacked the Soviet Union. Looking back we can now strike a provisional balance

of the happenings during this fateful period.

There is no use in shutting our eyes to the grim realities of the

situation. We have had many difficulties in the course of these five months.

We lost one and three quarter million men in killed, wounded and missing.
We lost large tracts of territory with a very considerable population. We

lost a certain portion of our industrial resources -- although, of course,
the boast of Hitler that two-thirds of the Soviet industry are now out of

action fully corresponds to his usual standard of voracity!

We have had to evacuate millions and millions of our civil population,
which inevitably caused inconvenience, hardships and sufferings to our people.
In strict pursuance of the "scorched earth" policy we had to destroy, with our

own hands -- and this was perhaps one of the most tragic aspects of the

situation many of theproudest creations of our Five Year Plans, all those

great industrial undertakings, power stations, magnificent buildings, etc.

which had sprung up all over the Soviet Union as a result of the heroic

efforts and the great sacrifices on the part of the entire people.

But, on the other hand. Hitler’s plans of Blitzkrieg in the East have

completely failed.
We

have ample evidence that he sincerely believed in the

possibility to overrun my country up to the Urals in six to eight weeks. Upon
what did he base his fantastic expectations? He based them on three main

things:

(1) Hitler was sure that by using the "Bolshevik Bogey" for

the one hundred and first time he would be able to create a

united front of Germany, Britain, America, etc. against the

Soviet Union.

(2) Hitler further believed in the internal weakness of my country.

He thought the whole fabric of the Soviet State would collapse
at the first setback suffered at the front.

(3) Hitler finally was convinced that the Red Amy was a feeble and

inefficient body which would easily dissolve under the blows of

his Panzer divisions.
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How cocksure Hitler was in his expectations can be seen from the order of the

day issued by him when the German armies launched their great offensive against
Moscow some six or seven weeks ago. In this very characteristic document we

find among other things the following:

"In the last three and a half months the foundations have been laid for the

final gigantic thrust which is to crush the enemy before winter comes.

Systematically, step by step, preparations were made to bring the enemy into a

position where we can now deal him a mortal blow. Today, the last great
battle of this year begins."

And a week later, on the 9th October, Dr. Dietrich, the Chief of Hitler’s

Press Department, greatly improving upon his Fuehrer, declared:

"The campaign against Russia has virtually been decided with the destruction

of Timoshenko's army groups. Remnants of the defeated Russian armies are now in

headlong retreat along a front which stretches from the sources of the Volga to the

Black Sea. Russia as a military power is finished."

Well, in the light of the situation as it is today one has to admit that

Hitler may be quite human, at least in one respect; he can indulge, like so many

others, in wishful-thinking.

In fact what actually happened? Far from being divided against each other,
Great Britain, America and the U.S.S.R. are coming closer and closer together in

their common fight against Hitlerite Germany. The internal regime of the U.S.S.R.,

tested by the highest test possible - the test of a gigantic war - proved to be

like a rock without a single crack appearing.

The best testimony I can point to is the fact that with a view to bringing the

Nazi "new order" in the occupied parts of the U.S.S.R. Hitler had to resort, not to

any local Quisling - there is no such commodity in my country - but to the notorious

Alfred Rosenberg who, some few days ago, was appointed the ruler of these

territories. The entire people of my country are united in this struggle as never

before, united around the Government, united around our great leader who is at the

head of the Government - M. Stalin.

And what about the Red Amy? If we believed Hitler we should have by now no

Red Army at all. In his last speech, delivered on the 8th November, Hitler put our

losses at from 8 to 10 million men. (Significantly, however, he was completely
silent regarding his own losses!) If thse figures are correct, what ghost army is

even now barring his way to Moscow? The truth is that the Red Army, tested by the

most difficult and dangerous military operation that exists - the operation of a long
retreat - after five months of difficulties and hardships - retains not only its

full cohesion, but is unbroken on the huge 2,000-mile front, and remains full of

fighting spirit and burning patriotism. Is any other proof required to show what

a strong and powerful machine this Red Army is?

Thus all the plans and calculations of Hitler have gone wrong. And now, at the

end of the fifth month of war, his huge armies are compelled to undergo all the

rigours of a Russian winter among the vast devastated plains, without shelter and

warm clothing. It will be a hard winter, hard for both sides, but more so for the

invaders than for the defenders. For quite apart from many obvious reasons why this

will be so, it is necessary to stress that from now on a simple sheepskin becomes a

very important weapon of war.

In this kind of equipment we are far superior than our adversaries. Every

Soviet soldier, every Soviet peasant has a sheepskin. But has every German solider?

So far we have only heard of the blessings of "ersatz". If the Germans hope to

pass the next six months on our front in warm and quiet winter quarters, they will be

sadly disillusioned. Their winter quarters will be neither warm nor quiet, as

contrary to the general, belief, the Russian winter nowadays does not preclude the

possibility of military operations (perhaps in a little modified form), and the

Soviet armies will, of course, make ample use of this unique opportunity.
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It is not the first time that my country has had to face a foreign foe

on its soil. In the course of the last three and a half centuries it is the

fourth great invasion of my land. The three former attempts of this kind

were mercilessly beaten off by my people, who, on each occasion, were fired

with an intense feeling of patriotism. And it is historically a very

significant fact to note that the invasion of my country spelt the beginning

of the decline of those countries which tried to do it.

We have not the slightest doubt that the present invader will fare no

better than his predecessors. If backward, ignorant, serf-ridden Russia

of the past centuries was able to crush the most powerful and civilised

states of that time when they tried to destroy her independence, so much

more confident are we that to day we shall be able to annihilate Hitlerite

Germany. For today the Soviet people are an enlightened people and they are

full of the highest spirit generated not only by aprimordial feeling of

patriotism, but the great enthusiasm for their political and social

ideals. In their great resolve to go on until final victory is won, they are further

reinforced by the thought that they are fighting not only for themselves, not

only for their own fatherland, but also for the freedom and independence of all

nations.

Still, we are fully aware that our enemy is strong and that ifhe struggle

against him will be hard and prolonged. To bring our common victory nearer

and to make it less exhausting, every one of the Allies has to realise three

main things:

In the first place all the Allies and more particularly Great Britain and

the U.S.S.R. have to unite their efforts in the great fight against Nazi Germany,
and to think of it in terms of one common front. All the military, political
and economic resources of the two great Powers, together with their Allies and

friends, should be pooled and shifted from one part of the front to another

as the Military situation demands. I am glad that Mr. Eden talks about our

common cause and our united front. This is the kind of approach which is able

to solidify our alliance and to bring victory nearer.

The second thing, which is extremely important, is to have the right

understanding of the kind of warfare in which we are engaged in order to find

the best possible methods of combating our enemy. The main question which

now confronts every one of the Allies is this: how to beat Germany? I say

to beat, because nothing less than complete destruction of Hitlerite Germany

can satisfy us. Hitler declared that he pursues a war of annihilation against
us. Well, if he wants a war of annihilation, he will get it!

The modern war is being waged with four main weapons - land power, sea

power, air power and propaganda. All these elements contribute to the "total

war" which, because of Hitler, we have had imposed upon us. But the role

assigned to each one of the elements varies with the character of the country
in which warfare is taking place and the stage reached in the development of

the war.

After 27 months of experience of the general war, and more particularly,
after the five months of the Eastern war, it must be clearly understood that

Germany, which always has been and still is predominatly a great land power,

can be finally beaten only on land. All my respects to the magnificent work

done in this war by sea power - and I think here more particularly of the

British Navy: all my respects to the brilliant exploits of the Air Force, and

I think here more particularly of the British and Soviet Air Force. All my

respects to the work of propaganda which has achieved much in the enemy and

occupied countries and which, at a later stage, when Germany begins to crack,
might become the most decisive weapon in her final defeat.
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All of them have done and they will do excellent work. Yet it remains an

undeniable fact: the terrible menace of Hitlerism which now overhangs the

world will be finally removed only when the German army is utterly destroyed
and crushed. There is no other way to complete victory. Who thinks differently
lives in a fool's paradise. I reiterate once more: Germany can be finally
beaten only on land, and every one of the Allies has to contribute to this end.

Hence the necessary practical consequences must follow in building said training
armed forces, in producing the armaments, in preparing the strategic plans.

The third thing which everyone of the Allies has to bear in mind is that

there should be the right kind of spirit in which this war has to be prosecuted.
Courage, determination, endurance unbending will to win victory -- all this is

very important, but it is not enough. What we need most of all is the tempo,
the speed, the sense of urgency in all that is directly or indirectly connected

with the war effort. It is dangerous complacency to say "Oh, we will win the war

in our own time." Germany also has her "own time" and unfortunately it very

often happens that Germany's "time" and ours do not coincide. This is the main

reason Hitler has so far had his successes. The Minister of Supply, Lord

Beaverbrook, in one of his recent speeches, demanded "steam up'" This is the

right kind of language. This war cannot be won on the principle of limited

liability. It requires the greatest possible efforts, the greatest possible
drive. We must all be in it, and all out to it!

In conclusion let me say a word or two not about the war, but about the

post-war period, to which Mr. Eden devoted a very important part of his speech.
It is quite possible to win the war and to lose the peace. We had this example
in 1914-18. This time it must be different. This time we cannot afford to

repeat the former mistake. We cannot have another and still more terrible world

war in fifteen or twenty years from now. The present war, regrettable as it is

must lead at least to a stable and just peace based on the principle of self-

determination of nations and social security, a peace which guarantees to every

country independence and liberty in arranging its internal affairs. This implies
the tremendous importance of the post-war organisations of peace.

Perhaps the time has not yet arrived to discuss this very complicated problem
in detail or to envisage the exact shape of things after the war. But one thing
is clear already. Your country and my country, in friendly co-operation with

the U.S.A., will be called upon to play a very great role not only in the fighting
and eventual crushing of Nazi Germany, but also in the post-war reconstruction of

Europe and of the world. From this angle I warmly welcome Mr. Eden's announcement

that the British Government would like to base its post-war policy on the principle

of the closest possible collaboration with the U.S.S.R. I fully reciprocate
this desire. My Government would like also to base its post-war policy on the

closest possible collaboration with Great Britain. It would be futile to gainsay
that there are still certain difficulties in the way of this being accomplished,
but with goodwill on both sides, they can be and should be overcome.

In this spirit, in the spirit of close and friendly collaboration between

our two countries, Great Britain and the U.S.S.R., together with their Allies,

supported by the growing revolt of the peoples of Nazi Europe and with the

friendly assistance from across the Atlantic will, in the end, win a common

victory over our common enemy.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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