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CHRISTMAS POSTAL ARRANGEMENTS

The Postmaster General desires to call the attention of the public to the

difficulties with which the Post Office will again be confronted this Christmas

Season, and to the special need for the very early posting of packets, parcels,
letters and cards intended to secure delivery by Christinas Day.

Even in peace time, when adequate reserves of labour, accommodation and transport
are available, the Post Office has a hard task in disposing of the very heavy traffic

just before Christmas, but in war time the task becomes very difficult indeed because

a large proportion of the trained men are on active service, because road and rail

services are inevitably slowed down owing to black-out and other conditions, and

because deliveries, and collections from letterboxes, must be confined as far as

possible to the short hours of daylight.

THIS YEAR THE TASK WILL BE MORE DIFFICULT THAN EVER BECAUSE THE

POST OFFICE HAS LOST MANY MORE OF ITS TRAINED STAFF FOR SERVICE

WITH THE FORCES, AND THE RESERVES OF LABOUR, TRANSPORT AND

ACCOMMODATION, WHICH WOULD NORMALLY BE AVAILABLE, HAVE BEEN

LARGELY ABSORBED IN FURTHERANCE OF THE NATIONAL WAR EFFORT.

In previous years the public has generously assisted the Post Office in its

difficult task by posting early for Christmas, and the Postmaster General confidently
appeals to the public to assist him again this year by posting correspondence,

packets and parcels as early as possible, and by with-holding from the post, during
the period 15-26 December, anything which can be kept back until afterwards.

LATEST POSTING DATES. -- To ensure delivery by Christmas Day letters and

cards, and more especially packets and parcels, should be posted early in the week

commencing Monday the 15th of December - the earlier the better. The posting of

packets and parcels should be completed by Thursday the 18th of December and letters

and cards by Saturday the 20th of December.

DELIVERIES -- On Sunday, December 21st in England, Wales, Scotland and

Northern Ireland there will be no delivery of letters, but in some places there will

be a delivery of parcels.

One delivery of letters and parcels will be made in England,
Wales and Northern Ireland on Christmas Day, December 25th, but no delivery will be

made on Boxing Day, December 26th.

In Scotland there will be deliveries both on Christmas Day

and Boxing Day.

In Eire there will be no delivery on Christmas Day or

Boxing Day.

COLLECTIONS. -- There will be no collections on Christmas Day in England,

Wales and Northern Ireland except in rural districts. On Boxing Day, December 26th,
collections will in general be made only in town districts.

In Scotland collections will be made on both Christmas Day

and Boxing Day.

HOW THE PUBLIC CAN HELP. -- It will also materially assist the Post Office

if the public will again bear in mind two important points.

THE FIRST IS TO POST THEIR LETTERS AND PARCELS AS SOON AS THEY

ARE READY FOR DESPATCH WITHOUT WAITING FOR THEM TO ACCUMULATE.
THE SECOND IS TO POST DURING THE HOURS OF DAYLIGHT AND BEFORE

NOON IF POSSIBLE.

These measures will even out the flow of traffic, will enable much of the

preliminary work to be done during daylight, and wall relieve the collections from

letter boxes during the hours of the black-out.

The public are reminded that it is essential, in order to avoid delay to letters

and parcels, that addresses should be complete and legibly written; they should

usually include the name of the County as well as the name of the Post Town. Also,
where possible, a number should be used instead of, or in addition to, the names of

houses in addresses. In the case of parcels and packets, the address should be

written on the cover itself. Parcels should be well and strongly packed and securely
tied.
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TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS. -- Transport plays an important part in the Christmas

postal traffic.

IT IS MORE THAN EVER IMPORTANT THIS YEAR TO POST EVEN EARLIER

THAN LAST YEAR TO ASSIST THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO ARE ENGAGED IN

THE MAINTENANCE OF ESSENTIAL TRANSPORT SERVICE. THE RAIL AYS

HAVE A DIFFICULT TASK WITH LIMITED MAN POWER AND ROLLING STOCK

IN CARRYING TRAFFIC REQUIRED FOR THE PROSECUTION OF THE WAR.

The London Postal Region has approximately a thousand vans, but many more will

be required - both petrol and horse-drawn. Anyone with a spare van is asked to

inform the local Post Office immediately.

ADDITIONAL PREMISES. -- All over the country buildings will be hired because

the extensive Post Office promises are insufficient to meet the requirement of the

Christmas traffic.

In the London Region more than 100 temporary promises have been taken over for

this purpose.

NATIONAL SAVINGS GIFT TOKENS AND NATIONAL SAVINGS STAMPS.

The public can help the country’s war effort and lighten the postman ’s loadby

sending National Savings Gift Tokens which are exchangeable by the recipient for

Savings Certificates, or can be deposited in the Post Office or Trustees’ Savings

Banks. A new and attractive gift token will be issued early in December. These are

gifts which will increase in value.

They can also send National Savings Christmas cards. These cards will be issued

at Post Offices free on application but only to purchasers of a 6d or a 2/6d Savings

Stamp. The cards will be available about December 1st. Postal Orders are another

means of saving wrapping paper, string, and postage on parcels.

TELEPHONES. -- The cheap evening rates for Trunk and Toll calls will be suspended on

Christmas Night and Boxing Night. The full (day) rates will therefore be in

operation from 5 a.m. on Christmas Day until 7 p.m. on the 27th December. This is

in accordance with previous practice.

TELEGRAPHS. -- The Post Office will endeavour to provide full inland telegraph
service on the usual lines over Christmas, and all classes of telegrams may be handed

in at Poet Offices at any hour when they are open.

GREETINGS TELEGRAMS WHICH THE SENDERS SPECIFY AS FOR DELIVERY

ON CHRISTMAS MORNING CAN BE HANDED IN NOW OR AT ANY TIME

BEFOREHAND (EXCEPT ON SUNDAY) AND PREFERABLY SEVERAL DAYS

BEFORE CHRISTMAS DAY. IT IS EMPHASISED THAT THE EARLIER THEY

ARE HANDED IN THE BETTER, SO AS TO HELP IN EASING THE HEAVY

PRESSURE ON THE TELEGRAPH SERVICE DURING THE CHRISTMAS SEASON.

PROVIDED SUCH TELEGRAMS ARE HANDED IN WELL IN ADVANCE, THE

POST OFFICE WILL HOLD SUCH GREETINGS TELEGRAMS AND DELIVER

THEM ON CHRISTMAS DAY ALTHOUGH NO GUARANTEED 'HOUR' OF

DELIVERY CAN BE GIVEN.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS TELEGRAMS HANDED IN AFTER MIDNIGHT ON

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23RD, ARE NOT LIKELY TO BE DELIVERED ON

CHRISTMAS DAY.

Last year the Post Office anticipated that the number of Christmas greeting

telegrams would be greater than in previous years owing to the presence in this

country of large concentrations of war personnel. The increase which did result was

however larger than expected. During Christmas week of 1939, a total of 175,000

greetings telegrams was dealt with, whereas during Christmas of 1940, the record

number of 280,000 greetings telegrams was reached. This traffic was additional to a

very heavy increase in ordinary public traffic and is an indication of the

desirability of handing-in well in advance any greetings telegrams for which delivery

on Christmas Day is required, marking them accordingly.
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THE PUBLIC WILL APPRECIATE THE DEFERRED SYSTEM WHEREBY

GREETINGS TELEGRAM CAN BE HANDED IN FROM NOW ONWARDS

FOR DELIVERY ON CHRISTMAS DAY, AND THE POST OFFICE

TRUSTS THAT AS MANY PEOPLE AS POSSIBLE WILL AVAIL

THEMSELVES OF THIS SYSTEM WHICH HELPS THEMSELVES AS

WELL AS THE POST OFFICE.

As regards telegrams to places overseas, special Christmas rates

will not be available except to the U.S.A. To Empire countries, however,
the ordinary Empire social telegram service by the system of Cable and

Wireless Ltd., will be available, as also the cheap (EFM) service for

telegrams to members of His Majesty’s Forces serving in Empire countries

and in the Middle East.

GENERAL POST OFFICE
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