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NETHERLANDS CABINET CHANGES

Hot to be published or broadcast before Thursday, 20th November,

19.45 B.S.T.

It is officially announced that changes have taken place in the

composition of the Netherlands Cabinet in London. The Minister for the

Colonies, Mr. Ch. J.I.M. Welter, and the Minister for Economics and

Shipping, Dr. M.P.L. van Steenberghe, have resigned.

Her Majesty, Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands, has appointed
as Minister for the Colonies Dr. H.J. van Hook, who held up till now the

position of Director of the Economic Department in Batavia, and as

Minister for Economics and Shipping Mr. P.A. Kerstens, Chairman of the

Netherlands East Indian Catholic Party, and a Member of the Board of

Delegates of the National Council at Batavia.

The two new Ministers were purposely chosen from the Netherlands

East Indies so as to further strengthen the contact between the

Netherlands overseas territories and the Government now in London.

The resignation of Mr. Welter and Dr. van Steenberghe was caused

by a difference of opinion about the exercise of powers by the Prime

Minister. The resigning Ministers held that they should have been

consulted on all matters of general government policy, while the Prime

Minister was of the opinion that, in pursuing a determined war policy,
situations may arise in which speedy decisions must be left to him. In

such cases, preliminary consultations on a broad basis may not always
be possible.

The reputation of the two new Ministers, and the consultations

by cable which the Prime Minister has had with them, ensure that the

reconstructed Cabinet will further pursue its war policy with the

utmost vigour until victory is won.

As both the new Ministers are now in Batavia, and have to proceed

to London, the Prime Minister will, for the time being, take over the

Ministry of Colonies, and the Ministry of Economics and Shipping will

be led by the present Minister of Social Affairs, Dr. J. van den Tempel.

The Minister of Public Works, Mr. J.W. Albarda, will temporarily

take over the Ministry of Finance.
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