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HOW THE AIR OFFENSIVE STARTED

H.Q., R.A.F.,

Middle East,
Wednesday, November 19, 1941.

As the first light approached on November 18, a small group of

fighter pilots stood by their aircraft on a landing ground in the Libyan

frontier area. They listened attentively while their commanding
officer read the stirring linos of the message sent to them by the Prime

Minister, Mr. Pinston Churchill, on the eve of the battle.

A severe storm had raged all night, and many of the fliers were

soaking wet, but there was no doubt about their enthusiasm as they
clambered into their cockpits to sot out on a gigantic sweep of enemy

positions.

Circling overhead, they were soon joined by other aircraft, and

eventually, in battle formation, they headed northwards and took their

place in larger formations to escort bombers. In this manner the Royal
Air Force began its ceaseless twelve hours hammering of German and

Italian positions.

For months the enemy’s very life’s blood, of fuel and supplies has

been bombed as it arrived at Benghazi or Tripoli, Scarcely a night has

passed since April last when •Wellingtons have not sent their high

explosives screaming through the air on to moles and marshalling yards.

Now the battle has been localised. Wellingtons, manylands, Blenheims,

Albacores, Bostons, Beaufighters, Tomahawks, Martlets and Hurricanes are

attacking a variety of targets with a ferocity never yet seen or

experienced in North Africa.

Beaufighters, in their first big engagement in the offensive, had

a striking success. Five troop carriers, Ju. 52s, were shot down in

flames in the Martuba area. Two S.79s were also destroyed, as well as

four petrol tankers. Hurricanes shot down three Cr.42s. In all,

eighteen enemy aircraft were destroyed.

Bombers of the South African Air Force and the Royal Air Force

attacked motor transport and armoured fighting vehicles bogged in the

soft sand caused by the heavy rains, Tmini, Derna, Martuba, Agedabia
and Bomba were heavily raided, and much damage was done to military

objectives in Benghazi.

The Air Force operation in this battle in the Westem Desert is

truly representative of the Empire, South Africans, Australians, New

Zealanders and Canadians are fighting side by side with air crews from

the United Kingdom. A French squadron is there, too. The R.A.F, Forces

are under the command of Air Vice-Marshal A. Coningham, who lias succeeded

Air Commodore Collishaw as A.O.C., Westem Desert.


