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ROYAL AIR FORCE AWARDS No. 296.

The KING has been graciously pleased to approve the

following awards in recognition of gallantry displayed in flying

operations against the enemy:-

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER.

Acting Wing Commander Hubert Mortimer STYLES No. 407 Squadron.

This officer has displayed rare powers of leadership and organising

ability. As commander of the squadron he has played a large part
in raising it to its present high standard of operational

efficiency. The Squadron has been responsible for destroying or

severely damaging many thousands of tons of enemy shipping.

Acting Wing Commander Styles has himself contributed

materially to the splendid achievements carrying out his attacke

from low altitudes and in the face of intense anti-aircraft

opposition. This officer has set a magnigicient example of

courageous leadership and determination.

BAR TO THE DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS.

Squadron Leader Oswald James Milman BARRON, D.F.C. No. 220 Squadron.
Since July 1941, this officer has participated in several

determined attacks on enemy shipping. He has also attached two

oil factories on the Norwegian coast; direct hits were obtained

on the factory buildings in each instance. On another occasion,

Squadron Leader Barron carried out a sortie against an enemy

aerodrome in Denmark. Although his aircraft was severely damaged

by fire from the ground defences, he released heavy bombs on an

aircraft dispersal area.

In October, Squadron Leader Barron participated in

a very successful exploit against shipping at Aalesund. Skilfully

manoeuvring his aircraft, he reconnoitred the position and then

attached the largest ship, which subsequently san k.

He then flew

over the harbour and enabled his gunners to machine-gun anti-aircraft

positions, 2 of which were silenced. This officer has displayed

great leadership, and his determination in the face of the enemy

is most praiseworthy.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS.

Flying Officer William Howard Hall HOLLAND, Royal Air Force

Volunteer Reserve, No. 220 Squadron. One night in October 1941 ,

whilst engaged on a reconnaissance flight over Norwegian waters,
this officer observed an enemy escorted convoy. He attacked the

largest vessel and obtained 2 direct hits. In spite of heavy

opposing fire, he pressed home his attack at such low altitude

that his aircraft actually struck one of the ship’s masts. Later

in October, Flying Officer Holland participated in a highly
successful exploit at Aalesund, obtaining a direct hit on a vessel,

and, afterwards flew over the town and machine-gunned German

barracks.

Flying Officer Kenneth William John TARRANT, Royal Air Force

Volunteer Reserve, No. 220 Squadron. In October
1941,

this

officer was the captain of an aircraft which participated in a

raid on shipping in the harbour at Aalesund. In the ensuing

attack, Flying Officer Tarrant obtained direct hits on a 2,000

/ ton



ton merchant vessel, setting it on fire. He then attacked a fish

oil factory with incendiary bombs and machine gun fire. A deep red

glow was observed from inside the factory.

Throughout, his aircraft was subjected to heavy fire from the

ground and ship defences, but this did not deter him from pressing
home his attacks with great determination. Flying Officer Tarrant

has completed 300 hours operational flying, including many attacks

on shipping during which he has obtained several successes.

Distinguished Flying Medal.

747907 Sergeant George Morton MASON, Royal Force Volunteer

Reserve, No. 101 Squadron. One night in October, 1941, this airman

was the navigator of an aircraft which was detailed to attack Bremen.

Weather conditions were extremely unfavourable, making it impossible
to accomplish the original mission, but Sergeant Mason skilfully
directed his pilot to an alternative target. In spite of intense

anti-aircraft opposition, bombs were dropped over the target area

and very large fires were seen by the crews of other aircraft.

Sergeant Mason has completed 50 sorties, including both day
and night attacks against important enemy targets. He is an

exceptionally good observer, whose courage and determination have

set an excellent example.

754854 Sergeant Harold RAMSEY, No. 220 Squadron. This airman has

carried out 450 hours operational flying, involving patrols, convoy

escorts and numerous successful attacks on enemy shipping. In

October, 1941, he participated in a highly successful raid on shipping
and obtained direct hits on one of the enemy’s vessels from a height

of only 20 feet. Violent explosions occurred inside the ship, causing

a burst of flame and portions of the deck to be hurled into the air.

Sergeant Ramsey has at all times pressed home his attacks with the

greatest determination.

951320 Sergeant Aubr ey WELDON, No. 150 Squadron. This airman has

participated in 19 operational flights, on 16 of which he has acted

as a gunner and on 3 as first wireless operator. During a recent

raid on Mannheim, the aircraft in which he was flying as first

wireless operator was hit by shell-fire. The rear turret and the

back of the fuselage became filled with smoke from smouldering or

burning fabric.

Sergeant Weldon assisted the rear gunner, who had been

injured, from the turret, and commenced to beat out the fire with

his hands, finally putting it out with an extinguisher which was

passed to him. He then endeavoured to get the damaged turret to

function, but, as it had become jammed, his efforts were unavailing.

He therefore returned to his wireless duties and reported the situation

to his captain. The whole of this work was carried out whilst the

aircraft was flying at 16,000 feet in a temperature of - 25 c and
without a supply of oxygen. Sergeant Weldon has always set a good

example.
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NOTES ON CAREERS.

Acting Wing Commander Styles was born at BRISTOL in 1 914. His home

is at Keanney, North Devon. He was educated at Clifton and was

commissioned from Cranwell, after winning the Sword of Honour in 1 934.

He served in the Mediterranean and at Gosport on flying duties, and in

1939 took a course at the School of Air Navigation. He was promoted

Acting Wing Commander in May 1941.

Squadron Leader Barron, D.F.C. was born at WARLINGHAM, SURREY, in 1916.
His home is at St.Albans. He was educated at Marlborough, and was

commissioned from Cranwell in 1936. He was promoted Squadron Leader in

March 1941. He was awarded the D.F.C. in August 1941.

Flying Officer Holland was born in 1915 at BUSHEY HEATH, HERTFORD.

His home is at Tacinton, Somerset. He enlisted in the R.A.F.V.R. as

pilot in 1938 and was commissioned in June 1940.

Flying Officer Tarrant was born in 1917 at PORTSMOUTH . He enlisted as

pilot in the R.A.F.V.R. in May 1939 and was commissioned in August 1940.

Sergeant Mason was born at STOCKTON-on-TEES in 1917. His home is at

Eaglescliffe, County Durham. He was a bank clerk before enlisting in

the R.A.F.V.R. in April 1939 for air crew duty. He is now an air

observer.

Sergeant Ramsey was born in 1919 at MONKSEATON, NORTHUMBERLAND, where

his home still is. He was an electrical engineer before enlisting in

the R.A.F.V.R. in August 1939 as pilot.

Sergeant Weldon was born in 1916 at SOUTHPORT, where his home still is.

He was a solicitor before enlisting in February 1940 as wireless

operator. He is now wireless operator air gunner.

Directorate of Public Relations,

Air Ministry,

King Charles Street,

Whitehall, S.W.1.

19th November, 1941.
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