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THE TWENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY; THE INSTALLATION OF 
PRESIDENT MEZES; THE DEDICATION OF THE 

NEW LAW BUILDING 

OFFICIAL PROGRAM 
CELEBRATION OF THE TWENTY-nFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OPEN -

ING OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS; INSTALLATION OF SIDNEY 
EDWARD MEZES, PH. D., AS PRESIDENT; DEDICATION OF 

THE NEW LAW BUILDING, THE TWENTY-FIFTH AND 
TWENTY-SIXTH DAYS OF NOVEMBER, NINE-

TEEN HUNDRED AND EIGHT 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, 9 :30 O'CLOCK A. M., ANNIVEUSAUY 

AND INSTALLATION EXERCISES 

The Honorable T. S. Henderson, Chairman of the Board of 
Regents, presiding. 

Half past nine o'clock a. m.: Meeting of speakers llnd gu0;its 
with the officers of the University in the Regents' Room. 

Five minutes before ten o'clock a. m.: Procession to the Audi
torium, Prof. E. D. Shurter, ~farshal. 

West procession: Chairman Henderson and Governor Camp
bell, invited guests from outside Texas, State officials, invited 
guests from Texas, representatives of Texas colleges and uni
versities. 

East procession: President Mezes and Professor Garrison, Re
gents and former Regents, Alumni representatives, deans, faculties. 

Invocation by the Rev. T. B. Lee, Rector of St. David's Church. 
Hymn by the chorus and the audience standing: "0 God, Our 

Help in Ages Past." 
Historical Address by George P. Garrison, Ph. D., Professor 

of History. 
Mlusic by the University Band. 
Address of Installation by the Hon. T. 8. Henderson, Chairman 

of the Board of Regents. 
Address of Acceptance by S. E. Mezes, Ph. D., President of the 

University. 
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University hymn by the chorus and the audience, standing: 
"Dear University." 

Benediction by the Rev. E. C. Caldwell, A. M., B. D., Chairman 
of the Faculty of the Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, 12 :30 O'CLOCK P. M., ALUMNI 

BARBECUE 

Half past twelve p. m.: Alumni and old students form by 
classes in front of the Main Building to march with the official 
guests and the faculties to Wheeler's Grove. 

One o'clock p. m.: Barbecue in Wheeler's Grove. 
Half past two p. m.: Toasts, H. Y. Benedict, '92, Toastmaster. 
"Welcome Home,'' D. E. Simmons, '91. 
"The University and the State," T. W. Gregory, Law, '85. 
"Our :Founders and Benefactors," W. H. Atwell, Law, '91. 
"The University Under Our Penultimate President," Clinton 

G. Brown, '06. 
"The Regents," W. H. Wilson, Law, '88. 
"Col. Prather\; Time,'' R. B. Creager, Law, '00. 
"The Days of the First President,'' Otis Trulove, Law, '97. 
"The Medical Department," J. J. Terrill, Medicine_, '02. 
"When Dr. Waggener Was Chairman,'' R. L. Batts, Law, '86. 
"Mrs. Kirby and Her Charges," Fritz G. Lanham, '00. 
fSpeeches were also made by Judge Clark and Alumni E. Dick 

Slaughter and Dr. Samuel Red. Alumni Simmons, Atwell, Wilson, 
Creager, and Trulove were absent.] 

[At six o'clock the speakers and other official guests will be enter
tained at supper at the Driskill Hotel by the members of the fac
ulties.] 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, 8 :15 O'CLOCK P. M., CONFERENCE 

ON EDUCATION IN TEXAS 

A quarter past eight o'clock p. m.: Procession from the Regents' 
Room to the Auditorium. 



Anniversary Program 247 

Invocation by the Rev. F. L. Jewett, B. D., S. T. D., Incumbent 
of the Texas Bible Chair. 

Address, "The Duty. of Texas to Develop Higher Education 
Now,'' by S. P. Brooks, LL. D., President of Baylor University. 

Add:c,ess, "The Legitimate Function of Athletics in the Educa
tion of American Citizens," by the Hon. R. T. ::Uilner, President 
of the Agricultural and Mechanical College. 

Music by the University Band. 
Addreils, "The Professional Education of Teachers for the Mil

lion School Children in Texas,"' by W. H. Bruce, Ph. D., President 
of the North Texas State Normal College. 

Address, "What Texas Is Doing and What Texas Should Do to 
Educate Her Children,'' by the Hon. R. B. Cousins, State Super
intendent of Public Instruction. 

Benediction by the Rev. V. A. Godbey, D. D., Pastor of the 
Tenth Street Methodist Church. 

[After the Conference, official guests, alumni, and other old stu
dents are invited, the gentlemen by the University Club to a 
smoker in the East Wing of the Main Building, the ladies by the 
Young Women's Christian Association to a convP.rsazione in the 
West Wing.] 

THURSD:\.Y, NOVEMBER 26TH, 8 :30 A. M., DEDICATION OF THE 

NEW LAW BUILDING 

Half past eight o'clock a. m. : Procession from the Law Build
ing to the Auditorium. 

[The Law Alumni and other old Law students and the Law 
classes will gather in front of the Law Building to march to the 
Auditorium in this order: Alumni, other old Law students, 
Seniors, Middle Class, Juniors. J 

Five minutes before nine o'clock a. m.: Proce3sion from the 
Regents' Room to the Auditorium. 

West procession: Chairman Henderson and Governor Campbell, 
Dean Townes and Judge Lewis, guests from outside Texas. State 
officials, representatives of the Alumni, Law Faculty. 

East procession: President Mezes and Professor Williston, 
Regents and former Regents, Dr. Wright and Dr. French. guests 
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from Texas, representatives of other Texas colleges and univer
sities, College, Engineering, Medical, and Education faculties. 

Invocation by the Rev. Edward B. Wright, D. D., Pastor 
Emeritua of the First Presbyterian Church. 

Address by Samuel Williston, A. M., LL. B., Professor -9f Law 
in Harvard University. 

Music by the University Band. 
Address by the Hon. Yancey Lewis, of Dallas, former Dean of 

the Law Department. 
March from the Auditorium to the Law Building. 
Address of dedication by the Hon. T. 8. Henderson, Chairman 

of the Board of Regents. . 
Response by John C. Townes, LL. D., Dean of the Department 

of Law. 
Benediction by the Rev. J. A. French, D. D., Pastor of the First 

Baptist Church. 
·[At three o'clock p. m. the annual Thanksgiving Day football 

game between the University and Agricultural and Mechanical 
College Teams will be played on the Athletic Field.] 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH, 8 :15 P. M., CONCERT 

Concert of the musical organizations of the University, compli
mentary to the Alumni and other old students. 

[The concert will begin at a quarter past eight in the Audito
rium. The organizations taking part are the Glee Club, the 
Band, the Girls' Violin Club, the Girls' Choral Club, the Mixed 
Chorus, and the Orchestra.-After the concert, President Mezes 
will give an informal reception at his residence, 306 West Eleventh 
Street, in honor of the speakers and other guests of the University 
during the celebration, the Regents, State Officials, and faculties.] 

[The Alumni, other old students, and official guests are in
vited by the University Club, 2301 San Antonio Street, to avail 
themselves of its privileges during their stay in Austin.] 
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PARTIAL LIST OF ALUMNI AND EX-STUDENTS PRES
ENT AT THE HOME-COMiING 

Adoue, J . B., Jr.; LL. B., 1906 ; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Allen, G. W.; Lawyer ; Austin. 
Allen, W. P.; B. Lit., 1899, LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Austin. 
Amsler, A. C.; C. E., 1905; Oil Mill Manager; McGregor. 
Anderson, Edna; B. A., 1904; Teacher; Houston. 
Anderson, L. W.; C. E., 1905; Civil Engineer ; Dallas. 
Anderson, Mrs. Lowrey; B. A., 1907; Dallas. 
Ashby, Stanley Royal; B. A., 1904; Instructor in English, Uni-

versity of Texas.; Austin. 
Baer, Arthur; C. E., 1907; Stockman; Matagorda. 
Baer, Leon A.; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Baer, Rachel; B. A., 1907; ean Antonio. 
Bailey, B. P.; Vice-President and General Manager of Fort Worth 

Life Insurance Company; Fort Worth. 
Bailey, James R.; B. A., 1891; Associate Professor of Chemistry, 

University of Texas; Ausiin. 
Bailey, Will S.; LL. B., 1898; Lawyer; Calvert. 
Baker, Rhodes J.; LL. B., 1896; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Ball, T. J.; B. A., 1908; Student; Austin. 
Barbee, Willie; B. A., 1908; Teacher; Austin. 
Barker, E. C. ; B. A., 1899, M. A., 1900; Adjunct Professor of 

History, University of Texas; Austin. 
Barclay, G. W.; LL. B., 1899; Banker; Burlington. 
Barnes, W. M.; B. A., 1908; Venus. 
Barry, Frank B.; B. A., 1902; Traveling Man; Paris. 
Bartholomew, C. M.; Assistant Cashier, Austin National Bank: 

Austin. 
Batts, R. L.; LL. B., 1886; Lawyer; Austin. 
Beall, Jack; LL. B., 1890; Lawyer; Waxahachie. 
Bell, H. E.; B. A., 1901, M. A., 1907, LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; 

Gatesville. 
Bell, S. R.; LL. B., 1888; Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Benedict, Mrs. Ada S.; B. Lit., 1893; Austin. 
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Benedict, H. Y.; C. E., 1892; Professor of Applied Mathematics, 
University of Texas; Austin. 

Bibb, Lewis B.; M. D., 1908; Physician; Austin. 
Bickler, H. P.; LL. B., 1904; Court Reporter; Austin. 
Bickler, Max H.; Private S·ecretary; Austin. 
Blackburn, N. T.; C. E., 1903; Civil Engineer; Galveston. 
Blankenship, A. S.; B. S., 1904; Gatesville. 
Blanton, Thomas L., LL. B., 1897; Judge 42d Judicial District; 

Albany. 
Borden, Guy, Jr.; B. A., 1907; San Antonio. 
Boroughs, Margaret G.; Artist; Austin. 
Botts, Thomas B., Jr.; LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Brenham. 
Bowen, Mxs. Ed. ; A us tin. 
Bradfield, J. W.; B. S., 1899, M. D., 1903; Physician; Austin. 
Brady, W. P.; LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; Pecos. 
Brooks, Mabel; B. Lit., 1898, .i\I. A., 1901; Austin. 
Brooks, V. L.; LL. B., 1892; Lawyer; Austin. 
Brooks, :Mrs. V. L.; B. Lit., 1895; Austin. 
Brown, B. &. ; B. A., 1890, M. D., 1900; Physician; Kerens. 
Brown, Clinton G.; B. A. and LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Brown, Elise D.; B. Lit., 1905; San Antonio. 
Brown, Flora; B. A., 1905; Teacher; San Saba. 
Brown, T. A.; Teacher; Austin. 
Bryan, Chester H. ; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Houston. 
Buffington:, Thomas Patrick; LL. B., 1892; Lawyer; Anderson. 
Burford, A. L.; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Texarkana. 
Burford, M\rs. A. L.; B. A., 1902; Texarkana. 
Burney, Henry P.; LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Caldwell, T. J.; B. S., 1905; Student; Austin. 
Calhoun, J. W.; B. A., 1905; Tutor in Mathematics, University of 

Texas; Austin. 
Carlton, L. A.; B. Lit., 1887; Lawyer; Beaumont. 
Carswell, Trabue; B. A., 1905, LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; Decatur. 
Carter, B. A.; LL. B., 1903; Lawyer; Nocona. 
Casis, Lilia M.; B. Lit., 1895, M. A., 1896; Associate Professor of 

Spanish, University of Texas; Austin. 
Chandler, Mrs. S•. E.; Austin. 
Channell, R. J.; LL. B., 1905; Lawyer; Houston. 
Clark, Edith; B. Lit., 1901, lVL A., 1902; Teacher; Denton. 
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Cloud, Joseph W.; LL. B., 18!:ll; Lawyer; Austin. 
Cobb, J. J. D.; LL. B., 1908; Tutor in Public Speaking, Uni-

versity of Texas; Austin. 
Colle'J, Eugenia; Austin. 
Collins, Ellis P.; B. A., 1908; Galveston. 
Connolly, Tom; LL. B., 1898; Attorney; Marlin. 
Cook, W. L.; B. A., 1905, LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Houston. 
Dabney, L. M.; LL. B., 1887; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Dalton, C. F.; LL. B., 1903; Lawyer; San Angelo. 
Davenport, Harbert; LL. B., J 908; Lawyer; Anah1Jac. 
Davis, H. L.; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Hillsboro. 
Decherd, Mary Elizabeth; B. Lit., 1892, M. A., 1897; Tutor in 

Mathematics, University of Texas; Austin. 
Deussen, Alexander; B. A., 1903; Instructor in Geology, University 

· of Texas ; Austin. 
Devine, Helen; B. A., 1903; Teacher; Austin. 
Devine, Kitty; San Antonio. 
Din, Minnie G.; B. A., 1887; Teacher; Austin. 
Dilworth, Lula; B. A., 1908; Teacher; Rockdale. 
Dinsmore, John P .; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Sulphur Springs. 
Downs, J. T., Jr.; Student; Galveston. 
Dressen, B. J.; LL. B., 1903; General Land Office; Austin. 
Duggan, Arthur P.; LL. B., 1899; Cashier Trust Company; Den-

ton. 
Duncan, :.'\frs. Annie J or. Gardner; B. A., 1905; Egypl. 
Duncan, I. Vance; Cattle Business; Egypt. 
Ellingson, 0 . J. S.; C. E., 1906; Instructor in Drawing, Uni-

versity of Texas; Austin. 
Endress, George A.; C. E., 1893; Architect; Austin. 
Estill, A. Julia; B. 8., 1904, M. S., 1905; Teacher; Fredericksburg. 
Etheridge, J. H.; Clerk U. S. Engineers; Dallas. 
Evans, Cecil Eugene; M. A., 1906; General Agent, Conference for 

Education in Texas; Austin, 
Evans, H. Louise; B. A., 1908; Fellow in Latin, University of 

Texas ; Dallas. 
Fahey, Pat N.; LL. B., l 908; Lawyer; Navasota. 
Feuille, Frank, Jr.; B. A., 1908; Student; Austin. 
Fink, H ., Jr.; E. E., 1908; San Antonio. 
Fisher, S. W.; LL. B.; Lawyer; Austin. 
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Fisher, W. W.; LL. B., 1900; GeneraJ Agent Insurance; Austin. 
Fletcher, Thomas; B. Lit., 1901; Teacher; San Marcos 
Fonda, C. Luella; B. A., 1906; Teacher; Austin. 
Frank. D. A.; LL. B., 1903, B. A., 1905; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Frazier, A. M.; LL. B., 1904; Lawyer; Hillsboro. 
Frost, Mrs. C. C.; Austin. 
Fuchs, J. R.; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; New Braunfels. 
Furman, D. S.; B. A., 1896; Agent American Book Co.; Dallas. 
Gamble, Jesse F.; B. S., 1904, M. D., 1908; Physician; Austin. 
Garrison, Ada; B. A., 1905; Austin. 
Gibson, J. F.; B. S., 1902, M. D., 1906; Physician; Paris. 
Giesen, W. E.; C. E., 1907; Engineer; Austin. 
Golden, J. R.; B. A., 1904; Teacher; Van Alstyne. 
Goodwin, Lucy; B. A., 1906; Student; Austin. 
Goodwin, Osce; LL. B., 1885; Dallas. 
Gordon, William Andrew; B. S., 1890, LL. B., 1894, LL. M., 1895; 

Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Graham, Manny; Galveston. 
Graves, Effie; B. Lit., 1896; Teacher; Austin. 
Graves, Ireland; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Austin. 
Greenwood, T. B.; LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Wichita Falls. 
Gregory, T. W.; LL. B., 1885; Lawyer; Austin. 
Griffin, .Jam es P.; Secretary Texas Traction Co.; Dallas. 
Grinnan, L. P.; Banker; Terrell. 
Grosse, Alfred R.; Teacher; Coupland. 
Haidusek, George L.; LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; La Grange. 
Halbert, Ada Ben; M. D., 1908; Physician; Waco. 
Halbert, J. L.; Lawyer; Corsicana. 
Hall, Nellie M.; B. Lit., 1895; Cataloguer, University of Texas 

Library; Austin. 
Hall, Thomas C.; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Temple. 
Hamilton, James R.; LL. B., 1885; Lawyer; Austin. 
Hamilton, Walton H.; B. A., 1907; Teacher; Belton. 
Harris, .Fanny West; B. S., 1905; Henderson. 
Hart, James H.; B. Lit., 1899, LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Austin. 
Hart, Mrs. Nannie Furman; A. B., 1901; Austin. 
Hart, W. D.; LL. B., 1895; Lawyer; Austin. 
Hart, Mrs. W. D. ; Austin. 
Hatchitt, J. B.; LL. B., 1904; Lawyfr; Lockhart. 
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Hawkins, J. W.; LL. B., 1899; General Land Office; Austin. 
Haynie, R. W.; B. A., 1901, LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Abilene. 
Hays, Robert; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Marfa. 
Henne, H. G.; LL. B., 1903; Lawyer; New Braunfels. 
Hicks, W. B.; B. A., 1906; T<!acher; Cleburne. 
Hilliard, Warren M.; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Caldwell. 
Hogg, W. C.; LL. B., 1897; Lawyer; Houston. 
Hogsett, Joe B. ; C. R, 1905; Insurance; Fort Worth. 
Hogsett, eam J.; LL. B., 1889; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Holland, W. W., Jr.; LL. B., 1903; Lawyer; Bremond. 
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Holliday, Margaret; B. S., 1901, M. D., 1906; Physician; Austin. 
Holliday, W. B.; LL. B., 1900; Lawyer; Austin. 
Howard, Clement J.; C. E., 1903; Civil Engineer; Houston. 
Howell, E. R.; LL. B., 1908; Quizmaster; Austin. 
Hubbard, R. M.; LL. B., 1897; Attorney; New Boston. 
Hunnicutt, H. P.; C. E., 1888; Civil Engineer; Austin. 
Hunt, G. D.; B. A., 1903, LL. B., 1905; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Irving, Peyton, Jr.; B. A., 1900; Superintendent of Schools; 

Brenham. 
James, W,illiam Alonzo; B. S., 1894, l\f. A., 1895; Principal Ball 

High School; Galveston. 
Jarvis, )fay M.; B. A., 1906; Teacher; Austin. 
Johnson, James F.; B. A., 1904; City Superintendent of Public 

Schools; Lockhart. 
Jones, Frank C.; LL. B., 1896; Lawyer; Houston. 
Jones, J-. Homer; LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Galveston. 
Jones, Maud; Austin. 
Judge, L. Elizabeth; B. A., 1904; Teacher; Tyler. 
Keen, John H.; B. A., 1906, M. A., 1907, LL. B., 1908; Instructor 

in Philosophy, University of Texas; Austin. 
Kendall, Clarence; LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Houston. 
Key, Scott W.; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Waco. 
King, W. R.; Engineer; Hillsboro. 
Kirkpatrick, J. H.; LL. B., 1892; Real Estate Broker; San An

tonio. 
Kleberg, Marcellus, Jr.; B. Lit., 1903, LL. B, 190--J.; Lawyer; 

Galveston. 
Kleberg, Rudolph, Jr.; B. A., 1894, M. A., 1895; County Judge; 

Cuero. 
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Knox, Helen; B. A., 1908; Hillsboro. 
Kuehne, Henry; B. A., 1903; Physician; Austin. 
Kuehne, J. M.; B. S., 1899, M. S., 1901; Instructor in Physics, 

University of Texas; Austin. 
Lackey, Sam C.; LL. B., 1889; Lawyer; Cuero. 
Lanham, Fritz G.; B. A., 1900; Lawyer; Weatherford. 
Lavender, Roberta; B. Lit., 1896, M. A., 1902; Instructor in Latin, 

University of Texas; Austin. 
Lawrence, Claude; LL. B., 1903; Lawyer; Uvalde. 
Lesovsky, Frank S.; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Cameron. 
Lewis, Yancey; LL. B., 1885; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Lomax, J. A.; B. A., 1897, M. A., 1906; Teacher; College &ation. 
Lothrop, Hugh; B. A., 1908; Wholesale Grocer; Marshall. 
Love, Robert M.; LL. B., 1900; Clerk Comptroller's Office; Austin. 
Maedgen, William L.; Banker; Troy. 
McAfee, A. M. M.; B. A., 1908; Tutor in Chemistry, University of 

Texas; Austin. 
McCaleb, W. F.; B. Lit., 1896, M. A., 1897; Banker; Carrizo 

Springs. 
McClendon, James W.; B. Lit., 1895, LL. B., 1897; Lawyer; 

Austin. 
McCullongh, Louis B.; LL. B., 1901; Waco. 
McKie, Blanche ; Corsicana. 
McKnight, A. H.; LL. B., 1900; Lawyer; Dallas. 
McMahon, Winston; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Houston. 
McN eill, A. G.; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Mc Vea, J . C.; C. E., 1897; Civil Engineer; Ennis. 
Marshall, C. W.; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; El Paso. 
Mathis, Arthur; B. S., 1906; ~\ferchant; Rockport. 
Mendell, George, Jr. ; LL. B., 1883; Lawyer; Austin. 
Mitchell, J. E.; C. E., 1905; Civil Engineer; Diboll. 
Miller, P. T.; C. E., 1900; Teacher; San Marcos. 
Mobley, John A.; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Athens. 
Moffett, F. G.; B. A., 1903, LL. B., 1904; Lawyer; Edna. 
Montgomery, P. V.; B. A., 1907; Fort Worth. 
Moore, Adrian T.; Fire Insurance and Real Estate; Waco. 
Moore, K T., Jr.; B. A., 1898, M. A., 1900, LL. B., 1902; Law

yer; El Paso. 
Morgan; Gladys Eleanor; B. A., 1904; San Antonio. 
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Morrow, Tarlton; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Hillsboro. 
Munn, William H.; Lawyer; Georgetown. 
Munson, J. W.; LL. B., 1888; Lawyer; Angleton. 
Muse, J. C., Jr.; Lawyer; Dallas. . 
Nelson, Joseph Edward; B. A., lfl07; Teaching; Gonzales. 
Neu, C. L. T.; B. A., 1908; Student; Brenham. 
Nunn, William H; LL. B., 1895; Lawyer; Georgetown. 
Odell, W. M.; LL. B., 1899; Lawyer; Cleburne. 
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Oneal, Ben G.; LL. B., 1906; Comptroller's Department; Austin. 
Oxford, J. W.; M. D., 1906; Physician; Austin. 
Palm, John Cavileer; B. S., 1896, LL. B., 1898; Attorney; Fort 

Worth. 
Palm, T. J.; C. E., 1903; Civil Engineer; Dallas. 
Parker, A. J.; LL. B., 1892 ; County Judge; Karnes City. 
Parker, W. R.; LL. B., 1892; Lawyer; San Antonio. 
Payton, Eula; B. Lit., 1899; Teacher; Austin. 
Pearce, J. E.; B. Lit., 1894, M. A., 1896; Principal of High 

School; Austin. 
Penick, Daniel A.; B. A., 1891 ; Adjunct Professor of Latin and 

Greek, University of Texas ; Austin. 
Perfect, Floy De Vore; B. A., 1907 ; Teacher; Brenham. 
Pessels, C.; B. Lit., 1886, M. A., 1892; Teacher ; San Antonio. 
Pettey, .N elwyn B.; Dallas. 
Pickett, E. B., Jr.; LL. B., 1899; Lawyer; Liberty. 
Pietzner, 0. L.; LL. B., 1900; Lawyer; Houston. 
Pool, Adrian; B. S., 1906, LL. B., 1907 ; Lawyer; El Paso . 
Pope, Alex; B. S. and LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Pope, John B.; Real Estate; Austin. 
Pope, W. Elmer; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Corpus Christi. 
Porter, R C.; LL. B., 1886; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Potts, Charles S•.; B. A. and l\L A., 1902; Instructor in Political 

Economy, University of Texas; Austin. 
Pounds, J\fay; Kirbeyville. 
Powell, Ben H.; B. Lit. and LL. B., 1903; Attorney; Huntsville. 
Prather, William L.; B. Lit., J 901, M. A. and LL. B., 1903; 

Lawyer; Waco. 
Puett, J. C.; B. S., 1901; Grocer; Temple. 
Ramsdell, Charles W.; B. A., 1903, M. A., 1904; Instructor m 

History, University of Texas; Austin. 
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Ramsdell, M. H.; Office Man; Dallas. 
Ramsdell, Mrs. Susie Griffith; B. S., 1904; Austin. 
Rather, Ethel Z.; B. A., 1902, M. A., 1903; Austin. 
Reaves, Carrie; B. A., 1907; Teacher; Brownwood . 

• Rector, T. Morris; B. S., 1905, LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Bastrop. 
Red, Samuel; B. A., 1885; Physician; Houston. 
Reese, Laura; Teacher; Gonzales. 
Rembert, Adair; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Richardson, W. H., Jr.; Merchant; Austin. 
Richter, Leilet E.; B. A., 190'?'; Teacher; Fredericksburg. 
Roberts, 0. E.; LL. B., 1900; Lawyer; Taylor. 
Roberts, Mrs. 0 . E.; Taylor. 
Robertson, A. D. ; B. Lit., 1907, LL. B., 1908; M., K. & 'r. Rail

road; Denison. 
Robertson, L. C.; B. S., 190!, C. E., 1908; Civil Engineer; 

Houston. 
Rcbinson, John D.; LL. B., 1897; District Attorney; Belton. 
Rogan, Octavia F.; B. A., 1908; Student, University of Texas; 

Austin. 
Rowe, Charles Elmer; E. E., 1900; Adjunct Professor of 11-!ining, 

University of Texas; Austin. 
Rowe, Edna; B. A., 1898, M. A., 1900; Teacher; Dallas. 
·Ruckman, H. B.; Stockman; Helena. 
Ruckman, Willie R.; Helena. 
Russell, F. D.; Draftsman; Austin. 
Ryburn, Frank M.; B. A., 1907, LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Cleburne. 
Saner, R. E. L.; LL. B., 1898; Lawyer; Dallas. 
Schoch, Eugene Paul; C. E., 1894; Adjunct Professor of Chem-

istry, University of Texas; Austin, 
Schweer, L. H.; B. Lit., 1893; Merchant; Denton. 
Searcy, Katherine; B. Lit., 1906; Librarian; Austin. 
Shelley, George E.; LL. B., 1894; Lawyer; Austin. 
Sherer, B. H.; Merchant; Denton. 
Shipe, Maud M.; B. Lit., 1900; Teacher; San Marcos. 
Shuddernagen, C. L. B. ; B. S., 1902, M. S., 1904; Instructor in 

Physics, University of Texas; Austin. 
Shurtleff, V. L.; LL. B., 1901; Lawyer; Hillsboro. 
Simmons, D. E.; B. Lit., 1891, LL. B., 1892; Lawyer; Austin. 
Simpson, J. P.; Lawyer; J aclc;boro. 
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Sinclair, ,T. L.; B. Lit., 1904; San Antonio. 
Singleton, Albert 0.; B. S., 1905; Medical Student; Waxahachie. 
Sfaughter, E. Dick; B. Lit., 1897; Insurance; Dallas. 
Smith, H . Neal; Fort Worth. 
Smith, Martha Maud; B. Lit., 1896, M. A., 1900; Assistant Libra-

rian, University of Texas; Austin. 
Smith, Oxsheer M.; B. A., 1902; Banker; Cameron. 
Smith, R. R.; LL. B., 1908; Editor; Pleasanton. 
Smith, Ruby; B. A., 1907; Longview. 
Smith, W. D.; B. A., 1908; Law Student; Garner. 
Sneed, Walter G. ; Manufacturer and Land Dealer; Austin. 
Spreckles, A. W.; Banker; Coupland. 
Spence, D. W.; C. E., 1889; Professor of Structural Engineering, 

A. & M. College; College Station. 
Stacy, William H.; LL. B., 1886; Attorney; Austin. 
Stedman, Mary; B. Lit., 1905; Austin. 
Stevens, E. A.; Stockman; Round Timber. 
Stone, H. L., Jr.; B. A., 1907; Lawyer; Corsicana. 
Streeter, Marie; Austin. 
Streeter, Shirliereed; B. A., 1908; Teacher; Bruceville. 
Swann, Nancy Lee; B. A., 1906; Y. W. C. A. State Secretary; 

Austin. 
Symington, Edith C.; B. A., 1906; Tutor in Greek, University of 

Texas; Austin. 
Stubblefield, J. R.; LL. B., 1894; Lawyer; Eastland. 
Tallichet, J. H.; LL. B., 1900; l~awyer; Austin. 
Tarlton, John; LL. B., 1899; Attorney and Abstracter; Fort 

Worth. 
Terrill, .James J.; M. D., 1902; Teacher, Medical Department; 

Galveston. 
Thomas, Gates; B. Lit., 1900; Teacher; College Station. 
Thomas, W. H.; B. Lit., 1902; Teacher; College Station. 
Thompson, Robert A.; B. S., 1892, M. A., 1893; Civil Engineer; 

Austin. 
Thompson, Robert L.; LL. B., 1908; Lawyer; Stephenville. 
Tobin, Robert Wallace; LL. B., 1907; Lawyer; Austin. 
Townes, Edgar E.; B. Lit., 1900, LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Beau

mont. 
Turner, Tom H.; C. E., 1900; Banker and Broker; Dallas. 
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Waggener, Frances; B. S., 1900; Austin. 
Wagner, L. C.; C. E., 1908; ·a:ouston. 
Walker, Jennie; B. A., 1908 ; Gonzales. 
Waller, Ed win; Clerk, Comptroller's Office; Austin. 
Ward, W. H.; LL. B., 1902; Lawyer; Llano. 
Washington, W. 0.; C. E., 1904; Austin. 
Watkin, Robert N.; LL. B., 1906; Merchant; Dallas. 
Watts, Mrs. Ora Quaid; Cameron. 
Welborn, M. C.; C. E., 1903; Engineer; Austin. 
West, Pearl; Teacher; Austin. 
Whitehouse, May; Teacher; Cleburne. 
Whitis, Gertrude; B. Lit., 1897; Teacher; Austin. 
Whitten, Harriet Virginia; B. S., 1899, M. S., 1900; Teacher; 

Denton. 
Wilcox, C. A.; District Judge; Austin. 
Wilcox, .Mrs. Nancy Turner; B. A., 1901; Granger. 
Williams, Thomas J.; B. A., 1908; Teacher; Austin. 
Wilson, Charlie; B. A., 1908; Teacher; Austin. 
Wilson, 1\frs. Olga Pool; B. S., 1902; El Paso. 
Wimbish, J. S., Ph. G., 1901; Druggist; Austin. 
Winkler, E. W.; B. Lit., 1899, M. A., 1900; Chief Clerk in De-

partment of Agriculture; Austin. 
Winter, B. A.; Lawyer; Henrietta. 
Wiseman, R. A.; B. A., 1901; Banker; Floresville. 
Wolf, Maurice; LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; Houston. 
Wolff, Ernest J.; Teacher; Marlin. 
Woodward, D. K., Jr.; B. S., 1901; Lawyer; Austin. 
Wortham, R. W.; LL. B., 1899; Lawyer; Paris. 
Wright, Evelyn B.; B. A., 1904; Teacher; Austin. 
Wroe, 0. M.; LL. B., 1906; Lawyer; Teague. 
Young, W. F.; LL. B., 1904; Lawyer; Fort Worth. 
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THE FIRST FACULTY, 1883-84 

BBOlJN, DB. WILLIAM LEROY, Professor oi Mathematics, 1883-84, was in 
June, 1884, elected chairman of the Faculty, but during the summer re· 
signed to accept the presidency of the .A. & M. College at .Auburn, .Ala. 

DABNEY, DB. R. L., Professor of Philosophy and Political Science, 
1883·84, came from Hampden-Sidney College, Va., and during the war was 
a member of Stonewall Jackson's staff. He died January 3, 1898, at Vic· 
toria, Texas. 

GoULD, JUDGE ROBERT S., Professor of Law, 1883-1904, died at his home 
in .Austin in the summer of 1904. 

HUMPHREYS, DB. MILTON W., Professor of Ancient Languages, 1883-87, 
came from Vanderbilt University, and since his resignation in 1887 has 
been Professor of Greek at the University of Virginia. 

MALLET, DB. J. W., Ch31irman of the Faculty, Professor of Chemistry 
and temporarily in charge of Physics, 1883-84, came from the University 
of Virginia. .At the end of the year he resumed his connection with the 
University of Virginia, where he is still at work. 

RoBEBTB, O. 1'.L, Professor of Law, 1883·93, was Governor of Texas, 
1879-1883. He died at his home in .Austin in 1898. 

TALLICHET, DB. H., Professor of Modern Languages, 1883-91, died in 
.Austin in 1894. 

'WAGGENER, DR. LESLIE, Professor of English Language, History, and 
Literature, 1883-87; Professor of English, 1887-96; Chairman of the 
Faculty, 1884-94; and President at interi1n, 1895-96. He died in Colorado 
in the summer af 1896. 
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BRAMLETTE, DR. EDGAR E ., Assistant Instructor in Mathematics and 
Ancient Languages, 1883-84; Assistant Instructor in Ancient Languages, 
1884-86; now Superintendent of Schools at Texarkana, Texas. 

DABNEY, DR. R. L., Professor of Philmmphy and Political Science, 
1883-94, eame from Hampden-Sidney College, Va., and during the war 
was a member of Stonewall Jackson's staff. He died in 1898 in Victoria, 
Texas. 

EVERHART, DR. EDGAR E., Associate Professor of Chemistry, 1884-!*I; 
Professor of Chemistry, 1889-94, when he resigned and went to Decatur, 
Ga. 

GARRISON, DR. GEORGE PIERCE, Assistant Instructor in English and His
tory, 1884-88; Assistant Professor of History, 1889-90; Adjunct Professor 
of History, 1890-91 ; Associate Professor of History, 1891-97; Professor 
of History, 1897-. 

GoMPEBTZ, CHARLES F., Assistant In~tructor in Modern Languages, 
1884-86. 

GOULD, JUDGE ROBERT S., Professor of Law, 1883-1904; died at his home 
in Austin in the summer of 1904. 

HALSTED, DB. GEORGE BRUCE, Professor of Pure and Applied Mathe
matics, 1884-90; Professor of Pure Mathematics, 1890-1902. He now lives 
in Colorado. 

HARRISON, DB. JAMES F., Associate Professor of Physics, 1884-85. 

H UMPHREYS, DR. MILTON w., Professor of Ancient Languages, 1883-87; 
came from Vanderbilt University and since his resignation in 1887 has 
;been Professor of Greek at the University of Virginia. 

LANE, DB. ALVIN V., Assistant Instructor in Mathema.tics and Graphics, 
1884-85; Associate Professor of Mathematics, 1885-88; resigned to enter 
the banking business, which he has since followed in Dallas. 

ROBERTS, 0. M., Professor of Law, 1883-93; was Governor of Texas, 
1879-83. He died at his home in Austin in 1898. 

TALLICHET, DR. H., Professor of Modern Languages, 1883-91; died in 
Auetin in 1894. 

WAGGENER, DB. LESLIE, Professor of English Language, History, and 
Literature, 1883-87; Professor of English, 1887 -96; Chairman of the Fac
ulty, 1884-94; anJ President at interim, 1895-96. He died in Colorado in 
the summer of -18!16. 
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ANNIVERSARY AND INSTALLATION EXERCISES 

THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-THUS FAR 

BY GEORGE P. GARRISON, PH. D., PROFESSOR OF HISTORY 

In the historical sketch of the University of Texas which I am 
to give on this occasion, I shall deal mainly with facts of which 
I have personal knowledge. Most, therefore, of what I shall say 
will concern the actual organized life of the institution since it 
opened its doors to students in September, 1883. But the poten
tial existence of the University dates from 1839; and it is necessary 
to begin with a brief survey of this forty-four-year interval of 
hope deierred. 

So far as I have been able to learn, the idea of a University of 
Texas originated in the mind of President Lamar. It is true that 
the first constitution of the Republic, which was adopted in Sep
tember, 1836, laid on Congress the duty of providing by law, 
as soon as circumstances should permit, a general system of edu
cation; but it was not specificed that the system should include a 
university. The earliest reference to such an institution that I 
have found is in Lamar's message of December 20, 1838, at the 
opening of the third Texas Congress, where he asserts with san
guine enthusiasm that the endowment of a good system of ele
mentary education and the establishment of a university in which 
the highest branches of science may be taught can be at once 
effected without the expenditure of a single dollar. This message 
it is, by the way, that contains the famous educational apothegm 
adopted as the motto of the University, "Cultivated mind is the 
guardian genius of democracy." 

In obedience to the recommendation of President Lamar and 
the mandate of the constitution of 1836, the House Committee 
on Education, through its chairman, Mr. E. W. Cullen, on January 
4, 1839, reported a bill setting apart three leagues of land for a 
primary school or academy in each county, and twenty leagues for 
the establishment of two colleges or universities, one to be in 
eastern and the other .in western Texas. After having been 
amended so that the amount of land was raised to fifty leagues and 
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the clause relative to the location of the colleges or universities 
stricken out, the bill was approved by the President, January 26, 
1839. The second of these amendments was afterwards adduced 
as evidence that the Legislature meant the two institutions to be 
not one for each of two different sections, but one for each sex. 

Meanwhile a bill for the location of the capital of Texas had 
been approved on January 14. It provided for the appointment of 
commissioners to choose the site and of an agent to have the pros
pective city-which was to be named Austin-laid off and to attend 
to the sale of lots. Among his other duties, the agent was to set 
apart a number of the most eligible lots for various public build
ings, one of which was a university. The agent appointed was 
Judge Edwin Waller. The site was selected and the city laid off 
in the summer of 1839. As the map made by one of the sur
veyors who did the work indicates, the university reservation was 
the block west of Rio Grande Street and south of Twelfth, on 
which now stands the Pease School. The block immediately north 
of it, which is still vacant, was reserved for an academy. On the 
map Twelfth Street appears as "College Avenue," and by this name 
it was known until the original designations of the streets run
ning east and west were changed to numbers. When and why the 
present campus was substituted for the Pease School block as the 
site of the projected university I have not been able to ascertain, 
but it was by no means an undesirable exchange. 

For nineteen years after the endowment of the University was 
begun at the instance of President Lamar, little was done towards 
the accomplishment of his beneficent design. Annexation, the 
Mexican war, and the boundary readjustment of 1850 each in its 
turn prolonged the feverish anxiety which had prevailed in Texas 
from the days of the Revolution and had done so much to retard 
its industrial and educational progress. But the interests of e<luca
tion, though too much neglected, were by no means forgotten. 
The constitution of 1846 repeated the injunction to the Legisla
ture concerning a system of public instruction and made it far 
more specific and unequivocal. The act of January 31, 1854, at 
length provided for the establishment of a system of public schools; 
a:i:J.d that of February 11, 1858, for the establishment of the Uni
versity. On the provisions of this act I have not time to dwell, 
further than to note that it renewed the fifty-league appropria-
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tion of 1839, and added to it one-tenth of the alternate sectioniol 
surveyed by the railroads and reserved to the State under the act 
of January 30, 1854, together with one hundred thousand dollars 
in United States bonds. 

It is needless to say that the University was not organized undei 
the act of 1858; for soon thereafter came the Civil War, followed 
by reconstruction, and in the meantime such a consummation was 
impossible. The University fund, which had been slowly accumu
lating in the treasury of the State, was turned into the general rev
enue, and for fifteen years the attention of the people of Texas was 
centered mainly upon other things than higher education by the 
State. But it should be noted tha the constitution of 1866 was the 
first to include the requirement of provision for the University; and 
that an ordinance of the convention which framed this constitution 
directed the return to the University fund of the larger part of 
the money which had been borrowed from it. An act approved 
November 12, 1866, provided for the execution of this mandate, 
and in various respects amended the act of 1858; and boards of 
so-called "administrators" for the University were appointed in 
1866, 1872, and 1873, but they do not seem to have accomplished 
anything, or even to have organized. 

At length, calmer political conditions and growing prosperity 
brought the actual organization of the University. The constitu
tion of 1876 renewed the requirement to organize it; took from it 
the tenth of the alternate sections given by the act of 1858 and 
s11bstituted a million acres far less valuable, to which the Legis
lature in 1883, mainly through the efforts of Judge A. W. Terrell, 
added another million; made the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College a branch of the University, and directed, when the Legis
lature should deem it practicable, the establishment of another 
branch for colored youths. Each of these provisions might be the 
subject of an interesting essay on popular self-government and the 
making and operation of written constitutions. The exchange of 
lands practically destroyed the prospect-so good in 1876-that 
the University would begin its existence with an adequate en
dowment; the establishment of the branch for colored youths has 
never seemed practicable; and the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College has steadily repulsed the suggestion of cutting itself off 
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from its original root in order to be grafted on a parent stem of 
later growth. 

Finally, on Mlarch 30, 1881, there was approved a new act for 
the organization of the University. It provided that the institu
tion should be located by a vote of the people of the State-the 
Medical Branch to be seperate from the Main Branch, if the voter.; 
so desired-and that its establishment should be committed to a 
Board of Regents appointed by the Governor, who was to convene 
the Board for its own organization within thirty days after the 
location of the University should have been determined. This 
act followed, in its general outlines, the recommendations of a 
committee of the State Teachers' Association, which was appointed 
at the meeting at Mexia in June, 1880, and of which Dr. Oscar H. 
Cooper, now President of Abilene College, was chairman. Among 
the members of the Legislature who distinguished themselves by 
their hearty support of the University interests were Senators 
Terrell of Travis, Buchanan of Wood, Gooch of Anderson, and 
Wynne of Rusk, and Representative Hutcheson of Harris. Of 
these six, all except Messrs. Buchanan and Gooch are yet alive, 
and to each of them, the living and the dead, every friend of the 
University owes a deep and inextinguishable debt of gratitude. 

The provision which ha.<> resulted in the separation of the Med
ical Branch from the Main University originated as an amend
ment offered by Senator Stubbs of Galveston, which was at first 
defeated, but later adopted. 

Many places in different parts of the State sought to obtain 
the University, and .there was a sharp contest over the location. 
The election resulted in favor of Austin for the Main University 
and Galveston for the Medical Branch. 

In obedience to the statute, the Regents were convened in Aua
tin N ovembe;r 15, 1881. The members of the :first Board appointed 
were Ashbel Smith, T. J. Devine, R. B. Hubbard, N. A. Edwards, 
Smith Ragsdale, J. W. Throckmorton, J. H. Bell, and J. H . Starr. 
The Board, however, which met and organized the . University 
consisted of the first five of the list given, and instead of the last 
three T. M. Harwood, T. D. Wo0ten, and J. L. Camp. 

The cornerstone of the Main Building was laid November 17, 
1882. The amount then available for building purposes was not 
R11fficient to erect more than the west wing of the structure planned; 
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and even this part was not finished when the formal opening of 
the University took place, September 15, 1883. The exercises of 
the occasion were held in the incomplete building; but the classes 
met, until the end of the year 1883, in the temporary capitol, 
which stood on the lot now vacant at the head ff Congress Ave
nue, opposite the county court house. On January 1, 1884, they 
were transferred to the University building. 

The initial organization of the University, as judged by the 
standard "first class" fixed in the constitution, was almost as 
modest as even its enemies could have wished. There were but 
six professors, with four assistants or instructors, in the Academic 
Department; and two professors of law. Those of you who would 
care to see a picture of the original Faculty will find it in the 
office of the librarian. Dr. J. W. Mallet was professor of chem
istry, having charge also of physics ad interim, and was chairman 
of the faculty; Dr. Wm. Leroy Broun was professor of pure and 
applied mathematics; Dr. Milton W. Humphreys, professor of 
ancient languages; Dr. Leslie Waggener, professor of the English 
language, history, and literaturf:; Dr. H. Tallichet, professor of 
modern languages; Dr. R. L. Dabney, professor of mental and 
moral philosophy and political science; and Judges 0. M. Roberts 
and Robert S. Gould were professors of law. The four assistants 
were J. J. Atkinson in chemistry, E. E. Bramlette in mathematics 
and ancient languages, J. R. Ray in modern languages, and I. H. 
Bryant in English and histor.v. Thus it will be seen that each 
professor had for himsel£ not simply ·a chair, but a whole daven- . 
port; and it will scarcely be a misleading figure to describe the 
assistants as occupying modest but rather lengthy footstools, three 
of them one each, while the fourth had somehow, with such grace 
and dignity as he could, to sit on two. 

Of the eight professors, only two are yet living-Dr. Mallet and 
Dr. Humphreys, both of them at the University of Virginia; and 
of the assistants, three-Dr. Bramlette, now superintendent of 
schools at Texarkana; Mr. Bryant, who is employed in one of tbe 
departments at Washington; and Mr. Ray, who when I last heard 
from him was living on a ranch in West Texas. Mr. Smith Rags
dale, who was then proctor, has his home, as I understand. in 
Dallas. 

The only building then on the campus was the west wing of 
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the present Mlain Building. In some way room was found therein 
for all, and all managed to get on together in comparative peace 
and quiet. Whether this was because there were no organized 
academic classes and no engineers, I am unable to say; but I sus-

. pect our friends 9J: t~e Law Department would p~obab~y regard this 
as a good and su1E.cient reason. There was no librarian, and very 
little library. The few books available for the use of the academic 
students were all in Room 83, now the headquarters of the School 
of Geology, filid the shelving on the west wall of that room is a 
survival of the arrangement. No. 33, the present lecture room 
for physics, was then the Regents' Room; but of course it was not 
then fitted up as it now is, and the floor was level. There were 
rooms on the second and third £.oors on the north side of the corri
dor above the present No. 32, and corresponding to it in size, 
which have each been cut since then into two smaller rooms and 
otherwise changed. The law clesses met in Room 63, and in 
various respects the arrangement and uses of the· rooms were very 
different from what they now are. 

Entrance into the University was at least somewhat easier in 1883 
than it now is. There were, it is true, no affiliated schools, and 
the certificate contrivance had not yet been invented; but there 
were practically no entrance examinations, and this fact relieved 
the principal difficulty about getting in. The open-door policy 
resulted in gathering, to begin with, two hundred and twenty-one 
students, one hundred and sixty-six in the Academic Department 
and fifty-two in Law, ninety-three of them being from the city 
of Austin. Though they had been admitted on very liberal terms, 
and though some were without adequate preparation.. there were 
many of them who had gcx:>d training along with a high degree of 
intellectual strength and force of character. The list contains 
such names as those of Albert S. Burleson and Yancey Lewis, 
and a large proportion of others who have made good professionally 
and are well known throughout the State. I hardly need to say 
that the standards of work and conduct for the University were 
set high from the beginning. 

In June, 1884, Dr. Mallet's connection with the University 
ceased, and Dr. Broun was elected Chairman of the Faculty in his 
place; but during the summer Dr. Broun resigned, and at the 
opening of the next session Dr. Waggener was elected Chairman. 
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That summer were added to the Faculty George Bruce Halsted 
as professor of pure and applied mathematics, Jas. F. Harrison as 
associate professor of physics, Edgar E. Everhart as associate pro
fessor of chemistry, Alvin V. Lane as assistant instructor in 
mathematics and graphics, }<lrs. H. M. Kirby as lady assistant, 
George P. Garrison as assistant instructor in English literature 
and history, and Charles F. Gompertz as assistant instructor in 
modern languages. There is in Mr. Windsor's office a photo
graph of the Faculty for 1884-85, as well as that for 1883-84. 

At the opening of the session of 1884-85, those seeking admis
sion who were eighteen years of age were allowed to enter without 
examination; while those under eighteen were examined in English 
and mathematics, and if they were candidates for the B. A. degree 
also in Latin and Greek. As the regulations were administered, 
nothing except marked deficiency in English absolutely excluded 
a candidate. Notwithstanding thi':l freedom of entrance, the num
ber of students was a little less than for the previous year, being 
only two hundred and nine. In the list for 1884-85 appear for the 
first time the names of R. L. Batts, Beauregard Bryan, T. W. 
Gregory, Clarence H. Miller, and many other successful and in
fluential citizens of the &tate. 

To us who have had an interest in the University from the be
ginning it has never seemed small or unimportant; but candor 
forces me to admit that at first some who should have been in
formed did not see it like ourselves at all. No better illustration 
of this could be found than in an absurd story published in one 
of.the leading papers of New York City soon after the University 
was organized to the effect that the Faculty consisted of a father 
and two sons who had conferred degrees upon each other. No such 
things are said of the institution now. 

It is impossible here to follow the development of the Univereity 
year by year from . its organization to the present; and, having 
given so much attention to the first two years, I must now touch 
briefly on certain general aspects of its history, in such a way if 
possible as not to preclude a correctly proportioned impression of 
the whole. 

First as to the Board of Regents. In the early days of the Uni
versity the discovery of suitable men who were willing to accept 
a place on the Board and to continue therein seems to have been 
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rather difficult. How many there were who privately declined 
appointment before it was officially tendered I am unable to say; 
but up to the end of the session 1885-86, there had been twenty
three different persons appointed, of whom two declined and 
thirteen resigned. No more liberal and self-sacrificing body of 
men than the then existing Board-and I say it without dispar
agement to their successors--€ver took time and energy from their 
own personal affairs to give it without compensation to the work 
of founding a great educational institution for a State of rapidly 
rising standards, and their unselfish devotion should never be for
gotten. Ashbel Smith, President of the Board from its organiza
tion till his death on June 21, 1886, was a man of strong charac
ter, high culture, and wide experience, a graduate of Yale, and 
sometime minister from the Republic of Texas to England and 
France. Of the others belonging to the Board there were some 
who will be remembered only by the older members of the Faculty 
and alumni, but who proved their allegiance to the University by 
long years of faithful and efficient work on its behalf. One man, 
however, who had been appointed not long before that time is 
still a member; and his term of unbroken service now extending 
over nearly twenty-three years has, notwithstanding other changes 
and the decision of the Supreme Court in 1900, given the Board at 
least a degree of that continuing feature which the statute of 
1881 provided it should have. To him the University is greatly 
indebted in many ways; but chiefly, perhaps, for the example 
which he has set the rich men of the State in the generous use 
of his wealth for the promotion of higher education for the masses. 
This sketch would be incomplete without due acknowledgment to 
him by name, and I hardly need say that I refer to George W. 
Brackenridge. Mlay he live to see the realization of his most ex
travagant hopes for the University of Texas. 

As to the Faculty, conditions which I hardly need stop to ex
rlain have given this body a rather rapidly changing personnel. Not 
one of the original members is left among us; Judge Clark, Mrs. 
Kirby, and I are the only ones still here whose service reaches 
back to within the first four years of the University's existence; 
and there are but twelve whose connection with it dates from 
within the first ten years. These are, besides the three I have 
mentioned, Professors '11aylor, Simonds, Callaway, Primer, Fay, 
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Bailey, Benedict, Penick, and Miss Andrews. The institution has 
had, in the twenty-five years whose lapse has brought this en
thusiastic commemoration, eight chief executives. Only a little 
calculation is required to show how short has been the average 
term; and it is devoutly hoped that he who is to be inaugurated 
today will lengthen it materially. In some of the schools the 
changes have been almost as rapid. In physics, for example, there 
have been Hauison, Macfarlane, McRae, Northrup, and Mather; 
and in biology, which dates only from 1891, and its zoological 
branch, Edwards, Norman, Wheeler, Montgomery, and Newman. 

I wish the time permitted something like an adequate charac
terization of the greatly varying personalities of the Faculty, and 

. especially of those who are no longer with us. There have been 
the polished and scholarly Mallet, the Virginia gentleman; the 
true and tried Waggener, who steered the University safely through 
its period of greatest storm and stress; the strong-willed and con
servative Dabney; the keen and versatile Humphreys; the bluff 
and vigorous-minded Roberts; the refined and gentle Gould; the 
popular and capable Everhart; Hill, enthusiastic for the advance
ment of science; Sterrett, the big-hearted master of Greek; the 
brilliant and engaging Lefevre, and the unselfish and inspiring 
Norman, both so dearly remembered by all that knew them; the 
strenuous and forceful Batts; Lewis, the gifted orator; the gental 
and attractive Miller, to whom our hearts have so gone out in his 
sufferings; the experienced and daring organizer, Winston; the 
strong and patriotic Prather; Houston, the clear-headed and well
balanced executive; and Judge Clark, still spared t-0 us, the hest 
beloved of all. If I have omitted-as I know I have-many names 
that well deserve mention, please remember the conditions under 
which I speak; there are others to be heard this morning, and 
you must think of me as seeking to tell the truth and nothing 
but the truth, but not the whole truth. There is, however, one 
addition that must be made. If some angel to whom the secrets 
of all hearts are open should write down our names on the wall 
before us in the order of our loyalty to the highest ideals of true 
manhood and pure womanhood, of tender solicitude for every 
human soul and especially for the daughters of Texas gathered 
here seeking for knowledge, and of unfaltering devotion to duty 
as conscience makes it known, high above them all, as I believe, 
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would be written a woman's name, and it would be that of Helen 
Marr Kirby. 

The University plant has grown building by building and bit 
by bit, as the claims of the institution have been effectively pr~
sented, as it has commended itself to the people of the &tate, and 
as the Legislature has been liberal in its support. The beginning 
was made, as I have already indicated, with the west wing of 
the :Mlain Building. The central part of the main University 
building was completed, except for the galleries, in 1889. Uni
versity Hall, or Brackenridge Hall, as it is more frequently called, 
was erected in 1890 and opened for occupancy in December of 
that year; and in the same year the John Sealy Hospital was 
deeded to the State for the use of the Medical Branch. The Medi
cal College building and the Chemical Laboratory and heating 
plant of the Main University were all built in 1891. The east 
wing of the Main Building and the University Hall at Galveston 
were added in 1898, the Woman's Building in 1902, the Engineer
ing Building in 1904, and the new J,aw Building within the past 
year. 

The library, ·which is unquestionably the most essential part 
of the University's equipment, has not yet obtained its much 
desired separate building; but its growth will soon make that an 
absolute necessity. A few figures will serve to illustrate this 
growth. The library was begun with an appropriation of $1000 
for the year 1883-84. The next year the appropriation was raised 
to $4500; and it has varied since from nothing in 1887-88, when 
one hundred and one . students gave one dollar each out of their 
library deposits to keep up the periodicals, to about $5800, which 
has been the average for the last three years. During the first year 
after the opening of the University the number of volumes pur
chased was about twelve hundred. After that the increase was 
slow and irregular till during the session 1896-97, when the gift 
by Sir Swante Palm of his valuable library of twelve thousand 
volumes raised the number to 27,800. The annual additions now 
amount to more than four thousand volumes; and the aggregate 
number in the library is over sixty thousand, besides probably 
twenty-five thousand pamphlets and a large collection of un
bound Texas newspapers. 

The organization of the University was at first modeled largely 
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after that of the University of Virginia. There was no president, 
but a chairman of the faculty instead; and there were only two 
departments, the Academic and the Law. In 1892, the name 
of the Academic Department was changed to the Department of 
Literature, Science, and Arts; and in the catalogue for 1906-07 
it became the College of Arts. In 1891, the Medical Department 
was added to those already existing. The Department of Engineer
ing was given a separate organization in 1895, and that of Edu
cation in 1906. The Department of Medicine has had its dean 
from the first. A dean of the Main University was appointed in 
1899, and a dean of the Law faculty in 1901. In 1904, the dean 
of the Main University b€came the dean of the Department of 
Literature, Science, and Arts; and in 1905, the Department of 
Engineering was also given a dean. 

The history of the University entrance requirements might fitly 
be termed a struggle for a standard. The minimum age of ad
mission to the Academic Department or College of Arts, has 
been sixteen years from the first. In the Law Department it was 
first sixteen, but in 1889 it was raised to eighteen, and _finally in 
1896 to nineteen. In the Medical Department there was at first 
no age requirement for entrance, but applicants for graduation 
had to be at least twenty-one. In 1898, the minimum age for en
trance was fixed at seventeen, where it has since remained. But 
to make and enforce an age requirement is a relatively simple 
matter. The real struggle has been to secure the requisite prepara
tion for university work. Beginning with practically no absolute 
requirement in scholarship, the Academic Department, in which 
for the purpose of this description Engineering and Education 
may be included, has gradually asked for more and more, until 
in 1908 fourteen units were demanded-a unit being a year·s work 
in any one subject in an affiliated school-with three in English, 
two in history, and three in mathematics prescribed, and condi
tions allowed in only three. In 1909, fourteen units with the same 
prescriptions and without conditions are to be demanded. The 
Departments of Law and Medicine have followed a little way 
behind; but they are soon to forge ahead, in that a requirement 
of five full courses in the College of Arts, or the equivalent in 
some other institution of equal rank, is to be enforced in the 
Law Department in 1909, and in the Medical in 1910. The 
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University of Texas can at last claim to be up to the average 
in entrance requirements for American universities "of the first 
class." 

The requirements for the bachelor's degree in the Academic De
partment have covered, in a very substantial way, four years' work 
from the outset; but at first the courses were all prescribed. Three 
such degrees were given, B. A., B. S., and B. Lit. Gradually 
election has been introduced and the curriculum made more flexible, 
till the requirements now include twenty full courses, of which 
three and one-third are prescribed for all candidates for degrees 
and four and one-third for such candidates if they are men. Since 
1906, in this Department, only the B. A. has been given, and 
neither Greek nor Latin is required therefor. In Law, Medicine, 
and Engineering the curriculum has been substantially all pre
scribed from the beginning. In Law, it first covered two years, 
but in 1903 was extended to three. In the Medical Department, 
the time covered for the degree was at first three years, but the 
catalogue of 1895-96 extended it to four. For the degrees of C. E ., 
E. E., and E. M., given in the Department of Engineering, twenty
one full "courses each are required. The only graduate degree 
that has been frequently conferred by the University is M. A. 
M. S. was offered for a short time, as was also LL. M., or Master 
of Laws; but these were soon given up. The degree of Ph. D. has 
never been conferred by this institution, but there is a plan for 
it now under advisement. 

The University Summer School dates from the year 1898. Be
ginning with less than two hundred students, it has grown at 
length to nearly seven hundred and fifty, and has approved itself 
as one of the most useful :features of the whole organization. 
Certainly none has been more effective in spreading the University 
influence to the schools of the State. 

The organic connection, however, of the University with the 
schools is maintained by means of the system of affiliation. The 
use of this system was begun during the session of 1884-85, and 
it was copied mainly from one in use at the University of Michi
gan. The list of approved schools in the catalogue for that year
includes only four-the public high schools of Austin, Houston,. 
Galveston, and Ennis. The list announced the next year numbers. 
eleven. There are now 137, of which it is reasonably estimated. 
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that eighty will be prepared to meet the fourteen-unit requirement 
for entrance next year. The system was at first in charge of a 
committee of the Faculty; but in 1904 there was appointed a visitor 
of schools, and the next year he became the sole member of the 
committee. The duty of visiting the schools was at first entrusted 
to members of the Faculty; and, though a large part of it is now 
done by the visitor, others still assist in the work. The plan of 
affiliation has been especially serviceable in keeping the attention 
of the high schools and academies of Texas directed toward the 
University, and in assisting and stimulating them and thus in 
promoting all the educational interests of the State. 

The attendance on the University began with 221 students in 
1883-84, and reached low water mark in 1885-86, when there 
were only 199. The record passed one thousand during the session 
ending in 1900, and two thousand during that ending in 1906. In 
that ending in 1908 it reached twenty-five hundred. The pro
portion of women in the Academic Department in 1883-84 was 
about one-third, and this proportion has grown until it is now 
something over one-half. The proportion in the entire Univer
sity in 1883-84 was about one-fourth, and it is now about one
third. There are some, indeed, who fear what they are pleased 
to call the feminization of the University, but such fears are 
hardly to be justified. 'l'here is no more enthusiastic and effective 
advocate of higher education for men than the woman who has it 
herself. 

In the matter of discipline, there is little in the experience of 
the University that can claim attention in such a brief review as 
this, unless it be in connection with hazing and rushes and the 
honor system. Of hazing and rushing there has been some, nut 
the sober good sense of the students has usually saved it from 
especially dangerous extremes. Some of you may have seen the 
landscape along with the festive engineers, or have been taught 
to apply Blackstone by the Junior Laws, or brought to trial before 
the special court in University Hall. If so, I trust that you were 
never guilty of helping, on occasion, to play such tricks on otheri;. 
Can it be that any of you have sold elevator tickets to the fresh
men or helped to elect Sam Kyle president of their class? Do 
any of you know who painted the tank, or who was carrying a 
paddle of more than regulation weight that night last spring when 
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the law men and the engineers met on the campus, or who im
prisoned the professor of applied mathematics in the peanut gal
lery of the Auditorium? Probably you do not. I have sometimes 
thought it rather strange that thoile who are usually aware of all 
that happens should be so ignorant of things like this. Perhaps 
the passing years have already enabled you to remember some of 
them, and you may recall still others by and by; but it is not 
my purpose to cross-examine you. 

Most of the surplus outbreaking energy of the students has 
doubtless been drained off through the conduit of athletics. In 
the early days of the University there was no athletic organization, 
and little attention to the subject-nothing more than a little 
baseball and tennis, an attempt to have an annual field day, and 
an occasional game with Southwestern with its incidental beating. 
In 1893 came the first organized football team and the first victory 
over Dallas. What heroes they were, the eleven of that year
Morrison, Day, Furman, Lee, Will McLean, Myers, Paul and Ray 
McLane, Roy, Philp, and Moore! They were a husky lot. I 
wonder how they would hold their own with one of the more 
elaborately trained squads of recent years. At aily rate, they 
and the next year's team had an uninterrupted succession of vic
tories, till on December 14, 1894, came Missouri with fell intent 
and carried away our young and tender scalp, dancing the war 
dance to the tune of 28 to 0. We have had our revenge on Mis
souri, but not yet on Chicago; and, were it not indelicate on this 
glad occasion, I might speak of even more recent scores of which 
blind Fortune happened to turn us the wrong end. But we have 
abounding courage and faith in Texas; and we feel sure of getting 
even ·by and by with all our enemies. If not, the sport will be 
well worth while, simply for the sake of the sport. 

The honor system, by which the question of guarding e~ami
nations and class work from cheating is made the care of the 
students themselves, was early introduced at the University of 
Texas, and worked successfully for four or five sessions, when for 
causes that I can not stop to indicatf! it was practically abolished. 
For some years efforts have been made to restore its original force 
and effectiveness that have met with such encouragement as to 
give assurance ultimately of complete success. 

There are many topics pertinent to a historical sketch of the 
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University which necessity compels me to omit. Were this address 
not already threatening to pass reasonable limits, I should like to 
speak of the societies and fraternities, the musical organizations, 
the oratorical association, the publications, the Texas Academy of 
Science, the State Historical Association, the Young Men's and 
Young Women's Christian Asaociations, the University Club, of 
University Hall, of the University social affairs, of excursions 
on Lake McDonald, of picnics on Bull Creek, and a hundred other 
things that have gone to make up the varied and strenuous devel
opment whose outlines I have undertaken to draw. But the time 
forbids, and I must, therefore, ask you to add out of your own 
knowledge what you can, and leave the rest to your imagination. 

And now, ladies and gentlemen, if the details I have given have 
seemed to you prolix and tedious, I trust you will forgive me; for 
they are necessary to my theme, and with the time at my disposal 
it has been impossible to interweave the narrative with the asso
ciated personal and dramatic incidents. Into one brief half hour 
I have been asked to compress a history that it had taken a full 
and strenuous quarter of a century to make; and if the human 
interest has not been abundantly present in the telling, I assure you 
there was no lack of it in the making. Behind the £acts and 
statistics gathered from official records to measure the progress 
of the University, there is a story of toils and struggles, of cour
age and endurance, of alternating hopes and fears, of difficulties 
overcome and of dangers passed, which they can never tell; and 
by your gracious patience I must this morning give you at least 
some suggestion of how it runs. 

In view of the powerful influences that have menaced the unity 
and retarded the development of the University, every friend of 
either common school or higher education in the State may well 
congratulate himself that it has survived in substantial unity and 
has attained its present proportions. The original plan, reflecting 
a sharp division of contemporaneous sectional interests and in 
careless disregard of the expense that would be involved, provided 
not for one university, but for two. By 1858, however, more 
reasonable views had prevailed; and the act of February 11 of 
that year made provision for the organization of "The Uni"\l'ersity 
of Texas." There were some members of the Legislature who 
wanted no university at all, and others who still wished for two; 
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but a wise majority decided in favor of one and only one. During 
the struggle which preceded this decision, there occurred an in
cident which deserves commemoration. After a warm debate, in 
which were pointed out the danger that two universities would 
foster sectional feeling in the State and the fact that one alone 
might be so much more creditably supported, the bill was put on 
its final passage in the House, and the vote, though largely in its 
favor, was found to lack one of a quorum. Thereupon George W. 
Chi.Hon, of Tyler, who had striven earnestly for two universities 
in order that East Texas might be assured of one, and had refused 
to vote when the roll was called, had his vote recorded against the 
bill and allowed the will of the majority to prevail. All honor to 
the man who magnanimously declined to avail himself of a 
technical parliamentary right to enforce his own judgment where 
such weighty interests were involved. 

The peril ot division did not disappear with the statute of 1858, 
but the whole of the story is too long to tell. I can only refer in 
passing to the ineffective legislation of 1866 providing for both 
the "University of Texas" and the "East Texas University," and 
the abortive attempt of 1885 to establish in each congressional 
district an auxiliary academy to be supported out of the University 
funds. In both cases, the mischievous consummation was pre
vented, and today Texas enjoys the possession of a real university, 
not yet full grown, to be sure, but potentially "of the first class." 

Again, the growth of the University has been unnecessarily re
tarded by opposition from the friends of other educational interests 
in the State that they assumed to be diverse, and have, therefore, 
supported in the spirit of rivalry. Many an appropriation for it 
has been cut, and many a fierce attack made on it for no other 
reason. Some of the earliest assaults of its enemies were made in 
the name of the common schools; others were inspired by an un
discriminating zeal to serve the Agricultural and Mechanical Col
lege; and others still grew out of a mistaken fancy that to 
strengthen the University was to weaken the denominational in
stitutions. 

Never were assumptions more false, nor a policy better contrived 
to defeat its own ends. As to the common schools, I feel safe in 
saying that no other agency has done so much for their upbuilding 
as the University. By the plan of affiliation, it furnishes a con-
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stant stimulus to the high schools of the State; and, through the 
teachers trained in the Department of Education and the Summer 
School, it gives a continual uplift to the whole public school 
system. Thus it provides an ever-increasing constituency, not only 
for itself, but for the normal schools, the denominational institu
tions, and the Agricultural and Mechanical College as well; and 
whatever may be done to weaken it is in fact a blow struck also at 
them. 

There can be little doubt that these views are coming to prevail 
generally, and the prospect is now most hopeful for harmonious 
co-operation and mutual upbuilding among all the schools of the 
State, of every grade, both public and private. Its various nor
mals and institutions of higher learning are now, so far as I am 
aware, under the management of men who are not simply professed 
friends of the University, but genuine sympathizers with its ideals 
and its work. This being so, what is it that we can not hope? 

Between 1883 and 1908 the population of Texas has more than 
doubled, and its wealth has grown four-fold; but its advance in 
civilization would be hard to measure, or even to estimate. Better 
than all the added value of land, the ever-swelling product of farm 
and pasture, busy manufactories, and laden trains are the in
crease of culture, the finer ideals, and the higher life that have 
come to all. Hundreds of those among us who have won an honest 
competence go forth yearly to see the world and return with a 
keener sense of beauty, a better understanding of men and things, 
and a deeper appreciation of their own duties and responsibilities. 
But it is not only on such as these that this quarter century has 
bestowed its favors. The uplift has been felt among all classes; 
and from the remotest hamlets and rural districts young men 
and women have come to the University with stories of increas
ing wealth, better schools, and better things for the poorest . 
.Just recently the longest step in advance that has been made in 
Texas for many a year was taken when the constitutional amend
ment was adopted raising the limit of local taxation for country 
public schools and abolishing the two-thirds majority required for 
its imposition. In 1883, or even a long time thereafter, such an 
emancipation would have been impossible; but the persistent en
thusiasm of a brave minority has finally leavened the whole lump, 
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and henceforth there is to he no constitutional discrimination 
against the betterment of the common schools. This fact should 
put a new note of rejoicing in our triumphal song today; for none 
could show more clearly how much ground 'has been gained. 

Do not understand me to be clai._ming all the credit for the 
progress of which I have spoken to the University. Some of it 
means nothing more than material prosperity. Even in its more 
valuable aspects, the intangible and spiritual, it has resulted from 
the combined working of many factors. The healthy functioning 
of this institution is simply one of the most important both of its 
causes and effects. Every energetic and progressive citizen of the 
State has had his share in the movement; and special credit for 
it is due to that army of quiet but effective workers, the teachers 
in the public schools of Texas. What fearful expenditure of their 
vital energy has it cost; what efforts to arouse unsympathetic trus
tees and fan the latent ambitions of parents and children into 
flame; what brave struggles, bitter defeats, and desperate renewals 
of the conflict! Now, at last, we can look to the future with the 
assurance that there will be no retrogression. The uplifted torch 
can never be extinguished, nor will the runners fail. And having 
had so large a share in such glorious results, the University may 
well magnify its office. 

Alumni of the University of Texas, it rests principally with 
yourselves and those who shall from year to year be added to your 
ranks to determine what this institution is . to be. Most of you 
have already approved by your value to your communities and to 
the State, the policy of providing facilities for higher public edu
cation. There are two ways in which you can show your gratitude 
to your alma mater and to Texas. One is with your means, and 
the other by your efforts. Some of you have accumulated wealth; 
and perhaps a few may feel, with the instinct of the generous rich, 
that you have more than your own necessities require. A large 
number, I am sure, are disposed to give something for good pur-
poses even out of very moderate incomes. Let me assure you that 
all gifts, large or small, will be welcome, and may be given with 
the full assurance that they are worthily bestowed. The demand 
for expansion in every :field of the University's activity is urgent. 
If it is to grow as the State shall grow, and is to become the efil-
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cient civilizing instrument that our desires would make it, there 
must be a larger Faculty, more buildings, better equipped labora
tories, more books, more fellowships, and a hundred other things 
that go to make "a university of the first class." For years to 
come, every dollar that public wisdom can appropriate or private 
philanthropy contribute will hardly be enough for the end in view. 
If, therefore, you are prepared to erect a living monument to 
yourself, or to any other whom you wish should never be forgotten, 
in some commemorative aspect of this splendid development, you 
have an opportunity not to be lightly esteemed. And, if you have 
not money to give, then let your voice be heard in your community 
and at the capital of the State urging generous support of the 
University for the common good. 

My subject has led me to the retrospect, but my thoughts have 
been continually turning to the future. The University of Texas, 
with its Faculty of one hundred and thirty and its twenty-five 
hundred students, has already taken its place among the great 
institutions of the West. What will another twenty-five years make 
of it? Home familiar names will be added on the lengthening line 
of tablets in the old Auditorium, and many of you whose presence 
adds so much to the joy of this home-coming will be absent when 
the roll is called in 1933; but every gap in the ranks will be filled. 
And they whose blessed fortune it shall be to see that day will 
find ten thousand students gathered in a university of which the 
material equipment, the work, and the ideals place it side by side 
with the foremost in the land. 

ADDRESS OF INSTALLATION 

BY THE HONORABLE T. S. HENDERSON, CHAIRMAN OF THE 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

These exercises are made notable by the fact that we are to 
inaugurate the fifth President of the University. The quarter 
century just now completed has witnessed the rise and develop
ment of the "State University" in the history of education. At 
the beginning, doubt existed as to whether "higher education" was 
properly within the sphere of the State's educational activity. The 
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preceding generation had seen the struggle of the "common free 
school" against popular disfavor, and had beheld its final triumph. 
And it has been given to our time to establish the University of 
Texas firmly in the confidence of the people. 

Its secure position imposes upon it new and greater responsibili
ties. In its infancy it struggled to attract students to its vacant 
halls; but now, although we endeavor to provide for the increasing 
demands, we find its buildings overcrowded with earnest young 
men and women, seeking to fit themselves for the varied needs and 
opportunities of our State. The people rely on it to educate their 
children and to train our scientists, scholars, engineers, teachers, 
doctors, and lawyers. 

But it has even a higher mission. If we understand aright the 
conception of the people, when they ordained in the Constitution 
of Texas that "The Legislature shall, as soon as practicable, es
tablish, organize, and provide for the maintenance, support, and 
direction of a University of the first class," it means that it should 
be on a foundation broad enough to make it the intellectual center 
and heart of the &tate,-not merely a school of instruction for 
undergraduates, but a foundation which should perpetually send 
out its rich streams into every part of the State. Here should be 
erected and maintained the standard of citizenship, both public and 
private. Here should be preserved the traditions and ideals of 
our people. They expect, and they have a right to demand, that 
this institution shall not only train those who, in the years to come, 
are to make the history of the State, but that it shall carefully col
lect and safeguard the records and materials from which its his
tory is to be written. The history of Texas will be written by one 
of our own sons, who, receiving his training here, shall write with 
the inspiration of one who sings the glories of his native land. 

There are gathering in our State the sons and daughters of 
J aphet from every land and clime; each is bringing the strongest 
racial characteristics and aspirations of his tribe. This will be 
their common shrine. Here will be cast into the melting pot, 
beaten out, purified, and tempered the metal from which will be 
evolved the new race, which is to multiply and subdue this vast 
empire of the Southwest. 

I refer to some of the unusual tasks imposed by our civilization 
and environment upon this institution, in order that the people 
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may understand its scope and the more readily respond to its needs. 
A Stat.e University, fostered and sustained by the whole peopie, is 
the finest expression of the democratic spirit in education. We do 
not decry the wholesome philanthropy of those whom fortune has 
favored, who contribute to institutions of learning, Stat.e or privat.e. 
But it must be remembered that this institution is the child of the 
State, and, while it is ready to accept such offerings as may come 
to it from public-spirited citizens who approve its purposes, the 
time can never come when any name, however great and honored, 
can supplant the name of the State of Texas as its patron. 

The people of the Stat.e are richer than all the children of 
wealth; and no vanishing generations can deplete their treasury. 
It is their highest privilege and duty to nourish and sustain it, 
and they can be trusted to uphold it as the exponent of democracy 
in the republic of education. With the exalted patriotism of the 
founders of Texas, who amid the dangers of the revolution made 
provision for its establishment, the people's representatives in the 
Legislature will from time to time make generous and abundant 
provision for its maintenance and development. 

In choosing you, Sidney Edward Mezes, for the office of Presi
dent, the Board of Regents feel that they have selected one qualified 
in every way to discharge its high and responsible duties. You 
came to this institution sixteen years ago as professor of phil
osophy; for eight years you have been dean of the faculty. You 
have been fully tried in both the teaching and administrative de
partments, and have maintained the highest standards. It is grati
fying to us to know that your election was received by your fellows 
of the faculty, by the student body, and by the people, with satisfac
tion and approval. 

And now it gives me pleasure, in the name of the Board of Re
gents and by the authority of the State of Texas, to invest you with 
the office of President of the University of Texas, with all its 
dignities, powers, and responsibilities; and I commit into your 
hands its destiny, sanctified by the hopes of the people of this 
great State. May the Omnipotent mind add to your wisdom; may 
His arm give you strength to realize the wonderful possibilitie~ 

which the future holds for this institution. 
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ADDRESS OF ACCEPTANCE 

BY SIDNEY EDWARD MEZES, PH. D., PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 

},£ r. Chairman and Other Gentlemen of the Board of Regents: 

After honoring me in advance of my deserts on many occasions 
for fourteen years, you, the governing board of the University, 
and the people of my ad~pted State through you, have conferred 
upon me the crowning honor of the presidential office. My col
leagues on the faculties, who know me best in qualities and in 
defects, have endorsed your action, and the student body has 
already given loyal support on more than one different occasion. 
I can not find words in which to express my profound apprecia
tion. There is, in fact, no adequate answer in words. If such 
an answer comes at all, it must come in deeds, stretching through 
the years, and contributing their full share in bringing to our 
beloved University the substantial and worthy success and prestige 
it should have. In formally accepting the presidency of the Uni
versity of Texas I pledge myself, to this end, to devote without 
stint to its service whatever powers and capabilities I may possess, 
and to add to them the heartfelt devotion due, especially from me, 
to this honorable and generous institution. 

Mr. Chairman, Honored Guests, Officers of the State and of the 
University, Former Students and Students, Ladies and Gentle
men: 

An inaugural address calls for a full and deliberate statement of 
policies. Two months' time does not allow of the intimate famil
iarity with details, and the mature thought, that such an under
taking demands. But the present task is like an inaugural in 
that it contemplates the precarious venture Q.f prophecy. Stretch
ing the scant foresight of man, I am expected to set forth the 
main lines of development of this vital young institution, heed
less of the familiar fact that statements in regard to the future, 
even if cast in the most general of terms, are likely to come some
what forcibly into discomfiting collision with hard reality. 

Fortunately, the course of prophecy does not, in this instance, 
lead through the faintly trailed wilds of speculation. Pioneers 
in other states some time since pushed forward into fertile edu
cational regions, and already permanent settlements have been 
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established, vigorous outposts that are repaying their founders 
many fold, in material and spiritual wealth, for their compara
tively small initial sacrifices. That cherished child of a younger 
state, the University of Wisconsin, described by the first educator 
of the country as the leading state university, has in successful 
operation most of the education agenci~s I shall propose for adop
tion here; has, indeed, in operation several more, too far ID the 
future for us, to justify their mention at this time. And the 
same is true, in greater or less degree, of at least the Universities 
of California, Michigan, Illinois, Minnesota, and Missouri. 
Prophecy is, therefore, less a flight into the future than a dis
criminating scrutiny of the recent past of more advanced insti
tutions, and as sensible a selection as possible of such of their suc
cessful enterprises as are fitted for adoption by us, when added to 
a few others called for by our peculiar needs and opportunities. 
It is to be hoped that what this child of wedded foresight and expe
rience lacks in brilliancy, it may supply ~n dependable sanity. 

I take it to be obvious that the controlling function of a state 
university is to give its best service to its State along the lines of 
its capacity. Nor is it difficult to discern, in a broad way, the 
directions in which a state university is capable of doing service. 
Its foremost duty is to train for enlightened and loyal citizen
ship the children of the State in attendance. And of equal im
portance, though of less urgency, are the duties of "increasing 
and diffusing knowledge among mankind." I shall consider these 
duties in the reverse order of their mention. 

DIFFUSION OF KNOWLEDGE 

I believe the general risk of prophecy to be at its mm1mum 
in the statement that much more will be done than has been done 
to diffuse knowledge among the people, to spread knowledge and its 
services far and wide through the mass of the body politic. Ad
mitting that a large part of the most difficult and important among 
scientific truths must continue to be the exclusive possession of the 
few, it still remains a fact that, with good will, a larger diffusion 
of helpful scientific information among the masses could be 
secured. Such diffusion is too often undertaken by inexpert agen
cies, and it is time that at least a few of the selected and trained 
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scientists in universities, especially in state universities, shoulcl 
recognize this as a legitimate and important task. 

Universities already send out bulletins containing valuable in
formation, stated in readily comprehensible terms. The future 
will no doubt see many bulletim. issued to one that now appears, 
and will see a growingly successful effort at stating facts and con
clusions so plainly and briefly as to place them at the easy disposal 
of the average busy man. 

And another function of the University will certainly be to 
spread knowledge that ·has been gathered not by ourselves, but 
by others. In public reports and documents, in the proceedings of 
learned societies, in the discussions and reports of philanthropic 
bodies, to mention but a few sources, exist, as far as the average 
man is concerned, entombed, a literally countless number of facts 
and conclusions of the greatest value. Why does it not fall within 
the legitimate role of a state university to convey to the people 
these highly useful items of information? 

Useful information should, in fact, be conveyed both by the 
written and by the spoken word alike, on the one hand, through 
brief and terse leaflets, and mere extensive and consecutive bul
letins, and, on the other, through public lectures delivered at con
venient points in the State, at hours after work time, when busy 
men and women have laid aside toil and thought of material things, 
and are ready to devote some of their spare hours to keep alive, 
or to awaken, their intellectual interests. 

In a number of states an indirect method of services through 
knowledge diffusion is employed by institutions of higher learning. 
In Wisconsin, for instance, the chairman of the State Rate Com
mission was taken from the University faculty; the Tax Commis
sion depends upon the University for its scientific advice in ap
praising the property of the State; the Railroad Commission 
depends upon professors to make the calculations of the value 
of public utilities; and the professors in law and political science 
assist the committees of the Legislature, in some cases framing 
important legislation. There also exists a legislative library under 
the charge of a doctor of philosophy of the State University, who 
also lectures to its students. Bills are framed in his office; legis
lators secure from him accounts of legislation that has been hied 
in other States and countries, and also statements of the experience 
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with the legislation reported. The majority of the bills of the 
Legislature are, in fact, drawn up in this reference library. 

A university is capable of rendering such services. The daily 
business of many professors is to search out and study masses of 
facts that state officials can secure and digest only with very great 
trouble. That the University of Texas will perform such service 
for the State some time in the future, giving of its knowledge 
freely for the uses of the people, no one can well doubt. There 
is no desire to urge or even to offer these services, but in the State's 
own good time, and in the way that it desires, the University will 
be ready, in this as in other matters, to do what it can for its own 
people. 

Not least important is the duty of a state institution to render 
more general the intelligent appreciation of knowledge and train
ing. It is but natural that the average man, while accepting, as 
he does in all enlightened communities, the value of knowledge 
as a general and somewhat vague proposition, should be left with
out any great enthusiasm for knowledge, and for the agencies 
established for its increase and dissemination. Wise men, he 
knows, are convinced that knowledge is power, and believe that 
most of the goods of civilization are the legitimate children of 
science and enlightenment. But he has little personal and imme
diate experience of the transmutation of knowledge into power. 
He seldom, if ever, himself witnesses science satisfying human de
sires, building up the instruments of civilization, or purifying and 
organizing the human agencies that form the most important ele
ment making for progress. But it is no more than right that the 
citizens of the State should have a first-hand, personal knowledge 
of the benefits of science and training, in order that their support 
of the school system should be a willing, an intelligent, and a 
convinced support. Learned men must render services to the com
munity that the wayfarer, although busy and inattentive, will at 
once distinguish from disservices and futilities. They must speak 
the people's tongue, rendering the obvious help that constitutes 
the plainest vernacular of all mankind. 

Then, having clearly seen in some instances the value of science 
face to face, the people will take its utility on faith, even where 
this can as yet be seen only through a glass darkly. They will 
then value all learning, and desire all of it that is attainable for 
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themselves and for their children. When that time arrives, unless 
reasonable foresight is seriously at fault, Texas will no longer 
send to her colleges only eight of her children of suitable age out 
of every thousand, to from ten to thirty-five out of each thousand 
sent by other states in her class. Texas should not have less than 
one-half as mb.ny college students as a state five years younger, 
and less rich and populous; nor should she have only a quarter 
as many as another state four years younger, of about her wealth, 
and with less than two-thirds of her population. This state of 
things will not continue long after an adequate appreciation of 
the material, and, above all, of the spiritual advantage of science 
and learning, has ·become diffuse_d ·among our people. Once the 
facts are in their possession, the people will speedily apply the 
remedy within their hands. 

INCREASE OF KNOWLEDGE 

Mothers often cherish most their least popular children_. and, 
in similar spirit, some universities cherish most the learning whose 
utility is least evident. Even if it were possible, it would be a 
fatal mistake to limit universities to the creation of plainly useful 
knowledge; every increase of knowledge is valuable and any may 
become highly important. But it is equally a mistake, leaning 
backwards, to spurn useful knowledge because of its evident utility. 
Neither extreme will characterize the scientific activity of this 
university. 

For no function of a state university is more important than 
making additions of both lcinds to the sum of human knowledge. 
Systematic knowledge and the· applied sciences springing from it 
had a large part in raising favored portions of mankind from bar
barism to civilization, and these factors today play a leading role 
in maintaining efficient and satisfactory domestic, social, and po
litical conditions. 

The money value of accurate knowledge is much less significant 
than its incalculable spiritual service to mankind. But its money 
value is great. The labors in pure science of Joule, Guy Lessac, 
and A vrogardo were the indispensable forerunners of the discovery 
of James Watt, who, in inventing the steam engine, worked in 
association with a professor of physics in the University of Glas-
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gow. Franklin and Faraday investigated electricity from the pure 
love of investigation itself. They paved the way for the Edisons 
and the Marconis. To these we owe the trolley car and the electric 
engine, the telephone and the two forms of the telegraph. It 
would not be possible to estimate the stupendous increase in wealth 
that has come to the world from the labors of the scientists named 
above, who have made it possible to harness steam and electricity, 
the two greatest forces we. know, and use them as everyday servantt> 
for the benefit of man. 

Nor should the political and social effects flowing from the 
work of these pure scientists be overlooked. The very existence 
of our own country as a unified nation, is unquestionably due 
in large part to the birth and development of railways and of 
telegraphs. Our country probably could not have held together 
without the aid of harnessed steam and electricity, and certainly 
could not have developed to anything like its present flourishing 
condition. 

Another typical example of the practical effects of work in pure 
science is found in the discovery of formaldehyde by Professor 
Hofman of the University of Berlin while investigating the purely 
scientific question of the oxidation of alcohols. Later, others 
found that this gas offers a far better means of disinfection than 
any till then known, thus making possible the saving of thou
sands of lives and millions of money from plague and pestilence. 
Later still, after the microscope of the scientist had revealed that 
oat smut was caused by an invisible fungus which adheres to the 
seed and is planted with it, it was discovered that this same for
maldehyde would kill this fungus completely without injury to 
the seed oats, with a resultant saving to Wisconsin alone of some 
two million dollars annually, and a vastly greater saving to the 
world at large. 

Pasteur, in his laboratory investigation of the chemical process 
of fermentation, discovered that all fermentations and putrefac
tions are due to microscopic living organisms in the air, and not 
to oxygenation, as Liebig maintained. The result of this one labo
ratory investigation, pursued with no other aim than to learn . the 
truth, has been to alleviate human pain and sickness and prevent 
death in countless millions of cases, besides adding untold millions 
to the world's wealth. On the basis of this discovery, Lister and 
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his successors have developed the wonders of antiseptic and aseptic 
surgery, and fhe technical world has built up the whole process 
of sterilization and preservation of food stuffs without the us& 
of chemicals. The amount saved mankind each year by this one 
discovery alone would pay the cost of all our laboratories. And 
if to this be added the annual saving from the many other 
discoveries of Louis Pasteur, there would be, conservatively esti
mated, a sum far more than sufficient to pay all the expenses of 
all the world's universities. No wonder a ballot recently cast by 
the French people declares Louis Pasteur the greatest benefactor 
of France, placing him above all literary men and industrial 
leaders, all prime ministers and presidents, and even above the 
military chiefs so resplendent in the lively Gallic imagination. 

And the scientific laboratories of the University of Texas, even 
with their present equipment, have returned their cost to the State 
literally hundreds of times over. This is, in fact, an understate
ment. The young industries dealing in the State's supply of 
asphalt, coal, petroleum, fuller-'s earth, and mercury add fully 
seven millions annually to the wealth of the State. It was on the 
basis of scientific information from our laboratories, furnished on 
request, that capital was invested in them; without this informa
tion, investment would at least have been . postponed a number of 
years. The geological reconnaissance, including the topographical 
survey of the Trans-Pecos region, has brought hundreds of immi
grants into the State and has attracted tens of thousands of dollars, 
to say nothing of the increase in land values. Through lack of 
scientific information, many thousands of acres have been ren
dered unfit for crops because of irrigation with alkaline waters 
that poison them. Many other thousands have been added to the 
cultivated area of the St.ate by scientific irrigation applied under 
directions received from the University. These are but a few ex
amples. With more time many more could easily be added. 

It is further true, contrary to general belief, that significant 
scientific discoveries are practically never accidental. Investiga
tion is a business. Rewards go to those who equip themselves 
properly in the light of past experience, and carry out their 
work persistently over a long series of years. 

Investigation is, in fact, very much like diamond mining. It is 
costly and unprofitable to carry on either enterprise at random. Only 
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certain :fields contain diamonds, and only certain regions are proper 
places for certain investigations. It is equally mistaken to und,er
take either enterprise except under expert direction and with ap
propriate tools. Finally, an appreciable percentage of the resultant 
output is of comparatively slight value. But neither enterprise 
is a leap in the dark; when proper precautions are observed, a 
dependable percentage of the results will be of the highest value, 
frequently paying the entire cost of the enterprise for years past, 
and leaving a handsome profit. And occasionally a diamond of 
immense size and of unsurpassed purity is discovered in the scien
tific realm also, to enhearten present workers, and to act as a bril
liant and inspiring heritage to unborn generations. 

Increase of knowledge in the sciences that deal with man instead 
of with nature are equally important. Political science, political 
economy, history, and the other sciences of human and social 
nature yield results whose value one can not easily compute in 
money terms; it is, in fact, beyond price. It is largely due to these 
sciences that we have relatively satisfactory political, economical, 
and familiar conditions. 

And what is true of the value of the natural and social sciences, 
is at least true with respect to other disciplines of a properly 
equipped university. Who can deny or calculate the value of a 
piece of genuinely good Jite:i:ature? Can we well overestimate the 
benefit that has been derived from the light shed upon our prob
lems today by our knowledge of past learning and literature; or 
by our understanding of the life of the Hebrews, the Greeks, the 
Romans, the Germans, or of our own ancestors who inhabited the 
British Isles? 

And the University is the best place for increasing knowledge 
along all lines. It has the men whose training fits them for the 
work; it has at least a part of the equipment necessary for prose
cuting investigation. And the effect of scholarly work on the 
teaching in the University is most beneficial. Those who create 
science, those who take part in giving birth to knowledge, and thus 
intimately know it in the making, are among the clearest and 
the most thorough and inspiring of teachers. Their enthusiasm is 
contagious, and as a class they succeed in securing a quality of 
work from their students that no other class of teachers can hope 
to secure. 
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But the old things are the best things, and searching after novel
ties even of the most promising kind may easily overstep the nar
row bounds of prudence. The foremost function of a university is 
to train men and women for the state, dependable, true, square, 
clean, and straight-thinking. Man is incomparably more important 
than all, even the most exalted of the instrumentalities of civili
zation. 

It is not doubtful that the learned professions will continue to 
receive the attention that they deserve from the University. It 
will continue to train lawyers and doctors, engineers and teachers. 
Nor will it hesitate to offer its resources for the scientific equip
ment of pharmacists and nurses. 

Especially will it concern itself with the training of teachers 
and the improvement of secondary· schools. It is a historic fact 
that colleges were first founded to provide teachers, bachelors and 
masters of arts, and doctors of philosophy. And today education 
still moves from above downwards. No system of secondary 
schools anywhere has been satisfadory or efficient that has not 
been aided and inspired by colleges and universities. The latter 
contribute teachers, and a broader and deeper learning and love 
of truth, that experience has proven of the highest value to the 
schools. The University of Texas has given the provision of 
teachers, and other helpa to the schools, a foremost place in its 
program. In the future, in this respect, it may safely be said that 
it will do more, not less. 

No doubt some new departures in the way of professional 
instruction will appear. More will be done towards providing 
training of the highest order for intending men of affairs; for 
instance, for bankers, merchants in a large way, and railroad men. 
A school of commerce will be inaugurated fitly preparing those who 
are inclined to help the State to maintain and develop the com
mercial interests that play so important a part in placing it in 
the foremost rank among the commonwealths of the nation. 

And fostering attention will be given to the special needs of the 
young women in attendance, in order that their fundamental con
tributions to the welfare of the family and of the State may be 
undertaken with the best trained capacities that the sanest edu
cational thought of the day can help them to acquire. Higher 
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education for women has come to stay. The life work of women 
is too intimately connected with the highest spiritual and intellec
tual interests of the race to permit so much as the entertainment 
of any other view. The only question is the manner and mat!er 
of higher education that will best serve the purpose. It must .be 
admitted that no compelling solution of this difficult problem has 
yet been presented. But we may well hope that Texas, which has 
been the pioneer in a number of difficult fields, notably in legis
lation making for the stability and dignity of the family, will offer 
significant contribution to its solution. 

Very significant also is the friendly, but strictly unofficial edu
cational co-operation of the University and several religious bodies, 
the former offering secular training, the latter ministering directly 
to religious and even theological needs. We look forward with 
hope to the time when the promising initial steps so far taken 
will result in an unusually satisfactory solution of this problem as 
difficult as it is fundamental. 

And the methods and aims of professional training will be broad
ened and liberalized. The University will not merely train its 
students for effective rule of thumb practice of their professicn. 
It will, above all, train them for citizenship, teaching them to 
search out and consider the real and basal functions of their call
ings in the life of the State, in order that they may raise their 
professions to the full and enlightened performance of their high 
duties. Especially important here is the law, for lawyers form 
the bulk of our immediate rulers. Without losing their fine loyalty 
to their clients, they must notably add to their higher loyalty to 
justice, right, and civic duty. 

And liberal training, in its turn, can learn much from profes
sional training. Educational indigestion at present afflicts the 
United States school system from top to bottom. A rich diet 
has been set before us, composed of many sorts of dishes, for the 
most part nutritious. We have not had the self-control to abstain 
from sampling all, or nearly all, of them, nor the time to work 
out countless dietaries suited· to the needs of the millions who 
feast at the tables; until comparatively recently we have not 
been fully aware of the need cf doing so. We have feasted and 
made merry and have congratulated ourselves on our bounteous 
lot. The injury done is not permanent, though the social tissues 
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have been damaged in places, and a dietary revised, with less of 
sampling and more of substantial and solid nutriment, will, be
yond question, be devised. 

Full use will be made of the valuable aid of liberal election, 
which is a permanent part of our educational system. But I sus
pe~t we shall borrow from the practice of professional schools, 
and from old curricula, and introduce appreciably more of thor
oughness and a little more of external pressure into college courses. 
Thoroughness and pressure from without are valuable factors in 
education. The latter has a place in every regulated home, and is 
an unavoidable part of life after college. It is needed in college 
also. And the mind can be given no sufficient keenness of edge or 
touglme~s of fiber, to change the figure, without thoroughness of 
training. When students are allowed to take a sip and a snack 
and a nibble at each of a score of tempting dishes on the table of 
knowledge, only the surface of their minds is gently agitated. If 
a brain is to be stirred up and its powers drawn out and trained 
with even approximate adequacy, one or two subjects must plow 
their way deep and far into substance. The value of education 
does not arise as much from the knowledge it gives, which slips 
from us, alas, too soon and easily, as from the mental training that 
abides through life, the ability to think our way through our prob
lems intelligently and sanely. It is this faculty of the trained 
mind to think throughly-and come out at its destination on the 
other side, that makes brain power, with one exception, literally 
the dominant and overshadowing fact of human history. 

The exception, it need hardly be pointed out, is vigorous, sane, 
and responsible character. Many signs point to an awakening with 
regard to the importance of character training. H ere higher edu
cation must do its part, although it must always be remembered 
that colleges do not deal with raw materials; they can only do 
their best with the half-finished products handed over to them oy 
the home and the secondary schools; these are the agencies primely 
responsible. But colleges must also play their part. They can, 
for instance, work power.fully through example. In their official 
and corporate actions they must set up the highest standard of 
cleanness, honesty, and fairness. Beyond college walls many 
thinga have gone and still go by favor. Here in the University of 
Texas such a standard is distinctly declined. All in authority 
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will support the statement that nothing shall go by :favor, every
thing by merit and desert. On this every student, officer, and ap
plicant of any sort whatsoever can depend. Errors of judgment 
can not be altogether avoided. But there will be no shading off 
from this rule of conduct by responsible members of the University. 

Colleges can also depend largely upon the habits of work and of 
play that come to be formed, partly through the official action and 
the friendly advice of college officers. Character i~ a body of 
habits formed, not by receiving, whether information or any other 
thing, but by reacting, and acting. If in work and in play students 
are habitually brave, self-restrained, reasonable, thorough, and firm, 
they will strengthen these habit:: in college and carry them with 
them into after life. Are college students, for example, more or 
less industrious at graduation than at matriculation? This is 
a searching question. A recent writer complains that "college 
standards of success are actually below those that prevail out
side. A youth may win his degree on an amount of work which 
would in an office cost him his desk." This charge is not an ex
aggeration, if many a college of yesterday is being considered. 
But a number of the colleges of today have girded up their loins, 
and no such soft standard is now tolerated. The college of the 
future will advance even further along this line, away from the 
supine practices of yesterday. And honesty and fairness will be 
cultivated even more, if possible, than industry. 

Yet it is in the spontaneity of play and social activities that a 
very large part of character training is found. In these the young 
men and young women act with great intensity, and their actions 
are thoroughly stamped into their characters. 

Wellington remarked that Waterloo was won on the football field 
of Rugby School. And beyond doubt many sports develop steadi
ness, resource, vigor, and courage. But more than accident leads 
us to talk of fair play, even in the most important work of life. 
Play on a high plane also draws out and develops cleanness, square
ness, and highmindedness. Recent occurrences in Texas haTe 
shown this in the case of the students of her two highest institu
tions of learning. And low standards in play have an especially 
detrimental effect. I am proud to say that the University of 
Texas has largely eliminated meanness from sport so that it is 
distinctly a minor feature. But we propose to reduce it further, 
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chiefly by encouraging its opposite, which is much the most ef
fective procedure. 

Self-government is also a very efficient agent for character build
ing. The scourings o-f the slums of New York, with their pitiable 
weight of impoverished heredity and hideous example. govern them
selves more fairly and efficiently in the George Junior Republic 
than do the mature citizens of many sovereign States. Who will 
say, in the face of this example, and of experience like that of 
Judge Lindsay in Denver, that University students will not profit 
by a large measure of self-government? The University of Texas 
has, with good results, encouraged student self~government; its 
chief complaint has been that students have not assumed their full 
measure of responsibility. Disorder and irresponsibility, happily 
an all but negligible factor here, will be dealt with appropriately. 
But every maturely considered proposal for the increase of student 
self-government in the University will, I am sure, be cordially 
welcomed and aided by the faculty. 

The chief instrumentality for increasing and diffusing knowl
edge and training brain power and character has been reserved for 
statement at the close. l\fore important than buildings or labora
tories; more important than individual subjects of study or their 
organization into courses and curricula; more important than 
any plans or policies; more important, in short, than any single 
factor in education, are the men and women constituting the living 
forces that direct and should inspire each university and its stu
dent body. If university training is to be first-class training, it 
must be received out of the fullnesa of the power of a first-class 
faculty-men and women of the best equipment, of reasonable 
nature, of personal force, armed with the sense of success. Second
class trainers can not give a first-class training; feeble persons 
can not train to power; incompetent people can not elevate to capa
bility. Men and women with a sense that they have not suc.ceeded, 
and that the community regards them as comparatively negligible, 
can not be expected to inspire the young people under their charge 
with determination, faith, and hope-those supreme helps in at
taining the highest material and spiritual prizes of life. Of all 
investments, incompetence is the most exrensive and extravagant, 
and mediocrity falls in this reapect not far behind. Of all proht
able investments, excellence is the cheapest in cost, and the most 
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bounteous in the results it secures. There are places even in in
stitutions of learning for which average capacity and training 

. suffice. But Texas has too much at stake for herself and in trust 
for the nation to be satisfied with the mere average in the leading 
places of her highest institutions. As time goes on the Univer
sity's efficient faculty will grow stronger. As few of them as 
possible will we allow to be lured away by thr. inducement of 
emolument and opportunity offered them by other institutions, 
whether public or private. Especially reluctant will the University 
be to see its strongest workers pass into the service of private in
stitutions. These are, indeed, needed in the educational system of · 
the country; they have freedom in some respects, which permits 
them to accomplish results that can not fall within the purview 
of State universities. But their destinies are not in the hands of 
democracy, and their ideals are likely to be, in many respects, 
out of touch with the wholesome and firmly-based purposes of the 
people. And yet, democracy will, in the end, give way before the 
dominant desires of the masterful few, if the latter can, at will, 
draft into the service of their institutions those who are best 
trained, and who possess the best abilities and the greatest per
sonal effectiveness. 

Only a few of the fields of university activity indicated in these 
remarks can at present be occupied. There has as yet not been a 
sufficient inve11tment in the business of higher education to make 
all possible. But Texas, although a frugal, is not a cheap State, 
and does not desire cheap institutions. We look forward with 
confident hope to the day when the start that other States have 
obtained will be diminished. In the near future the University of 
Texas will get well under way; soon it will catch up; and not long 
thereafter, in the spirit of generous and healthy rivalry. it will 
undertake to pass the sister institutions in other commonwealths 
of similar age, population, and wealth, which are now leading the 
way. The people of Texas desire this, and we have no doubt of 
their determination to put this desire into practical effect: Mean
time, with the resources at their command, the Regents, the 
faculty, and the students of the University will do their utmost, 
and will look forward, with courage and faith, to the day, not far 
distant, we believe, when more adequate resources will allow ampler 
results to crown their united efforts. 
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Fellow Old Students and Old Fellow Students: 

Rejoice, my friends, make merry and be of good cheer; more 
than half of our speakers for this event are unavoidably detained 
at home by lack of business, and it is necessary for us to pretend 
that we are sorry. 

D. E. Simmons, the president of our Alumni Association, has 
been at work for several weeks on an eloquent address of welcome 
which he proposed to inflict ·on us this afternoon. But Mrs. Sim
mons has been detained in Galveston by illness, and out of kind
ness to us is keeping our president down there with her. So mine 
is the pleasant duty to welcome you home. Finding that the 
material which Simmons had accumulated is not worth using, I 
have prepared for publication in the RECORD a few choice senti
ments most appropriate to an occasion like the present. But with 
your kind permission I shall not repeat them here, for they con
tain merely the standard allusions to the generous friendships of 
youth, college days, student pranks, scattered classmates, love's 
young dream, et ceterra, and so forth. Anyone interested in this 
class of remarks can buy a dictionary of familiar quotations. 

Regard yourselves now as duly welcomed. The University wel
comes you. S.he rej·oices in your triumphs, sorrows over your mis
fortunes, and is ashamed of your misdeeds. The city of Austin 
welcomes you, particularly the hotel keepers and grocerymen there
unto appertaining; sweet are the smiles to be seen upon their faces. 
Welcome yourselves, for are you . not the main squeezes in this, 
the twenty-fifth anniversary of our University? 

In conclusion, let me reveal an open secret. This celebration is 
largely a fraud, and its basis is a deception. It is pretended that 
we are here to celebrate the twenty-fifth birthday of the University, 
to dedicate the Law Building, to give our new President an inaugu
ration, to hear Williston and Lewis, Garrison and Brooks and 
Milner and Bruce and Cousins. But such, I protest, is not the 
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case; we are here simply and solely to meet ourselves. This birth
day and inauguration and dedication are all very well, but only as 
an excuse to get us together. We have listened and shall continue 
to listen as well as we can to the addresses of the learned and elo
quent gentlemen just mentioned; we give them leave to print, 
and later we shall yawn over their remarks in the privacy of our 
homes, profiting then by their wisdom. These events and these 
notable gentlemen are merely decoys to bring us back, wooden 
ducks to lure out of the distant skies the real ducks, namely US. 
Verily, rejoice, for when before has there been such a quacking in 
these parts ? 

THE UNIVERSITY AND THE STATE 

BY THE HONORABLE T. W. GREGORY, LL. B., OF AUSTIN 

We, the fossil representatives of former generations of students, 
are gathered here today for the purpose of admiring ourselves. You 
can hear from one end of this town to the other talk about the 
giants there were in our days. Last night I went up to the recep
tion at the Law Building, and there was a little, weazened, flea
bitten fellow standing by me who graduated back in the 80's, and 
he said: "They look so childish to me; this present generation are 
mere children; they look so small; it really astonishes me to see 
how the student body has retrograded physically and mentally." 
The lights had gone out about that time, and a fellow by the name 
of Parrish, a student at the University, about six feet three, center
rush on the football team and holder of the hammer-throwing rec
ord of the South, came in and stepped on this fellow's head (ap
plause) and apologized as best he· could. Parrish hadn't observed 
him and accidenfally walked on him. That is about the way all 
of these giants are when you get up close to them. I expect I could 
prove by one hundred men and half a hundred women within the 
sound of my voice, that there have been no great men, or women 
either, since the days of Agamemnon. Of course there would be 
about twenty-five opinions among them as to just which year rep
resented the age of Agamemnon; but that is really a small matter, 
and no really intelligent person would be deceived by this discrep
ancy in the testimony. 

Now there is something beyond the mere matter of eating mut
ton here today and hearing Dick Slaughter, and Adrian Pool, and 
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Lobe Carlton, and their kind lie about what they .used to do when 
they were at the University; as a matter of fact they were not 
nearly as bad as they claim they were; they overestimate the danger 
to society which existed when they inhabited this hill. Dick 
Slaughter-there he is over there-to hear him talk, when he roared 
the entire police force of the city of Austin, including Ben Thomp
son, jumped into the river. (Laughter.) Well, in a way, of course, 
he was bad, but he was not nearly as bad as he thinks he was; and 
so it was with all these other giants. They "swunk," as the nigger 
says, when you g<;>t close to them. 

As a matter of fact, we do think, and it is proper and natural 
we should think, that we were terrible fellows in those days; that 
we were reaily much bigger than any of the people who followed 
us; but on an occasion of this kind, after having filled ourselves 
with mutton and other things provided by Mr. Bob Connerly of 
the class of 1885, I think it is a good idea to consider seriously 
one or two matters in regard to this institution of learning, and 
take home with us a few facts in regard to its welfare. 

The question comes up, have these giants of old, who went out 
conquering and to conquer, done much for this institution? They 
went out with its stamp upon their foreheads, and not a man 
among them, or a woman, but left here with the express determi
nation to carry into the daily walks of life fond memories of the 
University, and its needs and its future. The question arises, have 
they lived up to these resolutions? Have they done what they 
should have done, and if these things have not been done, whose 
fault is it? I wish for a few minutes to call your attention briefly 
to some matters perhaps well known to all, but still worthy of being 
emphasized, to some figures and facts which all of us should carry 
away from this meeting and coin into something which will be of 
value to this institution as time goes by, and will help to develop it 
in the way that we all used to hope it would be developed. May 
the day never come when this hope dies out in the bosom of any 
ex-student. 

We know in a general way that many among the men who 
founded and first carried on this government were untutored, and 
many also were graduates of the great institutions of the world. 
They differed, moreover, in regard to the theories of government. 
But there was one proposition on which all, whether educated or 
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uneducated, were a unit. From 1839, when the first fifty leagues 
of land were laid aside for this institution, in constitutional con
ventions and in statute books, there has been evidenced the delib
erate conviction of the leaders in Texas that the best guarantee of 
popular government is the education of the youth of the land. 
And :finally there was written into the present Constitution of this 
State, not merely a provision, but a command to every member of 
the Legislature, to every Governor, to every official, and I may say 
to every good citizen of this great State, to erect and maintain "a 
university of the first class." Now what was meant by that? It 
meant a university second to none; where the young men and 
young women of Texas could secure, without money and without 
price, the character of education given by the best institutions of 
Europe and America. And the question naturally arises, has this 
mandate been obeyed? 

In this day when the private institutions of this country are 
being so magnificently endowed, when institutions like the Uni
versity of Chicago and Leland Stanford are having their every 
want provided for, what of the people's university, the institution 
which was put here for the purpose of preserving popular govern
ment, and educating and sending out men and women with the 
proper ideas of popular government and of the rights of" the citi
zen? You hear a lot of people talking about our football team, 
and saying it doesn't beat anybody. It is an astonishing fact that 
students should play football in this institution at all. This is per
haps the only university which could be classed as third-rate which 
has no gymnasium except an unsanitary old den under the audi
torium, where the health of several students has been injured. 
There is little or nothing to induce athletic sport and the proper 
development of the physical man in this institution. 

Four years ago the Regents reported to the Governor and Legis
lature that from the very lowest foundation (where they had bur
rowed to put in Mather's laboratory, just going down into the 
ground like prairie dogs) up to the garret, they had utilized all 
the space, including the halls of · the literary societies, for offices, 
lecture rooms, and laboratories, that they were literally crowded to 
the limit. Yet at that time there were only 1393 students here. 
Today there are 2501, almost twice as many, and yet, save for the 
Law Building, space has not been increased during that time. You 
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can gather from this so~e vague idea of the congested conditions 
in the main depiirtment of the institution. 

There are 300 law students here; many of you were present last 
night at their reception; many of you went up to the place where 
they were serving refreshments, and somebody had to tell you it 
was a library. If you had had a spy glass and had looked around 
carefully you would have discovered a few hundred volumes, for 
which we are indebted to the generosity of such men as Judge Gould 
and Governor Roberts, and a few additional volumes purchased 
from time to time by the State; a collection totally inadequate for 
the purpo~e of a law library. These boys today are going to 
libraries of lawyers of this town for the purpose of getting access 
to the Texas Reports, and to the reports of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. Such a condition should not exist in any in
stitution that claims to be in any respect first-class. 

For the last two years (this is a most astonishing fact, but I 
wish it to be observed) the School of Chemistry has stopped regis
tration on the second day of the session, because of the utter in
sufficiency of class-room and laboratory accommodations. No stu
dent who arrives here after the second day of the session is 
permitted to matriculate in that department. Think for a moment 
of this truly pitiful condition for a great department in an insti
tution of learning. 

There are 1000 students in the College of Arts today, say 1500 
in all departments, and how much reading space do you suppose 
there is in the library, the general library of this institution? 
There is room for 115 students. And bear in mind, too, some of 
you old fossils-I do not count mvself among you, of course-some 
cf.you who were here twenty-five years ago, or something like that, 
that the work of the modern university is work of research; it is 
work in the library and laboratory; nearly all proper college work 
is done in this way. 

I call your attention to a proposition even more serious. There 
are 50,000 volumes in the general library of the University of the 
estimated value of $200,000; there are volumes there upon which 
no value can be placed in dollars and cents because they can not 
lie duplicated; archives going back two hundred years, many of 
them in Spanish and some in English, the basis of a complete his
tory, not yet written, of this great southwestern country. The 
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official archives 0£ Bexar are there, extending through several 
centuries, and saving from oblivion that remarkable period when 
Roman Catholic monks and Spanish knights built the great chain 
0£ missions and opened up the country 0£ the Comanche to civili
zat10n There, too, are official documents, not yet thoroughly exam
in.;d ancl assorted, and having an inestimable value. The volumin
ous and invaluable private papers 0£ Stephen F. Austin and of 
0. M. Roberts are there. And yet all 0£ that library, all 0£ these docu
ments are in a building in no sense fire-proof. This Main Build
ing is not only not fire-proof, but there is far from sufficient fire 
protection, and in the event 0£ a fire, substantially all 0£ the books 
and documents would be utterly destroyed. Now is it possible 
that any institution can be called a university 0£ the first class 
where such conditions as these exist in its great laboratory, the 
library 0£ the institution? 

I further call your attention to a £act that may astonish some, 
but that is literally true: two years ago when we had a cold spell 
of weather all the work of the University was stopped and the doors 
closed, and the institution waited until milder weather would per
mit a continuation of the work. 

The heating plant was put in to heat one or two buildings, but 
from time to time new buildings have been added, so that today, in 
case of severe weather, which is liable to occur at any time, even 
as far south as we are, the institution would have to be closed 
again. This condition should mortify any person who respects the 
Constitution of his country and has any consideration £or the pro
visions which its authors made for establishing and carrying on an 
institution which they guaranteed was to be a university of the 
first class. I am informed that not one-half 0£ these buildings 
could.be heated by that plant under an exceptionally cold spell of 
weather; and even when it is at all cold, it is impossible to heat 
all of them. Can this condition be possible in a university of the 
first class? I ask you the question, and I want you to propound 
that question to your representatives who come here holding up 
their hands and swearing to support the mandates and guarantees 
of the Constitution. 

Now I will ask you to consider for a few moments some figures 
which will give you some faint idea of how far we have fallen 
short in comparison with other States. In the first place, I briefly 
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ca11 your attention to a few figures which show the entire sums 
expended annually in certain States for higher education by pri
vate as well as public institutions, taking Texas as the stand!ird 
for comparison: 

State Population Per cent. 
Sum~ent on 

higher e ucation Per cent. 

Texas ... .. .. ... ... ... 3,200,000 100 $ 655,000 100 
California .. .. ....... . 1,500,000 47 1,845,000 281 
Missouri ........ . .... 3,300,000 103 1,239,000 189 
Minne~ota ....... . . ... 1,900,000 59 1,225,000 187 

'Virginia .. ... .. ...... 1,900,000 59 719,000 110 
North Carolina .. . . . . . . 1,925,000 60 516,000 79 
Nebraska ............ 1,100,000 34 700,000 107 
Kansas .. . ... . ... .. .. 1,500,000 47 843,000 129 
Wisconsin .... ... . ... . 2,300,000 72 1,219,000 186 

State Assessed valuation Per cent. True valuation Per cent. 

Texas . . ....... $2,400,000,000 100 $3,000,000,000 100 
California . . . . . 1,500,000,000 
Missouri . . . . . . 1,378,000,000 
Minnesota . . . . . 871,000,000 
Virginia . . . . . . 430,000,000 
North Carolina . 434,000,000 
Nebraska . . . . . 304,000,000 
Kansas . . . . . . . 378,000,000 
Wisconsin 1,400,000,000 

71 
66 
41 
20 
28 
14 
18 
66 

4,115,000,000 137 
3,759,000,000 125 
3,343,000,000 111 
1,288,000,000 43 

842,000,000 28 
2,009,000,000 67 
2,253,000,000 75 
2,838,000,000 95 

Value of 
State buildings and grounds Per cent. 

Texas . . · ...... . ........................ $ 3,196,000 100 
California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,460,000 333 
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,917,000 216 
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,678,000 115 
Virginia ..... . .. ..... . .. ... . . . .. ..... . 
North Carolina . ....................... . 
Nebraska ... . ......................... . 
Kansas .... .. ............ . . ..... ..... . 
WiRconsin . . ........ .. . .... ........... . 

4,236,000 
2,046,000 
2,505,000 
3,238,000 
4,723,000 

132 
87 
78 

101 
148 

Consider these tables carefully; you will be surprised and in
terested. I will point out a few things; you can find many more. 
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The States are nearly all in the same class in age, wealth, and popu
lation, although Texas has somewhat the advantage in these re
spects. Texas, for instance, is first, save one, in population, and 
is surpassed slightly by only three in wealth. California his only 47 
people to every 100 in Texas, and has $137 to every $100 in Texas, 
but she spends $281 on higher education to every $100 spent by 
Texas; less than one-half the population of Texas, only one-third 
more wealth, and more than two and three-quarters as much spent 
on higher education! Next consider Wisconsin: 72 men and women 
to every 100 in Texas; $95 to every $100 in Texas; $186 spent on 
higher education to every $100 spent in Texas; about two-thirds 
of our population, only 5 per cent less wealth, and nearly 90 per 
cent more spent on higher education. The only one of these States 
that spends less on higher education than Texas is North Carolina, 
and North Carolina has 60 per cent of our population and 28 per 
cent of our wealth, and she spends more than three-fourths of what 
we do on higher education. Even Kansas, "Bleeding Kansas,'' with 
47 per cent of our population and three-quarters of our wealth, 
spends 29 per cent more than we do on higher education. I could 
stand the rest, but Kansas is too much. Comments with regard 
to the money involved in buildings and grounds, I leave to you. 

The following table shows the income and attendance of a num
ber of State universities: 

1905-1906 
State Income 

California ..... . .... .. ....... $852,000 
Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 638,000 
Nebraska .................... 443,200 
Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 572,000 
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 185,300 
North Carolina. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108,000 
Arkansas ............... .. ... 220~00 
'I'exas (Main University) . ... . . 2!i2.000 

Texas' income equals 

30 per cent 
46 per cent 
57 per cent 
44 per cent 

Texas students equal 

80 per cent 
108 per cent 

62 per cent 
96 per cent 

Student•, Studenlo, 
Regular Seooion All Dep'tm'ta 

2,036 
1,556 
2,669 
1,743 

728 
710 

1,206 
1,674 

Of those of

California 
Iowa 
Nebraska 
Missouri 

2,707 
1,815 
2,914 
2,139 

728 
710 

1,806 
2,275 
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Virginia's income is 73 per cent of that of Texas; her students 
are 43 per cent. 

North Carolina's is 42 per cent of that of Texas; her students 
a.re 42 per cent. 

Arkansas's income is 87 per cent of that of Texas; her students 
are 72 per cent. 

There is another line of :figures which I want to call your atten
tion to for a moment, and I want to impress it upon every man 
here who is willing tc;i see his representative and talk to him before 
the next Legislature. You hear this proposition constantly an
nounced by the ignorant and misinformed, that every teacher has 
only four or five students to teach, and that the number of instruc
tors is vastly in excess of what it should be when compared with 
the number of students. I wish you would please bear the follow
ing :figures in mind: 

NUMBER OF INSTRUCTORS IN RELATION TO THE NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS 

State College of Arts All departments 

California 16.0 Iler cent 11.5 per cent 
Iowa 9.7 per cent 8.0 per cent 
Kansas 13.0 per cent 8.0 per cent 
Missouri 11.9 per cent 7.0 per cent 
Nebraska 14.4 per cent 7.0 per cent 
North Carolina 10.5 per cent 10.0 per cent 
Virginia 11.0 per cent 9.0 per cent 
Wisconsin - per cent 7.0 per cent 
Texas 7.0 per cent 4.5 per cent --

I leave these figures to you for full comment; note only that the 
University of Texas has fewer instructors per student in the College 
of Arts than any of the other institutions listed, and that she has 
practically only one-half as many instructors per student when all 
departments are taken into account. 

Now is it possible for any one to say that with this great State 
of ours, stretching one-third across the United States from east 
to west and half across it from north to south, with all of its mag
nificent present and more magnificent future, is it possible for any 
one to say that the constitutional guarantee and promise has been 
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in a~y sense carried out when we have about one-half (speaking in 
a general way) the number of instructors, as compared to the 
number of students, that Iowa, Kansas, North Carolina, California, 
Nebraska, Missouri, Virginia, and Wi~consin have? 

I present these figures, not that I think any one is able to retain 
all of them, but with the belief that we can carry in our minds 
a general idea of what these figures mean and a general appre
ciation of how far short the State of Texas has come in fulfilling 
the guarantees and promises of the men who laid out the funda
mental law of this land. 

These figures show another thing: they show that the young men 
and young women in Texas, in answer to this invitation and guar
antee . of the Constitution, are flocking to this institution; they 
show by comparison that the number of students who crowd here 
is, in a way, commensurate with the size and importance of this 
State. But the difficulty is that when they come here they do not 
find that which the Constitution has guaranteed they should have; 
they do not find what the founders of this government have prom
ised they should receive. 

Now what has the State done for this institution? I want you, 
in a general way, to take these figures away with you for future 
consumption. The idea prevails among many people, owing to the 
great increase in the number of students and the splendid work 
done here, that this institution has been magnificently provided 
for and that in a munificent way the policies of the Constitution 
have been carried out. Now, that is not true; we have prospered; 
we have not prospered because tbese promises have been made 
good, but we have prospered, notwithstanding the fact that they 
have not been made goad. To illustrate what I mean by that, I 
knew of a man once who drank whisky, chewed tobacco, smoked, 
swore, beat his wife, was a bright and shining example of every
thing that he should not have been, and he lived to be 102 years 
old. If he had been a strictly moral man, if he had not been a 
whisky drinker, a user of tobacco, and a wife-beater, the angel 
Gabriel would have had to shoot him at the judgment day. (Ap-
piause.) We have accomplished all that we have, notwithstanding 
the fact that we have been starvelings at the hands of the State. 

In 1839, fifty leagues of land were laid aside by the founders of 
the Republic of Texas for the purpose of endowing the State Uni
versity, and the general impression is that we have that land today. 
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Those :fifty leagues in round :figures amounted to 191,400 acres of 
land. It was a part of the best lands of Texas; it was set aside in 
early days when there were good lands for the asking-it is a low _ 
estimate to say it is worth $.30 an acre today; much of it is worth 
$100 an acre. If we had that fifty leagues it would give us a per
manent endowment of $5,'l'00,000, and many people have the idea 
that we have that land or the proceeds of it. What became of it? 
When the war came on, most of it was sold and Confederate money 
taken for it, or Confederate bonds, or it was turned into securities 
for the benefit of the Confederate government. A comparatively 
small part of it, together with some other funds, constitutes about 
one-half million dollars invested in bonds and land notes, the in
terest on which, some $30,000 annually, is a part of our available 
fund. In 1887 a claim was made on the Legislature for $438,000, 
representing the exact amount of money, with interest, which had 
been used by the State for other purposes and diverted from the 
University, and we got a loan of $125,000 in settlement of an abso
lute obligation of very nearly half a million dollars; that was not 
exactly a compliance either with the provisions of the Constitution 
or with what we should term, between ordinary individuals, com
mon honesty and justice. 

There are two million acres of land belonging to this institution. 
(And I digress for an instant to say, what I never lose an oppor
tunity of saying, in order that honor may be given where honor is 
due, that this institution owes to the efforts of one man the fact 
that we received from the Eighteenth Legislature one million acres 
of this land. I refer to the man to whom I always love to refer, 
whose blade has time and again passed between this institution and 
its enemies and guarded it from harm, the Honorable A. W. 
Terrell, of this city.) (Applause.) But these two million 
acres represented the tail of the coon. The coon had been 
eaten up by railroad subsidies and various other agencies, 
and these two million acres of land were thrown to us, as 
the tail of the coon, out upon the far distant border, where they 
were supposed to have and did then have little value. We have, in 
addition to this land, the bonds and land notes above referred to; 
and this constitutes the permanent fund of the University of Texas. 
We must seek from the general revenues of the State the money 
with which to supplement the income from the permanent fund 
so as to run the institution and make permanent improvements. 
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Let us glance for a moment at the history of these appropria
tions. What have the Legislatures of Texas done? Have they been 
as liberal as they think they have? Have they been as liberal as 
they should have been? Eight years ago, when the University had 
about one-third the number of pupils that it has now, the Legis
lature gave it from the general revenue $125,000; today, with three 
times as many students, it gives $105,000. Five years ago, when it 
had less than half the present number of students, the Legislature 
gave it $126,000 from the general revenue. 

I want you to remember this proposition and these general fig
ures. For twenty-five years this institution has stood as a mendi
cant before the Legislatures of this State; and why a mendicant? 
It should have stood there proudly, asking that these Legislatures 
do what the Constitution required and bound them to do. During 
that twenty-five years the entire donations to the University of 
Texas from the general revenue have amounted to how much? 'I'o 
$1,196,400. T'he State of Illinois in 1907, at one session of the 
Legislature, appropriated for its State university $1,214,000, prac
tically what we have done in twenty-five years. In 1905, Califor
nia, with one-half of our population, at one session of the Legis
lature gave to its State institution, in order to put it on a par with 
Leland Stanford, $1,139,000, or substantially what we have given 
for twenty-five years. Wisconsin in 1905, at one session of the 
Legis"lature, gave $1,540,000, which is more than we have given 
during the entire period of twenty-five years. From this compari
son of figures you can form a fairly safe estimate as· to whether or 
not the guarantee of the Constitution has in fact been made good. 

The University of Texas is the only institution which is pro
hibited by the Constitution from using the general revenue in the 
construction of permanent improvements, and doubtless that pro
vision was inserted by the makers for the very purpose of expressing 
it as their intention (construing it along with the provision that 
there should be erected and maintained a university of the first 
class) that the available fund should be used for permanent 
improvements as long as any were needed. 

The income of the institution is $258,000 a year, of which 
$105,000 comes from the general revenue; the land leases of the 
University of Texas today produce $102,000 a year, and the entire 
available fund is about $140,000. 
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When the Regents, in 1895, took over from the State, under 
legislative enactment, the handling of the leasing of the public 
lands of the institution, they were producing $9027 a year; since 
that time the aggregate rents have increased from $9027 to $102,000 
a year. This, then, is a fund practically cre,ated by good business 
work on the part of the Board of Regents and its land committee. 

Here is a great fund, today constituting almost one-half the in
come of this institution, created and built up by the business meth
ods of the Board of Regents, and I insist, and shall always insist, 
that at least this much of the available fund should be utilized in 
carrying out the provisions of the Constitution in the erection of 
permanent improvements. 

I call your attention to the particular needs of the University 
today; it is in need of $70,000 to build a heating plant which will 
enable it to run through the winter; it needs $250,000 for the pur
pose of erecting a fire-proof library building, which is not only 
urgently needed, but will also in a great degree relieve the general 
congested condition by throwing open the present library for class 
rooms and offices. 

· T'he Board of Regents is asking the next Legislature to appro
priate from the general revenue $270,000 a year for two years to 
pay the full running expenses and thus permit the Regents to use 
the entire available fund of $140,000 a year in the erection of 
these two improvements, without which it is practically impossible, 
with any deg-ree of certainty and success, to carry on the work. 
This should, in my judgment, be a permanent policy of this insti
tution, to set aside the entire available fund for the construction of 
permanent improvements until all necessary buildings have been 
completed. 

It is for the ex-students of the University to wage the crusade; 
it is for them to carry into their homes and carry to the Repre
sentatives in the Legislature an idea of these needs, an idea of 
what is required. A word .to a man from his constituent is worth 
more than from the University of Texas and its entire Board of 
Regents. 

The alumni of other State universities have recognized this fact, 
and have built up their institutions by going out and educating the 
people and reaching the representatives of the people in the halls 
of the Legislature; this is a lesson which we can afford to learn 
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from them. There have been many people in many States who 
have stolen their ideas from Texas. Wisconsin and the na
tional government of the United States stole largely from 
A. W. Terrell their ideas about regulating railroads; the 
married woman's law of this State has been borrowed far 
and wide; the homestead law sprang into life within the 
limits of Texas, and is recognized today as one of the funda
mental principles upon which the judicial systems of the States of 
this Union have been built. These and other ideas have been bor
rowed or stolen or taken from Texas, any way you want to put it'. 
and don't let us be too proud to borrow from these States what has, 
above all other things, made us hewers of wood and drawers of water 
for many of the enterprises of the North and East. The one great 
thing in which they have surpassed us is in appreciating the value of 
this educational proposition;. they know what the founders of this 
republic knew when they fought the battle of San Jacinto, but they 
have put that ·knowledge to better use than we have. They know 
that a State, like a family that will not educate itself, is sooner or 
later fatally degraded to a place below its educated neighbors. 

Now let us borrow from them the enthusiasm of their alumni; 
let us borrow from them the enterprise which they have shown 
along the line of procuring larger appropriations and carrying out 
larger designs; and in that connection permft me to quote a few 
lines from Kipling, indicating that we should not be too proud to 
borrow, or beg, or steal some things ourselves: 

"When 'Omer smote 'is bloomin' lyre, 
He'd 'eard men sing by land an' sea; 

An' what he thought 'e might require, 
'E went an' took-the same as me! 

The. market-girls an' :fishermen, 
The shepherds an' the sailors, too, 

They 'eard old songs turn up again, 
But kep' it quiet-same as you ! 

T'hey knew 'e stole; ' e knew they knowed. 
They didn't tell, nor make a fuss, 

But winked at 'Omer down the road, 
An' 'e winked back-the same as us!" 
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Let us cheerfully follow good old Homer's example. Ideas, edu
cational and others, are fortunately as free as the air we breath~. 

I want in conclusion to thank you for the very kind attention 
which you have given to what has necessarily been largely composed 
0£ statistics and the effort to demonstrate that the State of Texas 
has assumed a responsibility which, up to this time, it has not 
fully made good. 

I will ask that we, before leaving this meeting, before leaving 
the pleasant associations which are revived here, swear an oath 
more solemn than that 0£ Hannibal, not to destroy Rome, but to 
save Carthage, to take home with us a deter~ination to remember 
the needs of this institution, to remember the promises made by us 
when we went out from these walls with its seal upon our brows, 
and to see that the guarantee and the promise of the Constitution 
of Texas is not a matter of sounding brass and tinkling cymbals, 
but that this institution shall be in fact and in deed "a university 
of the :first class." (A pp la use.) . 

OUR FOUNDERS AND BENEFACTORS 

DY WILLIAM H. ATWELL, LL.B., OF DALLAS 

The University 0£ Texas and the University at Leyden were the 
result of gratitude. The University at Leyden was founded as a 
memorial to the brave men who flooded the country with the 
waters of the North &ea to r(:pel the Spanish invasion. The 
University of Texas was born in 1839, when our forefathers were 
guiding the Republic of Texas, the trail of the Mexican invader 
being still well marked. . 

It seems strange, indeed, that a people in the throes of devasta
tion and pestilence and material travail should turn their thoughts 
to institutions for the cultivation of the mind. The original 
Texas, with his Republic hardly safely launched, the confines of 
which had not entirely been determined, and the perpetuity 0£ 
which was not at all assured, dreams of a great institution that 
shall rival the seats of learning of the East and older Europe. 
What was a dream in 1839, and what was a far-away future, has 
long since become a reality and a plethoric present. 

There would be no harvest were there no planter and cultivator. 
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The founders and benefactors of an institution are the planters 
and cultivators of the fields of the farm. It is of these founders 
and benefactors that I am to speak for a few moments . 

In 1839, President Lamar, in his address to the Third Congress 
of Texas, urged an appropriation for both elementary and higher 
education. The Congress authorized the survey of fifty leagues of 
land as the initial step for the building of a great University. 
President Lamar, then, and his co-laborers, planted the seed. 

In 1858 there was legislation by the State of Texas, in line 
with the original move, and the Seventeenth Legislature, spurred 
to action by Governor Roberts, passed the necessary acts that made 
it possible to lay the cornerstone of the University of Texas on 
November 17, 1882. The three names that will always be insep
erably Jinked with the history of the University are President 
Lamar, Governor Roberts, and Judge A. W. Terrell. Lamar was 
a man of considerable mental ability, having had some school ad
vantages. Governor Roberts was as rugged as the rocks of Llano, 
among which he spent his last days. The accuracy of his speech 
and the wonderfulness of his wisdom were not the result of early 
training or schooling. His message to the Seventeenth Legislature 
rnng like an independence bell, and it stirred the souls of the 
men who saw in the future a great State-a mighty people, who 
were receiving their learning in other states and among other 
people, and from this vision there came a knightly, scholarly 
champion who answered all -the messages of opposition that Hous
ton and Ireland had ever written, and by force of his ability to 
champion a righteous cause, succeeded in concreting the necessary 
legislation suggested by Roberts. 

Through the administrations of Governors Pease. Davis. Coke, 
and Hubbard, the fortunes of the University were vacillating, and 
even during the regime of Governors Hogg and Culberson and 
Ross, the fate of the University was not absolutely assured, because 
of the opposition existing in legislative halls. 

As time went on, however, the institution outgrew political ani
mosity, and as its alumni began to shape the policies of the State 
government ano to take their places in the commercial, legal, and 
university fields of other states, the power of the University for 
good was recognized by all the people, either poor or rich. 

Dr. T. D. Wooten, Colonel Ashbel Smith, and George W. Brack-
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enriclge contributed invaluable service, and battled like helmeted 
warriors for the institution during its days of trouble and youthful 
growth. 

Lamar selected the land, deared the underbrush, and made 
farming possible; Roberts planted the crop; and Terrell and 
Wooten and Smith and Brackenridge plowed and hoed and weeded, 
fought the grasshoppers and boll weevil, and sodded against the 
drought and overflow, and twenty-five hundred Texas boys and 
girls today are the harvesters. The grain ranks with any offered in 
the market. 

THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT 

BY JAMES J. TERRILL, M. D., PROFESSOR OF PATHOLOGY 

Nothing is too good for T~xas, and no task is too great for 
Texans to accomplish. Throughout all of their past history, 
Texans have never been quitters. They have always been eager t,o 

seek the . best, have never been E:atisfied with anything short of it. 
This has been true and will be true of the Medical Department. 
Many years ago it began to dawn upon the minds of foremost men 
of our great commonwealth that a people might be politically free, 
and yet not happy. A free people is happy only when healthy; 
an enslaved people is happy only when dead. This idea continued 
to germinate until it was seen that Texas must raise up of her 
own sons and daughters a group thoroughly trained and fitted 
to lead in the pursuit of this condition of health among its people. 
Given a climate ever so healthy-and we of Texas have it-and 
conditions for the production of wealth ever so favorable-and 
these, too, we have-yet the elusive microbe may plant himself in 
the very midst and turn our harvest of grain into a harvest of 
death, our seasons of rejoicing into seasons of mourning, our 
joy into sorrow, our happiness into grief, our health into sickness. 
Therefore, our body politic must have a faithful band ever on 
the guard to sound the tocsin of war upon the approach of the bac
terial enemy. That these men should · ever be faithful to the 
history and traditions of their own people was of the first con
sideration. Who, then, was better fitted to train her own doctors 
and druggists than the State herself? 
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As a beginning of the preparation of a loyal host of men and 
women of medicine, seventeen years ago the doors of the present 
Medical Department of the University of Texas were opened 
to students in medicine, and two years later to those in pharmacy. 
Since that time, not including this year, there have matriculated 
in medicine 1266 students, and in pharmacy 478. Of these, 372 
have grauuated in medicine and 165 in pharmacy. 

The Medical Department has constantly kept abreast of the 
increasing demands for better prepared men of medicine; it has 
gradually raised its requirements for entrance and its prerequisites 
for graduation. No one who is not completely in touch with the 
enormous strides in medicine <~an appreciate what this has meant. 
From the very first ,the M~dical Department has held that men 
really learn more by doing than by being lectured to, so that the 
laboratory teaching has with us always been considered the most 
important part of the course, so that now more than twice as much 
time is devoted to laboratory work and clinics as is given to lectures 
and recitations. 

Our Medical Department was the first medical school of the 
South to require an eight-months annual session and the first to 
adopt a four-years course for graduation. In 1910 we will re
quire one year of college work for entrance. 

But what of our finished product? How has it worn? What 
of the men who have gone from its walls with their degrees? H 
you would know, g.o into the various communities of our State 
and ask for the University of Texas doctors and druggists, then 
find out how they stand. You will find them honored and re
spected; their counsel is sought, they are bearing their full share 
of the burdens of citizenship, and best of all they stand first and 
foremost for scientific diagnosis and rational treatment, and emi
nently for preventive medicine. 

Then, too, ask the State Board of Medical Examiners of Texas 
what school heads the list with the highest percentage of successful 
applicants. Ask the authorities of the United States Public Health 
and Marine Hospital Senice how Texas men stand in their ex
amination. Inquire, also, of the United States army and navy. 
I personally do not know of a single one of our men who has 
been rejected by these as deficient in their mental or scientific 
training. We now have a number of men in each of these branches, 
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men who are making good, who are being entrusted with important 
work. Ask, also, for the records of those of our men who have 
gone North and East seeking hospital appointments by competitive 
examinations in the larger centers of population. Go into the 
records with unbiased minds, and you will finish your investiga
tions almost as great an enthusiast for the Medical Department of 
the University as he who now speaks to you. 

In our growth, we have noi been without private benefactors. 
In its very inception ·the Medical Department was made possible 
by the gift of the late John Sealy of $75,000 for the building of 
the John Sealy Hospital in a block adjacent to the college build
ing. Here the city patients of Galveston are cared for, the running 
expenses of about $37,000 annually being paid by the city of Gal
veston. Add to this that the heirs of Mr. Sealy have .contrib
uted from time to time sums aggregating more than $80,000 
for repairs and further improvements of the Hospital. Public 
benefaction after the great storm of 1900 made possible the negro 
hospital at a cost of $18,000. In 1897 Mr. Geo. W. Brackenridge, 
that worthy friend of the University, gave to the University a 
handsome three-story building as a home for the women students, 
and the same benefactor provides for its maintenance. Nine 
scholarships for women medical students-one for $240, the others 
for $200 each annually-with three fellowships for women, have 
also been established, much of this, also, being due to Mr. Brack
enridge. 

Now, having traced our history, told of our benefactions, de
scribed our present status, and boasted of our achievements, permit 
me to mention some of our needs. 

Primarily, we have always held that laboratory methods of teach
ing develop trained physicians and pharmacists. We are now con
fronted with a lack of laboratory space. Our laboratories of 
pharmacy and chemistry, for many years in the basement, ''below 
c~ecks," as it were, were further submerged by the filling made 
necessary by the wonderful grade raising of the city of Galveston. 
These laboratories now cry aloud for proper quarters. Our 
museum of pathology has long since outgrown its closet beneath a 
lecture room, and pleads to see the light of day. All this and 
more, too, argues for a new laboratory building. It is true that 



The Alumni Barbecue 315 

the last Legislature placed an appropriation for one in its budget, 
but an insurmountable constitutional difficulty destroyed our hopes. 
Thus we must look to our friends, the members of the incoming 
Legislature, to remedy this. 

With the growth of laboratory and clinical teaching, the running 
expenses have increased. It costs more to teach men medicine 
than it does to talk: medicine to them. So a more generous appro
priation for maintenance is needed. 

The number of hospital cases has so increased in the past five 
years that we have outgrown our hospital facilities. We are now 
in need of more hospital room, especially pavilions for isolating 
contagious diseases. 

But I would not forget the young ladies of the Training School 
for Nurses. The so-called home for nurses is a frame building 
erected many years ago for the old Galveston Medical College. 
Since then it has passed on down ·through various stages of use
fulness, until finally it was rejuvenated as much as possible and 
made the home for the young ladies of the Training School. These 
ladies are members of the student body of the University, yet after 
their long hours of service, freely given, since their only pay is 
their training, they are forced to repair to this building for well
earned rest, a building cold in the winter, hot in the summer, with 
a roof by which the rain is only temporarily halted in its earth
seeking course, with many similar features, not the least of which 
is the overcrowding. This, then, is the Nurses' Home. Oh, for 
some generous-hearted men or women who wish to erect a perma
nent monument for themselves, or for loved ones, to rise in this, 
our hour of need, and erect a suitable home for nurses! 

Last, but by no means least, we need a gymnasium. One glance 
at our crowded roster suffices to convince one that we do not have 
the time for outdoor athletics, which form a part, and a very neces
sary part, of your life here at the Main University. However, 
our students do need a place where the physical side may be kept 
in trim. From time immemorial medical students, "studiment 
doctors," as our Galveston negroes call them, have borne a repu
tation fer rowdyism. How much they have deserved this reputa
tion in the past at other places, I do not know, but I do know 
that it can not be applied to our students. They are men and 
women of the highest type, true gentlemen and gentlewomen. 
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What we would like to do is to turn them out with well-equipped, 
sound bodies, as well as to give them medical culture. To this end, 
we should have a working gymnasium comparable to our needs. If 
we had the furnished building, our students would care for its 
maintenance. 

Withal, our achievements are great, our reputation fixed and 
splendid, our future bright. With a steadfast purpose to remain 
ever in the van of advancing medical education, the Medical ·De
partment of the University of Texas will move forward with rapid 
pace, reflecting glory upon that magnificent empire, the unrivaled 
State of Texas. 

MR&. KIRBY AND HER CHARGES 

BY FRITZ G. LANHAM, LL.B., OF WEATHERFORD 

There is no subject which I could discuss more exhaustively in 
the short space of the eight minutes allotted me ·than what I know 
about woman. Wiser heads have reduced what they know of her 
to a single word-nothing-and it would be decidedly immodest 
of me to claim that I know more than half as much as they. The 
study of woman, generally speaking-and she is generally speak
ing- is an art rather than a science, for science is exact knowledge, 
and no rational man has ever contended that he had any exact 
knowledge of woman. The only certain thing yet discovered about 
her is her uncertainty. We know merely-and without knowing 
why-that she is first in peace, first in war, and first in love, which 
is both peace and war, and that at present she is adapting herself 
to a style of hat upon the principle of "the more the merrier." 

But this is an age of epeculation, and, thanks to the discretion 
of the program committee, I am not left to the general topic of 
woman. In this instance, the special topic is the broader one, for 
there is no possible system of verbal legerdemain whereby one 
could tell in eight minutes the matronly charms of Mrs. Kirby, 
or the maidenly charms of her charges. If, true to their sex, 
they did not speak for themselves, my task would be utterly v'ain. 
It would be impossible physically-much less oratorically-to em
brace them all in the short time given me. 

To dispel at the outset any latent ambiguity of my theme, per-
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mit me to say that the word "charges" in this connection has no 
reference to finance, for Mrs. Kirby deals solely in advice, and no 
one ever handed it out· more freely. Nor does it relate. in my 
judgment, to the particular charges she has so often preferred 
against us concerning the particular charges of hers whom we pre
ferred. For the purposes of this discussion let it refer to that 
band of beauties from time to time placed under the matron's 
<:are indisposed both by nature and by inclination to conduct them
selves as Ruth Ashmore and the matron would have them. 

There is but one sort of student who could be unmindful of 
the presence of Mrs. Kirby at this institution, and that is the 
grind. In my time, however, we all knew of her, for the fair 
<!O-ed was so exceeding fair that "the grinders ceased because they 
were few,'' and the most plebeian student could quote verbatim 
-every line which Romeo ever spoke or thought. But then, as now, 
Romeo and his lines, so agreeable to us, were alike distasteful to 
the matron, and, consequently, we were wont in those days to use 
her Christian name in a way which was anything but Christian. 
-Our best-laid romantic schemes went oft agley, for every male 
:student soon learned from her that he was forever barred from 
taking practical courses in Romance language. 

Those were the days, also, when I used to think that Mrs. Kirby 
had missed her calling, and that the Pinkerton service could never 
be complete without her. Her searching glance could penetrate 
impenetrable darkness, and her keen ears could hear speeches which 
the heart only uttered. The conventional sleuth is fleet of foot 
.and slow of tongue, but it seemed to serve her purpose better to 
be slow of foot and fleet of tongue. When she was near, love, in 
.addition to being blind, had also to be deaf and dumb, and could 
manifest itself safely only in the sign language. No blare of 
trumpets ~ould then accompany a call to arms. As a: detective, 
there was to my mind but one distinguishing feature between her 
-and the somewhat less illustrious Sherlock Holmes, and that arose 
from the fact that the latter would never interfere in cases where 
his aid was not solicited; Mrs. Kirby thought it wise to see that 
cases did not arise. 

Another thing which grieved me once, but gratifies me now, is 
Mrs. Kirby's exceptional health. In the days gone by, there was 
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of learning, but please allow me at this time to make this perti-
nent inquiry: Why, oh, why has no masculine counterpart of Mrs. 
Kirby been found to guard the morals of our dear, innocent, un
suspecting boys ? 

And now, in conclusion, it is our fondest hope that we all may be 
able to say of Mrs. Kirby for many years to come, as we have de
lighted to say for her for many years past: 

"Charges come and charges go, 
But she goes on forever." 

JUDGE CLARK'S SPEECH* 

A wheelbarrow is a bad thing to run into on a dark night. If 
I fall off of this, I w.ant it distinctly understood that I have had 
nothing to drink but some water from one of the barrels provided 
by Mr. Connerley, which smelt of nothing stronger than aqua 
fortis. 

I occupy the place just made vacant by the temporary disap
pearance of my excellent friend, E. Dick Slaughter. I invaded 
these :fields some time before Dick came. Dick was wild and 
woolly, and not particularly well curried, but I want you to under
stand that I did not curry him. But he grew, and threw aside the 
habiliments that he wore as a cowboy, and :finally became the 
sartorial pride of the University. 

But Richard whether he is himself or not, I do not know-but 

*At the conclusion . of the regular program for the Barbecue, Mr. ·E. 
D. ~laughter was called on for a speech; and after him Judge Clark. 
Judge Clark's address, delivered from a rickety wheelbarrow that had 
been provided as the platform for the occasion, was his last public utter· 
ance, and hence possesses a peculiar interest for all those who have been 
connected with the University and for his friends everywhere. It will 
be observed that his speech ends characteristically with a plea for better 
support of the University and with a word in defense of one of its corps 
of instructors. 

For the preservation of Judge Clark's speech, THE REcoBD and Judge 
Clark's friends in general are indebted to Mr. Steve Pinckney, a student 
in the University. Mr. Pinckney's report does not reproduce all that 
Judge Clark said, but approximately all, and for the most part just as 
he said it. 
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I do know that he is beautifully married. There have been some 
remarks on that excellent. subject today. One of Dick's old frat. 
brothers wrote me the other day that some lady had consented tQ . 
join her destinies with his. I believe in getting married. I am 
married myself. I married when I was young; and I have been 
married a long time. I am married yet; and I am not sorry for it . . 
If you leave almost any man alone long enough, he will perpe~ 
trate the same iniquity. 

Watt Gregory made a few remarks that pleased me_ very much. 
After he got through with his statistics, I felt like Mark Tapley, 

. *; I was so heavily burdened. But, I think those statistice, 
and part of that speech ought to be published and I hope they will 
When each of you go home, I want you to seize your representa
tive by the throat, ram his head up against the wall, and make him 
promise to be good. 

Watt is a very industrious fellow. With him work seems to be 
a recreation,-he works his clients nearly to death. 

My friend Slaughter said something about "we ought to get a 
!ootball team that could beat somebody." Why, bleeding bodies 
lie on nearly every football field in this state, and we ha:v~ :;mother 
!ootball game Thanksgiving. At any rate, we are going to fight 
a clean game of football, and it shall be clean, and when thotie 
Farmers go away, they will go like the little boy's lamb, and say
ing, "We can't help it, we were fairly beat.en." I also wa!lt to say 
that we have a good coach. He is a gentleman, and .as excellent 
a man as I ever knew. 

*Here Mr. Pinckney was unable to catch all that Judge Clark said. 
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THE CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION IN TEXAS 

THE DUTY OF TEXAS TO DEVELOP HIGHER 
EDUCATION NOW 

BY S. P. BROOKS, LL. D., PRESIDENT OF BAYLOR UNIVERSITY 

Practically every· word in my subject is important save three. 
Each might be taken tonight as a subject for an address. Each is 
suggestive of much. 

There are three sources of higher education in America: 
1. Schools supported by private endowment. 
2. Schools supported and controlled by denominations of Chris

tians. 
3. State schools supported by taxation. 
A liberal interpretation of my subject would allow a discus

sion of all of these, for in the history of our country each has 
had much to do with the training of our citizens and each, in 
spite of its origin or control, is a public institution. A strict con
struction of my subject, however, evidently calls merely for a dis
cussion of the development of higher education as it is done by the 
State, and this is my purpose. 

There are no private higher schools in Texas worthy of the 
name as here cliscussed. We, therefore, can not depend upon them 
to meet the requirements of the State of Texas. Even if we had 
them, they would be too spasmodic as to origin, number: and loca
tion. 

Denominational colleges and universities have not in the past 
met all the needs of higher education of all the people in Texas, 
and, therefore, can not be depended upon solely for the future. 
By making this statement, I presume I shall not be regarded as 
untrue to denominational institutions, one of which I have the 
honor to represent. It may be here stated in confidence that 
throughout the early part of the history of Texas all the higher 
education there was came through such institutions as were owned 
and controlled by denominations of Christians. They will have 
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their reward. Practically all the early public men of Texas re
ceived their education from these institutions, for there was no 
Sfate University until 1883. By making this reference to the 
lack of ultimate utility in denominational institutions, I do not 
lose confidence in the efficiency and the rightful defence that may 
be made for their existence. I speak with assurance, because I 

know that there are many people who have never patronized them 
and many more who never will. Hence, particularly in the light 
of the lack of full support of the denominations that controlled the 
early higher 'institutions in Texas and in the light of constantly 
increasing population, it is clear to any thinking mind that the 
State of Texas was wise when it promoted its University of Texas, 
and is wiser every year by as much as liberal contributions are 
made for its enlargement and development. The State can not 
shift its responsibility. In my judgment, it unwisely shifted it 
too long. It now must do and do well the work it has undertaken. 

In my judgment, notwithstanding the wisdom of our fathers in 
setting apart a large landed estate and in constitutional provision 
for maintaining the support of the Texas University, they were 
not wholly wise, for with all their forethought they have not 
built big enough for Texas. Instead of this one building with 
chapel and library and recitation and laboratory rooms all under 
one roof, it were far better if a larger sum of money had been 
spent for architectural designs, and millions more had been spent 
in the fulfillment of larger plans, through the erection of build
ings here and there, each well fitted for its own purposes. With 
the boundless resources of Texas and the millions of people now 
here and coming, the present plant and equipment are in:finit.ely 
too small to meet the future growth of this State. 

The word development in my subject needs no enlargement be
fore this audience, except to call attention to the fact that how
ever high our system has come, it must not be allowed to lag in 
growth. The word higher suggests that, however high now, it 
must be higher in the future. The word now involves us in no
doubt as to urging the Legislature to immediate action and not 
for any indefinite future time. 

The earmarks of civilization are culture. Much more than 
dollars and cents, houses and lands, herds and farms, is the pos
session of citizens whose minds and hearts are trained in unison 
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with right purposes, keen thinking, and high living. Monarchies 
may get on without much culture of the ordinary citizen; the 
bureaucrats do the thinking. Democracies can not live without 
an educated citizenship; the units of the democracy do the think
ing. The wildest aggregation of persons that ever get together 
may be made up of units each one of whom is a democrat, but 
each of whom is without ability to lead or to follow. The strongest 
aggregation and the best type of government in the evolution of 
affairs is a democracy where each man is well trained, each is able 
to lead, and each is wise enough to follow. 

Let us in our higher educational institutions foster culture in 
freedom and in restraint. I would have more freedom than can be 
found in West Point and more restraint than can be found in 
Harvard. Whatever of good the experience of the ages brings to 
us, let us adopt it for this institution. Let this school grow and 
enlarge. Let us have here, for example, a School of Forestry, 
from whose walls may go out men not only to protect the vast 
receding forests now in the southern and eastern part of our 
State, but make the trees to grow upon the highways and plains 
of the north and the west. Let me speak with confidence and as
surance, perhaps unbecoming in a member of the faculty of the 
University of Texas. Let me speak as a citizen when I call upon 
the next Legislatare to use no niggardly policy in the expenditure 
of money for the promotion of this institution. 

Let us all work together, now and forever. Let the denomina
tional colleges know, as they have not always known, that however 
much the State University may grow, its growth will be but a 
stimulus to the former. Let them know that, however much the 
University may grow, there need not be any conflict or overtop
ping of each other. Let the State University know, as it has not 
always known, that through all the years of the growth of the 
denominational colleges and universities in Texas, they have 
constantly helped to develop a loftier public sentiment for higher 
education and in every way have helped the cause of higher State 
institutions. We are all citizens of one State; we are all striving 
for purer citizenship; we will all be untrue to each other unless 
we work constantly together. 

This is my plea; this is my E<peech. I thank you. 
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THE LEGITIMATE FUNCTION OF ATHLETICS IN THE 
EDUCATION OF AMERICAN CITIZENS 

BY THE HONORABLE R. T. MILNER, PRESIDENT OF THE 

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE OF TEXAS 

To the unrivaled genius of the Grecians the world is indebted 
for athletics. While many of the events of ancient Greece live only 
in fable and fiction and the spirit of uncertainty pervades each 
page of her history, yet we have been able to gather and put to
gether sufficient fragmentary knowledge to convince us that the 
Olympic games wielded a powerful influence on society and the 
character of the people. The Grecians, and especially the Athe
nians, were trained in all the exercises of the body, and prizes were 
offered for whatever conduced to improve and fit them for war. 
As the strength of the body, the agility of the hands and feet, 
fitted them for combat on the battlefield, the business of athletics 
was intrusted to the masters. Athletics constituted their military 
tactics. In order to stimulate the arts of war these games and 
contests were made the subj'Elct of the greatest orators and writers, 
and thus they became celebrated throughout the world. But, in 
spite of the fact that these games were established to prepare the 
young men for military service, they were finally diverted from 
their original purposes and prostituted to the cravings of an idle 
and profligate class with which all nations are more or less halldi
capped. One of our most celebrated historians, in relating this 
chapter of the world's events, is constrained to remark: "It is 
true, these exercises so illustrious by their founders and so useful 
in the ends first proposed, introduced public masters who taught 
them to young persons, and who, practicing them with success, made 
a public show and ostentation of their skill. This sort of men ap
plied themselves solely to the practice of this art, and, carrying it 
to an excess, they formed it into a kind of science by the addition 
of rules and refinements, oft.en challenging each other out of a 
vain emulation, till at length they degenerated into a professional 
people, who, without any other employment of merit, exhibited 
themselves as a type for the diversion of the public." 

However extraordinary the passion which Greece displayed ior 
her athletics, however irrational the excess to which they descended, 
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her youth were never neglected in the arts, polite learning, the 
trades, sciences, and philosophy. Indeed, the masters in all lines 
of literature would appear before the multitude at the celebration 
of these games and instruct the youth. Here Herodotus recited 
his historical productions until the people of all Greece became 
familiar with them; and here the common people heard Euripides 
until they got his tragedies by heart. 

It was never conceded by the Grecians that a man was destinei 
to serve his country in no other way but by the strength of his 
body. It is true they taught that a robust and vigorous constitu
tion was in the greatest degree desirable, and wisely contended that 
by wholesome physical exercises the body is brought into subjection 
to reason, but, on the other hand, they claimed that severities and 
violence hardened the manners of the combatants and accustomed 
the spectators to scenes which paralyzed the noble qualities of the 
heart. 

The desire to produce victorious athletes became so strong in 
Sparta that the sentence of death was inhumanly pronounced upon 
all children who were born with constitutions too weak to stand the 
fatigue and severities of the laws and customs of the nation. 
Reconcile, if you can, the advantage of a nation destroying an 
Alexander Stephens and sparing a John L. Sullivan. 

But we shall not fail to accord eternal praise to the Athenians 
for the compassion and tender mercies which they manifested 
toward each other in all their games, and the honorable manner 
in which the victory was regarded, for their laws prohibited under 
penalty of infamy the winning of it by any unfair or foul method. 

Benevolence and humanity were invariably the distinguishing 
traits of these people, and in after years, when they became sub
ject to Roman authority, and the Roman people sought to intro
duce their cruel and inhuman practices in Greece, the Athenian 
arose in the midst of the multitude and cried out: "First throw 
down the altar erected to Mercy more than a thousand years ago 
by our ancestors." 

In no nation prior to the Christian era of which history gives 
us knowledge, do we find as lofty ideals as those possessed by the 
Greeks. Soil, climate, and every other natural advantage conspired 
to awaken in the people the highest patriotism. Beauty and 
sublimity were blended in the rugged mountains, meandering 
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streams and luxuriant forests. While the natural advantages were 
calculated to inspire and reward industry and to develop the 
greatest mental exertion in all the arts of peace, their patriotism 
enjoined the greatest amount of skill in the arts of war. Hence 
mind and body were trained in every conceivable way so as to 
produce the most perfect physical strength without impairing the 
growth and the expansion of the intellect. Between body and mind 
there was a salutary harmony, together with a security and preser
vation of all the qualities of man. The philosophy and wisdom 
of Plato and Aristotle were not dimmed by the physical agility 
and strength of Milo and Polydamus; the genius of Homer and 
Pythagoras was more revered than the athletic skill of Ajax and 
ffiysses; the wit of Aesop ranked above the physical strength of 
Arrachion. 

We should not forget the wii::dom and learning of the sages of 
Greece while endeavoring to emulate their games, which were or
dained for no other purpose than to prepare the combatants for 
war and conquest. 

The enthusiasm, agility, and :fleetness of the athletes which justly 
challenges the admiration of the spectator, should never outweigh 
the sublime yet simple life of the devotee of knowledge. While 
the wreath of oak leaves represented the highest degree of human 
glory and "temperance in all things," it was not the chief end 
and aim of the pagans who originated athletics. 

The games for which our schools stand sponsor must be gov
erned with lenity and in conformity to the highest principles of 
rectitude and common decency. 

I am of the opinion that no dangerous feature will be permitted 
to remain in our athletics. Prize fighting has been abolished by 
statute in nearly every State of the Union. In obedience to a 
public sentiment which was well-nigh unanimous, the Governor 
of this State, a few years ago, called the Legislature together in 
extraordinary session for the purpose of forever prohibiting this 
and similar exercises from being practiced on Texas soil. In most 
instances the combatants in the pit were educated men. They 
fought according to certain rules and regulations. The belt 
marked the place of danger, and rarely did the boxer strike below 
it. Occasionally there was a serious accident, but human life was 
not often sacrificed. 
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Our game of football, celebrated by the magnificent young men 
engaged in it and refined by the most cultured of our people of 
both sexes who witness and encourage it, is often attended by 
physical injury. It is true that it arouses what is called the 
"college spirit," inspires much that is elevating in the student 
body, and conduces to temperance and sobriety in the combatants, 
but its number of maimed and crippled, together with an occa
sional death by accident, calls for the most serious consideration 
upon the part of all who desire the best athletics and the most 
humane civilization. 

The civilization of the Athenians would not permit cruelty nor 
excessive violence in any of the Olympic games, though Athens 
bore upon her altars the inscription, "To the Unknown God." 

In speaking directly to my subject, I want to emphasize the 
truth of the old maxim that "the mind is the standard of the 
man." No system of education can endure that does not subordi
nate all manner of athletics to the cultivation of the brain. In
deed, the games permitted by the colleges and the universities 
should be allowed to exist for no other purpose than to promote 
health, encourage temperance, and to stimulate in the student body 
a spirit of brotherly love. 

Admitting that our games are all that the most ardent advocate 
claims they are in the way of promoting health and developing 
physical strength, the number of students refusing to participate in 
them is so large that the intrinsic benefits at last only accrue to a 
small per cent, and as a rule those not playing are most in need 
of exercise. The reason for this is obvious, since the exercises are 
often so violent that only the most robust can stand them. So 
here we have the two extremes leading to abnormal conditions at 
each end. 

Americans are essentially practical in their manners, customs, 
and pursuits. Cosmopolitan in woof and warp, her component 
parts representing the best in all nations, her ideals constantly 
rising higher and higher, that which is not good being forced into 
subserviency to a moral sentiment growing stronger and stronger, 
America is more optimistic than ever before. If wrongdoing and 
vice seem more prevalent now than before, it is because the light 
shines brighter and hiding places are becoming fewer. If you 
will allow the term, no public "spuriousness" will be tolerated 
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by the American. If our athletics fail to keep within the bounds 
of legitimate functions, public opinion, guided by reason and jus
tice will appear on the stadium and block the game. 

If defects exist in our athletics, the ·young men of our schools 
are not to blame for them. The features that subject the combat
ants to injury and sometimes to death must be minimized. 

The universities and colleges must set the pace and establish 
the models for the exercises of the body as well as the mind. 
To them we must confidently look for the highest type not only 
of culture, but of all that is everlasting and ennobling in civili
zation. In them the models must be fashioned for law, equity. 
and good government. Here trade and commerce must find the 
fulcrum and lever which shall lift the business of the world to a 
higher plane of equity and justice. Of these institutions the world 
must be able to say as the Prince of Peace said of· His disciples: 
''Ye are the -salt of the earth. Ye are the light of the world." 

May the stream of knowledge which flows from our universities 
and colleges imbue those who drink thereof with the purest and 
loftiest sentiments, and instill in its votaries an earnest desire for 
the amelioration and uplifting of mankind. Paramount to all 
exercises of the body is the athletics of the mind, the intellectual 
development of the human race, and the proper and wholesome 
education of the human heart. 

We are told that the genius of a nation is determined by what 
its people do. Agriculture, commerce, and manufacturing con
stitute the fabric of our civilization. Directing these for the best 
i~terest of all the people of the nation is the highest duty of the 
college and the university. We should avoid effeminacy, profligacy, 
and licentiousness on the one hand, and severity, cruelty, and 
ferocity on the other hand. In guiding the ship of state along the 
straight and narrow way, we must avoid extremes, for while seek
ing to escape Scylla we may be dashed to pieces on Charybdis. 

This University, of which all Texans are justly proud, and whose 
twenty-fifth anniversary we celebrate today, has its foundation im
bedded deep in the wisdom and patriotism of as noble a race of 
people as ever battled against tyranny and oppression. Our an
cestors founded this commonwealth on the eternal principles of 
equity and justice, and erected here an edifice and dedicated it to 
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Truth, which sitteth evermore at the right hand of God to guide 
men in all the ways of wisdom and righteousness. 

Under the wise direction of its new President, we shall confi
dently expect that the splendid policy which has mark-ed the pro
gress of this institution from its beginning will continue; that 
university training here will reach a higher and higher state of 
perfection as the wisdom and experience of advancing civilization 
will demand; and that the ardent desire and fond hopes of the 
fathers of Texas-the builders of this institution-will be ful
filled. 

THE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION OF TEACHERS FOR 
THE MILLION SCHOOL CHILDREN OF TEXAS 

BY W. H. BRUCE, PH. D., PUESIDENT OF THE NORTH TEXAS 

STATE NORMAL SCHOOL 

In the short time allotted on the program to the discussion of 
my topic it would be impossible to present it with the elaboration 
necessary to convert a skeptical or an indifferent audience. I 
deem it needless to present to those officially connected in any way 
with the University of Texas any argument in behalf of profes
sional education of those proposing to enter upon a career of any 
character whatsoever. 

I do not know with what reluctance or misgiving twelve years 
ago this institution established the "School of Pedagogy," but it 
stands now committed to the doctrine that education is a science, 
and that all methods of education and processes of instruction 
should be intelligently and scientifically administered. 

The influence of this school of pedagogy has been coextensive 
with the State; it has been an inspiration to thousands of young 
teachers; it has contributed its full quota to the general educational 
awakening everywhere apparent; it has so completely justified its 
establishment that it has expanded into the "Department of Edu
cation," and this department has won the affection, as well as the 
respect of all advocates of popular education. 

Any defence of this department by me on this occasion would 
now be resented by this institution as presumption on my part; 
it would be regarded as a needless admonition to a fond mother to 
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cherish her offspring; and an attack upon it from any source 
would be repelled by the University as rigorously as an attempt t.o 
discredit the Department of Law or that of Medicine. 

I believfr the doctrine of professional education for teachers 
needs no advocate before this assembly, composed, as it is. of stu
dents, alumni,. and others familiar with the purposes and ideals of 
the institution. Let it, then, be taken as g1 anted that teacnH1g 
is a science and that the teacher Bhould understand the basic prin
ciples of his profession, the technique of his art, and that he should 
be skilled in applying the principles to the development of mind 
and character. 

With these hypotheses let us proceed to an investigation of our 
duty in the premises. Because you, at the educational centers of 
the State, subscribe readily t.o an educational doctrine, you must 
not conclude that such doctrine is accorded general acceptation, or 
that all who admit the necessity of professionally educated mem
bership in the teacher's cult have a clear conception of the signifi
cance of professional education. 

However desirable it is that the teachers of the million school 
children of Texas be professionally equipped, such ideal state can 
not be expected until the guardian~ of these children demand such 
equipment, until the vocation of teacher more adequately compen
sates for the labor and expense of professional preparation, and 
until the State more amply provides for its attainment. 

Eighty per cent of the sehool children of Texas are in the rural 
schools. In an agricultural state at least eighty per cent should 
always be found in the rural districts. Congestion of population is 
not a sign of prosperity. But our rural districts, fettered by con
stitutional inhibitions . and discriminations, have been hampered 
in their even half-hearted efforts towards provision for competent 
instruction in their schools. Cheerless surroundings, uncomfort
able buildings, meager equipment, want of supervision, absence 
of system, and unexperienced teachers with no serious thought for 
their future career, or conception of their responsibilities or oppor
tunities, have too frequently characterized the rural school. 

Frequently those more considerate of the welfare of their fam
ilies, despairing of better conditions, have left their farms for the 
cities and towns, which have promised longer terms, more skilful 
instruction, more efficient supervision, and more permanance of edu-
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cational ideals. Thus it has happened that in many communities 
the most progressive and able :financially to support the neighbor
hood school have been lost to the district, and the school interests 
re::idered further unpromising to the patron and uninviting to the 
teacher. Short terms have grown shorter, buildings have become 
more dilapidated, and the children have been used only for the 
purpose of experimentation, while some untrained boy or girl 
each succeeding year . tried to solve the question as to whether he 
was a "born teacher." 

If the higher institutions of education in the State meet fully 
their obligations to posterity, they must take the rural school 
problems into their council chambers, and the whole citizenship 
must be impressed with the necessity of demanding the same 
amount of· professional preparation for those who mould the char
acter of their children that they require of those who guard their 
health or who defend the titles to their homes in the courts of the 
country. 

But should professional education for teachers be insisted upon 
by the citizenship, and should it be made a platform demand of 
every political party, does the vocation of teacher attract the most 
talented and aspiring of our young men and women? There must 
ever be in the heart of every true teacher a sense of self-sacrifice 
and consecration. Neither the love of applause nor the greed of 
gain calls forth the highest and best qualities of the head and 
heart, but however altruistic the motives of the teacher, more 
adequate remuneration for his services is now being conceded 
as his just due. Within the last few years the sentiment has 
steadily grown that more money is needed for the mainternmce of 
our schools. Independent districts voting a tax supplementary to 
the endowment fund have multiplied throughout the State. The 
Conference on Education, the State institutions, denominational 
and private schools and colleges-all friends of popular educa
tion-have united in overcoming educational apathy; and the 
mass of the people, especially those in the rural districts whom 
the constitutional limitations affected most seriously, have recently, 
by amending the Constitution, recorded a vote for more power in 
school affairs, for more money, for better teachers, longer terms, 
better salaries, and improved educational conditions. 

Since conservatism is characteristic of the great agricultural 
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class, since all classes are cautious about changing the organic 
law, since our almost Chinese reliance upon the wisdom of our 
forefathers begets reluctance in departing from traditions, and 
especially since this vote was taken so soon after considerable agi
tation provoking the fear of unprecedented burden of taxation, the 
majority recorded in favor of the educational amendment is sig
nificant. Had the power now granted the people been thrust un
willingly upon them, such powe~ would presage no change of con
ditions, but the fact that the people by their ballots demanded the 
privilege of further taxing themselves for purposes of education, 
means that the people will most assuredly avail themselves of the 
opportunitjr achieved, and we may confidently expect that the 
most troublesome obstacle to genuine educational progress in the 
State has been removed, and that it may yet become worth while 
for the young to prepare for teaching in Texas. 

It ·is pleasing to look down the vista of the future and see our 
beautiful prairies rendered habitable. The community telephone 
has to a great extent relieved the feeling of isolation and help
lessness; the rural free delivery brings the people into daily con
tact with the throbbing life of the city; the era of the trolley car 
with its rapid and economical transportation has just begun; and 
we confidently hope that soon a perfected system of county schools, 
with sane, sound, and systematic supervision, will render rural 
residence attractive, and that the rural school teacher will be one 
of less nomadic habits and of increased income and respectability. 

But should these first two problems be solved, will there be a 
supply of trained teachers for the schools? . The State should be 
liberal in providing means of meeting the demand. The Depart
ment of Education of this University should be generously 
equipped. Encouragement should be given its graduates to enlist 
in the ranks of the teacher. But it is scarcely within the range 
of probability that a large per cent of our common schools will 
ever have for teachers those who have supplemented high school 
graduation with four years of University work. The State normal 
schools have been created for the purpose of taking from our com
mon schools and high schools those who, by force of circumstances, 
have been debarred from university education, and inspiring them 
to go out into the world, educating and elevating. The education 
of teachers for the common schools is the peculiar domain of the 
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State normal schools. All friends of popular education ought to 
favor a generous legislative policy for these institutions. Build
ings, equipments, laboratories, and all necessary appliances ought 
to be provided with an ungrudgjng hand. To quote from the in
augural address of your new President delivered this morning on 
this platform: "More important than buildings, more important 
than laboratories, more important than courses of study, is the 
living force constituting the faculty of a school." 

If it is important that the teacher of the child should have a 
clear conception of life and its obligations, of education and its 
ideals, how much more important it is that the teacher of this 
teacher should be a living and perennial fountain of professional 
inspiration. The positions as teachers in these normal schools 
should be filled by the most competent, most effective, most earnest, 
most consecrated men and women that can be found. Any policy 
except that of employing and retaining in the faculties of the 
normal schools other than the most capable and inspiring is suicidal 
to our system of education. B:ere we need more than exhibitions 
of pedagogical devices, educational recipes and panaceas, more than 
ability in technical development of sub;J·ect matter; and it ought to 
be the settled policy of the governing board to scan constantly the 
educational field, and wherever the ideal teacher is :found this board 
ought to have the means with which to attract, entice, allure him 
to devote his talent to the State in preparing teachers :for the 
million school children of Texas. 

WHAT TEXAS- IS DOING AND WHAT TEXAS SHOULD 
DO TO EDUCATE HER CHILDREN 

BY THE HONORABLE R. B. COUSINS, STATE SUPERINTENDEXT 

OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

The short time allowed for the discussion of the topic assigned 
to me is not sufficient for more than a very brief presentation of 
a few phases of the work of the common schools, omitting all treat
ment of causes that have produced their present development. 
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THE CHILDREN .AND .ATTEND.ANOE 

In 1906-07 there were 869,864 children on the census rolls in 
Texas. Of this number, 730,893 were enrolled in the schools. 
There were, therefore, 138,971 children in Texas who did not enter 
the schools. The average daily attendance was 471,646, and, 
therefore, the average daily absence was 398,218 of the State's 
educable children; and, of those who pretended to attend school, 
the average daily absence was 259,347. There was an average 
daily attendance of 54 per cent of those who should have been in 
the schools, and an average daily absence of 46 per cent. The 
schools were open just two-thirds of the time; they might have 
been open nine months. Hence our work in the schools is repre
sented by 50 per cent of 66! per cent, which practically is 33! 
per cent of the work that ought to have been done. So long as 
these figures represent approximately the truth, the schools will 
be both expensive and unsatisfactory. They will be too expensive 
until they run three months longer each year, and cost twice as 
much money as they cost now. 

A recent study of the school reports from different sections of 
the State shows that each has its problems and each shares our 
common dereliction in this great work. 

The public schools have inherited richly from the patriots of a 
past generation, in what is known as the endowment, now aggre
gating, State and county, the sum of sixty-one millions of dollars. 
This endowment is now in the form of lands which are leased, 
in bonds named by the Legislature as eligible for the investment 
of the State's permanent fund, and a small cash balance in the 
&tate's trea3ury awaiting investment. Froin this source the public 
schools drew an available income last year of one and two-thirds 
millions of dollars, or nearly two dollars per capita for every 
public-school child in Texas. 'l"his is the greatest endowment by 
inheritance of any common school system in the world, and the 
per capita income from it is second to the largest in the nation; 
but, like many another inheritance, it may not prove to be an 
unmixed blessing. If it shall satisfy instead of increasing the 
demand for better school facilities, it will become a hindrance in
stead of a help, a curse instead of the blessing that the fathers in
tended it should be. It is not intended here that the little learning 
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that could be furnished by means of this munificence alone is 
worse than no learning at all; for it is a fact full of light and life 
that the learning that teaches a man to read in even blundering 
accents, that enables him but to guess, with fair accuracy, at the 
author's meaning, is valuable beyond computation; for it enables 
him to climb these glimmering rays of light from his deep, dark 
cavern of native ignorance to the light that floods the world as it 
comes from the illumination of past generations and distant coun
tries. This simple thing of learning to read and write makes a 
man a beneficiary of the richest riches the world has accumulated 
and a possible contributor to the same. The elementary schools, 
with their power to give power only to read and write, open and 
develop, here and there, a child whose externals indicate a hid
eous deformity, a veritable Silenas-to find in him a god. But, 
as the good is often the worst enemy of the best, so this endow
ment has had a tendency at times and in places to satisfy the 
people with schools that are not the best that they could build. 
Indeed, it has been worked overtime by the Texas immigration 
agent and land boomer and the occasional orator who speaks on 
education. Prospective immigrants to Texas have been taught 
before leaving their homes in the distant State, that in Texas the 
schools are fr~sustained without taxation. Under this impreo
sion people have been slow to throw off the delusion and see the 
facts as they are. To take this error from the public mind and 
plant the wholesome truth instead is the vigorous labor to which 
the leaders of education in Texas have been addressing themselYes 
in the last few years. And there is enough of the task yet unac
complished to invite and, I trust, incite the patriotic and benevo
lent energies of the young people assembled upon this happy occa
sion. Young ladies and young gentlemen, you have inherited 
fortunately of your family characteristics and fortunes. This is 
for you a good start in life, but it is only a start. If you accom
plish that which is worth while and are remembered in benedic
tions by your countrymen, it will not be on account of thc:se in
heritances, but because of your personal achievements. The law is 
universal. If people of this generation shall have schools that · 
guarantee the future of the State, they must build them of the 
gold they have digged. :M:assach~setts, with a small endowment, 
and Pennsylvania, without a dollar of endowment, are among the 
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leading States of the world in their philanthropic and patriotic 
endeavors to educate the masses of the people . Of their own yearly 
earnings they invest liberally in the future builders of the pros
perity of the State. Where we spend eight millions or dollars, 
they spend more than thirty millions each on the common schools. 
If education results in industrial efficiency, and if through the 
crucible of the school money is transmuted into me(]'I,, how shall 
our citizenship compare and compete in the future with those of 
other great commonwealths in the markets of the world, or in 
the forum of the nations? 

In addition to the $1,640,969.33 obtained from the income on 
the endowment, Texas contributed to the common schools in State 
taxes, $2, 761,651.23; from poll taxes, $520,380.00; from occupa
tion taxes, $481,899.00; from county funds, $429,365.00; from 
local taxes, $2,080,158.94, and from tuition of non-scholastics, 
$105,805.74, making a grand total of $8,020,229.48. This amount 
paid the running expenses of the common schools. It is a good 
round sum, a significant amount-an increase of nearly two mil
lions of dollars in one year. Lest we should think more highly of 
ourselves than we ought when we read these large figures, let me 
suggest here . that New York City has about the same number of 
educable children and of teachers employed as Texas has. While 
Texas was spe:µding last year this eight millions, that city spent 
thirty-three millions upon her schools. But Texas is young yet! 
The last statistics show that the average term in the independent 
districts was 155 days; in the common school districts, 102 days; 
all the schools average 119 days, the greatest in the history of 
the Sfate. The per capita expendibre for the same time was, 
in the independent districts, basing the «alculation on total en
rollment, $19.42. Basing it on the average attendance, it was 
$28.56. In the common schools, based on enrollment, it was 
$8.83; on the average daily attendance it was $14.68. These 
figures indicate an increase in pE;r capita of $7 for the city schools 
and $1.26 in the country schools since the last report. The average 
in the nation on daily attendance is $24 per capita. 

THE TEACHERS AND CERTIFICATES 

To do t!iis work the State has an army of 17 ,588 teachers. Of 
these 6436 hold county certificates, 10,360 State certificates, and 
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780, city certificates. Another analysis shows that 654 are third 
grade, 9581 second grade, 4782 first grade, and 2573 permanent 
certificates. Stating it differently, one-thirtieth of the teachers have 
county certificates and practically two-thirds have State certifi
cates, omitting the city certificates. Practically one-thirtieth have 
third-grade certificates, more than half have second grade, two
sixths hold first grade, and one-sixth hold the highest grade, or 
permanent, certificates. 

THE PREPARATION OF TEACHERS 

Recognizing the truth of the old statement that "as the teachers, 
so are the schools," the State has planned to train the teachers 
of her own schools. It is necessary to do this or to use teachers 
that are not trained or to depend upon outside sources for this 
most important factor of the schools. The State has, therefore, 
established a department of education in the university and three 
normal schools for the training of white teachers, allowing the 
girls' industrial school to share the work; and a school for the 
training of colored teachers at Prairie View. During the last year, 
1907-08, the Department of Education at the University, ex
cluding the Summer School, enrolled 301 students, issued 140 tem
porary first-grade certicates and 40 diplomas having the force of 
permanent certificates. The normal schools for white teachers en
rolled 1572 students, issued 334 second-grade certificates, 407 firi;t
grade certificates, and 258 diplomas. The Prairie View school 
enrolled 447 students, issued 68 second-grade certificates, 57 first
grade certificates, and 75 diplomas. The State had in preparati.m 
in all the professional schools 2320 young teachers, issued 1007 
certificates and 373 professional diplomas. 

THE PAY OF THE TEACHERS 

It may be of interest to say here that the State pays her white 
male teachers each year in cities $628.08; in the country, $316.0;~; 

an average of $380.55. The white women receive annually in th~ 
independent districts, $445.14; in the country, $241.18; an average 
<Jf $321.31. Texas pays her colored male teachers in independent 

·districts $414.13; in the country, $253.89; average, $290.09. Col-
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ored female teachers in the cities receive $294.62; the negro women 
teachers in the country receive $202.01; an average of $226.89. 
Teachers in cities are paid $463.32; in the rural schools they are 
paid $260.23. The average salai-y of the Texas teacher is $320.05. 

THE SUMMARY 

The State has undertaken to educate efficiently about 900,-
000 children. She has succeeded in running the schools 119 
days in a year, enrolling 730,000 children, inducing 450,000 to 
attend school regularly for that time. She is spending more than 
eight millions of dollars a year on the running expenses and more 
than one million a year in building and equipping houses. She 
has an average of 17 ,500 teachers at work; 2320 of them are in 
training each year, 373 of them are fully equipped according to 
her standards. 

The increase in the State apportionment for the current year 
to $6.75, the highest in the history of the State, and the adoption 
of the constitutional amendment, unfettering the country schools .• 
are achievements worthy of a great cause and a great people. The 
future is spanned by the bow of promise; darkness is behind us; 
daylight is ahead. 

WHAT SHJ<~ SHOULD DO 

The people should lengthen the school term through local self
help to nine months for every child that can attend for that length 
of time. Texas should change the percentage of attendance form 
fifty-four to larger figures hy requiring and compelling every man 
who is able, but unwilling, to send his child to school a reasonable 
length of time each year. She should economize her money and 
energy by grading the schools in the county, ordaining primary 
schools for primary children, intermediate schools for intermediate 
children, and high schools for high-school children! She should 
consolidate small schools into large ones and transport the children 
to them where necessary at public expense. 

It ought not to be longer necessary in Texas to employ unpre
pared and half-prepared teachers to teach the children. It is 
estimated, and with reason, I ihink, that at least four thousand 
new teachers take the place each year of those who annually drop 
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out of the work. Her faciiities for training teachers should be 
increased until the annual numbtr of graduates shall be a multiple 
of 373, and until the 2320 students now in the schools should not 
be less than 4000. Further than this, the preparation of these 
should not be partial-they should be taught manual training, 
domestic science, and agriculture better than any high school in 
Texas can teach them. 

Students should be shown as well as told how to do all the things 
demanded in the teaching of the children the best .way. These 
desirable improvements will doubtless come in the evolution and 
growth of the system, if the leaders are wise and faithful. The 
most obvious flaw in the system, one that needs practical atten
tion at this time, is the need of high schools. The only possible 
supply of these schools in Texas at present is found, if at all, in 
the 617 independent districts in the State, for they alone have had 
taxing power sufficient to maintain high schools of any kind; 
81.nce 504 of these have been affected by the recent decisions of 
the Supreme Court in the Mertens case, which seems to destroy all 
county line districts, thirty-five in number, and in the Baird case, 
which seems to restroy or reduce the taxing power of the others, 
making a reduction or destruction of the integrity of 504 of these 
districts, we have left only 109 public school units that could hope 
to be strong enough to build high schools. As a matter of fact, 
before they were disturbed by the Supreme Court decision, only 
108 public high schools were reported as affiliated with the uni
versity. Of the 914,627 children on the census rolls of 1908-09~ 
316,175 of them are in the independent districts; and since only 
one-sixth of the independent districts support recognized high 
schools, not over 100,000 of the 900,000 children are in reach of 
high schools. A reasonable estimate, giving all factors due weight, 
would be that about 100,000 children in Texas today are in the 
reach of public high schools-about 10 per cent; the other 800,000-
are without hope of high-school advantages. With purpose and 
wisdom, the State has established the University and State col
leges and a great group of 7600 primary schools, but she has left 
this gap in the midst, which divides the system asunder. It is 
confidently believed that when the attention of the people is called 
with clearness and persistence to this great defect in the system, it 
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will be closed, and the system will be greatly strengthened and im
proved. 

It is evident that some larger, stronger unit must undertake !o 
do this great work, than local districts, for they have not enough 
suitable material in sufficient quantity, nor have they sufficient 
financial strength to do this work alone. It would be possible for 
the State to create large rural districts like townships, or justice 
precincts, and direct and assist them to do this work; but it would 
seem that lill;ea of least resistance would be found in units already 
established for other purposes. The counties, therefore, would seem 
to be the logical basis upon which to attempt this work. These 
high-school courses should preserve what time has seasoned and 
found to be good, and also what a practical present demands. 

What should Texas do for her primary schools? In the veins 
of her children flows the best blood of the race. Her schools should 
be fit places for the training of the best men and women for the 
best service. The best is not too good for Texas. High schools 
must be built in the chasm between the common schools and the 
colleges and university. The good of the public schools demands 
that the colleges be equipped in materials and men and that they 
give us good teachers for all the schools, and that the University, 
the jeweled crown of the system, be worthy of an imperial state. 
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THE EDUCATION OF A LAWYER 
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IN HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

Lawyers must admit that their profession is not generally popu
lar. Jokes are · made at the. expense of all professions, but there 
can be· little doubt that no great profession finds so little real 
favor as that of the law in the eyes of the plain people who form 
the great body of the nation. Yet the duty of preserving order and 
promoting justice among. men, the task laid chiefly upon lawyers, 
can scarcely be reckoned second to any other work undertaken in 
the professions or occupations of mankind. To be sure, it may be 
said that lawyers are far from performing completely the task 
which is set them, but that is merely saying they are human. 
Clergymen do not make men perfectly virtuous, nor physicians 
keep them well or invariably cure them when they are ill. Yet 
neither clergymen nor physicians suffer undue opprobrium on that 
account. Why, then, should fault be found with lawyers? I be
lieve that the complaints are chiefly three: first, and most im
portant, that lawyers do not really try to promote justice-that 
they profess for hire one aet of opinions today and another set 
tomorrow, that their brains are purchasable by rich men and cor
porations to point out ways of evading the law; second, that the 
law itself is not at all coincident with justice; and third, that the 
practice of the law, while it sharpens the intellect, also narrows it. 
Wordsworth's verse still finds some sympathetic readers: 

"A lawyer art thou? Draw not nigh! 
Go carry to some fitter place 

The keenness of that practiced eye, 
The hardness of that sallow face." 

When a lawyer speaks upon his profession and of his professional 
brethren, the tone of the address is apt to be distinctly laudatory. 
I am far from wishing to say the praise is wholly undeserved, 
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but it is a more profitable thing to turn to our critics, even to 
our detractors, than to those who lavish praise upon us. From 
the former, though their blame may be partly or largely unde
served, we may yet learn our weaknesses and be led to make some 
effort to correct them. And if we approach in this spirit the 
grounds of popular criticism of. which I have spoken, few candid 
lawyers can deny that some cause for these criticisms exists. At 
least, that is my belief, and I believe loyalty to the profession may 
better be shown by blaming what is blameworthy than by indis
criminate praise. And in a gingle sentence my answer to the 
question, what is the best training for a lawyer, is, that training 
which will enable him to serve the State and mankind better than 
his predecessors; which will enable him more clearly to see what 
is just and, therefore, what must be legal; which will lead him 
still farther away than this generation of lawyers has got from 
Lord Brougham's famous saying that a lawyer's first and only 
duty is to his client; which will sharpen his mind-as it must be 
sharp to be of value-and yet not narrow it. The world wants 
such men, and if they can be found they may be assured that they 
will find sufficient occupation at living wages. 

It may seem that I am trenching upon the domain of ethics, 
and merely saying that young lawyers should be trained to virtue. 
It is true that they should be so trained. Character is the most 
valuable asset which a lawyer can possess, but it is not the only 
asset he should have, and today I can not touch on questions of 
direct ethical training, but for the character of most men, the in
direct training received in the course of their daily work and from 
it, is quite as influential as direct training; and that education is 
best, if such an education is possible, which will give the best tech
nical equipment and will also naturally tend to develop a love of 
justice and the strength and courage to make it effectual. 

Perhaps it may seem to be ·~xpecting too much to look for more 
than purely intellectual results from intellectual education, but 
universal education has been recognized as the great safeguard of 
the country against the dangers of enormous immigration and uni
versal suffrage; and it is a reasonable faith that education will not 
only fit men to protect their · own interests and insure their own 
livelihood more efficiently, but will also make them better citizens, 
for the rule of righteousness is, after all, the rule of reason; and 
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a first step towards the achievement. of righteousness is a percep
tion of its reai:;onableness. Though one who knows, for instance, 
the unfortunate consequences upon the individual and upon society 
which follow the excessive consumption of whisky may neverthe
less become a drunkard, he is less likely to do so than if he were 
ignorant. So that as the state aims to make better citizens by bet
ter education, we also may aim to make better lawyers by better 
education. And if the primary and grammar schools are in some 
measure training schools in good citizenship, can we ask less or 
believe less of our colleges whose function is to seek and teach 
the truth ?-our colleges, of whom it has been said that, "Truth in 
science, truth in morals, truth in politics, when exiled from the 
market place, the legislative hall, the pulpit, or the rostrum, shall 
find a refuge and a sanctuary here; where a priesthood of the great 
and good have for generations delivered her oracles; here at least 
truth, liberty, and justice shall be held in honor, and assert the 
everlasting supremacy of the moral over the material world." It 
is unfortunately true that not all intelligent and educated men 
are virtuous, but it is certainly true that unintelligent and unedu
cated men, even if virtuous, can do little good, and may do much 
harm in a profession which has to deal with the adjustments of 
the whole complicated skein of human affairs. So, though the 
grafters, the corrupt politicians, the fraudulent business man and 
the unscrupulous professional man are too often educated men, 
faith is justified that this is not because of his education, but in 
spite of it. And actual experience confirms a priori reasoning. 

Hon. Lawrence Maxwell, of the Cincinnati bar, himself experi
enced as an examiner for admission to the bar, said in a recent 
address: "One of the most important advantages that have been 
found to follow the raising of educational qualifications for ad
mission to the bar is the effeet it has on the moral tone of the 
profession. As an illustration, I refer to the public statement 
made to the American Bar Association by Judge Danaher, of the 
New York State Board of Law Examiners-and it is only one 
of many-that, according to his observations, the standard of pre
liminary education which that State adopted has been productive 
of wonderful results in lifting the tone of the profession, and that 
from his experience he would rather abolish examinations in law 
than dispense with a high standard of general education." 
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In the pressure of competition in modern life, too often educa
tion has been assumed to be of value only in so far as it imme
diately and directly aids the capacity to earn a livelihood, and 
even in the application of this test the value in the long run of a 
broadly trained mind is often disregarded. 

Special training is necessary, but it should be laid upon broad 
foundations. This may perhaps be !.'aid in regard to the training 
for all professions; it is certainly true of the training for the legal 
profession. The training of a lawyer should then begin with a 
liberal preliminary education-that is, an education which will 
train his powers of mind, which will enable him to understand, 
somewhat, man and the world he lives in, something of language, 
mathematics, history, and other subjects. All are good. This 
means that one who wishes the best training as a lawyer will strive 
to be also a college graduate and will make sacrifices to that end. 

Many lawyers have succeeded in spite of deficient preliminary 
education, by virtue of other qualifications. Natural intelligence, 
health, perseverance, and character always have conquered and 
always will conquer the world in spite of any deficiency. But 
men endowed with these qualities are generally the first to acknowl
edge their lack if their success has been won without the aid of 
a good education. Compared with others, they have done well; 
compared with themselves, they might have achieved more had 
they had a fuller preparation for the race. They have been handi
capped. The chief end of a college education is broadening and 
maturing the intellectual powers and gaining some slight general 
view of the field of human knowledge, rather than direct prepara
tion for a profession. Certainly this is true if the profession be the 
law. 

Two subjects only in the college curriculum may be mentioned 
which are of direct importance in legal work, and which, it may 
be added, have also a high value in broadening and cultivating 
the mind: English writing and speaking and political economy. 
The lawyer who can not write and speak is helpless. He perforce 
acquires some ability in writing and speaking in the course of his 
work, but the foundation should be laid in youth. Anybody can 
gain some facility with effort and practice, and no one can reach the 
goal without time and labor. Some of the most vexing legal 
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questions that are pressing upon the coming generation for solution 
are essentially economic questions. Especially is this true of the 
problems arising from the disputes of labor and capital. How 
far may trades unions go in seeking to bring about the closed shop; 
how far may capital combine and control, partly or wholly, a 
particular trade; how shall the great public service companies be 
regulated; how far may states and municipalities engage in the 
occupations thus far exercised by private corporations; how far 
may the principle of graded taxation be carried, imposing a bur
den on an individual or an estate at a rate increasing with the 
wealth of the individual or size of the estate,-these are all pri
marily economic questions, and the correct answer to the legal 
problems presented depends in a great measure upon the correct 
solution of the economic problems. No lawyer can discuss intelli
gently the legal side of these questions who is wholly ignorant of 
their economic side. That the legal side of these and similar ques
tions will press upon the coming generation, I think few will 
doubt. 

A liberal preliminary education can not take the place of a 
thorough technical training; and in the determination of the 
proper technical training, what is to be aimed at may well be 
considered before the means by which the aim is to be attained. 
Law is both a science and an art. It is a science in so far as it 
seeks to discover the correct rules which should govern the affairs 
of men. As one of the greatest of our recent lawyers, James C. 
Carter, said in the course of his argument before the International 
Tribunal, sitting to decide the rights of England and this country 
in the Alaska seal fisheries : 

"The law, whether it be international law or municipal law, 
is but a part of the general domain of ethics. It may not include 
the whole of that domain, hut the centers of each system coincide, 
although the circumference of one may extend beyond the bound
aries of the other." 

The science, though not an exact science like mathematics, is 
yet based on reason. It is not to be learned altogether by memor
izing decisions and statutes. These carry no mandate to the logical 
or to the ethical faculty; and, though we must at times submit to 
be governed by iJlogical and unjust rules, they must give wav 
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when their true character is perceived. Doubtless the lawyer must 
be informed as to existing law whether it be in conformity with 
ideal justice or inconsistent with itself in its several parts. ln 
so far as it is inharmonious or unjust, its scientific character is 
diminished. The practice of law is, however, an art. The basis 
of knowledge is presupposed, and skill in the practical applications 
and uses of this knowledge constitute the test of the lawyer's art. 
Both the learning and the practical skill are desirable. 

How can they best be gained ? By training in a law office was the 
answer generally given until comparatively recent years. But now 
it has been almost universally perceived that a law office is a very 
poor place in which to get a legal education. Systematic study · 
of lao/ as a science is well nigh impossible in the hurry of practical 
business, and, though special rules may be learned, a well-rounded 
understanding of the law is not easily so obtained. The law 
school has superseded the law office as a training school; but it is 
not always perceived that the law school is as inferior to the law 
office for learning practical professional skill in applying the law 
as it is superior for the study of pure or theoretical law The only 
way to learn to try cases is to try them, and the only way to learn 
to draw legal papers is actually to draw them. Though students 
in a law school may be put to work drafting papers and even try
ing moot cases, and though such exerciseR doubtless have their 
value, a student will learn more from one real case than from 
twenty artificial ones of practical methods of handling litigation; 
and, similarly, real deeds and wills and pleadings are more in
structive than artificial ones, though artificial papers can better 
imitate the real than artificial trials. Accordingly, the time of the 
law school should chiefly be given to the study of legal theory. 
Such study would obviously precede the effort to gain skill in 
practical application of the law. Therefore, the law school pre
cedes the office; but the law school, though it may make a learned 
lawyer,-and not a few students of the graduating classes of our 
law schools are very learned ]awyers,-can not be expected to make 
a skillful one; that is the gradual result of practical work in subse
quent years. The period of study in our law schools-a period as 
long as the brief years of youth permit-is none too long for the 
critical study, and should be used for the purpose. 
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There are many law schools in this country which form part 
of a university, and there are many which do not. The affiliation 
of a school as a constituent part of a university gives the best 
assurance that law will be i>tudied as other great branches of 
human knowledge are studied, as deeply, by like methods, and with 
the devotion of a learned and ttudious faculty aided by adequate 
libraries and endowments,-in short, that the teaching will be lib
eral and that the knowledge imparted will not be given with the 
narrow purpose only of enabling students to wring a livelihood from 
an unwilling world. but in the large spirit of confidence that the 
highest and fullest truth shall be sought, and that as the world 
needs this, it will not suffer those to want who supply the need. 
For the law school to fulfill this function adequately, a measure 
of idealism is necessary, and I believe this also desirable for the 
best technical equipment of the student if his own selfish interest 
alone is considered. 

I have spoken on this topic recently before the Association of 
American Law schools, but, at the risk of plagiarism from myself, 
I must make the same plea here, for it is an essential part of my 
argument for the desirability of an education which is not aimed 
solely at what the individual needs to get on in the world, but 
rather at what the world needs. 

By idealism in teaching law I mean aiming to teach the law 
as it ought to be, rather than simply as it is. This means that the 
teacher must keep his own mind and that of his students con
stantly addressed to the general rule, free from arbitrary excep
tions, and must use particular cases to bring the rule out, rather 
than emphasize the importance of inconsistencies and peculiarities. 
For the ideal of the law is towards a few general principles, while 
in practice with the increasing complexity of human affairs the 
number of minor rules and applications is always increasing. I 
must guard against possible misconceptions, however, by saying 
that teaching should not deal with abstract general rules apart 
from their concrete applications. Good teaching of law, I believe, 
always occupies itself with the concrete, but each state of facts 
considered must be used to develop a theory or tested by a theory; 
otherwise memory, not reason, will be the faculty to which appeal 
is made. 
. All will agree, I think, that the law school must aim to give 
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a training which will give both power of reasoning in dealing 
with a new question and also as considerable a stock of positive 
knowledge as possible. Most lawyers will agree that the first is 
more important than the second; and it has always been re_cognized 
that the mastery of the general principles of law and the logical 
faculty to follow these principles to their legitimate consequences 
is what gives power to a lawyer, rather than a great store of knowl
edge of the law on particular points, valuable as such knowledge is. 
My first ground, then, for urging the study of the law as it ought 
to be is that power is thus best attained. The mind is occupied 
with broad principles and their application. It may be said that 
it is worse than telling a twice-told tale to urge that stress should 
be laid on the principles and rules of law, rather than upon their 
particular applications, but my preachment goes somewhat beyond 
this. What principles shall be taught? Formulre that are repeated 
constantly by courts and text-writers, and which ·are either so 
vague or subject to so many exceptions as to give no answer, or a 
possibly incorrect answer, when applied to an actual problem. 
Most will concede that such principles are not what students should 
be fed on, but rather the principles, whether clearly formulated 
or not by courts and text-writers, which underlie the decisions. 
But what if the decisions on a given subject are · in strict con
formity with no principle, perhaps because the sub;)-ect has not so 
fully been worked out by the courts that a general principle can 
be evolved from the decisions, perhaps because two or more prin
ciples really inconsistent, but not acknowledged to be so, are ap
plied? 

Again, suppose decisions do conform to some rule, but the rule 
seems to violate sound views of political economy, or not to con
form to the usages or requirements of business. Suppose, further, 
that a principle may be traced or found clearly stated in one line 
of cases, but another line of cases presenting different facts, but 
logically involving the same principle, reaches a different result. 
Lastly, suppose on the same state of facts authorities in different 
jurisdictions are wholly in conflict. In such cases, and these cases 
recur almost ·daily in a law teacher's work, what is he to do? 
My contention is that he should teach the principles that ought to 
underlie his subject and test actual decisions thereby. Emphasis 
on legal principle I do, therefore, assume as a matter of course, 
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and, going beyond that, my plea is for the unrecognized principle 
and the half-recognized principle which, though but partially per

. ceived or admitted, or even flatly denied by the courts, must never
theless prevail before an ultimately satisfactory conclusion can be 
reached. 

Besides the added power which is, I believe, to be gained by 
students trained to search for fundamentally sound principles, 
another reason is that we mnst prepare our students to practice the 
law as it is going to be in the future, not simply as it is now. A 
young man may look forward to forty years of practice, and he 
will have but one law school training, which must give him an 
education for the whole period. The law school must give him 
not only what will help him at the beginning of his professional 
career, but what will serve him thirty or forty years later. If at
tention is i:oo closely fixed on the peculiarities and exceptions and 
qualifications with which law books are filled, or, rather, if in 
dealing with all these the theoretically correct is not constantly 
kept in view and used as a test to be constantly applied, not only 
will the student lack a guiding thread co-ordinating his knowledge, 
but the knowledge which he does acquire will be of a kind likely to 
lose its value at least in part. He will be in the position of the 
young lawyer who knew the statutes, but was weak on the common 
law. · 

The legislature might repeal all he knew in a day, and certainly 
would repeal a good part of it in the course of no great number 
of years. If emphasis is laid from the outset on the flux in the 
law, and its tendency to perfect itself, and a primary aim be to 
elucidate what in each case is the absolutely sound, as distin
guished from the established doctrine, the young lawyer . will be 
better prepared to take a leading part in the changes and devel
opments of the next forty years, than if inculcating the law as 
it was when he was educated had been the sole or the primary aim 
of his instructors. 

Each state has a jurisprudence of its own. In the larger and 
older states it is already possible to construct a systematic state
ment of law without going beyond the boundaries of the state. 
This fact, which has been suggested as a reason for laying stress 
upon local law, seems to me a reason for the opposite course. As 
we can not avoid having fifty jurisdictions, more or less, we must 



350 The University Record 

do everything possible to avoid unnecessary diversities in those 
jurisdictions. Our business more and more disregards state lines. 
It will be a great evil if the tendency of the law in the several 
states is towards incre!l:sing diversity. Yet this must be the ten
dency if the law student in each state has his mind directed solely 
or primarily towards local law; for as the states become older the 
practicing lawyer will less and less be driven to examine the re
ports of other states and correct their local peculiarities to his 
own ideas and those of- the courts before which he argues. The 
evil can not be wholly overcome; but if the law schools, instead . 
of attempting merely to present a photograph of the local situa
tion, emphasize the general rather than the particular, the right 
rather than the merely peculiar, something will be gained. The 
influence of the law teacher in shaping the law is far less obvious 
than that of a judge, but it is none the less real; and, because the 
teacher has a freer hand than the judges of today generally can 
have, he has correspondingly more power. If a law school which 
feeds a local bar sends out its students imbued with a belief in 
.a uniform legal principle, many of them will retain that belief. 
It will become the accepted doctrine of the bar and, in time, of the 
bench. When the graduates of a law school are widely scattered, 
the influence which the school may exert upon the law can not 
easily be overestimated. 

It should be added that I suppose the student is to some extent 
at least studying the actual decisions of the court. n is doubtless 
possible to get too far from the earth in theoretical jurisprudence, 
and if the cases were not read and were not the subject of discussion 
this possibility might well become a probability. I should, however, 
select cases for study with a view to develop and illustrate so far 
as possible a sound general thcory rather th1tn to give an exact 
photograph of existing law of a single jurisdiction. On funda
mental questions the decisions of the jurisdiction where the stu
dent intends to practice must be learned, but this may well be 
done while the main line of study has a wider scope. 

Doubtless these are questions of degree and of proportion. 
Nearly every one will agree that some attention should be given 
to the law as it ought to be. Few will deny that the law as it is 
must receive some attention, even when it is not what it ought to 
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be; but I believe that there is little danger of erring on the side 
of over-emphasis of the theoretically right rule. The actual law 
presses upon us constantly. We can not escape consciousness of 
its importance. Whether we are ourselves engaged in practical 
affairs or not; our pupils must be prepared for bar examinations, 
and the results of our work must in any case be judged by those 
who are actively engaged at the bar or on the bench. The decisions 
to which we tum as the source of our knowledge must generally, 
at least, profess to follow an existing rule, not to improve upon it. 
The writer of text-books claims it as his highest merit that his 
work reflects exactly the decisions of the courts, though these 
are often conflicting. The importance of the considerations I 
have urged is not so thrust upon us, but is no less real. Moreover, 
no teacher and no teaching ~an be really successful which does 
not arouse the interest and enthusiasm of students. But the en
thusiasm of young men can be secured at no less a price than some
thing worthy of enthusiasm. Unless there is both an intellectual 
and a moral appeal in teaching, the best powers of the student 
will not be roused. 

Unless the intellectual ideal of consistency and coherency of 
legal principles and the moral ideal of justice animate the teacher, 
his own reasons for devotion to his profession are less powerful 
than they should· be, and his chance of inspiring his pupils cor
respondingly diminished. The great law teacher must be much 
besides an idealist, but that I believe be must always be. 

If the aim of the law school be what I have suggested, an inquiry 
into the methods of teaching and study is then pertinent; and here 
of all places dogmatism is least becoming. A man thoroughly versed 
in his subject, intere'!ted in his work, and having the teacher's 
faculty will always find a successful method. Every age has had 
its great teachers, and the characteristics to which I have just 
alluded are, I believe, the only thing all have held in common. But 
because others may have rules for their own guidance and find 
them sufficient for the fullest success, I will not hide the prin
ciples which I seek as best I can to follow and which have seemed 
to me helpful in such experience as I have had as a teache!' 
of law. These principles are very few and simple. First, teaching 
should c:mcern itself with the concrete. A general formula is use
ful as a summary of many concrete cases, but no one can get a 
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clear ide'.l of the meaning of the general rule without consideration 
of the particular cases which mark its boundaries. Such success 
as the sy~tem of study and teaching known as the case system has 
had, has been due in large measure, I believe, to the concentration 
of the student's mind upon the concrete, though it has also the 
advantage of developing by the historical method and from the 
only accurate sources existing rules of law. Secondly, the student 
should, so far as possible, work out his own results, not have them 
given to him without work on his part. This means that lecturing 
is generally not the best way of teaching-no new discovery. 
Socrates is still regarded as the great master of the art of leading 
the pupil by his own reasoning to the necessary ultimate conclu
sion. Certainly it is more helpful to get the student to work out 
partially and express crudely his own conclusion than to give the 
perfect answer, perfectly expressed to him in the first place-even 
if it is part of the exercise that this perfect answer be repeated and 
explained or illustrated understandingly by the pupil. If students 
are thus trained and if the standard of admission to the bar is so 
upheld that none but the well trained are admitted, is it too much 
to hope that the coming generation of lawyers, judges, and legis
lators will be not only more uniformly competent intellectually 
than their predecessors, but also more uniformly alive to the duties 
which the profession owes to the public? 

THE GRADUATE OF THE LAW DEPARTMENT AS A 
CITIZEN 

BY THE HONORABLE YANCEY LEWIS, LL. B., OF DALLAS, 

FORMERLY DEAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

To former and present students of the University the occasion 
which brings us together is a happy, a joyous, a memorable one. 
It renews old and tender associations. It recalls the hopes, the 
worthy motives, the high ambitions of golden youth-of blessed 
and beautiful youth, that ever stands a tiptoe on the earth and 
looks towards the heavens. It enables us with pride and love 
commingled to note the progress of the institution whose concep
tion we associate with wisdom and sacrifice and immortal heroism; 
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whose infancy was not wholly free from misjudgment and O!JpO
sition and adverse circumstances, but whose present development, 
if not yet at its fullness, nor clear of possible peril, is, we believe, 
adequate to justify a prospect measured by the centuries and to 
give assurance of ever-widening usefulness to the state and to 
posterity. 

But if, for special and personal reasons, the occasion is full of 
interest to alumni and students, not less for weighty public reasons 
is it of interest to all thoughtful citizens of the commonwealth. 
Today we dedicate a noble building, massive, spacious, and com
modious, erected with public funds, maintained at the public ex
pense, for instruction without charge to citizens of the State, in 
the science, theory, and correct practice of the law. Here, in the 
beginning of his career, the student of the law is to learn those 
fundamental truths which the eminent jurist, Ryan, has stated 
with such point and brevity: "Craft is the vice, not the spirit, 
of the profession. Trick is professional prostitution. Falsehood 
is professional apostasy. The strength of a lawyer is in thorough 
knowledge of legal truth, in thorough devotion to legal right. 
Truth and integrity can do more in the profession than the subt
lest and wiliest devices. The power of integrity is the rule; the 
power of fraud is the exception. Emulation and zeal lead lawyers 
astray, but the general law of the profession is duty, not success. 
In it, as elsewhere in human life, the judgment of success is but 
the verdict of little minds. Professional duty, faithfully and well 
performed, is the lawyer' s glory. This is equally true of the bench 
and of the bar." 

Here, in quiet and calmness, unvexecl by selfish interest or con
tention, undisturbed by partisanship and public clamor, the mani
fold relations of men and the rights and duties arising from them 
are to be explored and conside.red, and the rules of action, by which 
these rights are conserved, precisely apprehended ; here the essen
tial reason of the law, too often, alas! obscured or unknown, is to 
shed its clear light into dark places and along the crooked ways; 
here is to be shown how the l10dy of our common law, from the 
rude beginnings of a barbaric time, has grown into a system of 
wonderful flexibility and refinement, meeting the needs of progress 
and new conditions, adjusting itself through force of its own in
herent reasons and processes to the ever-increasing complexities of 
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the time, until it has become like an all-enveloping atmosphere in 
which all things have their being and all life is i:iourished; here 
the structure and frame of government is to be studied, its powers 
and their source and distribution observed, their checks and 
balances explained; aboYe all, its deep, wise plan with its necessary 
premises and postulates to be made clear-its plan slowly forming 
through the centuries, outlined but not expressed in the brief, 
terse clauses of constitutional law, the briefest ancl most pregnant 
words in human speech-mighty links that connect us with ail 
the painful progression of our race to freedom, vast epitomes that 
condense whole eras into a phras(; or a clause, that picture the 
barbarian in the northern woods, with his customary law, his 
popular aso:emblage, his local ~elf-government, his free choice of 
king or ruler; that speak of councils and battles, of the wisdom 
of statesmen and the bloorl of patriots ancl the never-surrendered 
purpose of our race to be free; that link in necessary sequence 
Runnymede and N aseby, and Yorktown ancl San Jacinto; that 
make Hampden and Somers_, Washington and Houston co-workers 
and compeers; that sum up ancl crystallize ancl preserve for our 
sure guidance the hopes and aspirations, the struggles and sacri
fices, the achievements and results of all our past in enlarging and 
safeguarding human rights ancl liberties. 

Furthermore, the fact that fhis building is erected with public 
fonds and maintained to furnieh legal instruction at the public 
expense gives a general character to this occasion, as it necessarily 
determines the lines of this address. 

First, this fact serves to recall that human experience seems to 
run in cycles, and that often the most modern thing is also very 
ancient. It was the thought of the Spartan law-giver that the 
education of the young was one of the chiefest functions of the 
state needful to be performed if the state was to endure. Ac
cordingly, he made it one of the main elements of his policy, and 
while his conception of the state and its ends was very different 
from ours, it must be conceded that his system · of education of 
the young was one of the leading factors in the attainment of those 
ends and in the preservation of his state for more than five hun
dred years. Among the Greeks in general, as among . the Romans_, 
education was a matter of private concern, and, while among them 
were incomparable instructors, their light was for the few, and 
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the great unregarded multitude groped in darkness. In that 
long sleep of the human minrl which we call the Dark Ages-a 
dreadful sleep, disturbed by ignoble wars, the rivalries of princes 
and nobles, rapine and the breaking up of laws, clerical intol
erance and the red flames of religious persecution-education and 
learning were in the hands of the church, and Church and State, 
embodied in the sovereignty of kings, were in partnership. The 
one claimed dominion over the minds, as the other of the bodies, 
of men; each upheld the othe1 in their pretensions, and both 
derived wealth and power and splendor from the ignorance and 
the superstition of the people. At last, with the invention of 
printing and the feeble diffusion of knowledge, the human mi11J 
woke from its long sleep, Then began that struggle of centuries, 
most memorable in all the history of . the earth, for civil and 
religious liberty, for restraint,; upon the power of princes nnd 
priests, for the complete emancipation of the intellect and thE." 
conscience-culminating at last in the establishment of the prin
ciples, first perceived by Hobbes, the irreverent, suggested by Locke, 
the philosopher, and finally built into the foundation of govern
ment of the revolutionary fathers, that sovereign power is in the 
people; that government is an agency of their creation to protect 
life, liberty, and property, and properly should be limited to these 
ends; that its function is of thi~ world and has no relation with 
matters i>piritual, further than to protect each individual in his 
full religious freedom. Glorious truths evolved through the slow 
travail of ages, never to be forgotten except to our infinite harm, 
at this hour measuring exactly the distance between our happy 
state and that of the benighted and enslaved Russian masses, over 
whom an · autocrat maintains his "divine right" to absolute rule 
on the twofold base of physical force and of a state hierarchy, 
wielding superstitious terrors over the minds of ignorant millions ! 
· Early did our fathers perceive that ignorance is the deadly foe 

of a free commonwealth; that school houses are as essential to the 
state's protection as forts and arsenals, and school teachers as im
portant as armies. Then the cycle became complete, and the 
thought of the ancient Spartan law-giver renewed itself. Then 
came the free schools maintained by the public tax; then, under 
the leadership of Jeffenon, the institutions of higher learnin1< 
maintained by the state. Lastly and notably, a step which Texa s-
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was among the first to take, came schools of law, with instruction 
furnished by the state. But this last step has not been taken with
out question and criticism. The question and the criticism and the 
grounds thereof deserve consideration. It is correctly stated that 
taxation must be for public, not for private purposes, otherwise the 
exaction is not taxation, but oppression and confiscation. This ad
mitted, it is then urged that the individual studies law or other pro
fession for his private gain and advantage, aJ!d that the expenditure 
-0f public funds to enable him to do this is, therefore, unjustifiable. 
The conclusion is sound unless, in the character of the instruction 
given and the results thereof, substantial public benefits are at
tained. In this statement, I conceive, is the kernel of the whole 
issue of education by the State. It applies to the common schools 
and the normals, to the Agricultural and Mechanical College, to 
the academic department of the University, as well as to its pro
fessional schools, to every educational institution maintained or 
aided by taxation. It implies that the instruction in them all must 
-Oo more than help the individual; it must in its aggregate results 
help the State. It must reach beyond the person and make a 
better and more useful citizen. Here is the differentiation, broad 
and deep, but not always sufficimtly recognized, between the pub
lic schools, from the primary grades to the University, and all 
other schools or institutions re;;ting on different foundations. At 
-every stage, and in every institution of a public character, two 
.controlling purposes should ever be in view: first, to bring light 
to the mind and to free the intelligence, thus giving capacity to 
discharge the duties of citizenship; second, and not of less import
ance, to develop love of country and loyalty to its institutions and 
regard fo_r its laws and the disposition in civil activities to place 
the general good above private interest, thus inducing willingnes::. 
to discharge the duties of citizenship. As regards the State Law 
School, it is not enough to turn out graduates having good train
ing in the law, prepared to advance themselves in their profession, 
and to make gain from its practice. It must do more, much more. 
It must train good lawyers and good citizens. It must graduate 
men deeply imbued with the ethics of their profession, without 
which a right administration of justice is the most hopeless im
possibility. It must bring home the truth that, as the lawyer may 
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be the worthiest and most useiul, so also may he be the worst and 
most dangerous member of the community; that, as profound skill 
and learning, exercised within clue bound, are a blessing to society, 
exercised without scruple and proper restraint, they become its 
curse and scourge; that, as the lawyer, from his studies, must pl•r· 
ceive more clearly than others that the universal welfare, all 
essential rights, liberties, and progress are bound up with the 
State anrl exist only in just laws duly maintained, so also should 
he have the strongest will and the most impelling motive to pre
serve the State and its operations free of. fraud or violence, and 
unhindered and uncontrolled by individual or organized self-in
terest. 

Conceiving this to be the function of the school, it is not im
proper if briefly I call attention to some forms of action that 
should properly engage the lawyer's attention as a citizen. Natu
rally and primarily, he should concern himself with all questions 
of improvement in the system and procedure for the administra
tion of justice. Upon these questions, if he be worthy of his pro
fession, he will let no consideration of private employment nor 
interest of a particular client <-way him against the general good. 
Is there call for the exercise of his energies in this direction now? 
In answer to this question it is enough, far more than enough, to 
bring up a single ghastly and appalling fact, the number of 
homicides per year in every million of population in different 
civilized states and countries, as shown by the following table: 

Canada . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00 
Germany . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.85 
England and Wales ...................... 10.15 
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.22 
Belgium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16.00 
United States ... . .......... .. ....... . ... 129.30 

The total in the United States is now nearly 10,000 per annum, 
or for the period of an average life, 330,000; a number greater, 
as I recall, than the number of all those slain in battle in the 
Civil War. Here is our common American shame; here, in a sense, 
our national peril, for this record, literally written in blood, shows 
increasing rate each year. In tables more detailed, giving the per
centage of homicides in the states of the Union, Texas has "the 
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bad eminence" of being near first place. Within her borders, 
nearly every hour exacts its dreadful sacrifice of human life, or of 
blood, shed in lawless violence. Within her limits, the piteous 
wails of mothers bereaved and of widows and orphans, made such 
by murder, succeed each other in never-ending lamentations. 
While not all of these results can be ascribed to defects in the ad
ministration of our criminal law, in the face of them, he would 
be a bold man who should say that such defects, grave, deep, and 
fundamental, ditl not exist. To the extent that they exist, govern
ment in Texas fails and has failed in its supremest duty, the pro
tection of human life. Furthermore, he must be a blind observer 
who does not perceive that our administration of criminal law 
lacks those first essentials, equality, uniformity, and certainty; 
that it is subject to the dark impeachment that it does not always 
protect the weak and friendless, and rarely punishes the rich and 
powerful. The causes of this condition can not now be considered, 
though some of them may be indicated: first, a weak and vacil
lating public sentiment, lacking in stern, inflexible regard for law 
and its enforcement; a system of procedure too rigidly technical in 
itself antl too narrowly construed and followed by the courts; a 
jury law under which it is often possible to exclude intelligence 
and character from the panel; finally, the overmatching of the 
state's representative$ by the greater learning, skill, and force of 
the defendant's counsel. To the last cause a great part of our 
woeful miscarriage of justice is due. Under the worst system, 
learned, cautious, and just judges and able and experienced state's 
counsel can accomplish much in maintaining the law's dignity 
and efficiency; under the best system, officers lacking these quali
fications will do little. The :mother country is justly famed for 
the excellence of her administration of justice. It is profit.able to 
remember that England has never cheapened justice, and that her 
greatest and ripest lawyers eagerly crown their professional careers 
with places on the bench, presiding not only in appellate tribunals, 
but in the trial courts, aided in criminal cases by public counsel 
of the highest renown for character and skill. In this connection, 
two of the lawyer's duties stand out as the pillar of fire by night: 
one that he permit no consideration of self-interest, no hope of 
favor or fear of punishment, no expectation of having the ear of 
the court nor apprehension of its frown, to influence his action in 
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the selection of judges and law officers, but that always he give 
hi~ support to those best equipped by attainments, character, and 
mental habit; the other, that e0,ually without regard to selfish or 
personal consideration, he give &upport to those judges and officers 
who have shown themselves capable, just, and independent in the 
performance of their duty. These, indeed, are the obligations of 
all good citizens, but as the lawyer of all men best knows their 
importance, he of all men commits the deeper sin when he ignores 
them. It is grievously true that they are frequently ignored by 
both citizen and lawyer; and no deeper wound is inflicted upon 
the comm0n weal than when a brave officer is driven from place to 
place because he has fearlessly upheld the law, or an able and high
minded j·udge defeated because he has refused to yield to some 
powerful personality, some strong interest or association, or some 
present gale of popular passion or desire. 

Permit me now for a short space to consider the lawyer in his 
more general relation of citizen.ship and to suggest a few prin
·ciples, growing out of the structure arrd theory of our governm.ent, 
which, it occurs to me, he should eYer keep in mind. I can not 
say to you that they are wholly in accord with present tendencies. 
In truth, they are opposed to many of them, but their importance, 
I venture to believe, is not lessened, but increased rather, by this cir
<!umstance. The first is one of the fundamental precepts of Plato, 
author of "The Republic," one of the most ancient, as it is one of 
the most modern, of books. It was expounded by the great lawyer 
and master advocate of the Roman world as comprehending much 
·of the duty of those who share in the government of the state. 
It is declared by Mr. Webster's friend, rival, and eulogist, Rufus 
Choate, to have been a controlling doctrine in the political creed of 
-that greatest of American lawyers. It is that they who have part 
in the government comprise in their care the whole body of the 
state, nor keep one part and discard another-the inexorable rea
:son being that the care which embraces less than the whole will 
induce sedition and discord, the last evil of the State. This broad 
maxim •'mbraces all that is in our constitutional requirement of 
equal laws-and more. It inhibits all sectionalism in the Union 
or in the state, all endeavor to give one community advantage over 
:another, ull forms of fayor ~o or burden upon particular classes, 
-whether discriminated by callings, beliefs, forms of property, place 
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of residence, or otherwise. How strongly and successfully the cur
rent runs in the opposite dir-er.tion now, how insistent is the de
and for special license or favor, how constant the endeavor to lift 
burdens from one class to put them upon another needs no expo
sition. We instruct our congressnien to represent us upon a plat
form declaring for economical government and equal laws, but we 
continue them in office according to their ability to get appropria
tions or favor for their district or its major interest. We are 
as unconsciously inconsistent as the directors of the East India 
Company, who, according to Macaulay, constantly wrote the gov
ernor-general of India to be humane and not to burden the natives 
with taxes, but to send more dividends. Nevertheless, the precept 
of the wise Greek is sound, and not less is it true that the free 
government which disregards it runs a race with death. 

I am brought at this point to suggest to you the question, 
what is the true purpose and function of government, for yonr 
answer t.o this question must shape and direct the whole course of 
your thought and action as ·a citizen. It will not lessen its au
thority if I give you the answer as I received it in this insti
tution from Roberts and Gould and Dabney-hallowed names, 
whose light I follow with confidence. They believed that gov
ernment exercised power to maintain and protect itself, and to 
this end levied taxes, maintained armies or schools, and punished 
crimes against its operations, but that its essential function was 
to govern-that is., to prescribe rules preserving the rights of life, 
liberty, and property-and that beyond that its purposes did r..ot 
rightfully go. They enlarged the right of the individual; they 
stripped the government of every paternalistic attribute. They 
said that it was not its right to engage in any kind of business~ 
but its duty, when necessary, to regulate any and all business; 
not its right to aid any private endeavor with its bounty or its 
favor, nor to oppreo:s with unequal exactions, but to give all enter
prises the equal security of the law; not its right to select and 
maintain any religious belief, however transcendent man's spiritual 
interest, but its duty to protect each individual in the full free
dom of belief in any or no religion; not its right to protect indi
viduals, not under disabilities, against themselves, their own f<A
lies or improvidence, but its duty to punish them for crime when 
their acts invaded the rights of others. They believed !hat men 
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learned wisdom only in experience of self-government, and g:rew 
in moral strength not by being guarded from evil, but by resisting 
it. They believed that government when kept within the narrowest 
limits offered the least inducement for selfish interest to control it 
for selfish .purposes, privilege, or favor, with resulting "sedition 
and discord," and that only by restricting it to these essential func
tions and limits could popular government be preserved. These 
wise instructors are gone; but they vindicated their conclusi0ns 
from all the pages of history &nd testified to their faith on the 
bench, in the pulpit and forum, and on battlefields. They are gone, 
but when I recall their dauntles;; courage, their stern integrit)" of 
soul, their pure devotion to the puhlic welfare, I find it hard to 
believe that they will approach God's throne as supplicants, but 
am tempted to think, I trust not irreverently, that before God they 
will bear themselves as those who in their lives exhibited God-like 
qualities. 

This further reflection I offer to the especial attention of law 
students. It is that they keep deeply in mind that, while our essen
tial rights and liberties find their only protection in government, 
they are not given by it. There are natural rights given by God, 
and government is simply an instrumentality of our own devising 
for their preservation. It follows that it can never be proper1y 
used for their abridgement or their destruction. The statement is 
important, for in our later days the notion has become wideiy 
spread that, since ours is a government by the people, who exprePs 
their will by majorities of the electorate, the individual has only 
such rights as the majority shall allow him or shall not take from 
him. The notion is a gross inversion of Mr. Jefferson's famous 
utterance in his inaugural address: "Absolute acquiescence in the 
decisions of the majority-the vital principle of republics, from 
which there is no appeal but to force-the vital principle and im
mediate parent of despotism." This utterance, when limited as 
Mr. J e:fferson of all men would have limited it, to those ends 
for which our government was created and to those modes by 
which the major will enacts itself into law, is most just and cor
rect; but when pressed to the point of justifying majority action 
without regard to those ends and those modes, the conclusion is 
most dangerous and would have startled no one so much as Mr . 
.Jefferson himself. It is the simple truth that in the frame and 
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plan of our institutions the wit of man was exhausted in putting 
restraints upon the exercise of power by majorities and in with
drawing from their grasp and reach the largest total of human 
rights and activities. What is every check and balance in our 
system, what every clause in our bill of rights, but an iron curb, 
wrought at the slow forge of the centuries, upon the will of the 
majority? In a sense, it is correct to conceive of constitutions as 
existing to protect minorities. The reason lies upon the surface. 
Majorities do not require protection. It is the unpopular or the 
feeble class or interest lacking votes, the despised sect or the hated 
individual who needs the protection of constitutional restraints upon 
the exercise of power. To oppose these restraints against clema· 
gogues and bigots and designing self-interest, to sound their utter
most depth and scope when the major will grows fierce and <;trong 
and oppressiv~, is often the highest duty of the lawyer, bolh as 
citizen :ind officer of the court, as it is the sternest and severest 
test of the judge. Fortunate the commonwealth whose lawyers per
form thia duty with ripe knowledge, whose judges meet it with 
learning and discernment, with independence and inte.~rity of 
soul- with the temper expressed by Governor Roberts m his 
famous declaration: "If the State is going to hell, it ~hall go 1here 
according to law." 

But enough, perhaps too much, of general principles. The 
reference to Governor Roberts suggests a reflection of a different 
sort . Mr. Choate says of Web;;ter that whenever in his public life 
he felt himself at a loss he consulted, reverently, the genius of 
Washington. Webster was an orator whose eloquence is for all 
time, a lawyer holding first place at the American bar, a st~ites-· 
man whose influence is still potent in the administration of t~1e 

Federal government; he was able to draw upon powers within 
himself rarely equalled, yet still I think, he acted most wisely 
when upon a vexed question or deep, grave issue he considered what 
Washington would do. From that reservoir of "saving common 
sense," from that calm, wise judgment, from that well of noble 
motive and pure patriotism, he and you and all of us could draw 
inspiration and guidance. But if there be those who would have 
example more familiar and nearer home, light more trusted be
cause well known and well beloved, to them I would say, study the 
lives and public conduct and principles of action of Oran M. 
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Roberts and Robert S. Gould, to whom this building shall be an 
enduring memorial; consider their maxims and their precepts, 
their weighty suggestions of public policy, drawn and compounded 
from study and reflection, from sagacity and long ·experience in 
affairs; recall their stainless honor, their true independence, their 
Roman-like integrity of thought and action, and if you climb to 
exalted places or be perplexed with trying problems, you shall not 
lack light and safe conduct. 

In the center of London, close to the noisy streets, that throb 
with life and world commerce, near the great banks that are the 
heart of the world's exchanges, in a building where quiet and 
dignity and grave decorum prevail, the English law courts hold 
their seasions. Here the Chief Justice may be seen engaged in 
the disposition of some important cause, or, perhaps, such is the 
rigid impartiality of English justice that knows no high nor low, 
no great nor small, presiding with equal care and learning at 
the trial of a case involving the right to a costermonger's donkey. 
Not far from this building are the ancient English inns of court, 
where untold generations of students of the law prosecuted their 
studies and measured their proficiency, not by rigid examinations, 
but by the more pleasing test of the number of dinners eaten there. 

·From these studies, some, unequal to the law's severe demands, went 
into business, and some drifted into the easier and ·more flowery 
paths of literature, and some few, the immortals, who in the dif
ferent ages bore the brunt of battle in great causes, became fixed 
stars in the firmament of jurisprudence, and, like those great suns. 
shed their radiance down the centuries. To this assembling of 
courts and lawyers and students in one place, historians ascribe 
immeasurable results-results that touch all the interests of the 
world and all the progress of civilization. To this circumstance, 
they say, is due the fact that in the times long remote, when the 
Clericals, aided by the throne, eought to supplant the common law 
with its sturdy maxims of individual right and of the subordination 
of the sovereign power to established law with the slavish public 
maxims of the Roman law, the common-law lawyers were able to 
combine and co-operate and make common head in defense of their 
nobler system, the limits of whose extension throughout the earth 
accurateiy mark the areas in which free government and indi
vidual right have attained their highest perfection. In this work 
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we may well believe the assembly of students, soon to take up the 
burdens of practice and to continue the ·great contest, gave foll aid 
and comfort. At the place where we are now assembled, for an 
area larger and richer than all Great Britain at the time to which 
I have referred, will be drawn the greater number of students 
who in the future shall practice in our courts and help to uphold 
our laws. May we not hope that from such assemblage shall 
come also great and useful and beneficent results-lawyers of en
larged and elevated views, having ripe knowledge of the law both 
in its letter and spirit, and knowledge also of that delicate line 
which divides the good lawyer from the bad citizen, worthily am
bitious and with diligence and zeal and learning striving mightily 
to win the victory, but endeavoring always to promote and not to 
defeat justice; above all, in all matters affecting the State, illus
trating independence and that enlightened patriotism which _sees 
clearly that the ultimate good is better than the immediate ad
vantage, and acts from the public and general motive rather than 
from the private and selfish one. May we not hope, also, for 
simpler and more scientific methods of procedure, civil and crim
inal, for a greater security of life and the essential rights, for fewer 
laws and greater regard for law? 

Let us dedicate the building, but, in a larger sense, let us dedi
cate 'thes-3 students, and that greater throng who, in the long years 
shall come after them, to worthy conduct and true and lawful 
counsel, to brave, strong advocacy, and to deep learning, nobly used 
to vindicate private rights and to aid, defend, and protect the gen
eral welfare and the State. 



ADDRESS OF DEDICATION 

BY THE HONORABJ,E T. S. HENDERSON, CHAIRMAN 01' THE 

BOARD OF REGENTS 

In every important crisis in the world's history, whether on 
the battlefield or in the fornm, the brave and incorruptible lawyer 

· is found in the forefront staying the hand of violence and uphold
ing the cause of human freedom~ Whenever men have appealed 
to arms against oppression, the tongue of the lawyer has proclaimed 
their wrongs and asserted their rights; and when the day was won, 
the pen of the lawyer has inscribed the ordinances of liberty in the 
protocol of peace. 

I know of no better creed for the lawyer than that given by 
John Pym, himself one of the noblest examples in history of the 
fearless lawyer, who, in the impeachment of the Earl of Strafford, 
said: "The law is that which puts a difference betwixt just and 
unjust. If you take away the law, all things will fall into a con
fusion. * * * The law is the safeguard, the custody of all 
private interest. Your honors, your lives, your liberties and estates 
are all in the keeping of the law." I consider that the University 
of Texas has no more important function than that of training 
those who are to be the disciples of these principles. 

I, therefore, devote this building to the training in the legal 
art which maintains justice and right, upholds order, and promotes 
concord; and to the study and teaching of the legal science which 
broadens, deepens, and clarifies, and makes sane the legal art. 

I commit this building to the immediate care of the faculty and 
11tudents of the Law Department of the University of Texas. I 
solemnly dedicate it to the service of individual man and of the 
State, and I invoke upon it the favor of men and the blessings of 
God. 



RESPONSE TO THE ADDRESS OF DEDICATION 

BY JOHN W. TOWNES, LL. D., DEAN OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

Mr. President, Fellow Students, Friends: 

Weighed with a sense o-f deep responsibility, the Law Depart
ment o:f the University o:f Texas accepts :from our S-tate this mag
nificent building. We accept it, knowing that it carries with it 
responsibilities and duties great and hard to meet, and yet we 
pledge ;mrselves, :faculty, assistants, and student body, earnestly, 
honestly, and :faithfully to endeavor to meet the high and holy 
purposes that have been so eloquently and aptly announced in the 
speeches o:f the morning. 

It is not necessary for me to recapitulate in your hearing any
thing o:f these high and holy purposes; you have listened to them 
:from lips more eloquent than mine. All that I wish to say is that 
in accepting this building, we accept it :for the purposes that have 
thus been set forth, and for ourselves and our successors we pledge
that it shall be :faithfully used to attain those high ends; and may 
Him who guides us in all things that are well and good be with 
us and help us to preserve it and meet the high responsibility that 
we now assume, 
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