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The benefits of education and of 
useful knowledge, gene_rally diffused 
through a community, are essential 
to the preservation of a free govern
ment. 

Sam Houston 

Cultivated mind is the · guardian 
genius of democracy. • • • It is the 
only dictator that freemen acknowl
e(J.ge and the only security that free
men desire. 

Mirabeau B. Lamar 



FQREWORD 

Those teachers among us who are gregariously inclined find 
a considerable obstacle in the magnificent Texas distances. Teach
ers of foreign languages have the opportunity of conferring to
gether in the special section meetings at the annual meeting of 
the State Teachers' Association, but only a few avail themselves 
of the chance, and they barely become acquainted on these 
rather formal occasions. Although there are several hundred 
such teachers in the high schools of the State, it is probable that 
the average teacher would find it difficult to name a half dozen 
others engaged in the same work. This condition is obviously 
unfortunate. . If these teachers could meet frequently to discuss 
the books and methods which they use and to compare results 
and experiences, there could hardly fail to r esult a wholesome 
emulation and i.ncreased interest and knowledge. 

The Bulletin was Established with this thought and with the 
hope that it might supply a meeting ground for foreign lan
guage teachers. It is not intended primarily as a source of au
thoritative information emanating from the l{niversity or from 
some other quarter, but as a medium through which they m~y 
compare notes. What chiefly matters is not that contributors 
should have something new to say, but that they should be 
sufficiently interested to say something. Indeed the question of 
methods in foreign language instruction has been thrashed out 
so thoroughly in the last twenty or thirty years that it seems 
as if nothing can have been left unsaid. But while the teacher 
must be blamed if he fails to profit by the experience of others 
and insists on discovering everything over for himself, direc
t.ions and methods will only be valuable to him in proportion 
as they are confirmed by his own observation and reflection. 
Besides it is always necessary to make new applications for 
varying conditions. It will therefore be worth while for him 
and for others if he again goes over the old ground and relates 
his experiences, bis doubts and difficulties and failures, alsa 
his success, if he be so fortunate , and the means by which he 
achieved it. 

It is intended also that the Bulletin shall deal with other than 
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strictly pedagogical matters. Experiences abroad, includin.g -Op
portunities for learning the language in foreign schools or oth~r
wise, are always of interest. Descriptive or critical reviews of 
books dealing with the language, literature, and civilization of 
the country whose language is studied will be included. It is 
planned also to provide a personal column, containing informa
tion as to appointments of teachers, changes of positions, etc. 

It is the hope of the editors that sufficient matte:r: will be forth
coming from other sources than the University to fill the Bulle~ 
tin. In accordance with a resolution passed at the recent meet
ing of the modern language section of the State Teachers' 
Association, additional editors will be appointed, to be selected 
from other institutions and froni high schools, whose function 
it will be to arouse interest in and to secure contributions for 
the Bulletin. Their names will be announced in a subsequent 
issue. 

Since the last number the Bulletin has been in eclipse for a 
considerable period. It is hoped that this will not occur again 
and that four numbers can be issued during the current .r~ar. 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDYING FRENCH AT 
GRENOBLE 

For Americans who have a summer to spend abroad there is 
probaMy no better place to perfect their French than the Uni
versity of Grenoble. A very old institution, of the same high 
standard as all French universities (which are, as is well known, 
under the close supervision of the State), it offers the excep
tional advantage Of being located in the Alps, where the air is 
purest and the opportunities for outings are the greatest. The 
city i.s entirely surrounded by mountains and is in sight of 
Mont Blanc. 

For many years the University of Grenoble has been conduct
ing an excellent summer school, attended mainly by foreigners, 
many of whom are Americans. Prominent men from all parts 
of France give lectures here on various subjects, but probably 
the most practical feature of the University, as far as Ameri
cans are concerned, is the School of Phonetics, in charge of 
Professor Theodore Rosset. 

In addition to theoretical courses, this school offers two prac
tical courses, which have been found very profitable to for
eigners: Les Exercices de Prononciation and Les Exercices de 
Parole. 

In the former; students are divided into groups of six and 
meet three times a week for five weeks. At the beginning, the 
professor examines the pronunciation of each student, and gi.ves 
him a written report indicating every defect in his pronuncia
tion. Then by intensive study of a very few pages of text, the 
student, with the help of the instructor, proceeds to correct 
every one of .these defects. If he •finds the five-week period in
sufficient, he may register for another five weeks. 

For students who have already corrected their chief faults in 
pronunciation the Exercices de Parole are offered. Their ob
ject is to teach the student to speak, to express himself in accu
rate terms, in clear and correct sentences, on subjects demand
ing a wider vocabulary than .every-day topics. Here students 
meet in groups of four and the procedure is as follows: Before 
each lesson, the instructor proposes to the students certain ques-
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tions on the life or works of a writer, on a particluar work in 
French literature, on poibts of general interest, on grammatical 
questions, on various topics of conversation. Each student 
chooses from among these questions the one he prefers and 
prepares a, discussion of it, using all the help he may have at 
hand. On the day of the lesson, he is given ten minutes in 
which to make an oral resume of the subject, without making 
use of any of his notes. The instructor takeis notes of the prin
cipal mistakes and when the student has finished speaking, 
points out his mistakes, criticises incorrect phraseology, sug
gests rnw ideas, discusses points with the pupil, and corrects 
mistakes in pronunciation, if there are · any. If the student co
operates properly with the instructor he can get a surprising 
amount of benefit out of this form of exercise. 

The certificates and degrees open. to foreign students at 
Grenoble are four: the Certific~t d'Assiduite, the Certificat 
d 'Etitdes F,ranc;aises, the Dipwme de H aides Etiides and the 
Doctorat de l'Universite. 

The Certificat d'Assiduite mnely states that the holder has 
been matriculated in the university. 

The Certificat d'Etudes Franr;aises is given to students who 

have taken a summer course at Grenoble and passed (1) a writ
ten examination, including a translatiron from English into 
French and an original composition in French; and (2) an oral 
examination including reading, grammar, and conversation. 

Candidates for the Diplome de H autes Etudes must hav·e 
passed at least two semesters in the-University. The examina
tion includes: 

I. Written: 

( 1 ). A dissertation in French on some accept.ed subject of 
philosophy, history, literature, grammar, or philology. 

(2) A composition in French on a subject of literary criti
cism. 

(3) A composition on a subject of historical grammar. 
II. Ora l : . " · 

(1) Sight translation of English into French. 
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(2) Examination on some course in"literature taken by the 
candidate.· 

(3) Explication de te.xte . 
The Doctorat de l'Universite is the highest French degree 

open to foreigners. Candidates enter with the equivalent of the 
Licence-es-lettres (i . e. an American l\I. A. or an English Hon
.o~rs B. A.), they must have been matriculated for at least two 
yoors at the French University, and they must finally submit a 
thesis, in French, on some subject approved by the Dean. If 
accepted, the thesis is printed and the candidate has to defend 
it orally in public before three or four members of the faculty. 
While it is true that Grenoble does not offer the library facili
ties of Paris, still the Bibliotheque Municipale combined with 
1 he Bibliotheque Universitaire provide the graduate student 
with an unusual number of rare books, for a city of the size of 
Grenoble. 

Before the war, as is generally known, American students usu
ally went to Germany for graduate work. But now that -France, 
by her glorious conduct and marvelous heroism, has forever de
stroyed the fallacy that she was a degenerate nation, Americans 
in ever increasing numbeT will be going to her, where .Jhey can 
study not only science and art at their height, but also democ
ra1.:!y, close-kin to our own, in its highest glory. Indeed a move
mcut has been set on foot by President Wigmore, of the Ame·r
ican Associati.on of College Professors, to give scholarships in 
French Universities to American students. And in view of her 
very kindly treatment of Americans in the past, it is certain 
that the Universitiy of Grenoble will get her full share of stu
dents who go to France in the future. 

C. F. ZEEK, Jn. 
Associate Professor of French, 

Southern l\Iethodist University. 



A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PHONETICS FOR MODERN 
LANGUAqE TEACHERS 

• 

Selected lists of books dealing with subjects of interest to 
teachers of modern foreign languages will be printed in the 
Bulletin from time to time. Such topics as the following will 
be included: phonetics, grammar, dictionaries, methods, oppor
tunities for travel and study abroad, the history of language, t.lie 
history of literature, political history, etc. These lists will be 
short and accompanied by brief critical and descriptive remarks, 
and the books will be arranged in the order of importance. 
Readers of the Bulletin are invited to criticize these brief bibli
ographies and to suggest improvements. It is planned to pub
lish them together ultimately, in a revised form if necessary, 
and it is hoped that they may be of service to teachers of mod
ern languages in secondary schools. 

The following is the first of these lists and deals with pho
netics. The importan0e of this subject from the point of view of 
modern language teaching hardly needs to be stre8,5ed. ( 1) A 
knowledge of phonetics is important to the teacher himself in 
improving his own pronunciation. This applies especially to 
those who have not had the advantage of a prolonged sojourn 
abroad or exceptional opportunities of speaking the language at · 
home, that is to say, to a large majority of teachers. (2) A 
knowledge of phonetics will enable the teacher .to detect and 
correct mistakes in the pronunciation of his pupils. Without 
this knowledge he is sometimes aware of the mistake but unable 
to determine its source or character and therefore unable to 
correct it. Even teachers who have an .excellent pronunciation 
often fail to obtain the best results by exclusive reliance on imi
tation, especially in dealing with ' older pupils. (3) The use of 
a phonetic alphabet and of phonetic transcription have proved of 
service in teaching foreign languages, or even English, particu
larly in the case of languages which employ an inconsistent and 
confusing system of spelling. To be sure the teacher may use 
a phonetic transcription without knowing how to analyze and 
classify speech sounds, but he cannot make as interesting and 
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as intelligent use of it as the teacher who is w·ell drilled in pho
netics. 

INTRODUCTORY: THE SOUNDS OF ENGLISH 

The study of phonetics should begin at home, that is to say 
with the sounds of -0ne 's own language. 

Rippmann, Walter, The Sounds of Spoken English. A man
ual for ear training for English students. 35 cents. New York, 
E. P. Dutton & Co., 1914. An ·excellent introduction to the 
sounds of English, intended for beginners. 

Sweet, Henry, The Soiinds of English. An introduction to 
phonetics. 60 cents. Oxford Clarendon Press, 1908, This book 
may follow the one mentioned above. ·It is more difficult, but 
it is written by an authority in this field, and it has an inde
pendent and stimulating tone. 

Both of the above books describe the English pronunciation 
and this description is obviously not applicable to many Amer
ican habits of speech. By a careful testing -0f the statements of 
these authors and by a constant comparison with the practice 
of his neighbors and himself the student may find some com
pensation for the lack of a good account' of American speech 
sounds. 

Report of a Joint Committee, representing the National Edu
cational Association, the American Philological Association, and 
the Modern Language Association of America, on the s1tbject of 
a phenetic alphabet. New York, the Publishers' Priliting Co., 
1904. This pamphlet will be found of great interest. It points 
out the need of a phonetic alphabet for general use in American 
school books, dictionaries, and scientific publications, and calls 
attention to the shortcomings of our standard dictionaries. It 
contains some information as to American pronunciation and 
will prove a useful supplement to the books already mentioned. 

Weeks, Raymond, Bright, James W., and Grandgent, Charles 
H., The 1\!. E. A. Phonetic Alphabet With a Review of the Whip
ple Experiments. Lancaster, Pa., The New Era Printing Co., 
1912. A defence of the report mentioned above. The alphabet 

. recommended in this report was finally adopted with slight 
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changes, as indicated in this booklet. 
The following dictionary will prove of interest: 
Jones, Daniel, An English Pronouncing Dictionary, on strictly 

phonetic principles. New York, E. P. Dutton & Co., 1917. 

GERMAN PHONETICS: BOOKS 

Prokosch, E. The Sounds and History of the German Lan
giiage. New York, Henry Holt & Co., 1916, $1.75. After a brief 
description of the organs of speech Part I gives a clear and 
thoroughly reliable analysis of German sounds. The description 
is accompanied by a plate, several palatograms and many help
ful hints to the t eacher. In addition, it introduces the student 
to Jespersen 's analphabetic system of sound notation and affords 
him an insight into the merits of the alphabet of the Interna
tional Phonetic Association and a simpli'fied form of it used by 
the author, for pedagogical reasons, in his First German Lessons 
in Phonetic Spelling. 

Rippman, W., Viator, W. Elements of Phmwtics, English, 
French, and German. Adapted from Vietor 's Kleine- Phonetik, 
New York, E. P . Dutton & Co., 5th ed., 1910, $.75. A clever 
adaptation of a standard book to the needs of modern language 
teachers. Highly recommended by all, 

Klinghardt, H. Artikufotions- und fiI:orubungen. Praktisches 
Hulfsbuch fur Studiferende und Lehrer. Kothen, Otto Sch,.ultze, 
1897, Mks. 5.50. TeacheBS who wish to go beyond the scope of 
either of the above bo6ks and secure additional practice i1'. th.e 
application 0£ prineiples will :ti.nd abundant material and help 
in this book. ·The author, a skilfull teacher and competent pho
netician, has written a book especially adapted for private study. 

Bremer, Otto, Deutsche Phonetik. Leipzig, Breitkopf & 
Hartel, 1893, Mks. 5.00. The introductory chapter sets forth 
the nature and function of practical phonetics, its relation to 
other branches of linguistic science, to psyohology and physics. 
This is followed by a detailed description 6f the organs of 
speech, at rest and in action, the acoustic effect of speech sounds, 
and, finally, suggestions in regard to phonetic transcription. 
While the primary object of the book is to train future investi
gators in the observation of sound phenomena, the practical. 

/ 
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language teacher will find it equally profitable and interesting 
reading, tho its terminology is somewhat more technical than 
the above. 

Hem pl, G. Getman Orthography and Phonology.. Boston, 
Ginn & Co., 1891, $2.00. Particularly valuable to the teacher at 
this point for its discussion of word and sentence stress and 
pitch. A trustworthy guide also for those familiar with the 
standard pronounciation as set forth in Vietor 's Aussprache
worterbuch who wish to find out the actual variations in pro
nunciation in different parts of Germany. 

GERMAN PHONETICS: '.rEXTS AND DICTIONARIES 

Vietor, W. Deutsches Ausspracheworterbuch, Leipzig, Reis
land, 2nd ed., 1915, Mks. 13.50. No teacher of German should 
be without it. 

Vietor, W. Deutsches Lesebuck in Lau,tsclirift.. 1. Teil. 
Leipzig, Teubner, 5th ed., 1914, Mks. 3.00. 

Vietor, W. Deutsches Leseb11ck in Lautschrift. II. Teil. 
Le1pzig, Teutin~r, 2nd ed., 1912, l\iiks. 3.00. 
Proko~h, E. First Gerinan Lessons in Phonetic Spelling. 

New York, Henry Holt & Co., 1916. This little pamphlet gives 
the first thirty pages of Prokosch 's Deutscher Lehrgang, Erst e8 
Jahr, in phonetic transcription and, in additiot., five texts for 
use during the transition to the ordinary spelling. 

Vietor, W. Die A11,ssprache d€J6 So.hriftdeutschen mit dem 
W'6rterverze!k:hnis der amtlichen "Regeln fur die deiifsdhe 

Rechtschreibung" in pho1),etischltr Umschrift sowie phon·etischen 
Texten. Leipzig, Reisland, 9th ed., 1914, Mks. 2.00 As stated 
in the title, this useful little volume may serve those not having 
access to Duden 's Rechtschreibung der deutsc,hen Sprache, u'l;Ml 
der Fremdworter. Leipzig, Bibliogra];)hisches Institut, 9tli ed., 
1915, Mks. 2.50, as an ordinary as well as pronouncing diction
ary. Ten pages of text with phonetic transcription on the op" 
posite pages will affor0.' mate.rial for practice in different types 
Of prose and poetry. 

FRENCH PHONETICS~ BOOKS 

Dumville, Benjamin, Elements of French Proniinciation and 
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Diction. 75 cents. New York, E. P. Dutton and Co., 1914. This 
book contains a good description of French sounds, it is practi
cal, it is intended for beginners, and it is written for English 
students. 

Geddes, ·James, FrericJi Pronuniciation. Principles and · 
practice, and a summary of usage in writing and printing. 75 
cents. New York, Oxford University Press, 1913. As this work 
gives only brief indications as to the formation of the sounds 
but elaborate rules for spelling, liaison, -elision, capitals and 
punctuation, it may be used to supplement the preceding 
book. 

Martinon, Ph., Comment on Prononce le Franr;ais. Trait6 
cmnplet de prononciation pratique avec les noms propres et les 
mots etrangers. $1. Paris, Larousse, 1913. Similar in character 
to the preceding work. The author attempts to give the con
temporary French pronunciation more fully and accurately than 
any other treatise or dictionary. 

Passy, Paul, The Sounds of the French Language. Their 
formation, combination and representation. Translated by D. L. 
Savory and D. Jones. 60 cents. The Oxford University Press, 
1907. This author is the most frequently quoted authority for 
French sounds. This is a more scientific presentation · o:tr the 
subject than the work of Dumville, mentioned above, and it is 
not intended primarily for English students, but it is an ele
mentary treatise, written in a clear and easily understood style. 
The classification of sounds and the phonetic alphabet employed 
are those generally found in American text-books. This classi
fication is open to criticism on the ground of -excessive simpli
fication. 

Passy, Paul, Les Sons du Franr;ais. 1 franc 50. Seventh 
edition. Paris, Didier, 1913. The French original of the pre
ceding. 

Nyrop, Kr., Manuel Phonetique du Franr;ais Parle. .. Deuxieme 
edition, traduite et remaniee par Emmanuel Philipot. Paris, 
Alphonse Picard, 1902. A work differing but slightly from the 
preceding one in scope and general character and illustrating 
the author's well known faculty for imparting interest to his 
subject. 

Beyers, Franz, Franzosische Phonetik fiir Lehrer und 
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Studierende. Dritte Aiiflage im Auftrage des Verfassers, neu 
bearbeitet von H. Klinghardt. Cothen, Otto Schulze, 1908. One 
of the best manuals, especially adapted to the needs of German 
students, but important for others as well. 

Rousselot, l 'abbe et Laclotte, Fauste, Precis de Prononciation 
Frangaise. Paris, H. Welter, 1902. A technical work not so 
well suited to beginners. It contains a more searchi:Ilg analysis , 
than the works mentioned above and makes use of the results 
of experimental or instrumental phonetics, of which the abM 
Rousselot is the foremost exponent. 

F1RENCH PHONETICS: TEXTS AND DICTIONARIES 

The following readers will be found described at some length 
on another page of this bulletin. 

Ballard, Anna Woods and Tilly, Edmund, Phonetic French 
Reader. 60 cents. New York, Charles Scribner's Sons, 1916. 

Richards, S. A., Phonetic French Reader. 45 cents. New 
York, E. P. Dutton and Co. 

Heath, Carl A., A Phone·tic French Reader. 1 shilling. 
London, George Bell and Sons, 1909. 

Passy, Paul, Premier Livre de Lecture, en Transcription 
Phonetique. 35 centimes. Paris, Firmin-Didot, 1913. 

Passy, Jean et Rambeau, Adolphe, Chrestomathie Fran<;aise. 
M orceaux choisis de prose et de poesie, avec prononciation 
figuree a l'usage des et-rangers. Third edition. 5 francs. Paris, 
Soudier, 1913. 

Passy, Jean and Jones, Daniel, The principles of the· Inter
national Phonetic Associa.tion. 10 cents. New York, The 
Languages Publishing Co., 1912. A list of other books using 
the alphabet of the International Phonetic Association will be 
found in this pamphlet. 

The following dictionaries indicate thoe pronunciation by 
means of this alphabet. 

Michaelis, H. et Passy, P., Dictionnaire Phonetique de la 
Langue Fran<;aise. 6 shillings. London, Hachette and Co., 
1914. 

International Pronouncing French-English and English-



14 The University of Texas Bulletin 

French Dictionary, edited by Paul Passy and George Hempl. 
$3.25. New York, Hinds, Hayden, and Eldredge. 

SPANISH PHONETICS 

The following works presuppose an elementary knowledge of 
phonetics. 

Josselyn, F. M., Etildes d.e Phon·etique Espagnole. Paris, H. 
Welter, 1907. 

Colton, M. A., La Phonetique Gastillane. Paris, 1909. 
Araujo, F. , -Fonetica Kastclana. Santiago de Chile, 1894. 
Araujo, F. , Estudios de Fonetica Castellana. Toledo, 1894. 
Navarro, Tomas T., Tratado de Pronunciaci6n Espafiola. 

Madrid. Publicaciones de la Revista de Filologia Espanola. (In 
press.) 

Chart of the Spanish Alphagam. New York, Languages Pub
lishing Co. 

GENERAL PHONETICS: BOOKS 

The student who has familarized himself with some of the 
books mentioned above and who wishes to go on to the study 
of general phonetics will :find the following works of special in
terest and importance : 

Sievers, E. , Gritndziige der Phonetik . 5. Auflage, 5 marks. 
Leipzig, 1901. This author approaches the subjoct from the 
standpoint of Indo-European philology. H e draws his illustra
tions from many languages. It is the foremost work on phonetics . 

. Jespersen, 0., L ehrbitch der Phonetik. Leipzig, 1904. 
J espersen, 0., Phonetische Grundf1;agen. Leipzig, 1905. These 

two works are of capital importance and contain an original 
treatment of the subject. In addition, the :first is noteworthy 
from the pedagogical standpoint. 

Vietor, Wilhelm, Elemente der Phonetik de.s Deustchen, Eng
lischen und Franzosisdien. 6 Auflage, 12 marks. Leipzig, 1915. 
The most useful and the most used book of reference. It sum
marizes the views of other authorities and contains a large 
amount of orthoepic material. 

Roudet, Leonce, Elements de Phonetiqite Generale, Paris, J:L 
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Welter, 1910. A clear and attractive presentation of the subject 
by a pupil of Rousselot. The importance. of ·experimental pho
netics is stressed. 

Sweet, Henry, A Primer of Phonetics. Third edition, 90 cents-. 
Oxford University Press, 1906. In this concise primer the au
thor uses the "organic" or "revised visible speech" alphabet, 
which embodies his classification of speech sounds. 

GENERAL PHONETICS: CHARTS AND MODELS 

A number of charts indicating the place and manner of arti
culation are available for English, ,French and German. The 
following may be mentioned : 

Vietor System, Phonetic Charts. Three tables for English, 
French, and German sounds, with an explanatory pamphlet in 
the three languages. Printed in three colors, about 3 by 4 feet, 
mounted on calico. 5 shillings each. London, Hachette & Co. 
Also 4.50 marks each, l\farburg, Germany, N. G. Elwert: 

Rippman, Walter, Phonetic Charts for French, English and 
German. Mounted on linen, 30x30 inches, 3 shillings, 6 pence 
each. London, J. l\f. Dent & Sons. 

Rausch, F., and Jones, D., Sound Charts. A set of nine charts
indicating the pronunciation of the more important vowel sounds. 
Each chart deals with one vowel and contains (1) a picture of 
the mouth seen from in front, and (2) from the side, (3) a. 
diagram of the lips, ( 4) a sectional diagram of the tongue, ( 5) 
a diagram showing the degree of opening between the jaws,. 
and (6) explanatory notes. 12 shi)lings, 6 pence for the set. 
London, J. l\IL Dent & Sons. These charts are very useful, but 
as they aim at definiteness in a field where too great definiteness. 
may be dangerous, they should be used with caution. 

Rausch, F., La.1dtafeln fiir den Unterricht. Series 1, for Ger
man, 20 charts; series 2, 6 supplementary charts for French and 
English, 46x63 centimeters, 30 marks for series 1, and 13.50 
marks for series 2. Marburg, N. G. Elwert. These charts are 
si111ilar to those described above. 

Of the charts which show the organs of speech the following 
is the most widely used: 

Ziind-Burguet, Adolphe, Organs of Speech. An anatomical 
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wall chart, 35x25 inches, in three colors, compiled for the use 
of teachers and students of modern languages, etc. Price of the 
chart on stiff paper, with a pamphlet in English, French and 
German. 5 shillings. London, Hachette & Co. 

Many models of the larnyx and -0f the head can be obtained 
showing the vocal .organs. They are superior in certain respects 
to any description, no matter how detailed. Descriptions and 
prices of a number of models will be found in the catalogues of 
the Kny-Scheerer Company, 404 West Twenty-seventh Street, 
New York, and of Charles H . Ward, 1347 South Avenue, Roch
ester, New York. 



A REVIEW OF SOME FRENCH PHONETIC READERS 

Phonetic French Reader. Anna Woods Ballard (Teachers' Col
lege) and Edmund Tilly (Union College), Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York, 1916; xx and 39 pp., boards. Without 
vocabulary. 
An attractive, interesting and helpful little book, methodical 

in arrangement, accurate in transcriptions and well adapted to 
fulfill the primary wants of teacher and pupil. Such a book 
is indispensable to any class in elementary French, taught by 
Reform method or otherwise, if a correct pronunciation and a 
ready under·standing of spoken French be desired. 

As announced in the preface, the book is a transcription of 
an earlier volume of M'iss Ballard: "Short Stories for Oral 
French," Scribners', 1912. Within the limits of the intro
duction are given a clear, forcible explanation of Vietor 's Table 
(printed in color), directions for the formation of the indi
vidual sounds, liaison, the trea.tment of mute H, syllabication 
and a suggestive list of key-words. English equivalents are 
carefully avoided. There follows a four-page expose of a 
method, both ingenious and practical, of teaching French pro
nunciation and a section of notes on the transcription, explain
ing the graded system of speed employed in the sixty-three 
reading numbers, of signs used in indicating breath-groups, etc. 

The reading numbers are not graded in difficulty, save that 
the easiest come first. However, they are transcribed at an 
increasing rate of speed from very slow and careful pronun
ciation to fairly rapid, resultant changes, omissions and short
enings being carefully indicated. Liaisons, breath-groups, 
stress, unvoicings and " L facultatif" are clearly noted as the 
stories progress. The International alfabet is used. In subject 
matter, the selection range from simple narrative and "jokes" 
to historical anecdote, with a vocabulary well within the aver
age range of a beginner. 

The book closes with three pages of drill-lists for twenty-two 
of the more difficult sounds, a concise summary of the sounds , 
and their usual spellings (which suggests the need of further . 
and more definite information) and a brief lfat of words for 
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phonetic analysis. Altogether, a practical, useful, suggestive 
text, easily accessible. 

Phonetic French Reader. S. A. Richards (London), E. P. Dut
ton & Co., New York, 3rd ed., revised and cor~Qted, viii and 
118 pp., boards. (Reprint of A French Phon-etic Reader, by 
S. A. Richards, J. M. Dent & Co., London.) 
A phonetic reader planned for use after the discontinua~ce 

of the exclusive use of phonetic script in the classroom. 
The choice of material, breadth of vocabulary and general 

arrangement do not warrant its use in elementary classes. 
It is, however, a very · serviceable book for second-year classes, 
already familiar with phonetic transcription. 

It is a simple two-part reader, with no expositional, explana
tory or prefatory m'atter, the first part composing twenty-eight 
pages of prose and thirty pages of verse transcription and the 
second part offering the normal spelling for the first section. 
The material is divided into fifty-two reading numbers, in
cluding '' devinettes, '' jokes, anecdotes, prose extracts from 
Fenelon, Dumas, Bossuet, Fontenelle, Lamartine, Hugo, Cha
teaubriand, etc., dramatic selections, ''chansons,'' fables from 
La Fontaine, and classic and romantic verse. The choice is well 
made. 

Breath-groups and phrase pauses are clearly indicated. Liai
sons have no special notation. Stressed vowels are indicated 
by heavy type-an excellent device for the aid of the English
speaking pupil. 

' Handy and pleasing in form, thorough and accurate in work-
manship, it makes an admirable text for the second year's drill. 

A Phonetic French Reader. Carl Heath (St. Dunstan's), George 
Bell and Sons, London, 1909; 87 pp., boards. Price, ls. 
(American agents, The Macmillan Co., New York.) 
A second-year reader, excellent in arrangement and choice 

of material, of such proportions as to permit its completion by 
weekly assignm~nts within the school year. 
' The alfabet (phonetic) and a two-page treatment of the 
vowel sounds and their equivalents and a French-English 
vocabulary for the selections are the only departures from the 
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text proper, which consists of forty selections, equally dis
tributed betwe·en prose and verse, of limited vocabulary, and 
ranging from anecdotes and fables to lyrics and serious prose 
_passages from Lamartine, Florian, Hugo, Fenelon, Chateau
briand, and others. 

The arrangement provides for the normal spelling opposite 
the transcription. The rate of transcription is uniform through
out. Neither _phrase-groups nor tonic vowels are indicated, 
and liaisons, although transcribed, have no special indication. 
Half-length is shown in many cases. Conservatism is the tone 
of the whole work. 

Premier Livre de Lecture, en transcription phonetique, par Paul 
Passy, Paris, Firmin-Didot, 1913, 6th ed.; 32 pp.; fr. 0.35. 
An interesting pamphlet, being the first of a series of three 

phonetic readers arranged for use in the early instruction of 
French children in reading. The method of instruction urged 
is similar to that used in our own schools. 

Each of the twenty-eight reading lessons develops a sub
stantive such as ''le chat,'' '' le chien, '' ''la vache, '' ''le cou
teau,'' ''la cigogne, '' etc. They introduce gradually the various 
parts of speech in their commonest usage, slowly develop more 
complex sentence structure and complete, with the last Jesson, 
the range of the French phonetic alfabet. A line drawing 
accompanies each lesson, offering a simple concept of the noun
theme of the lesson. 

For American students of French, of maturer years than 
those for whom the book was designed, the value of this primer 
would by no means be lessened. The loss of interest in subject 
matter would be offset by the increased interest in the pro
nunciation. 'fhe advantage of using a text in the teaching of 
the pronunciation of a modern language that does not tax the 
understanding of the pupil, is obvious. Furthermore, its com
pleteness and its brevity, together with its inexpensiveness, 
should make it worthy of our consideration. 
Chrestomathie Francaise, 1\:Iorceaux choisis de prose et de 

poesie, avec prononciation fignrec a l 'usage des etrangers, 
par Jean Passy (Paris) et Adolphe Rambeau (Johns Hop
kins), Preced'es d 'nne Introduction sur la methode phonetique, 
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Paris, Soulier; Leipzig, Teubner; New York, Henry Holt and . 
Co., 1897. 3rd ed., 1913; xxxiv -and 250 pp.; fr. 6. 
This chrestomathy of prose and verse with its selections 

given in the normal spelling opposite the phonetic transcription 
and its relatively complete expose of the work and principles 
of the movement instituted by the Assoc. Phon. Internationale, 
is the most pretentious and scholarly work of its kind and 
should find its way to the reference shelf of every teacher of 
French and the library of every school where French is a part 
of the curriculum. It is not a book designed for beginners. 
It is for advanced students of the language, teachers, seminars \ 
in phonetics and t eachers' courses. As such, it offers a full 
treatment of all phases of the language .as it is spoken, inchi
sive of certain dialect and of special circumstances. 

The Introduction states the principles of the Association, ex
plains in detail the nomenclature, formation and sound of each 
phonetic character of the International alfabet, discusses as
similaticm, syllabication, rhythm and stress, comments upon ex
isting similarities between English and French phonetics, notes 
the plan and purpose of the book and concludes with a selected 
bibliography on the Method. 

The text is divided into three sections. The first section, of 
prose and verse, consists of linguistic anecdotes, conundrums, 
amusing ''stories'' and popular ''chansons.'' The second part 
offers selections of prose from Taine, G. Paris, Thiers, Sarcey, 
Faguet and A. Daudet. The third is composed of fables from 
La Fontaine, poems from th~ foremost nineteenth century lyri
cists and a scene from Moliere 's Bourgeois Gentilhomme. 

In the transcriptions, heavy type marks the stressed syllable 
in the breath-group, which is itself clearly indicated by spacing. 
The rate of transcription varies with the nature of the selec
tions; similarly, the indication of the various phenomena of 
oral utterance varies at need. It should be remarked that the 
transcription represents an early phase of phonetic study. The 
years 1897-1917 have brought a better and wider understanding 
of the science of speech. 

Typographically, the book is remarkably accurate and clear
qualities too often lacking in m:ore recent phonetic texts. 

O . . F. BOND. 
University of Texas. 



FRENCH FOR ARMY CAMPS 

The entrance of the United States into the war has brought 
special opportunities for service and special responsibilities to 
every teacher of French. These special opportunities and re
sponsibilities are immediate and insistent. The service must be 

1rendered and there are few to render it. It should, therefore, 
have full consideration by every teacher of French in Texas. 

Plans for future service to the people in matters of French 
instruction should be forming in order to be put into effect as 
soon as possible, but it is more urgent and more vital that the 
present need of the army cam:ps for instruction in simple, prac
tical French be satisfied at once. 

Whether or not the service is possible for everyone, everyone 
should have a copy of an open letter to 1.'eachers of the Romance 
Languages in the United States of America sent out by a Com
mittee of seventeen Romance Language professors from thir
teen of our best universities. A copy of this letter may be had 
on request of Prof. Kenneth :McKenzie, University of Illinois, 
or of Prof. E. H. Wilkins, University of Chicago. It is a eall 
to arms for every teacher of French. 

F'or sound, practical, constructive, instruction of French to 
the soldiers, whether on a large scale or through private classes, 
a set of mimeographed Suggestions for the Organization of 
Courses in French in the Army Camps, issued by Prof. E. H. 
Wilkins, Vniversity of Chicago, and sent on request, leaves 
little to be desired. More extensive but less explicit directions 
for The 1.'eaching of French in the Camps, sent on request, may 
be had of M. Jean Picard, head of the French Information 
Bureau, New York City. Further, there is a useful little 
pamphlet issued on Educational Activities in the ·Traininq 
Camps by the Educational Bureau of the National War Work 
Council of the Y. M. C. A., 124 East 28th St., New York City. 
This pamphlet offers a limited bibliography of texts. 

Requests for further inform·ation of a practical nature, bibli
ographies, working details, organization problems, etc. may be 
referred to Mr. Otto F. Bond, University of Texas, Supervisor 
of the Army School in French at Camp Travis. 



COURSES IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES OFFERED IN THE 
SUMMER SESSION OF THE UNIVERSITY 

. OF TEXAS, 1918 

LATIN 

Pirst Term. 

In the first half of the summer school Miss Lavender will give 
two courses by the colloquial method; one for beginners in Latin, 
and one in Caesar. She will also give a course in elementary 
Latin writing. Mr. Lofberg is down for a course in Cicero's 
Manilian Law. Professor Fay will give a course in the Aeneid 
of Virgil (for Freshmen) ; and a course in the first book of 
Livy (for Sophomores or Jl;lniors). 

Second Term. 

In the second term Mr. Cook will carry on the beginners' 
coutse of the first half; .and give a term of Freshmen Latin in 
Cicero. Professor Penick will give a preparatory 1::ourse ~ 
Nepos' Liv€s or in the first book of the Aeneid; and a cou'rse in 
Pliny's LetterS' (for Juniors or Seniors). 

GREEK 

Pirst Term . 

. In the first term Mr. Lofberg will give the Greek-in-English 
course and a term in Lucian {second-year Greek) or some other 
author. He will also offer a graduate course privatim. 

Second Term. 

Professor Penick will offer a graduate course privatim. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

Throughout the first five days of the first term will be held a 
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Classical Teachers' Week, devoted to conferences, exercises, and 
illustrations and open without fees to all applicants. For one 
hour daily Mr. McCartney will give lectures with lantern slide 
illustrations touching high school authors (Caesar, Cicero, Vir
gil) ; Miss Lavender will give practical expositions and exer
cises in phrase reading (chiefly of the hexameter of Virgil). In 
Greek Mr. Lofberg and Professor Penick will be available for 
consulta:tion and instruction as request shall be made. 

GERMAN 

First Term. 

A. (/) Beginners' Course.-An introduction to the elements 
of pronunciation and grammar, together with practice in speak
ing and a moderate amount of easy reading. This course is 
open to all students of the summer session and may be substi
tuted for the fall term of German A of the long session.-Aseo
eiate Professor PURIN. 
· 1. (f) Composition and Readi:ng.-A continuation of Ger

man A, with greater stress on the acquisition of a good reading 
knowledge. Prerequisite: German A, or its equivalent.-Mr. 
KuRATH. · 

NOTE.-ln case of demand, German 2 (f) may be substituted 
for 1 (Y). 

11. ( w) A. Classical German Literature.-A survey of the 
development of' German literature from the Reformittion to 
Goethe's death. Sp·ecial .attention will be paid to the classical 
works of Goethe and Schiller. Reading lm~wledge o~ Germ1l.11 
is required. Prerequisite: German 2.-Mr. KuRATH. 

136s. A. Phonetics and Teachers' Course.-Introduction to 
phonetics, lectures and reports on methods of teaching fQreign 
languages, review of grammar frem the teacher's standpoint, 
study and criticism of te:irtbooks, and if pcissible, practice teach
ing. This course must be ngistered for as Education 136s. 
Prereqlilisite: German 2.-Associat~ Professor PuRIN. 

Second Term. 

A. (w) Beginners' Course.-The continuation of German 
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A (f). Prerequisite: German A (f) .-Professor PROKoscrr. 
1. ( w) or 2 ( w). Composition and Reading.-The contin

uation of German 1 (f) or 2 (f). Prerequisite: German 1 (f) 
or 2 (f) , respe'Ctively.-Adjunct Professor Drnz. 

11 (s) . A. Modern German Literature.-A survey of the 
development of German literature of the nineteenth century. 
Lectures, reading of selected texts, parallel readings, and re
ports. A reading knowledge of German is required. Prerequi
site: German 2.-Adjunct Professor DIEZ. 

NoTE.-In case of demand, German 11 (f) (German Litera
ture of the Middle Ages) may be substntuted for German 
11 (s). i 

124w. A. Historical German Grammar.-An analysis of the 
sounds and forms of German from . a historical standpoint, with 
special reference to the relations between German and English. 
The course is intended for teachers of German, and also for 
those wishing an insight into the evolution of the German lan
guage.-Professor PRoKoscrr. 

FRENCH 

First Term. 

Beginners' Course.-A course for beginners by the direct 
method. The class meets two hours a day. Text-book: New
son 's First French Book. It is equivalent to the Fall and 
Winter terms of French of the long session.-Mr. BOND. 

Teachers' Course.-This course will "Consist of a brief intro
duction to phonetics, a discussion of methods and text-books, and 
oral and written drills on selected grammatical topics. In view 
of the urgency of the demands for French teachers the prereq
uisite is two years only. The exact character of the work will 
be determined . by the needs of those who register. May be 
counted as the Fall term of French 2 of the long session.-Pro
fessor V1LLAVASO. 

Reading and Modern French Literature.-A rapid reading 
course, with some reference to contemporary literature. Pre
requisite: Two years of French. May be counted as the Win-

I 
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ter term of French 2, if taken in conjunction with the preceding 
course.-Prdfessor VILLAVASO. 

Second Term. 

Beginners' Course.-A continuation of the beginners' course 
described above. The class meets twice a day. May be counted 
as the equivalent of the Spring term of French A and the Fall 
term of French 1 of the long session.-Miss WHEATLY . 

.. SPANISH 

First Term. 

Spanish A. An elementary course in Spanish, by the dfrect 
method. The class meets twice a day. Equivalent to the Fall 
and Winter terms of Spanish A · of the long session. 

Spanish 1. Equivalent to the Fall term of Spanish 1 of the 
long session. Prerequisite: Spanish 1. 

Spanish 22. The equivalent of the spring term of Spanish 22 
of the long session. 'An elementary lecture course, with parallel 
reading, all in Spanish, on Spanish-American customs and insti
tutions. 

Spanish 123. Teachers' course in Spanish. 
Spanish 106. Spanish-American . novel and drama. 

Second 'I: erm. 

Spanish A. The continuation of Spanish A above. Equiva
lent to the Spring term of .Spanish A of the long session. 

Spanish 1. The continuation of Spanish 1 above. Equivalent 
to the Winter term of Spanish 1 of the long session. The Win
ter term will be given also, if there is a sulficient demand. 

Spanish 15.. The modern Spanish novel. Equivalent to the 
Pall term of Spanish 15 of the long sesison. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE MODERN LANGUAGE SECTION . 
OF THE STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION 

Mrs. Margaret L. Sargent, chairman, c11lled the meeting to 
order at 9 :30 in the W. 0. W. hall. After the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting, the reports of committees were 
called for. The Committee on Realien had no report to make. 
The Committee on University Entrance Requirements reported 
that there is not now any divergence between the standards.of 
the School of German of the University of Texas and the School 
of Visitation, and further, that the requirements in German are 
not excessive. 

The chairman reported that as a result of a questionnaire sent 
out to the modern langua ge teachers it was evident that they 
favor aural and oral tests for entrance requirements. Miss 
Sargent pointed out that this would result in, (1) betterteachers 
and greater efficiency in modern language teaching, (2) more 
use ~f the language itself. This precipitated a lively discussion 
of .the merits of the direct method, and resulted in the adoption 
of a motion that the modern language section recommend that 
for the next year there be optional examinations, partly oral 
or all written, but that thereafter (i . e., beginning in 1919) the 
·examinations be partly oral. 

Ways and means of stimulating interest in the Foreign Lan
guage T eachers' Bulletin wh~ch is published by the University 
of Texas were then discussed. It was pointed out that this 
bulletin has not appeared as often as .it should because the mate
l'ial to fi ll it has not been at hand. The editors do not wish to 
fill the pages with contributions of their own. They offer to the 
foreign language teachers of Texas sixteen. blank pages four 
times a year, and urge all to send contrilfutions of s0me kind , 
either 'Criticisms, discussions, news items, or per~onals. A mo
tion was made and carried that the chairman appoint a com
mittee of three to select editors from the schools of Texas' to see 
that the ~Foreign Language T eachers' BuUetin be filled. The 
chairman announced that she would leave the appoi11tment. of 
this committee to the incoming chairman. 

The election of officers for the ensuing year resulted as fol_ 
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lows: Mr. W. E. Metzenthin, associate professor of Germanic 
languages, University of Texas, president; Miss Kate Griffith, 
assistant professor of German, Baylor University, secretary. 

The section then divided into groups and the following pro
gram was rendered : 
1. Oral Practice-Its Purpose, Means and Difficulties. 

(a) German Department, ProfessDr H. W. Wolfe, \Vax
ahachie. 

(b) Spanish Department, Mr. Ben H. Moore, Cleburne. 
· Discussion. 

2. Practical Methods to Create Interest in Modern Language 
Work. 
(a) German Department, Miss Johanna L. Runge, 

Tyler. 
(b) Spanish Department, Miss Mabel Hare, T. C. U., 

Fort Worth. 
( c). French Department, Miss Lina Perlitz, College of 

Industrial Art<;, Denton. 
3. Library Tools for the Modern Language Teacher, Mr. J. R 

Richards, T. C. U., Fort Worth. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE CLASSICAL SECTION OF THE 
STATE TEACHERS' ASSOCIA'J'ION 

\ 
Two sessions were held at the recent meeting of the generai -

association, one Thanksgiving day and t:ke other the following 
day. Both of them were well attended, but the teachers who 
need the instruction and the inspiration most do not attend. 
This is true of most organizations, including the chureh, but it 
seems that the meetings must be kept up for the mutual encour
agement and comfort of even tlte enthusiasts. Of course, there 
is always much value in the exchange of views among the know
ing ones. 

The following papers were presented and several of them 
provoked much discussion: 

"The Minimum Library Equipment for the High School 
Latin Course,'' Miss Alice Cowan, Trinity University, Waxa
hachie. 

"Some Caesar Episodes," Miss Ruby Terrell, Commerce 
Normal School. 

"A Lesson in Virgil," Book IV, 305-324, Prof~ssor E. W. 
Fay, University of Texas, Austin. 

''Some Unintentional Services from Our Critics,'' Professor 
Clyde Murley, Southern Methodist University, Dallas. 

''A Lesson in Caesar Taught by the Direct Method,'' Miss 
Roberta Lavender, University of Texas. Austin. 

Attention was called to the publication of the Classical Asso
ciation of the Middle West and South, the Classical Journal, 
and to the Classical Weekly of Columbia, and many subscrip
tions were secured for both. A large number of those present 
asked that the University Foreign Language Teachers' Bulletin 
be mailed to them. 

NOTICE •· 
Every teacher of Glassies should have the book just issued 

by the Princeton Press, entitled The Value of the Cl<Msics. If 
you will write to Professor J. W. Downer, of Baylor University, 
Waco, he can get it for you for 85 cents. Don't fail to add this 
very valuable book to your library at once. 



SCHOLARSHIPS OFFERED BY THE ORDER OF THE 
SONS OF HERMANN 

In different parts of the State there are no doubt teachers 
and students of German who are looking forward to spending a 
year or more of study at the University or at one ot the five 
Normal Colleges of the State. To such the following announce
ment will be of interest. For a number of years the Texas 
Chapter of the Order of the Sons of Hermann have distributed 
some $1,200 annually in the form of prizes to students of high 
standing in the University of Texas and in the five No:rmal Col
leges in the State. At the Jast meeting of the Grand Lodge 
this amount was materially increased and the method of ap
pointment improved. Instead of awarding a number of com
paratively small prizes on the basis of competitive examination!!, 
$1,000 will be distributed equally in the form of $100 scholar
ships to students in the four Normal Colleges and the College 
of Industrial Arts at .Denton; $250 will be awarded to one stu
dent qualified to do graduate work in German, and $125 each 
to two seniors in the University of Texas. Applications for the 
academic year 1918-1919 should be submitted before March 15, 
1918, to Professor W. E. Metzenthin, Austin, Texas, who will 
be glad to forward proper blanks and to give such other in
formation as may be desired. 












