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UT Austin has more 
emergency call boxes on 
campus than almost any oth-
er of the 10 largest universi-
ties in Texas, second only to 
UT Arlington. 

More than 170 police call 
boxes, or “blue lights,” are 
dispersed across campus. In 
comparison with other state 
universities such as Texas 
A&M University and Texas 
Tech University, UT has one 
of the highest densities of call 
boxes per acre in Texas. 

“I like to know that we’re 
a leader in that regard,” said 
Michael Murphy, UTPD 
community outreach officer. 
“I believe that our depart-
ment has really taken steps to 
do what we can to make this 
campus a safer place.”

Bob Harkins, associate 
vice president of campus 
safety and security, said the 
number of call boxes has 
more or less stayed the same 
over the past several years, 
aside from the call boxes 
added because of the con-
struction of the Dell Med-
ical School. Following the 
death of Haruka Weiser last 
spring, accounting junior 
Amanda Lanter started a 
petition to add more emer-
gency call boxes to campus, 
but it fell short of the 1,000 
signature goal and no action 

was taken.
The emergency call boxes 

are usually used when stu-
dents are lost or press the 
buttons accidentally rather 
than in emergency situations, 
Harkins said. He said police 
call boxes are becoming less 
essential to campus safety in 
the current age of technology 

when almost every student 
carries a cell phone.

“The call box gives the feel-
ing and perception of safety,” 
Harkins said. “I’m not sure 
they play a real vital role in 
terms of our campus safety 
and security.”

Murphy said although 
the boxes aren’t frequently 

used for emergencies, they 
are still a necessary feature 
on campus. 

“I would rather have the 
call boxes out there for 100 
years and never receive an 
emergency call on it until 
the day that someone needs 
them,” Murphy said. 

Isaiah Carter, former  

Student Government chief 
of staff, said the University 
should add as many safety 
measures as possible. Carter 
currently oversees the SURE 
Walk program.

“Safety is a priority and 
should be a priority all of the 

The UT Police Depart-
ment issued a criminal 
trespass warning on You-
Tuber Connor Murphy last 
week after he repeatedly 
entered Gregory Gymnasi-
um illegally to film videos 
for his channel. 

Murphy is best known 
on YouTube as a prankster 
and fitness personality, with 
nearly 700,000 channel sub-
scribers and hundreds of 
thousands of views per video. 
Many of his videos in recent 
weeks have been filmed in 
Gregory Gymnasium as well 
as various locations in and 
around campus, including 
in front of the UT Tower and 
on Guadalupe Street. Last 
Monday, a gym staff mem-
ber called UTPD after seeing 
Murphy sneak into the gym 
to film his videos for the sec-
ond time this semester.

Murphy was first report-
ed to UTPD by the same 
Gregory Gymnasium staff 
member on March 9, but by 
the time officers arrived on 
scene, Murphy had left the 

At a time when several 
student organizations are 
working to encourage con-
versation about sexual vio-
lence, some fear a bill passed 
by the Senate would halt 
their progress.

Senate Bill 576, authored 
by Sen. Joan Huffman, 
R-Houston, would require 

student organization leaders 
to report any information 
they witness or hear regard-
ing sexual assaults to the 
University’s Title IX office.

Students in these posi-
tions who fail to make a 
report in a timely manner 
would be suspended for at 
least a year and face poten-
tial expulsion. Huffman said 
she hopes the bill would 
provide more accurate num-
bers of sexual assault occur-
rences on college campuses. 

“By confronting the 
prevalence of these crimes 
through the reporting re-
quirements in this bill, Texas 
colleges can take their first 
steps toward eliminating 
sexual assault and violence,” 
Huffman said last week 
when the full Senate voted 
on the bill.

Currently, faculty, staff, 
teaching assistants and res-
ident assistants are required 
to report in these instances. 
LaToya Smith, UT’s Title 

IX Coordinator, said failure 
of these individuals to re-
port known instances result 
in University disciplinary 
action ranging from a ver-
bal warning to termination 
depending on the circum-
stance. There are no manda-
tory reporting requirements 
for students not employed in 
one of these positions. 

Meridith McDonald, gov-
ernment junior and presi-
dent of Not On My Campus, 
an organization dedicated 

to promoting conversation 
about sexual assault pre-
vention, said she believes 
the bill would discourage 
survivors who do not want 
their cases investigated from 
seeking the help of friends 
who may hold leadership 
positions. McDonald said 
mandatory reporting would 
change her relationship with 
those in her organization.

“It would redefine my 

Student Government had 
an eventful meeting Tuesday 
night with six new pieces of 
legislation on topics from organ 
donation to underage drinking.

SG announced its support 
of Texas House Bill 1938, 
which would create an opt-out 
organ donation policy on driv-
er’s license registration, mak-
ing organ donation the default 
option on all driver’s licenses 
for those 18 years or older.

Nursing senior Kelsey 
Mumford, representative from 
the School of Nursing, said HB 
1938 is a bipartisan bill awaiting  
committee hearing.

“The age group that college 
students are in constitutes the 
highest percentage of registered 
organ donors right now,” Mum-
ford said. “Students are already 
leading the way to increasing 
organ donation rates in Texas 
… (The bill simply) chang-
es the wording in the Texas  
Transportation Code.”

Assembly resolution 2 is in 
support of Texas HB 1999 to 
reduce the penalty for a minor 
for purchasing, possessing or 
consuming alcohol from a mis-
demeanor to a civil infraction 
for the first and second viola-
tions. The third violation would 
remain a Class C misdemeanor 
but not result in jail time.

Santiago Rosales, new SG 
chief of staff, said HB 1999 
would provide benefits to 
minors who are caught in  

situations not entirely in  
their control.

“Keeping those reasons in 
mind, there is a push in the Leg-
islature to lower the offenses so 
people who find themselves 
in these situations don’t find 
themselves out of jobs or schol-
arships,” finance junior Rosales 
said. “Really, the way we should 
be approaching these issues is 
as public health issues instead 
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The University of Texas at 
Dallas will provide students 
with the chance to live in gen-
der-inclusive housing this up-
coming fall semester, causing 
some UT Austin students to 
want the same option. 

“(The new housing option 
is) a really good step forward 
for equality for the trans com-
munity,” said biology junior 
Chris Dominy, who identifies 
as a transgender male. “Not 
only do we have transgender 
women and men but we also 
have non-binary students 
who wouldn’t feel comfort-
able being forced to live in a 
binary dormitory.” 

The new housing initia-
tive came from a task force 
UTD organized to address 
students needs, said Cather-
ine Pickrel, director of Resi-
dential Life. Residential Life 
is an office that aims to pro-

vide on-campus housing for  
students at UTD.  

Pickrel said students are 
provided a third option 
on their application if they 
want to do gender-inclusive 
housing through Residential 
Life. The students, despite 
what gender they identify as, 
would be able to room with 
other students who also chose 
the same option. 

According to The Mercu-
ry, a weekly student publi-
cation at UTD, UTD is the 
only institution in the UT 
System to provide this op-
tion, however this could not 
be confirmed by Jenny La-
Coste-Caputo, executive di-
rector of media relations and 
external communications for  
the UT System. 

At UT Austin, students are 
provided the option to room 
with other students who 
identify as the same gender 
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time,” government junior 
Carter said. “It just takes one 
student not having access to 
resources that could have in-
deed saved their life.”

Carter said he would like 
to see more call boxes add-
ed to campus, particularly 
in the West Campus area. 
He said the dense popula-
tion of students living in 
West Campus and the lack 
of safety features make the 
area less safe at night than 
the main campus. 

Undeclared freshman 
Alejandra Chapa lives in 
West Campus and said 
she would feel safer at 
night with added emer-
gency call boxes. She also 
said the main campus has 
enough call boxes, but it 
is difficult for students to  
find them.

“I think it would be 
useful to let people know 
where they are,” Chapa said. 

Because of UT’s changing 
campus and construction, 
the University is currently 
in the process of doing a 
study on existing call box-
es and their placement,  
Harkins said. 

“I think that an invest-
ment in call boxes is an 
investment in the safety of 
our campus,” Murphy said. 
“I’m quite certain that more 
will be installed.”

ASSAULT  
continues from page 1

role, and it won’t let me 
be so much of a peer 
and an ally anymore,”  
McDonald said.

Smith said she has heard 
from students that the bill’s 
mandatory reporting re-
quirements may make oth-
ers more fearful of talking 
about their sexual assualts. 

“I have spoken to certain 
students and when I have 
spoken to survivors, there 
has been a concern that it 
would be a chilling effect 
if student organization 
leaders were required to re-
port,” Smith said. 

The bill states these re-
quirements are only ap-
plicable to student leaders 
who obtain information 
about the incidence of 
sexual violence while they 
are acting in their official 
capacity as an officer of a 
student organization. Stu-
dents are acting in this 
capacity when they are 
on property owned by the 
student organization or 
at an event sponsored by  
the organization. 

Sen. Kirk Watson, 
D-Austin, was the only sen-
ator to vote against the bill 
last Tuesday. Watson said 
the mandatory reporting 
requirement for students 
would go against Huff-
man’s stated purpose of  

increasing reports to the 
universities and would in-
stead curb conversations 
surrounding sexual assaults 
on campus. An amend-
ment Watson proposed 
that would have taken out 
the student reporting re-
quirements failed by a vote 
of 16-13. 

The provisions in the bill 
would also apply to soror-
ity and fraternity leaders. 
Joanna Meyer, president of 
the Christian sorority Sig-
ma Phi Lambda, said she is 
lucky she hasn’t had to deal 
with this situation as an of-
ficer. However, Meyer said if 
the bill passes she would still 
want to protect the anonym-
ity of anyone who wants to 
confide in her, but sees the 
potential benefits of the bill. 

“I think it would be 

awkward at first and peo-
ple may be more scared 
to, but after the fact, I 
think it is ensuring more 
safety,” Meyer, a manage-
ment information systems  
junior, said.

As a member of Alpha 
Phi, McDonald said she 
believes the bill would 
infringe on the unre-
strained access she has to  
her leaders. 

“One of the most central 
elements of organizations 
like sororities and frater-
nities is having a support 
system that can help you 
in any experience you may 
encounter,” McDonald 
said. “This bill would pun-
ish members of the Greek 
community for listening to 
their members and helping 
them recover.”

WORKOUT 
continues from page 1

area, Capt. Gonzalo Gonzalez 
said. When the staff member 
called UTPD to report the 
incident last Monday, officers 
were able to arrive on scene 
before Murphy left the area 
and issued him a criminal 
trespass warning. 

“(Murphy isn’t) a student 
or staff member, and he didn’t 
have a guest pass or anything,” 
Gonzalez said. “That’s consid-
ered a theft of service, when 
you’re supposed to pay (for a 
membership) through your 
fees, because the gym isn’t 
open to the public for free.”

The criminal trespass 
warning does not require 
Murphy to pay a fine or  

appear in court, however, it 
does restrict him from Uni-
versity property if he has 
no reason to be on campus,  
Gonzalez said.

“If we see him out here and 
he’s applying to go to school, 
or applying for a job, or he’s 
here at a baseball game or a 
concert, we would not arrest 
him because he’s got legiti-
mate business here,” Gonza-
lez said. “If he’s just out here 
videotaping like he’s been do-
ing for his YouTube channel, 
we would make an arrest for 
criminal trespassing.”

UT Recreational Sports 
staff members currently be-
lieve Murphy used an existing 
member’s ID to sneak into 
the weight room facilities, 
said Jennifer Speer, director 

for communications for Rec-
reational Sports. Speer said 
it’s unclear how many times 
Murphy used another ID to 
enter the gym. 

In one of Murphy’s videos 
around the time of the first 
incident, he is seen inside 
Gregory Gymnasium hold-
ing a censored ID card that 
he said he borrowed from a 
friend to get inside.

“We have all different types 
of memberships, so we don’t 
know right now (whose ID) 
it was,” Speer said. “All fa-
cilities on campus are open 
to UT students and affili-
ates, and since this young 
man is neither of those, we 
know that (he got) into our  
facilities illegally.”

Murphy posted a video 

taken the day of the incident 
late last week. As the UTPD 
officers, whose identities are 
censored, issued the crimi-
nal trespass warning, Mur-
phy stopped to interact with 
student fans, including gov-
ernment junior Omar Farid, 
before leaving the area. 

Farid said restricting 
Murphy from all cam-
pus property seemed like a  
harsh punishment. 

“If he really did use an-
other person’s ID to sneak 
in, then I understand him 
getting banned from the 
gym,” Farid said. “UTPD’s 
decision to ban him from 
the entire campus is a little 
excessive. I don’t think a 
YouTube entertainer is en-
dangering our students.”

HOUSING
continues from page 1
as them, but the choice is not 
formally placed on any ap-
plication, according to Aar-
on Voyles, interim director 
for occupancy management  
and conferences. 

“We use the gender that is 
on the application or if a stu-
dent already lives with us, the 
gender from the registrar,” 
said Voyles, also the associate 
director for student learning 
and development. “If a stu-
dent were to update their gen-
der marker with the registrar 

and alert us, we’ll work with 
that student to figure out what 
the best housing option would 
be for them.”

Voyles said the Division 
of Housing & Food Service 
is working with the Univer-
sity Residence Hall Associa-
tion to provide an option for 
gender-inclusive housing at 
the reconstructed Creekside 
Residence Hall. Voyles said 
this option will be seriously 
considered for the students 
because they have the right 
to feel at home if they live  
on campus. 

Although some students 

see this as a step forward for 
transgender and non-bina-
ry students, others fear this 
new housing option would 
increase the likelihood of 
transgender and non-binary 
students being harassed.

“People think that when 
there is a group of margin-
alized people and people 
know about that space being 
available, it’s much easier for 
it to be targeted,” said health 
promotion sophomore Len 
Rudd, who identifies as a gen-
derqueer person, someone 
who neither identifies as male 
or female. 

Voyles said the Division 
of Housing & Food Services 
aims to address this fear by 
working with students one-
on-one to make sure they feel 
comfortable wherever they 
decide to live. 

“We really want to do 
what’s going to make the stu-
dent feel safe,” Voyles said. 
“Every student has a different 
level of comfort and every-
one has a different expecta-
tion of what they want their 
living space to be. We’re not 
trying to provide a blanket 
solution with what to do with  
individual students.”

Ann Moris| Daily Texan Staff
UT’s Title IX Coordinator LaToya Smith speaks to students 
who are victims of sexual assault, and raises concern on 
the influence of Senate Bill 576 towards future attitudes on 
discussing sexual assault on campus.

of criminal issues.”
In addition, SG introduced 

A.R. 3 to implement a system 
to display declared minors and 
certificates on student transcripts 
and A.R. 4 to eliminate guessing 
penalties on grades in “flipped” 
classes in which students learn 
through out-of-class content.

SG proposed A.R. 5 , which 
commemorated Margaret C. 
Berry, a distinguished alum-
na who died just after mid-
night Sunday at the age of 
101, and A.R. 6 in support of 
UT joining the Energy Olym-
piad Competition, an innova-
tion-based pitch competition 
to foster energy initiatives.

“The goal is to put UT as one 
of the premier energy leaders,” 
petroleum engineering soph-
omore Karan Jerath said. “Not 
only will it put UT on the map 
as an energy school, it will also 
help in terms of recruiting 
bright minds because one com-
ponent is getting high schoolers 
involved as well.”

SG also appointed its new Ex-
ecutive Board at the meeting.
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Federal judge strikes down voter ID law

Infographic by Rena Li | Daily Texan Staff
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Through the promotion of mental health awareness, six brave 
students share their stories and personal struggleshoping to 
raise awareness for mental disorders. 
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CMHC event offers platform 
for mental health struggles

Depression and anxiety once 
consumed neuroscience junior 
Justin Ahamed’s life — until he 
opened up about his struggles 
and finally accepted help.

“Sometimes, I feel every-
thing,” Ahamed said. “I’m 
overwhelmed with stress, with 
despair, with a torrent of emo-
tion so powerful that it knocks 
you off your feet. The whispers 
in my mind would echo that 
no one cared about me … that 
no one wanted me.”

Ahamed, who shared his 
personal experience with 
mental health at the Texas 
Mental Health Monologues 
Tuesday night, said finding the 
right medication and resourc-
es was a long process but ulti-
mately worth it.

“Being vulnerable and ask-
ing for help is one of the most 
humbling sensations, but it’s 
what helped me get the re-
sources that I needed to feel 
better,” Ahamed said. “There’s 
no one pill that fixes it all. It’s a 
big process of trial and error.”

The event, which was part 
of Mental Health Promotion 
Week, had six speakers, three 
musical performers and around 
100 student attendees. Hosted 
by the CMHC, the monologues 
were written by student volun-
teers who practiced their perfor-
mances for eight weeks with the 

help of coaches at the CMHC.
Marian Trattner, suicide 

prevention coordinator for the 
CMHC, said the monologues 
allowed students to have a 
more intimate conversation.

“Students are going to re-
late more to their peers than 
having a keynote speaker, 
and it also normalizes that all 
students have mental health,” 
Trattner said. “It can help stu-
dents in the audience realize 
that mental health is just a part 
of the human experience.”

Several mental health re-
source groups, such as the 
National Alliance on Mental 
Illness student organization, 
tabled at the event as well.

Social work junior Yanusha 
Yogarajah, who performed 
“Ex-Factor” by Lauryn Hill, 
said having dealt with depres-
sion herself, she wishes this 
event had been held earlier.

“This event is so needed on a 
campus like UT, because men-
tal health is very much stigma-
tized and there’s no conversa-
tion about it, even though a 
huge portion of the population 
deals with some kind of mental 
health issue,” Yogarajah said.

Yogarajah said she hopes 
the performances help stu-
dents in the audience feel less 
alone and use the resources 
available to them.

“It will get better if you 
reach out,” Yogarajah said. 
“Substantially better.”

The McCombs School of 
Business’ Bachelor of Busi-
ness Administration program 
celebrated its 100th birthday 
last night.

The McCombs Student 
Life Organization hosted a 
birthday party featuring an 
appearance from Bevo, per-
formances by Texas Cheer 
and Pom and speeches by 
David Platt, Associate Dean 
for Undergrad Programs and 
alumnus Sam Acho, a line-
backer for the Chicago Bears. 
Despite a last-minute change 
in location because of rain, 
hundreds of students filled 
the atrium inside the business 
building. Platt said the event is 
meant to celebrate the current 
school as well as its history.

“The evolution of Mc-
Combs over the last hundred 
years has not been linear,” 
Platt said. “We started as a 
wooden shack and two pro-
fessors, then our students left 
for World War II and came 

back after the GI bill. Then we 
matched demand to resources 
and created a business foun-
dation that lasted till today.”

Platt said although there is 
nothing particularly magical 
about one year or another, he 
does feel honored to be part of 
McCombs’ future.

“We are revising our strat-
egy for McCombs,” Platt 
said. “We will be targeting 
entrepreneurship and a 
collaboration with the Dell 
Medical School in health-
care. We are also looking at 
some facility changes like 
the new MBA building and 
adding some classrooms in 
the current building.”

Platt said the busi-
ness school will keep its  
core mission.

“I am proud of where we 
are today,” Platt said. “I hope 
our students continue to grow 
into the ideals of the Univer-
sity, which is to serve greater 
mankind. I hope they go on to 
have rewarding lives, however 
they define that.”

Eric Hunt, undergraduate 

Business Council BBA chair, 
said the purpose of the event 
is to show that McCombs 
cares about its students.

“Some people might think 
of McCombs as very aca-
demic and competitive,” said 
Hunt, supply chain manage-
ment junior. “In reality, we 
want to be more inclusive and 
collaborative. I think we need 
to let students know that it’s 
okay to do something other 
than investment banking or 
management or consulting. 
McCombs will support you 
no matter what you do.”

Business freshman Aley-
iah Pena said although she 
feels special to be part of 
McCombs, she hopes its fu-
ture includes a more diverse 
student body.

“I think we can do better 
in diversity,” Pena said. “Only 
14 percent of our students are 
underrepresented minorities. 
That number could probably 
be higher. As a Hispanic, it 
makes me proud to see oth-
er Hispanic students in the  
business school.”

By Jenan Taha 
@Jenan_a_taha

By Lisa Dreher  
& Albert Zhao 
@lisa_dreher97 
@_albertzhao

By Ashley Liu
@ashley_liu111

A federal judge struck 
down a Texas voter iden-
tification law Monday for 
the second time, saying it 
intentionally discriminated 
against minority voters.

U.S. District Judge Nelva 
Gonzales Ramos repeated 
her 2014 arguments that a 
2011 voter ID law dispro-
portionately barred Afri-
can-American and Latino 
voters from the ballot. 

The law, passed by a 
Republican-led State Leg-
islature, requires voters to 
present one of six forms 
of identification: driver’s 
licenses, military IDs, pass-
ports, concealed handgun 
licenses, personal ID cards 
issued by the Depart-
ment of Public Safety and 
citizenship certificates.

Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick, who 
co-authored the bill, said it 

would prevent voter fraud, 
but Ramos said it does not 
allow a wide range of iden-
tification compared to other 
states with similar laws. 

“The terms of the bill were 
unduly strict,” Ramos wrote 
in Monday’s ruling. “Many 
categories of acceptable pho-
to IDs permitted by other 
states were omitted from the 
Texas bill.”

Texas Attorney General 
Ken Paxton has yet to an-
nounce whether he will ap-
peal Ramos’ ruling to the 
U.S. Supreme Court. Paxton 
said lawmakers are working 
on a law better suited to sur-
vive court scrutiny at a Texas 
Asian Republican Assembly 
meeting last Tuesday.

“We are in the middle 
of passing a voter ID law, 
hopefully in the next cou-
ple months,” Paxton said. “I 
want to make sure we pass 
something that works based 
on what the Legislature  
already passed.”

Paxton could appeal 

Ramos’ ruling to the U.S. 
Fifth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, which in 2014 asked 
Judge Ramos to reevaluate 
her assessment of the law’s 
discriminatory intent. 

Law professor Lucas Powe 
said Texas will likely appeal 
to the Fifth Circuit and po-
tentially reverse Ramos’ rul-
ing because it is conservative.

Powe said no matter what 
the Fifth Circuit rules, ei-
ther losing party will likely 
appeal the case to the Su-
preme Court. Powe said he 
agrees with Ramos’ reason-
ing because minorities are 
institutionally economically 
disadvantaged compared to 
white voters.

“In the first trial of the 
case, there was a black wom-
an who needed to get a birth 
certificate,” Powe said. “She 
pointed out that she and her 
kids live on $344 a month on 
social security disabilities, 
and she responded ‘You can’t 
eat a birth certificate.’”

Philosophy professor 

Daniel Bonevac said in an 
email Ramos’ arguments 
were weak and didn’t 
identify a discriminatory 
aspect to the law.

“Any ineligible voter who 
casts a ballot is nullifying 
the effect of a legitimate 
voter’s ballot,” Bonevac 
said. “If groups opposed to 
voter ID laws spent a small 
fraction of the money they 
spend on legal action to 
help people without photo 
IDs get them, the problem 
would be solved.”

Sean Sellers, finance 
and Plan II senior, said he 
is against Texas’ law but 
understands its intent to  
protect elections.

“(The law is) pretty unnec-
essary because there is very 
little proof of widespread 
voter fraud,” Sellers said. “But 
I don’t think everybody who 
is in favor of them is neces-
sarily trying to hurt seniors 
or minorities who don’t have 
as much access or historically 
not as much.”

McCombs BBA commemorates 
100th birthday with celebration

Photographer here | Daily Texan Staff
David Platt, Associate Dean of the BBA program, talks about the history and future of 
the McCombs Business School. The McCombs School of Business celebrated its 100th 
birthday of its BBA program last night. 

pursue
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Applying to UT as an out-of-state student 
felt like the odds were stacked against me. This 
feeling came because of the top 10 percent rule, 
and the fact that those automatic admittees ac-
count for 75 percent of incoming freshman to 
UT. Now a Senate committee is considering 
getting rid of the top 10 percent rule and free-
ing UT from the restrictions it imposes. Senate 
Bill 2119, authored by Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Am-
arillo, aims to do just this, allowing public state 
universities to judge all applicants based on 
their own admissions criteria.

The top 10 percent rule was adopted by the 
Legislature in 1997 as a means to automatically 
admit the top 10 percent of graduating classes 
from Texas high schools to Texas public univer-
sities. The rule was not well thought out, as it 
had to be changed shortly after for UT in 2009, 
capping automatic admission at 75 percent of 
the incoming class, or around the top 8 percent. 
This shift was made because a disproportion-
ate amount of students who met this rule were 
choosing to attend UT, and by 2008 they made 
up 81 percent of the incoming freshman class.

Poorly thought out in its design, this rule was 
even worse in its execution. The original intent 
of the rule was to increase the ethnic diversity 
on Texas campuses. And though according to 

a Texas Tribune analysis this is increasing the 
number of Hispanic students at UT, it’s still not 
doing enough for diversity. It’s still less likely 
that students from poorer majority-minority 
schools will attend UT even if they can be au-
tomatically admitted under the top 10 percent 
rule. If the rule were to be repealed, UT has said 
it would drastically change the holistic admis-
sions process to bring more diversity to campus.

It’s also very likely that UT could miss out on 
a more qualified candidate for an admission spot 
due to this rule. Trying to get their students in the 
top 10 percent has led to parents sending their 
students to local or neighborhood high schools 
instead of more competitive magnet schools, thus 
giving them an easier chance to make the cut. 
The Texas Tribune has also reported that because 
the rule admits students who attend less rigorous 
high schools, they drop out of UT because they’re 
not adequately academically prepared.

This rule is not fair to students who 
choose to take more rigorous courses to 
better prepare them for college and miss 
out on making the top 10 percent. There 
are reports of Texas high school students 
who were admitted to Stanford but not UT, 
because of where they ranked in their class. 
This is hurting UT, as it holds us back from 
admitting top students — a phenomenon 
that UT System Chancellor William McRa-
ven agrees with.

It limits the number of out-of-state and in-

ternational students the school can admit as 
well, meaning the majority of the population 
are Texas residents without any assurance that 
they deserve to be there. SB 2119 is a neces-
sary measure to repeal a rule that has only hurt 
Texas public universities and prevented them 

from rising in national rankings. Getting rid of 
the rule is the only way to keep UT competitive 
at a national level and to ensure that the best 
students are admitted.

Berdanier is a philosophy junior from 
Boulder, Colorado. 
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Top ten percent rule proves ineffectiveness
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Budget day exemplifies Patrick’s lost influence
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Inadequate education contributes to sexual assault 
COLUMN
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Conventional wisdom has long intimated 
that the Texas governorship, compared to 
its companions in the other states, is a rela-
tively weak position. The retort of the “Texas 
Monthly crowd” in both the years before my 
birth and of my infancy was that it was, in 
fact, the lieutenant governor who controlled 
the biggest sliver of power in the state. But 
perhaps the reality today is much more com-
plex, with there being a lot of regional chief-
tains and no main emperor. 

The old reasoning was rather straightfor-
ward. The lieutenant governor is a direct-
ly-elected position with almost despotic pow-
er over the State Senate. When the Legislature 
is in town, the so-called “Lite Guv” often has 
the most power of anyone in the Capitol. This 
was put on full display in the past with leg-
ends such as Bill Hobby and Bob Bullock oc-
cupying the position. 

When I was just six years old, this appeared 
to change. Rick Perry became governor, and 
served an unprecedented more than 14 years 
in office. There are three main modest powers 
of the governor: to veto, to call special sessions 
and to unilaterally fill vacancies in many oth-
erwise-elected executive positions. They were 
nimbly, aggressively used by Perry, who con-
solidated his power to an unheard level. State 
politics were dominated by him, and many is-
sues rose and died on his caprices.

In 2015, when Greg Abbott succeeded 
Perry as governor, the aforementioned Texas 
Monthly crowd began to openly wonder if 
this new arrangement would continue, or if 
a regression toward normalcy would occur. 

After all, the lieutenant governor for almost 
all of Perry’s term, David Dewhurst, was as 
unprecedentedly weak as Perry was strong.

As this year’s session of the State Legisla-
ture has dragged on, some have found it easy 
to return to the pre-Perry era. Texas Month-
ly editorialized wildly in February about Lt. 
Gov. Dan Patrick, the bombastic Tea Party 
darling who defeated Dewhurst in the 2014 
Republican primary. He was described on 
their cover as, simply, “In Charge.” And the 
primacy of his relevance over Abbott, who re-
mains as silent as Paul Ryan’s conscience, this 
session is unchallenged. 

But last Thursday, another contender arose 
and asported Patrick’s putative crown. In a bien-
nial extravagance in which the State House con-
siders hundreds of its amendments to the Senate’s 
budget, Patrick was dressed down repeatedly.

Patrick’s priorities this session have included 
a mean-spirited ban on so-called “sanctuary 
cities,” a North Carolina-style “bathroom bill” 
and the voucherization of the public school 
system. All passed the Senate by huge margins. 
All were dead on arrival in the House. The 
vouchers in particular were subject to a record 
vote in which they were humiliatingly defeated 
by a supermajority of the House. 

The House, of course, is led by Speaker Joe 
Straus (R-San Antonio), who was first elected 
in 2009 by mostly Democrats and a gaggle of 
moderate Republicans, but has since earned 
the confidence of the rest of Republicans, sans 
a small but especially obstreperous group of 
rabble-rousers (Rep. Jonathan Stickland, 
R-Bedford, chief among them).

Patrick’s right-wing pet issues were one 
defeat, but on meat-and-potato type budget 
issues, Straus’ House also repudiated Patrick’s 
Senate. It passed a budget with fewer cuts 

and, more notably, a large deduction from the 
state’s Rainy Day Fund.

The biggest constant in all this is Abbott’s 
conspicuous absence. As Patrick and Straus 
go to war on a myriad of issues, it is easy to 
think that Abbott has ended the Perry era of 
gubernatorial primacy. But what has replaced 
it is something new entirely.

Since Straus was first elected, he has 
pledged that he would be a speaker for the 
members, not himself or for special inter-
ests. (The pledge was a jab at his predeces-
sor, Rep. Tom Craddick, R-Midland, who 
was autocratic). The speaker, elected to 

oversee his chamber, and not directly by 
voters like the lieutenant governor, is in a 
more nuanced position.

Thus as the session quickly reaches its expi-
ration date, pundits and prognosticators might 
be quick to crown a new king: Straus, or the 
speakership and House more generally. But this 
too would be unwise. As the preceding should 
make abundantly clear, the reality is complex. In 
a state long dominated by abrasive, charismatic, 
louder-than-life personalities, perhaps this new 
reality of multi-polarity is a good thing. 

Horwitz is a first-year law student from 
Houston. 

Last Wednesday Voices Against Violence 
hosted the ninth annual Take Back The Night 
event. The purpose of this event is to spread 
awareness and celebrate victims and survivors 
of sexual assault. However, UT has struggled 
in the past with sexual assault crimes within 
the UT campus and surrounding areas. In the 
most recent survey UT found that 15 percent 
of women have been rape victims and 28 per-
cent of women have been victims of unwant-
ed sexual touching, although only six percent 
of women reported it. Nevertheless, these 
findings demonstrate that sexual assault is 
often perpetrated by people the victim know 
well – and our unwillingness to discuss and 
educate people about rape culture means that 
they often aren’t aware of it. In 2015 the UT 
School of Social Work found that 2 in 5 wom-
en were sexually assaulted and 91 percent 
of sexual assault victims do not report the 
crime. Interestingly though UT also found 

that about 38 percent of women older than 18 
report the perpetrator as having a close rela-
tionship with them, including dating partner, 
spouse, family friend and relative. 

In general, UT found women are more like-
ly to be sexually assaulted throughout their 
life by someone they have a close relationship 
with (about 52.2 percent). This starkly con-
trasts with men in which only 29 percent are 
sexually assaulted throughout their life by 
someone they have a close relationship with. 
These large differences are associated with 
rape culture, in which male aggression and 
sexual violence are supported. 

More specifically rape culture normalizes 
male sexual aggression. Visibility in popular 
culture, such as movies and television that ob-
jectify women, encourages sexually aggressive 
culture. Additionally offhanded humor that 
revolves around sexual aggression and rape 
further supports aggressively charged sexual 
culture that not only blames the victims, but 
also removes the sense of urgency and recog-
nition of sexual assault as a problem. 

More artfully depicted in the popular HBO 

series “Big Little Lies,” rape culture doesn’t just 
involve the actual crime of rape. In fact, sexu-
al assault is more broadly defined by the U.S. 
government as “any type of sexual contact or 
behavior that occurs without explicit consent 
of the recipient.” However in the state of Texas 
sexual assault which is defined as “The act is 
considered to have been without the victim’s 
consent if physical violence was threatened 
or used in order to get the victim to submit or 
participate to the defendant’s actions,” empha-
sizes physical abuse over emotional coercion. 

In this deprived legal definition Texas has al-
lowed a safe haven for sexual assault perpetrators 
who use emotional coercion to manipulate their 
victim into performing sexual acts. For example, 
women pressured into having sex by their part-
ner is not often seen as sexual assault, especially 
considering the male aggressive complex that 
surrounds cis-gendered relationships. But it is. 

Repeatedly asking your partner to have sex 
and acting aggressively upset or “disappointed” 
is sexual assault and is not okay. Yet oftentimes 
women stay in these emotionally abusive rela-
tionships because they are only taught that rape 

is physically sexual assault. This is particularly 
harmful to younger women, between the ages of 
14 and 18, who engage in their first relationships, 
sexual or otherwise, within this time frame. 

The blurred lines between rape and sexual 
assault allow women to question when they 
are being sexually abused or taken advantage. 
Inadequate education and an unsupportive 
rape culture climate significantly contribute 
to this lack of understanding and increase the 
risk that a women will be sexually assaulted 
without even knowing. 

Kandra is a chemistry and economics 
sophomore from San Antonio.

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Texas Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick held a press conference on March 6 at the state Capitol, voicing 
his support for SB 6, the bathroom bill. He has been losing support, including on budget day. 

Infographic by Rena Li | Daily Texan Staff

In this deprived legal definition Texas 
has allowed a safe haven for sexual 
assault perpetrators who use emo-
tional coercion to manipulate their 
victim into performing sexual acts.
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Hands are used to create 
something new, explore the 
unknown, hold on to what 
could be lost and let go of 
what once was found. 

For art history professor 
Moyo Okediji, hands are 
the inspiration for the title 
of ỌWỌ́: Perspectives on 
Photography Symposium. 
The event will be hosted by 
the Association of Black Fine 
Arts Students and the Center 
for Art of Africa and its Dia-
sporas on Wednesday, April 
12 at 6 p.m at the CAAD Art 
Gallery in UT’s art building. 

“The hand is a symbol of 
the truth, mind and brain 
of the artist who makes de-
cisions to formulate, shape, 
change and transform 
things,” Okediji said. “So, 
how an artist who is an im-
migrant or a descendant of 
an immigrant uses the cam-
era as a way of conveying 
his or her own contributions 
to the American culture is  
the discussion.”

The photography sym-
posium is meant to bring 
UT alumni in conversa-
tion with current UT stu-
dents about photography 
and lenses as a means of art 
and expression. It is the last 
event hosted in conjunc-
tion with the CAAD, which 
was recently dissolved for  
budgeting reasons. 

“It is a little unfortunate 
that the center has been 
defunded, but at least we 

have some opportunity 
to do something,” Okediji 
said. “I organized the sym-
posium specifically to pro-
vide a way through which 
photographers (could) 
discuss their experiences, 
their work, their art with  
our students.”

Okediji said the panelists 
he invited are current or for-
mer UT students who work 
within different fields of art 
that utilize lenses as a form 
of expression, including 
photography, documentary 
filming and conceptual art 
through photos. All but one 
of the students are first gen-
eration U.S. citizens and the 
fourth was brought to the U.S.  
as a child. 

“They will use their art 
as a means of engaging the 
audience in a conversation 
to talk about their identities 
as first generation Ameri-
cans, artists and also as just 
individuals who are creative, 
beyond issues of identity,” 
Okediji said. “They will show 
the way in which we map 
our passages through life, 
and ways through which art-
ists manipulate the camera 
as ways of engaging their 
audience in terms of their 
own personal identities  
and creativity.” 

Hakeem Adewumi, one of 
the panelists, said the work 
he will be speaking about for 
the symposium integrates el-
ements from photographers 
and visual artists that he 
follows and said he hopes to 
highlight the ways in which 

visual artists and black  
photographers have used 
their work to speak 
about various current is-
sues like sexuality, racism  
and feminism.

“I wanted to highlight some 
of the things first generation 
immigrants are confronting 
in my work.” Adewumi said. 
“I want to exemplify that  
photography is like a weap-
on for black people that we 

have used since photography 
has been created and under-
stand the way of thinking 
about photography as a way  
of freedom.”

Adeleye Omotosho, art 
history senior and panel-
ist, said events like this are 
important because it will 
not only bring current is-
sues to light, but create a 
conversation about how  
to represent them. 

“There are so many  
contemporary black pho-
tographers working today, 
either from this continent 
or coming from the Afri-
can Diaspora,” Omotosho 
said. “It is important to put 
together these events in 
order for them to engage  
in conversation.” 

For now, Adewumi 
said he hopes this  
symposium will be a step in 

the right direction to getting  
dialogue started. 

“I am really interested in 
getting audiences to under-
stand how all of us have an-
swered the call to be a black 
artist and visionary because 
we have to envision black-
ness in a way that most peo-
ple don’t see,” Adewumi said. 
“I am very interested to see, 
intersect and contribute to 
this visual liberation.”
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Photography symposium brings black art into focus
By Acacia Coronado

@acaciatree18

Courtesy of Hakeem Adewumi

A young boy smiles as he takes the wheel. This photo is featured in the ỌWỌ́: Perspectives on Photography Symposium, 
which will take place on April 12 at UT’s art building. 

Saturdays it will indulge Aus-
tinites by throwing them on 
the menu alongside more  
exotic cuts. 

It’s a shame the brisket 
isn’t on the menu every 
day, because it’s smoked 
to absolute perfection. 
Sourced from 44 Farms in  

Cameron, Texas, the brisket 
has a wonderful amount of 
marbling that makes for a 
deliciously moist and ten-
der finished product off  
the smoker. 

Upon trying the other 
menu items, though, it be-
comes strikingly clear that 
LeRoy & Lewis can still be 
wildly successful without 
serving brisket at all. The 

smoked pork belly in partic-
ular is delectably sweet and 
tender. It’s a fatty cut, but it’s 
smoked to the point of the 
meat and fat blending to-
gether to reach an ideal con-
sistency and flavor. 

Another notable piece of 
meat is the duck boudin, 
made with duck sourced 
from Countryside Farm 
right outside of Austin. This  

boudin has an interesting-
ly soft texture, which will 
take Texans who are used to 
firmer sausage by surprise. 
The rich and smoky flavor 
of the duck will make people 
wonder why they’ve never 
tried duck or sausage in this  
fashion before. 

Aside from the main meat 
options, LeRoy & Lewis 
also offers an impressive  

selection of equally original 
sides. The pulled pork dump-
ling propels a simple dump-
ling to a whole new level 
by stuffing it with delicious 
pulled pork. The kimchi dev-
iled egg adds a little bit of 
spice to a traditionally sweet 
snack. Even the smoked beet 
and kimchi barbecue sauce 
will turn heads with a flavor 
that is familiar enough to 

pair well with barbecue, but 
creative enough to make a 
Texan actually want to put 
sauce on their barbecue. 

LeRoy & Lewis does a 
great job of expanding the 
limits of barbecue without 
any air of pretension. All the 
crazy cuts and flavors served 
at this little truck are not 
enough to detract from its 
authentic Texas vibe.
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MEN’S TENNIS

“Defend home court” is 
this year’s mantra for No. 
8 Texas, but the Longhorns 
will be tested Wednes-
day when they host No. 
4 Baylor at Caswell Ten-
nis Center at 6 p.m. The 
Longhorns (18-5) return 
to the 40 Acres after split-
ting a two-game road stint 
against No. 19 Oklahoma 
and No. 5 Oklahoma State. 

Texas conquered in Nor-
man, edging the Sooners 
4-3 to extend its winning 
streak to five. That streak 
came to an end in Stillwa-
ter as it suffered a 4-2 loss 
to Oklahoma State.

The Longhorns stum-
bled out of the gate against 
the Cowboys, falling be-
hind 3-0 to start the match. 
Oklahoma State’s Tristan 
Meraut foiled Texas’ come-
back effort with a 6-1, 6-7, 
6-3 victory over sopho-
more Rodrigo Banzer to 
secure the win.

“We’ve won several close 
matches like that, but we 

just came up short against 
Oklahoma State,” head 
coach Michael Center said. 
“It came down to the very 
end, and there were just a 
couple opportunities we 
didn’t capitalize on.”

Texas can’t afford to 
make any mistakes when 
the Bears come to town on 
Wednesday. Baylor enters 
the top-10 showdown as 
winners of seven of its last 
eight matches.

But the Longhorns don’t 
shy away from the big 
stage. Texas holds a record 
of 5–3 against top-15 oppo-
nents, including wins over 
No. 2 Ohio State and No. 5 
Oklahoma State.

And despite not play-
ing since April 2, Center is 
keeping his team focused 
at practice. The head coach 
places emphasis on paying 
attention to detail.

“We still have some ar-
eas that we need to work 
on,” Center said. “If we 
bring that competitive 
mindset to the practice 
court, it’ll translate to those 
close in-game situations.  

Hopefully then we’ll come 
out on top.”

In addition to the ul-
timate goal of making 
a run in the postsea-
son, Texas aims to win 
the Big 12 Champion-
ship – something it hasn’t  
accomplished since 2010.

“We obviously want to 
get a ring, but we still want 
to win the Big 12 champi-
onship as well,” freshman 
Christian Sigsgaard said. 
“I think we have a strong 
team this year and a good 
chance to make it happen.”

But for now, the Long-
horns are focused on beat-
ing the Bears in front of 
their home crowd. It’s all 
about taking things one 
step at a time, according  
to Center.

“I know we’re in confer-
ence play and that’s excit-
ing, but we still have about 
two months left of this sea-
son,” Center said. “We can’t 
get too high on ourselves. 
We just have to continue to 
prepare and compete.”

By Justin Martinez
@JustJustin956

Noel Mahouch
Daily Texan 
Staff

Freshman 
Christian 
Sigsgaard 
returns the 
ball during a 
match. Sigs-
gaard is part 
of a Texas 
team hungry 
for a Big 12 
title.

BASEBALL

Joshua Guerra| Daily Texan Staff
Junior right fielder Patrick Mathis swings at the plate at UFCU Disch-Falk Field Mathis, who 
overcame injury in March, led the Texas offense over Texas State on Tuesday.

Texas didn’t waste time 
avenging the walkoff loss 
it suffered to Texas State 
earlier in the season. 

The Longhorns host-
ed the Bobcats at UFCU 
Disch-Falk Field for their 
second game, coming 
three weeks after an 11-
10 loss in extra innings 
in San Marcos. But Tex-
as made sure that didn’t  
happen again. 

The Longhorns jumped 
out to an early 4-0 lead in 
the first inning, and used 
a two-run homer from ju-
nior right fielder Patrick 
Mathis to polish off their 
9-2 win over Texas State 
two days after the Red Riv-
er Rivalry. 

“It was great Tuesday 
night win on a short week 
after a very emotional 
weekend,” head coach Da-
vid Pierce said. “For us to 
come back and really play 
well, I thought was big for 
our team and the maturity 
of our team.”

Both the Texas and 
Texas State pitchers al-
lowed three hits in the 
first inning, but sopho-
more Nick Kennedy got 
the better deal between  
the two. 

Kennedy loaded the 
bases after giving up 
three-consecutive base 
hits to start the ballgame. 
But the left-hander man-
aged to keep Texas State 
off the board by escaping 
two bases-loaded situa-
tions without giving up a 
run. Redshirt sophomore 
catcher Michael McCann 
contributed to the relent-
less defensive effort by 
tagging a Bobcat runner 
out at the plate.

“We got great pitch-
ing,” Pierce said. “We did 
a great job in the first in-
ning when they had bases 
loaded and nobody out 
and we were able to get  
out unscathed.” 

Texas State pitcher Cam 
Baird, however, wasn’t 
nearly as fortunate. Baird 
gave up just as many hits 
as Kennedy in the first, but 
freshman third baseman 
Ryan Reynolds lit the fuse 
to erupt Texas’ scoring in 
the game. 

Reynolds sent a shot to 
deep right which appeared 
to have enough to clear the 
fence, but it bounced off 
the right field wall — still 
good enough for an RBI 
double. The Longhorns 
crossed home plate three 
more times in the first to 
break out to the 4-0 lead. 

Texas State cut the lead 
to 5-2 after a two-run 
fourth inning, and that 
was too close for comfort 
for Mathis, who recently 
returned to the field after 
suffering a lower leg strain 
against then-No. 17 Texas 
A&M on March 14. Mathis 
responded with a two-run 
blast over the left field wall 
to give the Longhorns a 
7-2 lead in the eighth in-
ning in his first start since 
March 12. 

“It felt amazing,” Mathis 
said. “I was so excited just 
to be back in the lineup. 
Going through the at bat, 
he threw me the same 
pitch right before. It was 
down and away and I just 
reacted to the ball and let 
my hands work.”  

Blair Henley, freshman 
right handed pitcher took 
the mound in the ninth to 
conclude the 9-2 victory.

Texas improved to  
23–13 overall after the 
Tuesday night victory, 
splitting the season se-
ries with Texas State with 
the third and final game 
between the two set for 
next Tuesday. The Long-
horns resume conference 
play Thursday evening 
when they travel to Waco 
for a three-game series  
at Baylor. 

The No. 24 Longhorns 
(10–6, 4–2) are surging 
late in the conference 
season, currently riding 
a three-game winning 
streak — all of which have  
been shutouts. 

In its last outing, Texas 
dominated a less than stel-
lar Iowa State squad. The 
young Texas team did not 
lose a single set across the 
board to the Cyclones in 
the 4-0 shutout victory.

Eighty-fourth-ranked 
freshman Petra Granic 
was the star of the match 
for the Longhorns. Granic 
emphatically defeated the 
Cyclones’ Regina Espindo-
la with counts of 6-1, 6-0. 

“If our collective drive 
is strong, I see us storm-
ing to the finish line this 
year,” head coach Howard  
Joffe said. 

This week the Long-
horns travel to Waco to 
take on the No. 15 Bay-
lor Bears (16-5, 3-2) 
in another important  
conference matchup.

The Bears come into the 
matchup against Texas also 
on a strong three-game 
winning streak, recent-
ly defeating SMU, West  
Virginia and Iowa State. 

This match could have a 
huge impact on the Bears’ 
conference season. Baylor 
is currently one step be-
hind the Longhorns in the 
Big 12 rankings, checking 
in at fourth place.

Baylor will rely heavily 
on star senior Blair Shan-
kle who has risen up the 
national rankings to fifth 
overall. Shankle has served 
as the Bears’ anchor, guid-
ing them to a perfect 10–0 
record at their home court 
in Waco.

Texas desperately needs 
a victory in the doubles 
competition to earn an 
early advantage in the 
match against Baylor — a 
team that can undoubted-
ly hold its own in singles 
play. Texas will look to 

46th-ranked pair of fresh-
man Granic and junior 
Dani Wagland to provide 
the spark needed for a 
doubles-point victory.

Texas’ star 36th-ranked 
freshman Bianca Turati 
will look to add yet an-
other win against a top-
ranked singles player at 
Baylor. Turati has been 
the Longhorns most reli-
able player all season long, 
showing that her young 
age does not correlate to 
the amount of grit she 
shows on the court week 
in and week out.  

The Longhorns’ criti-
cal matchup against Bay-
lor will commence on 
Wednesday in Waco, with 
the first serve occurring  
at 6 p.m.

By Dawson Hinkley
@dawsonhinkley

WOMEN’S TENNIS

Juan Figueroa | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman Petra Granic hits the ball during a match. Granic 
has starred for Texas in singles and doubles this year.

Longhorns’ rackets collide 
with Baylor Bears in Waco

By Alex Briseno
@alexxbriseno

Texas faces Baylor in 
top-10 showdown

Mathis, Longhorns 
get revenge on Bobcats
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
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Editor’s note: Some of these 
interviews were conducted 

with the help of an  
interpreter.

The deaf community in 
Austin and around the world 
has found a way to embrace 
music without being able to 
hear it — at least not in the  
traditional sense.

There is a misconception 
among music listeners that 
music is purely a sound-
based art form. But many 
in the deaf community 
have found ways, whether 
through vibrations, visuals 
or poetry, to engage with the 
vast art form.

“It’s like being in another 
world,” said Tatum Wiech-
man, a senior at the Texas 
School for the Deaf and un-
declared incoming fresh-
man. “I like to crank (the 
music) up as a loud as I can 
so I can hear it, I can feel it.”

Stella Egbert, professional 
development and ASL ser-
vices coordinator at TSD, 
said when she goes to a show, 
she will contact the general 
manager of the venue so that 
proper accommodations can 
be provided. But professional 
concert ASL interpreter Am-
ber Galloway Gallego said 
there are many venues that 
are not providing interpret-
ers despite American Dis-
abilities Act requirements. 

“(These venues) are kind 
of just waiting to get sued,” 
Galloway Gallego said. 
“How many lawsuits does 

one deaf person have to do 
to finally get their basic hu-
man rights met? I had two 
venues in the last month 
that refused to provide in-
terpreting services. It has  
to change.”

Galloway Gallego has 
translated for artists such as 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers, 
Snoop Dogg and Wiz Khalifa 
on Jimmy Kimmel Live. She 
has received fame due to her 
revolutionary signing style, 
which deeply integrates the 
rhythm of the music, mak-
ing the translation visually 

representative of the perfor-
mance on stage. 

“I study the artist so much 
it actually becomes like they 
are really coming through 
me,” Galloway Gallego said. 
“I want it to look like them, 
like I am them, (like) I am 
just another instrument on 
the stage for their shows.”

In October of 2014, the 
Texas School for the Deaf 
hosted a musical event titled 
Vibes. Wiechman said they 
provided special vibrating 
bracelets that were synchro-
nized with the music and 

lights to facilitate the accessi-
bility of the music to those in 
the deaf community. 

“It is important to empha-
size that music is not only a 
sound-based art form, (but) 
a visual art form as well,” Eg-
bert said. “For a deaf person, 
they can enjoy all of those as-
pects of it and connect to the 
music in that way.”

Music and the Deaf is a 
charity based out of West 
Yorkshire, England, found-
ed by deaf musician Paul 
Whittaker, that focuses on 
teaching deaf people to play  

musical instruments. Will 
Hunt, director of marketing 
for MATD, said they use 
games and workshops to 
teach deaf children to under-
stand numerous musical con-
cepts such as pitch, rhythm  
and volume. 

“(Music) helps (deaf chil-
dren) feel included,” Hunt 
said. “It helps them devel-
op communication skills 
because music is all about  
team work.”

Jessica vonGarrel, third 
grade teacher at TSD, said 
there is a vast range of  

people in the deaf commu-
nity, and it is dangerous to 
lump all deaf people together 
when it comes to the types of 
music they enjoy and their 
ability to access it. 

Galloway Gallego said ev-
eryone is entitled to music 
and all other forms of art 
and should not be limited to 
whether a venue is willing to 
obey the law and provide an 
interpreter.

“I don’t think (music) is 
necessarily a hearing per-
son’s thing,” Wiechman said. 
“It is an anybody thing.”

In a city where barbecue 
is as omnipresent as wa-
ter and air, it may seem like 
smoked meats have already 
reached their highest lev-
el of perfection. The folks 
at the new LeRoy & Lewis 
food truck are here to show 
Austin all of barbecue’s  
untapped possibilities.

“Austin has a wonderful 
community of pitmasters 
and barbecue restaurants,” 
Sawyer Lewis, co-owner 
and head of operations, said. 

“While we’re really respect-
ful of that, we want to make 
sure that we’re pushing the  
envelope and educating peo-
ple about what barbecue 
could be.”

With Freedman’s original 
pitmaster Evan LeRoy run-
ning the smoker, LeRoy & 
Lewis specializes in creative 
takes on classic Central Tex-
as barbecue. The preparation 
and service are the same, 
but cuts of meat like duck 
boudin or pork jowls will 
make some customers give a  
double take. 

“It’s fun to see how  

people respond to differ-
ent cuts of meat and styles 
of food,” Lewis said. “We’re 
definitely excited for the 
truck to be a fun opportunity 
to get some exposure and see 
what our customers like.”

LeRoy & Lewis also makes 
a point of sourcing all of the 
meat and vegetables on its 
menu responsibly from local 
Texas farms. 

“(It’s) a marriage of the 
farm-to-table style of food 
and barbecue,” Lewis said. 
“Just because you’re eat-
ing barbecue doesn’t mean 
that you shouldn’t be able 

to know where your food  
came from.”

Lewis said their biggest 
motivator is seeing the fac-
es of customers when they 
try and enjoy something  
completely new. 

“It’s so fun when you 
see people have a fun and 
unique experience that they 
want to go tell their friends 
about,” Lewis said. “That’s 
what we look for and that’s  
why we do this.”

LeRoy & Lewis mostly stay 
away from the classic brisket, 
sausage and ribs trio, but on 
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Texas deaf community fights for music access 
By Chris Boyd Peck

@ChrisBPeck

@thedailytexan
Follow us for news, updates and more.

FOOD

New barbecue food truck rolls into Austin
By Stephen Acevedo

@thedailytexan
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Rachel Zein
Daily Texan Staff

Texas School for the 
Def staff members 
Jessica vonGarrel 
(left), Stella Egbert 
(right) and TSD senior 
Tatum Wiechman 
shared their per-
spectives on music 
as members of the 
deaf community. 
Egbert noted that 
visual aspects of a 
musical performance 
often allow audience 
members to more 
meaningfully connect 
to the music.

Courtesy of LeRoy & Lewis
LeRoy & Lewis, a new food truch established this month, 
sources all of its meat and vegetables from local Texas farms, 
such as 44 farms, Strube Ranch and Countryside Farm.


