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Texas Attorney General Ken 
Paxton said Tuesday the origi-
nal and revised travel bans un-
der President Donald Trump 
are within his authority as they 
are a matter of national security.

“I think they both follow 
the same law,” Paxton said. 
“Either travel ban I think 
 is constitutional.”

Paxton was the first state at-
torney general to legally support 
Trump’s first travel ban, which 
barred immigrants from seven 
predominantly-Muslim coun-
tries. A federal judge halted the 
first citing religious discrimina-
tion since it prioritized refugee 
status for religious minorities in 
the banned countries, leading 
to accusations that Christians 
were prioritized over Muslims.

At a Texas Asian Republicans 
Assembly meeting, Paxton said 
there were over 15 states sup-

porting a federal judge’s halt on 
the first ban, with only Texas 
against the halt.

“I was on MSNBC … and 
the commentator, he’s a law-
yer, he said ‘Don’t you feel 
lonely being the only state fil-
ing an amicus brief?’” Paxton 

said. “I said ‘Look, I’m from a 
state of 28 million people, I’m 
never lonely.’”

Trump implemented a wa-
tered down second ban that 
exempts visa holders and  

Texans are one step closer 
to accessing more equal cov-
erage for mental health care 
and substance abuse follow-
ing the House of Representa-
tive’s approval of House Bill 
10, which gives these costs 
the same priority as physical 
health expenses.

The bill’s author, Rep. 
Four Price, R-Amarillo, said 
he filed the bill in hopes of 
resolving the barriers to ad-
equate mental health care 
faced by many individuals 
in the state. Representatives 
voted 130-12 to tentatively 
approve the bill Tuesday.

“Eliminating differences in 
how treatment for physical 
and mental health conditions 
are reimbursed and admin-
istered will improve access 
to medically necessary treat-
ment, improve mental health 
outcomes and help normalize 

treatment for mental health 
and substance use disorders,” 
Price said during the House’s 
session Tuesday.

Equating treatment of 
mental health and substance 
abuse conditions with that 
of physical conditions under 
insurance plans, referred to 
as behavioral health parity, 
became federal law in 2008, 
according to the Mental 
Health Parity and Addiction 
Equity Act.

Despite the federal law, 
many Texans still lack men-
tal health care that is on par 
with the physical care bene-
fits they receive from insur-
ance companies, Price said. 
The state’s Department of In-
surance can currently ensure 
this equality only to large 
employer group health plans 
and is limited to regulating 
parity through quantitative 
measures such as number of 
visits per year and number of 
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The UT Police Depart-
ment began heavier cycling 
education and enforcement 
techniques this semester 
following construction on 
Speedway that resulted in 
several crashes between cy-
clists and pedestrians. 

The Speedway Mall Ren-
ovation, an extensive con-
struction project in central 
campus, has resulted in three 
cyclist and pedestrian crash-
es, one of which required the 
victim to be transported to 

the hospital. UTPD has re-
ceived an influx of calls and 
emails about reckless cyclists 
in the area from concerned 
UT community members, 
another major reason to 
ramp up the bike education 
and enforcement program 
this semester. 

“If the community says 
they have a concern, we’re 
going to respond,” Assis-
tant Chief Peter Scheets 
said. “We’re monitoring the 
amount of incidents and acci-
dents and phone calls that we 
get, and once we see that our 
education and enforcement 

efforts have had a positive ef-
fect … we’ll (ease up).”

Currently, UTPD officers 
approach bike enforcement 
on three fronts: education, 
compliance and enforce-
ment. The first time an offi-
cer stops a cyclist, the indi-
vidual will receive a warning 
and be asked to comply 
with the traffic law they vi-
olated. If an officer stops the 
individual again, they will 
receive a UT Parking and 
Transportation Services cita-
tion, which does not appear 

By Catherine Marfin
@catherinemarfin

Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan File Photo
Students bike through West Campus on Oct. 19, 2016. UTPD 
began placing more emphasis on education and enforcement 
techniques for bicyclists following several reported crashes.

Ann Morris | Daily Texan Staff
Madison Huerta gives her platform speech during the election for the Speaker of the Assembly. Huerta ran against John  
Butler, and won by a majority vote.
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The debate over Lions 
Municipal Golf Course 
could soon come to an end.

The Texas Senate Natural 
Resources and Economic 
Development Committee 
voted 6-5 Tuesday to trans-
fer the ownership of the 
golf course, also known as 
Muny, from the University 
to the Texas Parks & Wild-
life Department. The bill 
will now be taken to the 
full Senate for a vote at a 
later date. 

Senate Bill 822, au-
thored by Sen. Craig Estes, 
R-Wichita Falls, Sen. Bor-
ris Miles, D-Houston, and 
Sen. Royce West, D-Dallas, 
aims to preserve the land as 
a golf course and its histor-
ical background as one of 
the first desegregated golf 
courses in the South. 

“Lions Municipal Golf 
Course is a treasure whose 
value goes far beyond mere 
dollars and cents,” Estes 
said in a written statement 
Tuesday. “I am truly baffled 
that a public institution of 
learning with the second 
largest endowment fund of 
any university in the world 
would be so shortsighted as 
to insist that it be developed 
for financial gain.”

In 2011, the UT System 
Board of Regents voted to 
let the lease of the course ex-
pire in 2019. The Board also 
considered the possibility of 
using the land for other de-
velopmental purposes, such 
as for shops, homes and 
hotels. The System said the 
land was donated specifical-
ly for educational purposes 
by former Board of Regents 
member George W. Brack-
enridge in 1910.

Mary Pistorius | Daily Texan Staff
Attorney  General Ken Paxton gives a speech at the Texas 
Asian Republican Assembly meeting at Sherlock’s on Tues-
day evening. Paxton spoke on his policies regarding CPS, 
open records and human trafficking. 

The 111th Student Gov-
ernment assembly and Micky 
Wolf, student body vice pres-
ident, were sworn in at its in-
augural meeting last night.

Student Body President 
Alejandrina Guzman missed 
the meeting as she was in 
Washington D.C. for the Big 
12 on the Hill conference. 
In her absence, Wolf led the 
meeting with the message, 
“Start with yes.”

Wolf encouraged all rep-
resentatives to be innovative 
and challenged them to be as 
connected to their constitu-
ents as possible.

“In student government, 
you’re going to hear that 
these things can’t be accom-
plished,” said Wolf, Plan II 
and business honors junior. 
“But at the same time you 
should be thinking about, 
‘How can we make these 
ideas happen?’”

During the meeting, the 
assembly elected Univer-
sity-Wide Representative 
Madison Huerta to be the 
Speaker of the Assembly. The 
assembly also elected repre-
sentatives to the chairs of its 
seven committees.

Business junior Huerta, 
said she hopes to create a 

more cohesive assembly. The 
assembly culture from the 
last session didn’t necessarily 
encourage the representa-
tives to collaborate on legisla-
tion outside of committee or  

assembly meetings, she said.
“First and foremost it starts 

with a collaborative environ-
ment and an energetic en-
vironment,” Huerta said. “If 
we start our meetings strong 

and we can encourage every 
rep to be positive and every-
one wants to give back while 
we’re here, then that’s how 
we’re going to foster an en-
vironment that’s going to be 

more productive.”
Outreach is a major pri-

ority both Huerta and 
Wolf discussed during the  
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on the individual’s driving 
record but results in a fine 
that usually doesn’t exceed 
$25, said Corp. Le’Patrick 
Moore, one of UTPD’s main  
bicycle officers. 

“Our two biggest areas 
are 24th and Speedway and 
then 21st and University,” 
Moore said. “Not only do we 
have cyclists going through 
those stop signs, but we’ve 
had a few reports of mopeds 
going through them, too.”

In recent months, UTPD 
has utilized four main bike 
officers who focus on pa-
trolling Speedway, Inner 
Campus Drive and Gua-
dalupe Street, both for bi-
cycle violations and other  
criminal activity. 

UTPD gives out cita-
tions to cyclists who com-
mit traffic violations such 
as speeding, failing to yield 
to a stop sign and failing to 
signal when turning. UTPD 
can also give citations to in-
dividuals who do not obey 
the bike dismount zone that 
exists along a large stretch  
of Speedway.

Officers only issue cy-
clists a criminal citation in 
incidents of a crash result-
ing in an injury. Otherwise, 

UTPD uses PTS citations, 
which are handled by the  
University, Scheets said. 

Music performance soph-
omore Cullen King was giv-
en a warning for speeding 
through 24th Street and 
University Avenue last week 
when he was riding his bike 
to class.

“He told me that I was 
cycling dangerously fast and 
that I could hit a student or 
car if I didn’t stop at a stop 
sign,” King said. “He said if 
he had to stop me again he 
would write a citation. I can 
see the importance of both 
(cars and bikes) obeying 
traffic laws to keep everyone 
safe … but it didn’t seem 
necessary to me … since 
I was coming to a natural 
speed based on the curve of 
the road.”

Moore said the depart-
ment will continue their 
bike enforcement operation 
until they stop receiving 
concerned reports from  
the community. 

“So far, we have not 
had any habitual offend-
ers,” Moore said. “Usually 
we tell someone once and 
we don’t get any other in-
volvement with them. For 
cyclists, we’re more con-
cerned about education 
than writing tickets.”

BIKES
continues from page 1

MUNY
continues from page 1

“Any redirection of a gift 
outside of the intent of the 
donor may dissuade philan-
thropic giving to public insti-
tutions in Texas, and even for 
state agencies or any public 
entity that benefits from the 
generosity of donors,” said 
Karen Adler, director of me-
dia relations and communi-
cations programming for the 
UT System.

The University could re-
ceive $5.5 million a year with 
the new developments versus 
the $414,720 the city of Aus-
tin pays annually to lease the 
course, according to the Aus-
tin American-Statesman.

UT President Gregory 
Fenves offered to extend the 
city of Austin’s lease of Muny 
through a letter written in 
January to Mayor Steve Ad-
ler. Fenves said the Universi-
ty and the city of Austin can 
find ways to negotiate the 
renewal of the lease.

Supporters of the bill believe 
the golf course enables people 
with different backgrounds to 
come together and play golf. 

“(Muny) is used by a lot 
of different kinds of people, 
all sorts of ages … different 
colors, sizes and shape,” Save 
Muny co-chair Mary Arnold 
said. “If you’re standing on a 
condominium complex and 
you read a sign that says ‘This 
is where two black youths 
played a round of golf and 
weren’t thrown out,’ I think it 
would be a much better story 
and more visceral if you were 
standing on the golf course 
itself and read a sign like that 
and could imagine in your 
mind’s eye what it must’ve 
been like for those two kids.”

PAXTON 
continues from page 1
permanent residents, and re-
moves regional ally, Iraq, from 
the list of banned countries.

On Monday, the Ninth 
Circuit said it would hear 
sometime in May the Justice 
Department’s appeal to lift a 
federal judge’s indefinite halt 
on the second ban. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Derrick Watson 
said the second ban is uncon-
stitutional in that it seems to 
block Muslims in particular.

Paxton said the U.S. should 
accept refugees, but the vetting 
process must be strengthened. 
On Tuesday, the Department 
of Homeland Security said it 
has not been able to harshen 
its vetting process.

“Texas has the highest 
amount of Syrian refugees 
coming to our state,” Paxton 
said. “We’re open to refugees, 

we just want to know if they’re 
coming from terrorist coun-
tries. The FBI Director said we 
can’t vet these people.”

Omar Bheda, a manage-
ment information systems 
junior, said he is disap-
pointed Paxton was the first 
state attorney general to 
support the ban, but knows 
many people in Texas who 
support Muslims.

“Personally, for me it’s 
disheartening,” Bheda said. 
“During Texas Muslim Cap-
itol Day, I’ve been working 
(and meeting) with law en-
forcement or people involved 
with grassroots movement 
and have had more positive 
experiences than negative. 
There are a lot more people 
for you than against you.”

Chemistry junior Alec Lu-
cas said despite the majority 
of Syrian refugees escaping 
for safety, he understands the 

travel ban’s logic because there 
is still a risk that a terrorist 
can pose as a refugee.

“I mean if we can’t really vet 
them, we don’t want to com-
promise our own security,” 
Lucas said. “If any one of them 
was a terrorist that can sneak 
in some way, that can definite-
ly put our lives at risk.”

Government junior Dan-
iel Ho said he leans conser-
vative, however, he disap-
proves of both travel bans 
because of their cruelty to 
people escaping violence.

“My parents are also ref-
ugees because they escaped 
Vietnam during the Vietnam 
War,” Ho said. “I can definite-
ly understand how tough that 
is for people in those coun-
tries who are trying to leave. 
It kind of sucks that someone 
else from the outside tells you 
that you’re not in real trouble 
so you can’t come.”

SG
continues from page 1

HB10
continues from page 1
days covered for treatment.

Price said his bill seeks to 
align federal and state laws in 
order to expand coverage equal-
ity to all health plans and pro-
vide equal care in non-quan-
titative ways such as making 
preauthorization requirements 
for treatment less strict.

Additionally, Price said the 
bill provides a more straight-
forward way to report a 
parity compliance issue if a 
patient feels their insurance 
plan does not grant equality 
for mental health benefits. 
Currently, patients or doctors 
concerned about most parity 
violations can only seek help 
from the federal government, 
but Price proposes adding 
an investigator in Texas to 

resolve complaints and track 
insurance companies to en-
sure they offer equality. 

The bill also establishes a 
workgroup to further enforce 
compliance with the law and 
educate the public on the con-
cept of parity. Under the bill, 
the state’s Department of Insur-
ance would also be required to 
collect data from health plans 
to evaluate differences between 
mental and physical care. 

Price’s bill still needs one 
more majority vote in the 
House before it is sent to the 
Senate for further consider-
ation. Meanwhile, Sen. Judith 
Zaffirini presented an identi-
cal bill in a Senate committee 
meeting Tuesday morning. 
Zaffirini’s bill, Senate Bill 860, 
did not receive a vote and was 
left pending in committee.

Alison Boleware, policy  

fellow for UT’s Hogg Founda-
tion for Mental Health, an orga-
nization that seeks to advance 
mental wellness and supports 
mental health parity, testified 
on Zaffirini’s bill during the 
committee hearing Tuesday.

“Individuals with mental 
health needs often face higher 
rates of denial for their mental 
health condition when com-
pared to physical health care,” 
Boleware said during the 
hearing.  “Authorizing (Tex-
as Department of Insurance) 
with the authority to moni-
tor, regulate and enforce both 
(quantitative treatment limita-
tions) and (non-quantitative 
treatment limitations) for all 
health plans in Texas could 
generate greater accountabil-
ity and consumer protections 
for individuals attempting to 
access mental health care.”

Yifan Lyu | Daily Texan Staff
Priyanka Deshmane and Robert J. Rodgriguez perform a Latin dance during Global Health Night, an event at UT Public 
Health Week, on Tuesday evening. 

CAMPUS

WordPress Engine founder 
speaks at startup conference
By Jahnavi Muppaneni

@jaaahnavi

A UT student startup group 
paired with the founder of the 
largest managed WordPress 
hosting company in the world, 
which offers tools for business-
es to build websites, to chal-
lenge aspiring entrepreneurs 
to pitch startup ideas on the 
spot at Startup Meetup.

The Longhorn Entrepre-
neurship Agency invited WP 
Engine founder Jason Cohen 
to share his journey from be-
ing a UT student to starting 
a company making millions 
of dollars in revenue. Cohen 
discussed common mistakes 
small companies make to 
show students what is required 
for successful entrepreneur-
ship. LEA’s activity-led discus-
sion asked students to split 
into groups and create a busi-
ness idea in 10 minutes.

“You can think of a half-way 
decent idea in 10 minutes,” 
Cohen said. “It’s maybe not the 
next Uber, so what?”

Startup ideas ranged from 
giving consumers the option to 

schedule dentist appointments 
online to matching them with 
inexpensive alternative veter-
inary services. Students were 
asked to introduce themselves 
with what they hoped to learn 
from the collaboration and 
how they would contribute.

Clarissa Parulian, a man-
agement information sys-
tems sophomore, said she is 
working on her own start-
up, GoodCards, where she 
makes personalized cards 
using calligraphy.

“My ask is to learn from 
people and see what they’re 
working on … to jump onto 
new ideas and be inspired,” 
Parulian said. “What I can 
offer is design skills — I do 
branding and campaigns.”

WP Engine was recently 
named the best place to work 
in Austin by the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman in 2014 and 
2015. It is the fastest-grow-
ing company in Austin with 
roughly 450 employees, ac-
cording to Cohen.

LEA’s incoming director 
Daniel Miyares said Startup 
Meetup events give students 

the opportunity to interact 
with people like Cohen, who 
have transitioned from stu-
dents to entrepreneurs.

“Self-management is inte-
gral to any kind of personal 
success, so students will be 
able to learn a great deal from 
him regardless of their expe-
rience with entrepreneur-
ship,” Miyares said.

Cohen said successful 
businesses make customers 
a priority, develop pricing 
strategies early on and dedi-
cate time to their three most 
important goals.

“When you can devote full 
time to it, that’s when it’s re-
ally going to work,” Cohen 
said. “Stop doing things that 
are fun and comfortable, do 
the things that are necessary 
– like selling.”

Miyares said Austin is a 
unique startup environment, 
because entrepreneurs are 
willing to help students.

“Someone as successful and 
busy as Jason Cohen has no 
business speaking to students 
unless he genuinely wants to 
pay it forward,” Miyares said.

meeting. Huerta said not 
enough people know what 
SG is and who their represen-
tatives are, and they hope to 
change that during these last 
few weeks of the semester.

“I want us to come into 
this with an eye for making 
this the most efficient or-
ganization possible when it 
comes to empowering and 
connecting students,” Wolf 
said. “Being able to spend 
every single day thinking 
about those problems is 
what’s exciting to me.”

This meeting is the start to 
business representative Vivi-
anne Tu’s second year in SG. 
She said the atmosphere of 
the meeting was a lot more 
vibrant compared to last year, 
and the enthusiasm of the 
new members gave her a lot 
of hope for the coming year.

“Everyone that I’ve gone to 
talk to has been super engag-
ing and enthusiastic,” busi-
ness junior Tu said. “I have 
no doubt in my mind that 
the assembly (members) are 
going to work their asses off 
to ensure that student’s voices 
are being heard.”
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UT’s Dell Medical School 
will use technology to im-
plement creative methods of 
improving healthcare in the 
Austin area, Mini Kahlon 
said at a forum on Tuesday.

Kahlon, vice dean for 
strategy and partnerships 
with the medical school, said 
the school teaches its stu-
dents to think critically and 
innovatively in order to find 
solutions to healthcare issues 
and reduce costs in the new 
generation of healthcare. 

“We are interested in say-
ing, ‘Given the problem, 
what are the easiest and 
smartest ways to fix it?’” 
Kahlon said. “That’s the kind 
of innovation we would love 
to see in Austin.”

As a part of the Austin 
Forum’s monthly events 
dedicated to technology, 
Kahlon presented at Galva-
nize Austin Tuesday night. 
She spoke to a full house of 
healthcare and technology  

professionals about the 
need for technological in-
novation in the new world 
of medicine. 

Kahlon is a three-time 
speaker for the Austin Forum 
and has experience in the 
tech sector, previously man-
aging Silicon Valley startups. 
She said representatives from 
the medical school meet 
with local healthcare pro-
viders and clinics to discuss 
the main challenges facing  
the community.

Kahlon emphasized the 
importance of increasing 
technology in the healthcare 
field to improve experiences 
and reduce costs for patients. 
She said the necessary im-
provements range from us-
ing technology as simple as 
a telephone to as complex as 
brain imaging machinery. 

“Really, we are a country 
that should be leveraging the 
smartest, coolest technolo-
gy to solve these problems,” 
Kahlon said. 

Ed Park, executive 
vice president and chief  

operating officer of athen-
ahealth, said one of the prime 
problems facing health care 
innovators is the complexity 
and size of the medical field. 

Park said healthcare is 
so vast and interwoven 
that without an intensive 
and deeply-rooted plan to 
improve the way it oper-
ates, real change is difficult  
to implement. 

“What I see happening is 
a lot of folks that are just in-
novating around the edges,” 
Park said during the forum. 

Eric Ramberg, who for-
merly conducted clinical 
trials and is now the pres-
ident of an oncology con-
sulting company, attended 
the event specifically to hear 
Kahlon speak. Ramberg 
said he thinks working with 
technology is necessary to  
improve medicine.

“Almost anything you can 
think of is being advanced 
by technology,” Ramberg 
said. “I think (the medical 
school is) going to be doing 
great things.”

Dell Medical School will use 
tech to improve healthcare

By London Gibson
@londongibson

UNIVERSITY

Student government agency 
hosts Diversity Mini-Week

By Lisa Nhan 
@lmnhan24

By hosting the first ever 
Diversity Mini-Week, the Di-
versity and Inclusion Agency 
hopes to show how embrac-
ing different experiences can 
positively impact students 
and the campusas as a whole.

“I just automatically think 
of diversity of strength, be-
cause it’s different people from 
different places that have so 
many things to contribute,” 
said Karla Chavez, director 
of the agency. “The limits are 
basically nonexistent when 
you put people from different 
communities together.”

Chavez, an internation-
al relations junior, said she 
was dissatisfied with the ac-
tion taken by administration 
against divisive rhetoric on 
campus and helped create the 
mini-week to counteract that.

“Sometimes we don’t think 
it’s enough to just hold a town 
hall or just to get an email,” 
Chavez said. “We want more 
action from (administration), 

especially right now.”
J.B. Bird, director of media 

relations, said University ad-
ministration is continuously 
addressing the divisive rhet-
oric and the town hall, where 
students could voice their 
concerns, is part of that.

“Listening is a form of ac-
tion,” Bird said. “These are 
actions that acquire attention 
on an on-going basis.” 

Partnering with Students 
for Equity and Diversity, the 
agency started the mini-week 
on Monday, inviting students 
to add their definitions of di-
versity to a paper tree.

Yesterday, students were 
asked to write where they came 
from at the Longhorns Around 
the World table. To finish the 
week, there will be a student 
leader panel today on diversity 
at 6 p.m. in SAC 3.116.

Panelist Juan Otero said 
his experiences being bisex-
ual and Columbian are inter-
twined, and intersectionality 
cannot be ignored.

“Our identities will 
change how we grow up, how 

we experience oppression or 
how we experience privi-
lege,” said Otero, a chemical 
engineering, chemistry and 
French sophomore. “If we’re 
talking about diversity, why 
would you only recognize 
one difference instead of all 
of the differences that make 
you unique?”

Journalism freshman Jade 
Fabello, who is black, stopped 
by the Longhorns Around the 
World table to write his home-
towns of Austin and Chicago 
as he said he sees “inherent val-
ue” in talking about diversity.

With UT’s black student 
population at 3.9 percent and 
similar demographics at his 
Austin high school, Fabello 
said Austin has been import-
ant in shaping the role of di-
versity in his life.

“Always being a minority in 
the institutions I’m in, it does 
create challenges,” Fabello 
said. “From those challenges 
and adversity you grow as a 
person. You can have a better 
understanding of a variety of 
different struggles.”

STUDENT GOVERNMENT

Texas Speech wins national 
title at team championship

By Ally Ortegon
@atxallyyy

Texas Speech won its sec-
ond consecutive American 
Forensic Association nation-
al team championship Mon-
day, scoring better than 72 
other teams.

Twenty-five UT students 
of different majors and grade 
levels went to at the National 
Individual Events Tourna-
ment held at Bradley Univer-
sity in Peoria, Illinois.

“This team epitomized the 
definition of ‘Texas Fight,’” 
said Benjamin Gaddis, assis-
tant coach of Texas Speech. 
“They know what it means 
to stand for the messages and 
stories that they tell. They 
know how important it is to 
argue for those that need the 
most help. They are fighters 
and not quitters.”

Marianna Garcia, govern-
ment and political communi-
cation senior and co-captain 
of Texas Speech, said the team 
was very close in standings to 
the other schools by the end of 
the competition and doubted 
they would win. Garcia said 
the win came as a shock.

The competition events 
included various types 
of speaking, oral inter-
pretation, poetry and  
communication analysis.

“It was really extraordinary 
because the team overcame 
what seemed like an insur-
mountable advantage on the 
part of another team,” said 

Randy Cox, senior lecturer, 
department director of Texas 
Speech and a member of the 
first Texas Speech team in 
1988. “I’m so impressed by 
what they accomplished, their 
determination and their will 
to go all the way to the end 
and win.”

Cole Hanzlicek, govern-
ment senior and co-captain of 
Texas Speech, said last year’s 
winning team had a large 
senior class, but this year’s 
younger team was able to 
achieve the same result with 
less experience.

“Comparatively we had 
the odds stacked against us,” 
Hanzlicek said. “But we had 
this young team fighting just 
as hard, if not harder.”

Prior to this particu-
lar competition, the team  
traveled for eight months 

of competitions until the 
national season began  
this month.

“At the beginning of the 
year we decided we were 
going to make a new legacy, 
and it was going to be built 
on love and support of each 
other as a team,” Garcia said. 
“I think that is what pulled us 
all together at the end.”

The team will compete 
again in the National Fo-
rensic Association National 
Championship Tournament 
in Eau Clair, Wisconsin on 
April 13-17.

“This win speaks volumes 
about the potential this team 
holds,” Hanzlicek said. “I 
hope to see this exact amount 
of fight. This tournament 
proved that you should never 
give up because you can al-
ways pull through at the end.”

CAMPUS

The Texas Senate took 
action Tuesday to freeze tu-
ition costs for two years and 
eliminate mandatory tuition 
set-asides. 

Senate Bill 19, authored by 
Sen. Kel Seliger, R-Amarillo, 
passed by a vote of 29-2. The 
bill would prevent institu-
tions from raising the cost of 
tuition for the 2018-2019 and 
2019-2020 school years. The 
bill would also allow insti-
tutions to only raise the cost 
of tuition by 1 percent every 
year after 2020 if institutions 
meet a number of perfor-
mance standards.  

Performance-based tuition 
increases were originally filed 
as a separate bill by Seliger, 
but were incorporated into 
SB 19 through a committee 
substitute, or revised ver-
sion of the bill. A similar bill 
with performance targets was 
passed by the Senate last ses-
sion, but died in the House. 

In 2003, the Legislature 
deregulated tuition turning 
over control of the cost of 
tuition to each institution’s’ 
board of regents. Since then, 
tuition costs across the Sen-
ate have risen by 147 percent, 

according to a bill analysis by 
Seliger. Several pieces of leg-
islation including SB 19 have 
tried to return regulating tu-
ition costs to the Legislature. 

While J.B. Bird, UT’s di-
rector of media relations, said 
the University doesn’t weigh 
in on pending legislation, he 
said the responsibility of set-
ting tuition prices should stay 
in the hands of regents. 

“Universities are in the best 
position to understand their 
budgets and set tuition, and 
we have demonstrated during 
the past decade that we will 
keep UT Austin affordable,” 
Bird said in an email. 

This bill along with Sen-
ate Bill 18, another higher 
education bill, have been 
named emergency prior-
ities by Lt. Gov. Dan Pat-
rick. Senators voted 20-11 
to initially approve SB 18, 
Tuesday which would elim-
inate mandatory tuition 
set-asides. After a final vote 
expected Wednesday, the 
bill will go to the House. 

The tuition set-aside pro-
gram was created in 2003 and 
requires institutions to “set-
aside” 15 percent of tuition 
costs above $46 per credit 
hour. The money that is set 
aside goes toward financial 

aid programs. The average 
amount of tuition per student 
that is set aside is $459 annu-
ally, according to Raymund 
Paredes, Texas commissioner 
of higher education.

Seliger said most student 
subject to tuition set-asides 
are taking out loans them-
selves or working through 
college to pay this “tax” on 
top of their own tuition costs. 

“It’s important to note that 
a lot of the individuals paying 
tuition are students that don’t 
have a lot of money anyways 
and to take part of that tu-
ition, essentially increasing 
their tuition to provide for 
the set-aside, is not very logi-
cal,” Seliger said.  

Bird said in an email that 
more than half of UT stu-
dents rely on need-based fi-
nancial aid. Bird said without 
the set-aside program and 
with recent decreases in other 
financial aid programs such 
as the TEXAS Grant has been 
threatened UT’s affordability 
and accessibility.  

“Losing the ‘set-aside’ 
and the financial aid that it 
supports would have a neg-
ative impact on thousands 
of families and put college 
out of reach for many of 
them,” Bird said.

Senate freezes tuition increase, 
eliminates mandatory set-asides

By Claire Allbright 
@claireallbright

STATE

Courtesy of Rachel Evans
Texas Speech after winning its second consecutive team 
championship on Monday at Bradley University in Peoria, 
Illinois. The team will compete again for another title  
April 13-17.

Ramya Srikanth 
Daily Texan Staff

UT’s Diversity 
and Inclusion 
Agency hosts 
its first Diver-

sity Mini-Week 
this week. The 
aim was to see 

where UT stu-
dents are from 

and help spread 
awareness to 
others about 

where their 
peers are from.
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If the presence of students of color 
threatens you, it is not our responsibility 
to reassure you. If you are ignorant of the 
daily toils of being a person of color on this 
campus, so much that they sound irratio-
nal to you, it is not our responsibility to 
educate you. If the truth about your con-
tribution to a student of color’s marginal-
ization makes you feel attacked, then it is 
not our responsibility to comfort you. And 
if you call yourself progressive but don’t 
know what intersectionality is, it’s probably 
because you stormed off when a person of 
color tried explaining it to you.

Thank you for reading this far. Your efforts are 
truly a mark of progress toward equality in this 
country — except they’re not, and it’s not our job 
to sugarcoat that for the sake of your ego.

Students of color on this campus are pres-
sured to fill the roles of educators and service 
providers for others. We didn’t sign up for 
this unpaid diversity training internship or 
for the disrespect we receive from the peo-
ple we’re encouraged to enlighten. We are 
students, eager to learn and succeed just like 
everyone else. However, we are not treated as 
students, but as research subjects; scrutinized 
and not recognized for our worth. We are ex-
pected to assimilate to and respect all things 
European, but our own cultures, wisdom, and 
knowledge are ignored or ridiculed.

We are surrounded by people who insist on 
their liberal politics, as if those proved cultural 
competence, yet fill our lives with one microag-
gression after another. These racist events contin-
ue to intensify, from the shifting away when we 
sit down in class, to the casual and unwarranted 
pseudo-diagnosis of what’s “wrong” with our 
particular ethnicity, to tirades and walkouts by 
UT staff members and students at the suggestion 

that their remarks are inappropriate, even to eth-
ical lessons and more.

We don’t have the privilege of storming out 
of our own skin when confronted with the 
truth about institutional racism, nor do we 
have the privilege of context being applied 
to excuse our behavior when we react to the 
painful realities of being a person of color in 
this country. We get reprimanded and black-
listed — get it? — as unruly or hostile, while 
our white counterparts, clinging to privilege 
for dear life, are humanized for their igno-
rance and toxic fragility.

This needs to stop. The University has re-
lied too heavily on damage control as if it 
were enough to change our experience. This 
is illustrated in the passive way it has handled 
clear-cut discrimination. We don’t need a 
town hall. We don’t need lip service. We don’t 
need another loopholed policy. And we don’t 
need advice on how to be more respectable. 
We need action; and not just plans for action, 

either. We need transparent, sufficient, and 
timely action. The University must put in the 
work to ensure that people of color get the 
basic human respect we deserve, so we don’t 
have to constantly smile and ask for it nicely 
all the time. We mainly need discriminatory 
offenders to be held accountable in a tangible 
way so that the culture that enables this dy-
namic can actually change; unless the institu-
tion doesn’t really want it to.

Bathea is an economics senior from Frisco.

One of the largest issues in Texas edu-
cation is also one that’s been brushed over 
and hasn’t garnered enough attention — the 
damage that the Texas school finance sys-
tem does to poor school districts. The latest 
offense in this system is illegally breaking 
tax laws to redistribute funds from poor 
school districts to their rich counterparts.

A lawsuit filed Thursday charged that 
Texas education officials, including the 
Texas Commissioner of Education Mike 
Morath, illegally changed how property 
taxes are calculated in rich school districts. 
They allowed rich districts to file local 
optional homestead exemptions, which 
would reduce the amount they gave back 
to the state in property taxes to fund poor 
districts. These changes could effectively 
withhold money that should be going to 
poor districts and would cost poor districts 
across Texas $440 million per year.

Texas is meant to have a “Robin Hood” 
system, in which money is funneled from 
rich school districts and distributed 
among the poor ones. This system is sup-
posed to function by taking property tax 
revenues from wealthy districts and redis-
tributing the money among poor districts. 
However the state funding for education 

is deeply flawed, and doesn’t accurately 
uphold this ideal. Just last May the Texas 
Supreme Court found that the funding 
system “satisfies minimum constitutional 
requirements” and reversed a decision in 
the lower courts to change it.

But even if the system satisfies constitu-
tional requirements, it doesn’t execute them, 
leaving a large wealth gap between school 
districts. With only state and local funding 
taken into account, Texas spends 1.5 percent 
more money on rich school districts. That’s 
an obvious sign that the “Robin Hood” sys-
tem has inverted itself, and instead is causing 
the wealth gap between school districts to 
grow. Even when money is being redistribut-
ed from rich districts to poor ones (and not 
just staying in the rich districts) not enough 
is being given to poor districts to account for 
their larger student populations.

Revising the state funding system for edu-
cation could potentially alleviate the $5.4 bil-
lion classroom cuts that the legislature made 
in 2011, cuts that directly affected poor dis-
tricts. But the larger issue is that none of this 
is actively talked about.

Poorer school districts spend less on all 
aspects of education, from teacher salaries 
to purchasing new textbooks. This means 
that these schools offer fewer opportuni-
ties to students, such as a smaller variety of 
courses, excluding college-level coursework, 
to the detriment of their future once they 

exit K-12. Without all the modes of prepa-
ration and education possible, and without 
the equal opportunity that their rich coun-
terparts receive, these students are less likely 
to attend college. 

There should be a greater focus on the grow-
ing wealth gap between school districts, rather 
than brushing stories like the recently filed law-
suit under the rug. Taking money from poorer 

schools to give to richer districts is a heinous act 
that robs students of opportunities and chanc-
es based purely off their socioeconomic status. 
While there are a lot of issues in the Texas ed-
ucation system, this one must be dealt with to 
prevent the Texas Education Agency and its af-
filiates from widening this gap.

Berdanier is a philosophy junior from 
Boulder, Colorado.

The last time Texas raised its minimum 
wage was in 2009, when it was forced to by 
a change in the federal standard. In contrast, 
after receiving a pay raise in 2009, Texas leg-
islators received another raise in early 2015, 
and members of the Texas Legislature became 
eligible for large pensions. House Bills 924 
and 937 aim to return the favor to constitu-
ents by raising the minimum wage to $10.10. 
It is a necessary step that has become mired in 
a quagmire of Texas state politics.

The largest raise in the minimum wage 
was enacted by President George W. Bush 
in 2007, a 70 cent hike to $5.85 from the 
1997 rate of $5.15. However, when account-
ed for inflation, the strength of the new 
wage rate was still lower than the minimum 
wage in 1997 ($7.30 vs $7.08). The federal 
government plays a game of catch-up with 
the minimum wage and leaves the question 
of substantial wage raises to the discretion 
of state governments. 

In that regard, Texas has severely dis-
appointed. The Lone Star State boasts the 
sixth-highest number of minimum wage 
workers and the second-lowest wage rate for 
hourly workers. Data demonstrates that a liv-
ing hourly wage in Texas constitutes $10.67, 
whereas a poverty wage is $5.00. The 287,000 
minimum wage workers in Texas live closer 
to the brink of poverty than a living wage. 

Free market crusader and Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott argues a minimum wage hike would 
kill Texan jobs. However, a meta-analysis of 
200 individual studies found that moderate 
raises in the minimum wage have had no 
adverse impact on employment or worker 
hours. In fact, states that raised the minimum 
wage in 2014 actually saw faster job creation 

than states that kept their wage flat. It is not 
conclusive evidence that minimum wage 
raises increase job growth, but it casts doubt 
on Abbott’s claim. Moreover, a living wage of 
$10.10 would directly impact almost 2 mil-
lion Texans and provide a $3.1 billion boost 
to the state’s GDP. 

Detractors of a living wage argue that a 
rise in incomes will beget a rise in prices. 
This is misleading. First, inflation is a natu-
ral factor in all markets. Second, labor econ-
omists found that a 10 percent increase in 
wages was only found to correlate with a 0.4 
percent increase in general prices. The extra 

padding a living wage would provide to con-
sumers is more than enough to defray the 
marginally higher prices.

For the sake of the word count, here is a 
laundry list of things research demonstrates 
a minimum wage raise would do: Target 
the poorest families, alleviate the burdens 
of high rent, reduce the cost of govern-
ment welfare programs, garner bipartisan 
support among Texans, improve education 
outcomes, and reduce the consumption of 
nutrition-poor food.

Finally, raising the minimum wage pre-
vents premature death and improves health. 

I’m sure Abbott can agree this is a good thing.
It’s simple, yet at each step the state gov-

ernment has fought back, and the limited 
power of local entities means any potential 
raises would only impact workers directly 
involved with the city or county government. 
Cities and counties are banned from setting 
their own minimum wage rate, so now the re-
sponsibility lies with the Texas Legislature to 
ensure that Texans earning a minimum wage 
have a fair shake at financial security. Legisla-
tors like their pay raises — it’s past time they 
returned the favor.

Hasan is a business freshman from Plano. 
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Minimum wage raise would benefit Texans

Education wealth gap should receive attention

Damage control not enough to fix discrimination

Infographic by Rena Li | Daily Texan Staff
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By Emma Berdanier
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By Jessica Bathea
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We are surrounded by people who 
insist on their liberal politics, as if 
those proved cultural competence, 
yet fill our lives with one microag-
gression after another. 
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HABITAT
continues from page 8

“We have multiple  
(projects) right now,” UT Hab-
itat secretary Natalie Barden 
said. “We have houses in Elgin 
and just completed a home 
repair twenty minutes away  
from here.”

Beyond the tangible  
value of the work that UT 
Habitat does, Slapik said 
volunteers receive not 
only volunteering credit, 
but also a great wealth of  

construction knowledge and 
personal empowerment.

“The cool thing when 
somebody joins Habitat is 
they don’t have to have ex-
perience in construction,” 
Slapik said. You spend your 
whole day working on 
some part of a house and 
at the end of the day you 
will really know what you’re  
doing; that’s a good feeling.” 

Robert Keading,  a member  
of  HFH who has volun-
teered with the organiza-
tion for five years, said he 

enjoys working with HFH 
because of the impact he 
is able to create in families’ 
lives. The UT Habitat student  
organization will contin-
ue contributing volunteer 
resources to continue a 
tradition of building and  
repairing Austin homes. 

“The time and work 
that volunteers, students 
or just ordinary people 
contribute shows,” said 
Keading. “These families’ 
lives are forever changed  
by their work.”

THEATRE & DANCE

Student play gives voice to struggles of Syrian refugees

In the upcoming student 
play “A Singularity,” audiences 
will follow the story of a Syrian 
refugee trying to find her home 
and her identity as a woman, a 
refugee and an individual after  
losing everything to war.

“A Singularity” is a  
student-written play by 
Carleigh Newland, Kelsey 
Linberg and Tess Jackson 
premiering on April 10 at the 
Cohen New Works Festival. 
The play follows a Syrian ref-
ugee, Amena, and her family 
as she comes of age, dreams of 
becoming an astronomer and 
finds a place in the world. 

“I want this play to hit  
people and make it where these 
refugees are not just num-
bers on a page,” Linberg said. 
“They are real people. They 
laugh, they smile, they hug 
their mom, they get in fights 
with their brothers, they have  
crushes, they fall in love.”

Newland, the production 
lead and co-writer on the 
project, said she wanted to 
focus on the refugee crisis 
after spending last summer 
interning at The Refugee Proj-
ect in Houston, a nonprofit 
that helps women refugee 
communities integrate into 
American society. She said 
she learned a lot and devel-
oped a deep passion to help 
raise awareness about the  
refugee crisis.

“A lot of people  

enforce these really negative  
stereotypes on (refugees),” 
Newland said. “They are just 
families wanting to pursue 
their dreams and trying to 
resume the lives they had in  
different places.”

Like Amena, Newland is 
fascinated with space and as-
tronomy. One book that in-
spired her during the writing 
of “A Singularity” was Carlo 
Rovelli’s “Seven Brief Lessons 
on Physics” because it shows 
the way math and science in-
tertwine in human lives. New-
land said it was important that 
Amena’s dilemma was placed 
in the context of the world and 
the galaxy to allow her story 
and the story of refugees to  
seem universal.

“I wanted to watch a girl 
go through discovering 
how beautiful and great the 
world is while also having 
to push through the con-
flict of her specific world,”  
Newland said.

The writing team was 
worried that since they were 
writing about a culture which 
they had no direct connec-
tions, the play would seem 
disingenuous. So, they culti-
vated a dramaturgy team of 
five individuals with back-
grounds in Middle Eastern 
and Arab culture to review 
the script and oversee the  
rehearsal process. Nayzak 
Najm works on the drama-
turgy team and plays the part 
of Jodee. She said it was im-
portant to her that the play  

authentically reflected the  
reality of the culture and the crisis.

“Every time we hear  
something (that doesn’t fit 
with our experience, and), we 
add Arabic phrases,” Najm 
said. “Every rehearsal, we add 
something new.”

Najm said she volunteered 
to be a part of the play be-
cause it gives people a taste 

of a culture that is so often  
mischaracterized by the media. 

“The main point of this 
project has been to hu-
manize a group of people 
that has been constantly, 
through media [and] a vari-
ety of forms, ... dehumanized,”  
Newland said.

Newland said after “A  
Singularity’s” premiere at the 

Cohen New Works Festival, 
they plan on expanding upon 
the concept and scale of the 
play. They hope to add more 
technical elements to further 
the intergalactic aspects of the 
story on-stage, and hope to 
blend interviews from actual 
Syrian refugees into the play.  
Ultimately, they hope to 
make “A Singularity” a story  

larger than the galaxy, despite 
its physical bonds to the stage. 

“I am really excited to see 
where (“A Singularity”) can 
go from here,” Newland said. 
“We are hoping that through 
talking with (refugees) we 
can mold it into some-
thing that is less of my voice 
and more a form for other  
people’s voices.”

By Chris Boyd
@ChrisBPeck

@thedailytexan
Follow us for news, updates and more.

♲ R E C Y C L E

Chase Karacostas | Daily Texan Staff
Theater and dance sophomore Kelsey Linberg, left, and biology junior Nayzak Najm, right, are two of the co-authors for the 
play “A Singularity.” The play, which premiers at the Cohen New Works festival next week, follows a Syrian refugee after she 
loses her home and identity to war. 
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FOOTBALL

Warren eyes return to the field
Texas’ running game drew 

headlines during the 2016 sea-
son due to the on-field success 
of D’Onta Foreman. Despite 
Foreman’s incredible 2,000-
yard season, however, there 
was still a missing piece in the  
Texas backfield.

Running back Chris Warren 
III suffered a season-ending 
knee injury during the Long-
horns’ 49-31 shootout loss at 
Oklahoma State. The six-foot-
two-inch back launched his 
sophomore campaign with 
authority, tallying 366 yards on 
62 carries in Texas’ first four 
contests of 2016. But all of the 
progress immediately halted 
when Warren was sidelined for 
the final eight games.

“It was aggravating because 
I knew I could have helped 
in some way, shape or form,” 
Warren said. “If I was out there 
I could have done something, 
and it really sucks watching 
the team go out there and 
play and you not being able to  
do anything.”

Plenty has changed since the 
injury transpired — includ-
ing another ailment. Warren 
injured his hamstring late last 
month in spring practice, and 
their is no timetable for his re-
turn. He should, however, be 
ready once fall rolls around. 

A new coaching staff and 
Foreman’s departure to the 
NFL are just a few of the ma-
jor shakeups that Warren is 
experiencing headed into his 
junior year. During his tenure 
in Austin, Texas has cycled 
through three running back 
coaches, causing minimal sta-
bility over the time period. But 

amidst all the change, Warren 
hopes his on-field performance  
remains constant.

“The scheme of the offense 
may change, but inside zone is 
inside zone and power is pow-
er,” Warren said. “And pass pro-
tection, you still got to get cer-
tain positioning and you got to 
make sure you shoot your arms 
in. In a sense, I’d like stability 
but at the same time, it’s kind 
of the same things, so you’re 
probably learning better just 
depending on who teaches it.”

This season, the Longhorns 
will be learning the methods 
of first-year head coach Tom  

Herman. Warren and Her-
man previously intersected 
paths when Warren took a 
recruiting visit to Ohio State 
several years back when Her-
man operated as the Buckeyes’  
offensive coordinator.

“He remembered me from 
that visit, so it was pretty cool,” 
Warren said. “He’s the same 
guy, he’s really energetic, he 
loves football, and he’s ready  
to coach.”

Spring break meant a pe-
riod of rest and relaxation for 
many players for Herman’s 
squad, but Warren stayed 
put in Austin and spent the 

free week training. Warren is  
competing with several other 
young running backs for the 
starting job under the new 
coaching regime. He is moti-
vated by the concept of win-
ning, aiming to contribute as a 
complete running back by the 
first kickoff in September.

Although Herman will not of-
ficially release a depth chart this 
spring, Warren is in the mix to 
be the feature halfback at Texas 
next season. When healthy and 
on the field, he has demonstrated 
an ability to shred defenses and 
break tackles. On Thanksgiv-
ing against Texas Tech in 2015, 

Warren notched 276 yards (a 
program record for a freshman) 
and four touchdowns on just  
25 attempts.

While he is unsure if the 
NCAA will grant him a medi-
cal redshirt for last year’s inju-
ry, Warren plans to capitalize 
on his next playing opportu-
nity under Herman and the  
new staff.

“They want us to have a suc-
cessful offense,” Warren said. 
“They want us to win, so that’s 
really about working hard, 
following your coaching, and 
making sure you go out there  
with discipline.”

By Steve Helwick
@s_helwick

Daulton Venglar | Daily Texan File Photo
Halfback Chris Warren III carries the ball in a 50-43 loss against the California Golden Bears on Sept. 17, 2016. Warren fin-
ished his sophomore campaign with 366 yards, including a high of 119 at California.

BASEBALL

Texas rebounds in convincing 
victory over Sam Houston State

The Longhorns look 
to extend their winning 
streak Wednesday as 
they travel to San Mar-
cos to battle the Texas  
State Bobcats.

After beginning con-
ference play with three 
straight single-run losses 
at the hands of Oklaho-
ma State, Texas rebound-
ed with three consecutive 
non-conference victories.

In order to continue the 
streak and sustain mo-
mentum heading into the 
weekend matchup versus 
No. 12 Oklahoma, the 
Longhorns will have to be 
on the same page.

“We try to focus on 
us as much as we can,” 
head coach Connie Clark 
said. “You need to fo-
cus on what you’re do-
ing. You need to focus 
on the effort and the grit 
and the process and the  
consistency of that.”

The team has been 
balanced during the win 
streak, led by strong pitch-
ing and quality defense. 

In Sunday’s first game of 
the doubleheader versus 
Houston, redshirt sopho-
more Erica Wright threw 
a one-hitter against the 
Cougars. The defense led 
the way in the second 
game of the day, limiting 
the Houston offense to a 
single run.

“(I was) just basically 
focusing on driving out of 
my legs and not thinking 
too much,” Wright said 
regarding her spectacular 
performance. “Just focus-
ing on one key thing and 
doing it and performing.” 

Offensively, the contri-
butions are coming from 
all over the roster. Fresh-
man Taylor Ellsworth 
has led the team in RBIs 
during the streak with 
four, while senior Devon 
Tunning has led the team 
in runs scored with four.

The same can be said 
for the pitching staff, 
as three different pitch-
ers have recorded victo-
ries over the course of  
the streak.

“There’s not one specif-
ic person that’s a complete 
stand out on the field,”  

junior captain Randel Le-
ahy said. “I think that’s the 
great thing about our team 
is that there are so many of 
us that contribute in every 
different way.”

In addition to facing 
an opportunity to extend 
the win streak, the Long-
horns are also seeking 
vengeance. In early March, 
the Bobcats stormed into 
Austin and left Red and 
Charline McCombs Field 
with a 2-1 victory.

The matchup also holds 
postseason implications, 
as Texas State is recog-
nized as both a regional 
opponent and a top-40 
RPI program. A victory 
Wednesday night could af-
fect seeding and qualifica-
tion for the NCAA Wom-
en’s College World Series 
in June.

“Right now we’re just 
being gritty and just 
playing as Texas,” fresh-
man Jade Gortarez said. 
“I think that’s the biggest 
thing that we talk about 
on the daily. Work hard 
and go out there and rep-
resent Texas and who  
we are.”

Senior first baseman Kacy 
Clemens stood in his usual bat-
ting stance on the left side of 
home plate to face Sam Hous-
ton State’s pitcher Dakota Mills 
Tuesday night. 

But this was no ordinary  
at-bat — the bases were loaded 
with Longhorn runners. And 
Clemens knew what he had  
to do.

He smashed a ball into right 
field to bring home two base-
runners in what would end up 
propelling Texas to an 8-1 win 
at UFCU Disch-Falk Field. 

Still, Clemens’ clutch hit 
meant even more than just 
a couple runs in a blowout 
ballgame. It was ultimately a 
response to his team’s back-to-
back one-run losses to Kansas 
over the weekend.

“I think we’re definitely hit-
ting the ball a lot better than we 
did in Kansas this past week-
end,” junior pitcher Kyle John-
ston said. “Just trying to get back 
in the win column tonight, and 
we did that, so we’re excited.”

After Clemens sent two 
runners home, the Longhorns 
continued to tee off on Mills 
with two more RBI singles by 

redshirt junior second baseman 
Bret Boswell and junior catcher 
Michael Cantu. 

The burnt orange (20–12) 
found a wide-open 5-0 lead over 
the Bearkats (20–9), scoring all 
five runs after starting the rally 
with two outs in the third inning. 

“We talked a lot coming 
out of the Kansas game,” head 
coach David Pierce said. “That’s 
the thing that we have to do is 
just be a little tougher in the box 
with two strikes, to be able to 
fight off pitcher’s pitches, and 
then have the ability to stay on 
the ball when we get pitches to 
drive when we’re in hit count.”

The Bearkats fought back by 
scoring a run during the follow-
ing inning, but Cantu restored 
the five-run advantage with 
a solo home run in the sixth. 
The Longhorn catcher finished 
his big night with three hits in 
the game to extend his recent  
offensive hot streak. 

“I’ve made some adjustments 
going into Corpus, and I made 
some adjustments before that,” 
Cantu said. “(I’m) trusting my 
eyes and letting my hands do 
the work. We’ve worked on my 
swing a lot in the fall, so the 
swing is there, it’s just about get-
ting on time and getting good 
pitches to hit.”

Texas pitchers found steady 
rhythm on the other side of 
the ball, allowing only three 
hits all night. Johnston threw 
five innings on the mound 
before sophomore Chase 
Shugart, junior Connor Mayes 
and redshirt sophomore Tyler 
Schimpf secured the win with 
four scoreless innings pitched  
between the three.

Beyond his focus to home 
plate, Shugart also seems to 
have eyes at the back of his 
head. During the seventh in-
ning, the right-hander threw a 
stealthy ball to Clemens at first 
base to complete his fourth 
pickoff play of the season in just 
13 appearances on the mound.

“You know he’s locked in,” 
Pierce said. “He’s doing some 
things he’s never done before. 
He’s controlling the running 
game … He’s not worried about 
mechanics — he’s worried 
about executing pitches.”

The Longhorns regained 
their confidence with 12 total 
hits during Tuesday night’s win 
after their back-to-back losses 
to the Jayhawks last Saturday 
and Sunday. They aim to keep 
the ball rolling as they head 
into this weekend’s Big 12 series 
against Oklahoma at the UFCU 
Disch-Falk Field. 

By Vanessa Le
@vanessale

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore pitcher Chase Shugart swings from the plate. Shugart contributed to the effort of 
stifling Sam Houston State’s offense in the middle of the game by allowing zero runs.

SOFTBALL

Texas seeks revenge over 
crosstown foe Texas State

By Wills Layton
@willsdebeast

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan File Photo
Freshman catcher/first baseman Taylor Ellsworth is on a hot streak of her own lately, tally-
ing six RBIs in four games. She leads the team with an impressive average of .519.
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TODAY IN  
HISTORY

1984
Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar 
shatters Wilt 
Chamberlain’s 
career scoring 
record. Kareem 
is still atop of the 
list today with 
38,387.
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Today’s solution will appear here next issue
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Twenty-eight years after 
its founding, UT’s Habitat for 
Humanity student organiza-
tion is focusing on building a 
volunteer base to keep the tra-
dition of changing the lives of  
Austin families.

Sitting around a large 
square table after another late 
Monday night meeting is the 
eight-student leadership team 
behind UT’s Habitat for Hu-
manity chapter including 
government senior and HFH 
president Stephanie Slapik, 
who has been with the orga-
nization for three years. The 
mission is still the same: to 
advocate for more awareness 
for the organization on cam-
pus, fundraise, and grow the 
student volunteer base vital 
to constructing homes for 
Austin families.

An affiliate member of 
Austin’s larger Habitat for 
Humanity branch, the Uni-
versity subchapter coordi-
nates student volunteer days 
and sets fundraising goals 
throughout the semester. To 
help raise funding for home 
projects, UT Habitat partners 
with local companies, most 
recently AllState, the insur-
ance company, who matched 
a fundraising campaign to-
taling $10,000 toward future 
construction projects. Meet-
ing these fundraising goals 
means that UT Habitat can  
continue scheduling proj-
ect days, as the funds cov-
er part of the construc-
tion cost and the student  
organization’s volunteer fees.   

“We’ve had good  
fundraising,” Slapik said. 
“We’ve had nine (build-
ing days) last semester and 
were on the road for about 

nine again this semester and 
they’re long days. We get there 
around eight and sometimes 
we’re there ‘til around 4 p.m.” 

Not only do low-income 
families benefit from con-
struction projects, but vet-
erans and people who are 
disabled, low-income or el-
derly can also qualify for help 

from HFH. In addition to 
home building, UT Habitat 
contributes equally to home 
repair projects for those who 
struggle with affordability as 
they did March 25th with a 
community home re-painting 
project. English senior and 
HFH secretary Natalie Barden 
said she fondly remembers 

presenting a newly painted 
home to an elderly woman the  
subchapter helped. 

“She was so sweet,” 
Barden said. “She was like, 
‘This looks like a whole new 
house. I wouldn’t have had 
the means to do this with-
out you guys volunteering.’ 
It’s lovely to see how visibly 

appreciative they are.”
On April 8th, the  

organization will be  
passing on the keys to anoth-
er family. For many student 
volunteers, it will be the first 
key-giving ceremony they will 
be attending. For new home-
owners, a valuable part of the  
process is the opportunity 

to earn work equity hours 
by helping in the building of 
not only their own, but other 
family’s homes. This cycle of 
contributing and volunteering 
helps Habitat for Humani-
ty continue its core mission 
across Austin. 
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CAMPUS

Habitat for Humanity builds campus ties
By Michael Garcia

@alekasmars

Courtesy of the University of Texas at Austin’s Habitat for Humanity Chapter 
UT’s Habitat for Humanity chapter student volunteers pose outside of their ongoing construction project in Austin’s HFH community.

CITY

By Acacia Coronado
@acaciatree18

As the Austin Inter-
national Poetry Festival 
draws near, writers and 
speakers from around the 
globe are hurriedly trans-
lating poems, preparing 
monologues and board-
ing flights in an effort to 
arrive on time to inspire  
Austinites with their words.

From April 6-9, AIPF 
will bring together poets 
from a dozen countries to 
participate in poetry read-
ings, workshops, and sym-
posiums in Austin. The 
event will take place in 
various venues through-
out Austin and feature 
both readings by registered  
poets and open mic nights. 

“Poetry is a world  
language,” said Thom 
Woodruff, one of the four 
founders of AIPF. “It be-
longs to everyone. We 
wanted to be as inclusive 
and as universal as possible 
and have an open door to all 
cultural languages and all  
styles of poetry.”

In 1993 at the Chicago 
House, a local coffee shop, 
Woodruff, Herman M. Nel-
son, John Berry, and Sue Lit-
tleton decided that the heart of 
Texas needed a dose of poetry. 

“It was a beautiful venue, 
a two-story bluestone place 
where O’Henry used to do 
Gilbert and Sullivan recit-
als and soirees,” Woodruff 
said. “We thought, ‘This is 
the capital of Texas, it needs 

to have a poetry festival.’”
Berry suggested to cre-

ate an event similar to the 
Houston International Po-
etry Festival. But instead 
of making it juried and al-
lowing a panel to choose 
the poems, they wanted 
Austin to have an open 
festival that allowed any-
one who felt inspired to  
speak freely. 

“It is a volunteer festival 
(and) community festival, 
so it is all ages, races and 
cultures,” Woodruff said. “It 
is very diverse, and we try 
to work with all the Austin 
bookstores and libraries that  
feature poetry.”

Mark Wendel, the AIPF 
Board Chair who has been 
working to organize the 
event, said audiences will 
be able to experience a wide 
variety of themes as well 
as poetry translated from  
different languages.   

While tabling for the 
festival, Wendel said he 
was able to hear some 
of the locals’ different  
perspectives on the event 
and was pleased to see 
the festival’s open and  
diverse nature. 

“I was talking to a guy 
there and he said ‘You know, 
one of the things that’s  
different about Austin  
International Poetry Fes-
tival is that you are more 
involved with social jus-
tice,’ Wendel said. “ (The 
festival) is not only about 
bringing people togeth-
er, but the ability to have a  

conversation about what is 
really important.”

Bob “Mud” McMahon, 
an Australian poet who 
has participated in AIPF 
for a decade now, said he 
finds the opportunity that 
the festival offers to get to 
know people from all over 
the globe is one of the most  
enjoyable elements.

“It’s a collection of people 

who are dedicated to  
communication mainly 
through writing,” McMa-
hon said. “It is very free and 
open. The variety of expres-
sion is quite phenomenal.” 

After so many years,  
McMahon said the massive 
amount of art and culture 
of Austin has drawn him to  
continue participating. He 
said he believes this may be a  

driving force attracting  
others like him to the festival. 

“It’s a fulfilling engagement  
with the public and writ-
ers and others in all fields,” 
McMahon said. “Aus-
tin is an oasis in creativi-
ty. Austin is the center for 
all of the arts, film, SXSW  
and music.”

Woodruff said the 
importance that Austin  

places on literacy  
inspired them to plant 
the roots here for their  
beloved festival.

“Austin is the heart of 
Texas,” Woodruff said. 
“It is like the Athens of 
the South. People here 
love to read and write, so 
we thought internation-
al poetry should find a  
home here.”

Illustration by Victoria Smith | Daily Texan Staff

International Poetry Festival to slam Austin this weekend
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