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Restaurants 
remain open 
despite failed 
inspections

By Jenan Taha
@jenan_a_taha

At least 20 restaurants in 
zip codes surrounding UT 
Austin are continuing their 
operations with few reper-
cussions despite failing or 
receiving low scores from 
the health department in 
the past three years.

 According to data from 
the Austin/Travis County 
Health and Human Service 
Department, several Austin 
restaurants — including 
Thai Kitchen, Las Cazu-
elas and Ken’s Donuts — 
have failed or received low 
scores at least four times in 
the past three years. Restau-
rants are given a score from 
zero to 100, with a 70 or 
above considered a passing 
score, and are typically in-
spected no more than twice 
a year. 

These restaurants have 
had no permanent action 
taken against them despite 
their low scores, because 
of a lack of resources in the 
health department, said 
Vincent Delisi, assistant 
division manager of the  
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Survey examines sexual assault stats

Infographic by Megan McFarren | Daily Texan Staff

UT Austin has the high-
est percentage of rape 
among female undergrad-
uates across eight UT Sys-
tem academic institutions, 
according to a survey  
released Friday.  

The Cultivating Learn-
ing and Safe Environments 
survey, paid for by the UT 

System Board of Regents, 
found 15 percent of fe-
male undergraduates had 
been “raped, either through 
force, threat of force, inca-
pacitation or other forms 
of coercion,” since their en-
rollment at UT Austin. UT 
Dallas and UT San Antonio 
had the second highest per-
centages, both at 9 percent, 
and UT Tyler was report-
ed to have the lowest at  
6 percent. 

The survey collected 

data from 26,417 students 
at 13 different UT aca-
demic and health institu-
tions in fall 2015 and early 
2016. At UT Austin, 7,684  
students participated. 

“The UT System is shin-
ing a light on this issue, 
with the goal of refining 
existing programs and 
implementing addition-
al strategies to minimize 
risks for students,” Jenny 
LaCoste-Caputo, executive 

By Claire Allbright, 
Catherine Marfin & 

Anusha Lalani
@thedailytexan
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SWIMMING & DIVING

Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Texas men’s swimming and diving celebrates its 13th NCAA title in front of the lit UT Tower on Sunday night. Head coach Eddie Reese and the Longhorns 
dominated the NCAA Championships in Indianapolis, earning them their third consecutive title. 

POLICY

Students, teachers, parents 
rally to ‘Save Texas Schools’

By Lisa Dreher
@lisa_dreher97

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Texas residents gathered on the south steps of the Capitol 
to protest state legislation and budget cuts that would favor 
private schools.

Hundreds gathered at the 
Capitol on Saturday morning 
to protest state legislation and 
budget cuts that would favor 
private schools by decreasing 
funding for public schools. 

Students, teachers and 
parents at the Save Texas 
Schools rally urged the state 
Legislature to better fund  
public schools. 

Sam Cervantes, govern-
ment and communications 
sophomore, said his low-in-
come family who migrated 
from Mexico could only af-
ford public education. 

“When (my mother) 
dropped me off at school, she 
said education was all that 
she could give me,” Cervant-
es said. “A college education 
is a key — it is a paramount 
catalyst to break the cycle  
of poverty.”

The rally comes two days 
after the Texas Senate passed 
a bill that would allow parents 
to use state money to pay for 
private and parochial school 
tuition. Gov. Greg Abbott has 
said he supported this idea of 
school choice, where parents 
may pick alternatives to pub-
lic school, such as private and 
charter schools, and use state 
money through vouchers to 
pay for it.

Cervantes said the state 

should focus on public 
schools and the afford-
ability of public schools, 
which helped him get into  
the University. 

“I am proud to say I am 
undocumented and Latino 
and attending one of the best 
universities in the nation,” 
Cervantes said.

Social work freshman Me-
gan Perrin said her parents 
both taught in public schools, 
and based on their salaries, 
public school was the only 
affordable option. Perrin said 
her high school’s Advanced 
Placement program of col-
lege level courses prepared 
her for UT.

“I took a lot of AP cours-
es, and so it was a great  

transition,” Perrin said. “I 
think it was a great quality of 
education. I’m very proud of 
the teachers that we had.”

Participants booed at a 
volunteer dressed as Rob-
in Hood, who represented 
the state’s recapture system. 
The “Robin Hood” system 
takes money from districts 
the state deems wealthy 
and redistributes it among  
poorer districts. 

State Rep. Gina Hinojosa 
is a former AISD board pres-
ident who now represents the 
UT area in the House. 

According to the Austin 
American-Statesman, the 
House of Representatives’ 
budget plan would fund $1.5 

CAMPUS

UTPD warns students 
of panhandlers, scams
By Catherine Marfin

@catherinemarfin

The UT Police Depart-
ment began warning stu-
dents last week of aggres-
sive panhandlers operating 
around the campus area.

The “scam artists,” UTPD 
said, will approach individ-
uals and claim to be in an 
emergency situation, say-
ing they are in desperate 
need of cash. The panhan-
dler will then pressure indi-
viduals into going to ATM 
machines and withdraw-
ing money. UTPD began 
warning students about 
the panhandlers early last 
week through the Campus 
Watch, which presents se-
lected daily crimes report-
ed to or observed by UTPD 
in the form of emails  
to subscribers.

Destiny Winston, a se-
nior police officer with the 
Austin Police Department, 
said panhandlers com-
monly operate outside of 
businesses and storefronts, 
and individuals should al-
ways report to the police 
when they feel harassed 
by a panhandler who is  
being aggressive. 

“The businesses have the 
decision on whether or not 
they want to call the police, 
but the pedestrian should 
call the police if they’re 

feeling harassed or if the 
person was being aggres-
sive,” Winston said. “At the 
very minimum, officers 
would show up, talk with 
the person who called in, 
talk with the individual if 
they are still there on scene 
and make contact with the 
individual and (document 
the incident with a report).”

Winston said APD has 
enforcement methods to 
deal with panhandlers be-
cause of city ordinances 
prohibiting aggressive so-
licitation, but if an individ-
ual willingly gives a pan-
handler money, there is not 
much officers can do for  
the victim. 

Communication stud-
ies senior Zena Brown, a 
manager at Tyler’s on Gua-
dalupe Street, said panhan-
dlers operate outside of the 
store from time-to-time, 
but she hasn’t seen an up-
tick in incidents outside the 
store in recent weeks. 

“We’ve seen a few here 
and there, but hasn’t hap-
pened lately, at least not as 
much as it has in previous 
summers,” Brown said. 

Brown said customers 
rarely report the incidents 
to the store’s employees, 
and employees only report 
to the police in cases where 
the panhandler or transient 

SCHOOLS page 2 UTPD page 2

LUCKY 13
Men’s swimming & diving wins 13th nation-
al title, becoming winningest program ever. 

Read more on page 6.
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Lisa Rodriguez looks at signs in a local shop in Fredericksburg on Saturday afternoon. 
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Environmental Health  
Services Department.

Delisi said the city’s restau-
rants are growing at a rate of 
about 3 percent each year, 
making it difficult to fulfill 
the city’s need for inspections. 
With more than 700 restau-
rants in just the central and 
downtown area, this means 
thousands of inspections must 
be carried out annually.

“We are doing our best 
to protect public health, but 
more inspections would prob-
ably provide greater protec-
tion,” Delisi said. “Without the 
additional inspectors, we are 
unable to meet the demand for 
inspections that is required.”

 A restaurant must fail four 
inspections in a three-year 
period before its food permits 
are suspended, Delisi said.

Despite this, all of the con-
sistently failing restaurants 
are still in operation and 
scores have had little effect on  
their business.

According to health  

billion more than the 
Senate for public schools. 
Hinojosa said the state 
Senate should better fund 
schools instead of through 
districts and taxpayers. 

“Our property tax 
money that has come is 
because of our increased 
property values,” Hi-
nojosa said. “The Sen-
ate, though, has chosen 
to take that money and 
pad the rest of its bud-
get and shortchange our  
public schools.”

Southwest High School 
senior Melissa Gunnoe 
will attend UT next year 
and came to the rally to 
support teachers like her 
mother. Gunnoe said her 
mother wanted her to be 
exposed to the diversity in 
public schools.

“She put me in a public 
school so I can learn from 
the environment that it 
gave me and help me be-
come a better person,” 
Gunnoe said. 

Melissa’s mother, Di-
ana Gunnoe, said pub-
lic schools deserve 
the funding instead of  
private ones.

“Our buildings are old, 
our books are old,” Diana 
Gunnoe said. “A lot of 
kids don’t have technolo-
gy at home so we should 
have it for everyone in all 
of the classrooms. (And) 
give teachers a raise, a real 
raise, not just 1 percent or 
2 percent.”

individual is causing  
severe disruptions.

“Every once in awhile, 
we’ll have a customer 
who’s not from around 
here come in and say 
‘Hey, there’s a homeless 
person harassing peo-
ple outside, just so y’all 
know,’” said Brown. “If 
we see people hanging 
around outside, the store 
manager will usually just 
tell them ‘Hey, you can’t 
sit outside our door,’ but 
we don’t usually report to 
the police.” 

Historically, the tran-
sient population in the 
downtown and West 
Campus areas has raised 
safety concerns for the 
students who populate 
the area. 

Art history junior Amy 
Anderson said when 
she lived in West Cam-
pus, she would encoun-
ter panhandlers at least 
twice a week, but that she 
never felt threatened by  
their presence. 

“I know they’re always 
special cases, but I’ve 
never seen any signs of 
danger with the homeless 
people I’ve encountered,” 
Anderson said. “I think 
they target younger stu-
dents because we always 
want to try to be nice and 
do the right thing, be-
cause sometimes it’s hard 
to point out if someone’s 
telling the truth or not 
and they know they can 
take advantage of that.”

To avoid falling vic-
tim to the scam, APD 
recommends students 
avoid engaging and con-
versing with panhandlers 
and remain in a state of 
situational awareness  
when walking to-and-
from campus. 

director of media relations 
and external communi-
cations, said in an email. 
“Even one incident of sex-
ual assault or misconduct 
on our campuses is one  
too many.”

UT Police Department 
Chief David Carter said 
the department was not 
surprised by the survey re-
sults because sexual assault 
victims are often reluctant  
to report. 

“Nationally, survey af-
ter survey says that sexual 
assaults are greatly un-
der-reported,” Carter said. 
“Considering the small 
number reported to UTPD, 
(the survey results) are  
not surprising.”

Only 8 percent of victims 
across the System said they 
told someone at the institu-
tion about the instance, and 

28 percent told someone 
they trusted. At UT Austin 
the number of victims who 
reported to the University 
was a little lower at 6 per-
cent, however, 32 percent 
told someone they trusted 
about the incident.

The full survey used 
behavioral questions to 
look at four areas of vi-
olence including sexual 
harassment by students 
and staff, stalking, dating 
and domestic abuse and 
unwanted sexual contact. 
These areas of violence are 
all prohibited under Title 
IX, an education amend-
ment that protects against  
sex discrimination. 

A student who has expe-
rienced these forms of vi-
olence can report the inci-
dent to the Title IX Office, 
and also has the option to 
take criminal action and 
report the incident to the 
police. In both Title IX 

and criminal proceedings, 
the victim can choose to  
remain anonymous. 

Carter said seven inci-
dents of sexual assault were 
reported to UTPD last year, 
and so far this year, one in-
cident has been reported to 
the department. 

“The number of cases 
reported to UTPD is very, 
very small,” Carter said. “By 
nature people are very re-
luctant to report sexual as-
sault, at least to the police. 
I would say the University 
is aware of many more sex-
ual assaults because they 
are reported through Title 
IX, and the victim does not 
want to involve the police.”

Included in the UT Aus-
tin report was a number 
of initiatives the Univer-
sity said they plan to im-
plement to address sex-
ual violence on campus. 
Among the immediate 
priorities was developing  

educational programs for 
faculty and staff, collecting 
more data on specific in-
stances of sexual assault and 
expanding services which 
aid and inform students. 

Although the Universi-
ty provides reporting and 
support services to victims 
of sexual assault, public 
health sophomore Sofie 
Momin said it’s not enough. 

“They have those support 
services available, but I feel 
like people don’t reach out 
to them that much because 
I think they think once (the 
assault) happened, it’s hap-
pened and there’s nothing 
that can be done to change 
it,” Momin said. “Some-
times they don’t want to 
talk about it once it’s hap-
pened. They just don’t want 
to publicize or make it a big 
deal, even though it is.”

The full System and Uni-
versity reports are available 
on the UT System website.
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Environmental Health  
Services Department.

Delisi said the city’s restau-
rants are growing at a rate of 
about 3 percent each year, 
making it difficult to fulfill 
the city’s need for inspections. 
With more than 700 restau-
rants in just the central and 
downtown area, this means 
thousands of inspections must 
be carried out annually.

“We are doing our best 
to protect public health, but 
more inspections would prob-
ably provide greater protec-
tion,” Delisi said. “Without the 
additional inspectors, we are 
unable to meet the demand for 
inspections that is required.”

 A restaurant must fail four 
inspections in a three-year 
period before its food permits 
are suspended, Delisi said.

Despite this, all of the con-
sistently failing restaurants 
are still in operation and 
scores have had little effect on  
their business.

According to health  

department data, Thai Kitch-
en received the same viola-
tions several times in a row, 
including evidence of rodents, 
insects and cross-contamina-
tion of foods. The restaurant 
received passing scores in 
2014 and 2015, despite inspec-
tors finding evidence of ro-
dents and insects both times.

 Tom Seneewongs, owner 
of Thai Kitchen, said health 
inspection scores can often 
be inaccurate or unfair. In the 
past three years, Thai Kitchen 
has received six low or failing 
scores, the second highest 
amount in Austin.

 “A lot times it’s the luck of 
draw,” Seneewongs said in 
an email. “You can get a real-
ly young inspector trying to 
make their mark and picks 
off everything. Then you get 
an older person that gives 
you suggestions on how to 
improve but take(s) points off 
every little thing.”

 Salvation Pizza on West 
34th Street, which received 
low or failing scores in the 
past three years, faced almost 
no consequences from the  

health department. 
General Manager Myris-

tyl Chamberlain said the low 
scores did not seriously affect 
the restaurant’s operations  
or reputation.

 “We just had a health in-
spection, and we’re doing 
great,” Chamberlain said. 
“They’re not trying to come 
in and shut us down. They’re 
just trying to make sure every-
thing is how it should be.”

Salvation Pizza’s latest fail-
ure was because of incorrect 
food-holding temperatures. 
The restaurant was shut down 
for less than 24 hours and re-
opened, managers said.

Delisi said more than 90 
percent of all restaurants score 
an 80 or higher on inspec-
tions, while those who score 
low may be because of the  
inspection’s circumstances.

“When we make our in-
spection, we are seeing a 
snapshot of the establishment 
— the conditions of the es-
tablishment at the time of our 
inspection,” Delisi said. “We 
can only see what we see when 
we’re there.”
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Linda Gerber, director of 
the Center for International 
Business Education, discussed 
the repercussions of the Unit-
ed States’ withdrawal from 
the Trans-Pacific Partnership, 
one of the very first acts of the 
Trump presidency, via a virtu-
al webinar Friday.

TPP is an international 
trade agreement ratified by 12 
countries including the Unit-
ed States early last year. Partic-
ipating countries make up 40 
percent of the global GDP and 
agreed to the treaty’s terms on 
reducing barriers to trade. 

“TPP is the first trade 
agreement to encompass so 
many countries of different 
economic developments,” 
Gerber said. “It could possi-
bly serve as a landmark for 
other global trade agreements  
going forward.”

Gerber said although the 
TPP isn’t perfect, she is an  

advocate of the partnership.
“I really believe the open-

ness we’ve seen in post World 
War II economies have been 
essential in creating a period 
of relative peace and prosperi-
ty,” Gerber said.  “My students 
yesterday gave a report that 
shows all countries who have 
supported open trade have 
benefited tremendously.”

Gerber said the Unites 
States’ withdrawal might  
have repercussions. 

“When you only have 
regional trade or bilateral 
agreements, you start getting 
regional trade blocs,” Gerber 
said. “These are potentially 
dangerous because that could 
start pitting regions against 
each other.”

Economics freshman Ralph 
Lee listened to the webinar 
and said the United States’ 
departure is inevitable due 
to President Donald Trump’s 
plan to shift the country  
toward isolationism.

“We might see some short 

term boons domestically,” Lee 
said. “But in the long term the 
U.S. is taking a step back as the 
largest economic superpower 
not just in Asia but also on a 
global scale.”

Lee said he agrees with Ger-
ber in that the United States is 
taking a step back when there 
is a proliferation of trade in 
the world.

“Now is too early to tell 
if our withdrawal will cre-
ate benefits,” Lee said “But 
in an ever globalizing world, 
free trade may be the only 
way the U.S. can sustain  
its hegemony.”

Accounting sophomore 
Kevin Yen, another webinar 
viewer, said he found the lec-
ture surprisingly interesting.

“I’ve never learned about 
the international side of busi-
ness,” Yen said. “Seeing trade 
dynamics played out on such 
a grand scale is very enlight-
ening and brings an entire-
ly new perspective to my  
business education.”  

By Ashley Liu
@ashley_liu111

Gerber offers explanation of 
Trans-Pacific Partnership

NEWS Monday, March 27, 2017 3

CAMPUS

Rep. John Lewis documentary 
encourages youth activism

When democratic Geor-
gia Congressman John 
Lewis was in his 20s, he 
became one of the “Big 
Six” leaders of the Civil  
Rights Movement.

Speakers used Lew-
is’ life as a call to action 
Friday to encourage stu-
dents to impact change in 
their 20s at a discussion 
on the three-part graphic 
memoir “MARCH,” which 
chronicles the Civil Rights 
Movement through the  
congressman’s perspective.

Lewis was scheduled to 
appear at the event, but 
was unable to attend be-
cause of the delay in voting 
on a health care bill in the 
House of Representatives, 
event organizer Cherise  
Smith said. 

The event began with a 
screening of the documen-
tary “John Lewis - Get in 
the Way” and was followed 
by a conversation about 
“MARCH” with Lewis’ 
co-author Andrew Aydin 

and illustrator Nate Powell. 
Aydin, who is the con-

gressman’s digital director 
and policy advisor, said 
there is a “nine-word prob-
lem” in the United States 
when it comes to a lack of 
knowledge about the Civil 
Rights Movement. 

“Most students graduate 
from high school knowing 
only nine words on the Civ-
il Rights Movement,” Aydin 
said. “They only know ‘Rosa 
Parks, Martin Luther King, 
I Have a Dream’ and that’s 
it. How can you under-
stand the politics of today 
if you do not understand 
what happened in the Civil 
Rights Movement?”

Aydin said because 
“MARCH” is a graphic nov-
el, it can help reach and ed-
ucate younger audiences. 

“I was really moved by 
the fact that this was all 
in a comic book,” history 
senior Claire Patten said. 
“You don’t really think 
about comic books general-
ly as a form of activism or  
inspiring people.” 

The event put on by 

the John L. Warfield Cen-
ter for African and Afri-
can-American Studies, the 
LBJ School of Public Affairs 
and the LBJ Presidential 
Library coincided with the 
Warfield Center’s exhibit 
“March ON!,” which show-
cases original drawings 
from “MARCH” and oth-
er artwork from the Civil  
Rights Movement.

Warfield Center director 
Smith said she hopes the 
event helps people under-
stand the importance of 
history and how it impacts 
the present.    

“People should know 
that their individual inflec-
tive actions are important 
to democracy and they can 
affect change,” Smith said. 
“They should also hopefully 
understand how important 
art is in motivating and tell-
ing people to participate in  
our democracy.”

The “March ON!” exhibit 
will be on display Wednes-
day to Saturday from noon 
to 5 p.m. through April 17 
in the Christian-Green Gal-
lery in Jester Center.

By Rachel Cooper
@rachelcoopa
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Courtesy of Jasmine Barnes
Junior Maria Mendez, left, Susana Almanza, middle, and freshman Sarah Hudson. Alman-
za’s experience with gentrification was the subject of Mendez and Hudson’s video. 

Students film documentaries 
highlighting East Austin voices

Through the power of 
storytelling, the Alterna-
tive Breaks Austin program 
has given minority voices a 
chance to be heard and rec-
ognized for their role in the 
history and future of Austin.

Alternative Breaks is run 
by the Longhorn Center for 
Community Engagement, 
where groups of UT stu-
dents learn and immerse 
themselves in social issues 
taking place across the 
country. This is the first year 
AB has had a program based 
in Austin.

Selected from an applica-
tion process in the fall, 10 
participants lived in East 
Austin over spring break 
and created documenta-
ry-style videos about a com-
munity member whose ex-
perience highlighted issues 
happening in Austin.

Linguistics freshman Ky-
ler McGehee said partici-
pating showed him many 

problems students may not 
know of, as he himself — 
an Austin native — was  
not aware.

“A lot of people come 
thinking Austin is this oa-
sis, like there’s no racism, 
and it’s so liberal,” McGe-
hee said. “I think to some 
aspects that’s true … but 
there are so many problems. 
Being enclosed in this tiny 
space of UT campus, (stu-
dents) may not realize these 
issues are going on.”

Videos focused on is-
sues, such as problems in 
the criminal justice system, 
gentrification of historical-
ly black communities and 
youth gang prevention.

Jasmine Barnes is a so-
ciology and journalism ju-
nior who acted as a leader 
for the Austin trip. By telling 
these stories, Barnes said  AB 
was able to give these disen-
franchised voices a way to 
feel affirmed.

“Having that story docu-
mented, like in a short film 
or on a media platform, 

gives legitimacy to your ex-
perience,” Barnes said. “It 
says that you’re important 
and that you deserve to be 
represented and to exist, re-
ally for the rest of time with 
YouTube videos that are go-
ing to exist for years.”

AB focuses on service that 
helps to continue empow-
ering those in need to find 
sustainable solutions, said 
Hali Hoyt, assistant director 
in the Longhorn Center.

“In no way shape or form 
are we going there to be 
saviors,” Hoyt said. “We’re 
going there to do what that 
community needs and really 
learn how to listen a com-
munity and be their ally.”

For McGehee, the trip left 
him appreciative of all the 
different communities with-
in Austin.

“Being able to get a more 
accurate view of the city that 
I live in makes me feel like 
I’m not living in a lie any-
more,” McGehee said. “My 
eyes are open to everything 
going on around me.” 

By Lisa Nhan
@nhanbread24

Mary Pistorius
Daily Texan Staff

Andrew Aydin 
speaks at Hogg 

Auditorium on 
Friday afternoon, 

following a doc-
umentary about 

Georgia state 
representative 

John Lewis. 



CodeNext sounds like a business major’s 
presentation on innovative language in the 
workplace, but it’s actually Austin’s shiny new 
“initiative to rewrite our outdated and com-
plicated Land Development Code,” accord-
ing to the city’s official website. 

There’s no doubt restructuring our land 
development code is an important effort, 
but there’s also reason to be wary of the 
execution of this project. “I think the key 
thing that students should care about is the 
new zoning map coming out April 18. That 
is going to tell us if it truly helps students 
and the city,” wrote Aaron Arnett, co-direc-
tor for Student Government’s City Relations 
Agency, in an email. 

Although subject to change, when last 
presented CodeNext was divided into two 
general parts: transect for urban areas, think 
high-density with possible mixed use space, 
and non-transect for suburban and rural ar-
eas. The decisions made on the April 18 map 
will determine what parts of the city will face 
certain types of development.

The new zoning map will determine 
whether an initial unofficial prediction from 
the Mayor’s Task Force on Institutional Rac-
ism calling CodeNext “the most recent tool 
of institutionalized racism,” will come true.

 In the last two decades, East Austin has 
faced a sweep of aggressively modern de-
velopment. The development of East Austin 
has been a physical and cultural take over, an 
urban colonization. While it is too early to 
tell whether CodeNext will aid this harmful 
trend, those interested in Austin’s authentici-
ty should have their heads up.

 The most important element to preserving 
East Austin neighborhoods will be the ability 
for the city to expand elsewhere, which will be 
determined by CodeNext. It is time for West 
Austin to bear the burden of growth — be-
yond traffic. Zoning more of West Austin for 
development would also build diversity of 
culture, something Old Austin was lacking in.

Some argue the solution is preservation, 
and certain parts of East Austin are historical 
and deserve to be protected. But declaring 
more historical districts will drive up price 
and demand for those areas which could 
cause almost identical demographic changes 
as continuing a policy of new development.  

While development does have its upsides, 
the economic force has pushed traditional 
residents of East Austin out of their homes, 
and is leeching Austin’s black culture away 
from it’s roots. Since 2014, Austin has been 
the only growing city in the country with a 
shrinking African-American population. 

“They don’t want us to have the loud mu-
sic, the worshiping hours, so it’s time that we 
should move,” said Pastor Clarence Jones to 
KUT News, explaining the decision to move 
the traditionally black, Greater Saint John 
Baptist Church out of East Austin to Manor.

 This is an area where the voices of UT 
students could help shape the future. “I think 
Student Government City Relations can have 
a positive effect on that input by talking to 
council members about our desired chang-
es. The difficulty is that some neighborhood 
groups, which are powerful in Austin, might 
have different agendas,” Arnett wrote. 

Every city has growing pains, and Austin’s 
reluctance to recognize its growth early on 
has made ours all the worse. While there will 
have to be compromises, there is a right way 
to move forward and develop in places that 
can handle development. And there’s still 
time to protect the neighborhoods and spac-
es that made Austin itself in the first place. 

MacLean is an advertising and geography 
sophomore from Austin. 

The 2017 edition of South by Southwest 
featured a “Startup Village” boasting an im-
pressive set of speakers ranging from estab-
lished tech companies, Beth Comstock vice 
chair of GE, to the nouveau tech disrupters, 
represented by Marty Weiner, chief technol-
ogy officer of Reddit. New tech companies, 
such as Uber, have become increasingly im-
portant to the industry. However, Snapchat’s 
baseless IPO and the willingness of investors 
to bet on unprofitable businesses draws par-
allels to the dotcom bust of 2000 — bad news 
for startup based economies.  

On March 10, 2000 the NASDAQ, an in-
dicator for the strength of the stock market, 
peaked at 5,048.62 points. The following 
week, a firesale of dotcom stocks — inter-
net companies with “.com” in their name — 
caused the market to crash, and a year later 
the index had lost 60 percent of its value. 

Companies folded, retirement funds in-
vested in the market evaporated and college 
graduates were left in an economy unwilling 
to employ them. The Silicon Hills of Austin, 

with a vibrant start-up scene and strong tech 
based economy, is uniquely vulnerable to dol-
drums in the tech industry. 

In order to avoid another catastrophe, 
companies have avoided going public without 
strong backing by institutional investors, thus 
guaranteeing a viable business. Facebook was 
valued at over $80 billion when it went pub-
lic in contrast to 1990s flop @Home, which 
was backed by a weak $0.7 million. Moreover, 
more and more money is being kept off pub-
lic exchanges and is tied up in private mon-
ey pools managed by MBAs and Ivy-league 
grads. The number of “unicorns”, private 
companies valued at more than $1 billion, sat 
at one in 2009 and by 2017 had grown to 188. 

However, investors are not immune to bad 
investing. Research demonstrates that insti-
tutions like private equity, and venture capi-
tal firms especially, are prone to groupthink 
and overvalue companies because of the tight 
knit environment, Silicon Valley, they tend to 
operate in. This is more likely to result in un-
realistic valuations for exciting “hot money” 
companies, and because Silicon Valley can 
act as an echo chamber, the unrealistic valua-
tions will spread more quickly, creating a vi-
cious cycle. Do not confuse private investing 

with security for common people; funding for 
these investments is still drawn in part from 
major pension funds and the impacts of bad 
investing can easily flood unrelated markets.  

All that glitters is not gold. Digital native 
darlings like Twitter, Snapchat and Tesla 
represent a dangerous trend of well-funded 
companies with shaky foundations. Twitter 
has lost around half a billion dollars every 
year since 2013, and revenue isn’t expected to 
grow more than 1 percent each year. Snapchat 
was valued at $25 billion and recently went 
public despite posting losses of $514 million 
in 2016 and never turning a profit in any 

quarter. Tesla is constantly derided for being 
unsustainable and unable to iron out supply 
problems. But perhaps the best illustration of 
the rampant tech industry is ride-sharing be-
hemoth — Uber. Despite being valued at $66 
billion, more than Ford and GM, the com-
pany lost $2.2 billion last year, its business 
model is indefensible and its profitability is 
uncertain. Online retail behemoth Amazon is 
renowned for taking losses in order to invest 
back into the business, but even its greatest 
loss was only $1.98 billion in 2000 (adjusted 
for inflation). Uber has exceeded that num-
ber two years in a row and shows no sign of 
closing the gap. It’s incomprehensible. 

A bubble has five stages: displacement, 
boom, euphoria, profit taking and panic. The 
Startup Village at SXSW enjoyed the wind-
falls of an industry feeling euphoria but it 
would be wise for financiers of tech compa-
nies to proceed cautiously. We should have 
learned from the crises caused by the hubris 
of ivory tower investors and C-suite execu-
tives in 2000 and 2008. Millions of ordinary 
Americans were stuck footing the bill and lost 
their livelihoods as the markets suffocated 
them. We cannot afford to let it happen again.

Hasan is a business freshman from Plano. 

Last week, my eyes feasted upon a spectacle 
nearly too grotesque for words. Sitting in the 
Oval Office was President Donald Trump, a 
sight with which I am still not comfortable, 
and flanked on either side were two of my 
congressional representatives: Sen. Ted Cruz 
(R-TX) and Rep. John Culberson (R-TX). 
They were there to take a photo-op regarding 
NASA funding. (The Johnson Space Center is 
not within Culberson’s district.)

 Cruz, of course, is almost universally hat-
ed by his fellow senators. He is a household 
name throughout the country, and many rea-
sonably believe he is the singularly worst sen-
ator in that chamber. But one can also make a 
surprisingly compelling case that Culberson 
is the worst representative in his chamber.

 Culberson represents the 7th Congressio-
nal District, a swath of the broadly-western 
part of Houston and the surrounding sub-
urbs. The district has been Republican for 
longer than most anywhere else in Texas. 
(George H.W. Bush was first elected to it in 
1966, becoming at that time one of only two 
Republican congressmen from Texas.)

 Since being first elected in 1998, Culberson 
has done next to nothing. A member of the 
same freshman congressional class as Speaker 
Paul Ryan, Culberson has made absolutely no 
effort to climb the ladder of either leadership 
or committees. He merely pontificates empty 
platitudes, seldom visiting the district he os-
tensibly represents or listening to constituents.

 This past Saturday, Culberson did face 
the music at a town hall event in Houston. It 
was unpleasant. Despite attempting to make 
things as cumbersome as possible for his con-
stituents, Culberson was still cacophonously 
booed by those to whom he has abdicated his 
responsibility to represent.

 In fact, the only accomplishment of  

substance that Culberson has done since taking 
office nearly 20 years ago is to scuttle expansion 
of Houston’s light rail system. Despite no longer 
even representing the area in question, Culber-
son repeatedly grandstands against the project 
and even successfully fought — over the objec-
tion of the neighborhood’s actual congressman, 
fellow Republican Rep. Ted Poe! — to put a 
rider in a federal bill prohibiting federal funds 
for light rail on specific Houston streets. This 
shameful pandering is basically Culberson’s 
only tangible achievement.

 And yet, he keeps getting re-elected, most-
ly because of the district that his buddy, dis-
graced former Majority Leader Tom DeLay, 
gerrymandered for him. But the district voted 
for Hillary Clinton in last year’s presidential 
election. Three Democrats have already signed 
up for a primary to determine who has the 
privilege of taking on Culberson next year.

 Culberson, unlike Cruz, is not a household 
name. Most of his constituents do not know 
his name, which is indubitably a good thing 
for Culberson, because to know him is to 
loathe him. Culberson is nothing more than a 
do-nothing phony with a pathological hatred 
of mass transit on Richmond Avenue.

 There are others like, though in my opinion 
never quite as bad as, Culberson. Rep. Roger 
Williams, who represents the 40 Acres, is part 
of a district so egregiously gerrymandered that 
his residence is outside Fort Worth. Rep. Mi-
chael McCaul, whose district stretches from 
Austin to Houston and is the second-wealth-
iest member of Congress, spends his days 
fighting for large tax cuts benefiting his fel-
low super-rich. (McCaul’s father-in-law is the 
chairman of Clear Channel Communications.)

 Thankfully, for each and every member of the 
U.S. House, they will be on the ballot next year. 
Culberson’s district has already proved that it will 
vote for a Democrat over a bloviating phony. The 
district just has to learn that John Culberson is 
one just as much as Trump. 

Horwitz is a first-year law student from Houston. 
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Rep. Culberson proves himself 
unsuited to represent Houston

CodeNEXT promises to 
change Austin development

By Josephine MacLean
Daily Texan Senior Columnist 
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Research demonstrates that in-
stitutions like private equity, and 
venture capital firms especially, are 
prone to groupthink and overvalue 
companies because of the tightknit 
environment, Silicon Valley, they 
tend to operate in. 

Angel Ulloa | Daily Texan Staff
Austin Mayor Steve Adler discusses CodeNEXT with members of the local tech community 
on March 22, 2017. CodeNEXT has the ability to revamp Austin’s land development.

The most important element to 
preserving East Austin neighbor-
hoods will be the ability for the city 
to expand elsewhere, which will be 
determined by CodeNEXT.
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12 Defensive Player of the  
Year award.  

“Throughout my career here, 
we’ve encountered a lot of ad-
versity,” Taylor said. “I couldn’t 
be prouder of Kelsey’s and my 
career here.”

The seniors’ leadership 
helped spark growth in a Tex-
as team that started the season 
with uncertainty and went on 
to win 19 games in a row.

“We can’t go without giving 
credit to our seniors,” Atkins 
said. “I’m really thankful for 
them. They really helped us be-
come who we are.”    

Lang and Taylor’s senior 
class was the first one Aston re-
cruited when she arrived on the 
40 Acres in 2012 and the duo 
has helped return Texas to the 
national spotlight over the past 
four years.         

“I can’t say enough about 
those two,” Aston said. “And 
what kind of people they are 

and what kind of student ath-
letes they’ve been at Texas. 
When they came to Texas, I 
mean, we weren’t very good, 
and they bought into a vi-
sion, and they trusted the vi-
sion throughout their career. 
When you look at what kind 
of leadership skills they’ve 
learned, what kind of young 
women they are now as they 
begin to think about walking 
across that stage in the spring, 
that’s what I’m so proud of as 
a coach.”

SWEET 16
continues from page 6

DELL MATCH
continues from page 6

Texas felt ready to start 
Big 12 play, but Still-
water proved to be a  
tough destination.

Texas brought its tal-
ly of one-run losses to 
seven on the season with 
1-0, 2-1 and 10-9 losses to  
Oklahoma State.

The first two games 
proved to be battles on  
the mound.

Senior pitcher Tiarra 
Davis started the pitching 
battle for Texas. Davis al-
lowed one run on four hits 
and four strikeouts Friday. 
Oklahoma State pitcher 
Brandi Needham struck 
out six Longhorns and al-
lowed only two hits and no  
earned runs. 

The sole run of the game 
was a homer up the middle 
by Oklahoma State pitch-
er Jessi Haffner. Freshman 
third baseman Kaitlyn 
Slack and senior first base-
man Kelli Hanzel provid-
ed Texas’ only hits of the 
game with singles in the  
third inning. 

Redshirt sophomore 

pitcher Erica Wright was 
at the mound for the Long-
horns in the second game. 
Her streak of 15 scoreless 
innings ended when a walk 
followed by a homer gave 
the Cowgirls a 2-0 advan-
tage. 

Texas saw its first spark 
of production in the fourth 
inning when sophomore 
outfielder Reagan Hatha-
way blasted a solo home 
run down the right field line 
to bring the score to 2-1. 
Freshman catcher Taylor 
Ellsworth and freshman sec-
ond baseman Jade Gortarez 
followed up with a single 
and double, respectively, but 
were unable to score. 

Offense took center  
stage Sunday. 

Oklahoma State was 
quick to score in the first 
inning, taking an early 2-0 
lead. At the bottom of the 
third, Ellsworth led the 
charge with an RBI double 
to bring the score to 2-1. 
Gortarez followed with a 
two-run RBI double to give 
Texas a 3-2 lead. Freshman 
outfielder Tuesday Der-
Margosian capped off the 
third with a single RBI, ex-

tending Texas’ lead to 4-2. 
Sophomore pitcher 

Brooke Bolinger entered 
the circle for the Longhorns 
in the fifth inning, keeping 
the Cowgirls scoreless for 
Texas to maintain the lead. 
Fielding errors by the Cow-
girls put Hanzel and Slack 
on base in the sixth, then se-
nior shortstop Devon Tun-
ning sent a triple out to the 
wall to give the Longhorns 
a 6-2 lead. Hot hitting from 
senior outfielder Stepha-
nie Wong, Ellsworth and 
Davis brought Texas to an  
8-2 lead. 

It seemed like the Long-
horns had the game under 
control with 13 hits head-
ing into the seventh.

But the Cowgirls were 
resilient as they loaded the 
bases at the top of the sev-
enth and eventually tied the 
game at 8-8. 

In extra innings, Ells-
worth made Texas history by 
going 5-for-5 at bat for the 
first time since Taylor Thom 
in 2011. But the Cowgirls 
answered once again at the 
plate, closing out the 10-9 
victory and concluding the  
three-game sweep. 

By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah

Longhorns stumble against  
Oklahoma State in Big 12 opener

would go in.” 
His finals opponent, 

22-year-old Rahm, boldly 
claimed he wanted a shot to 
play Johnson in the champion-
ship match.  

“Well, I want to play who 
is playing the best right now,” 
Rahm said before the final. 
“Honestly it would be great to 
play DJ.” 

Through eight holes, the 
Spaniard looked as though 
he was regretting those 
words. Johnson won five of 
the first eight holes to take a 

big lead. But Rahm didn’t go  
away quietly. 

Rahm slowly chipped away 
at Johnson’s lead on the final 10 
holes. The turning point came 
on the 13th hole, where Rahm 
drove the green and two-putt-
ed for birdie.

“That’s when the emotions 
got back to a normal level and 
I was able to play good golf,” 
Rahm said. 

A birdie on the 15th brought 
Rahm within striking distance 
before he sank a 31–foot putt 
on the next hole to bring him 
within one  of Johnson’s lead. 
That sent shock waves through 
Austin Country Club. 

The usually calm Johnson 
admitted that his pulse got go-
ing a bit after the hole, but he 
was able to “hang in there.” 

The two competitors 
matched pars on the final 
two holes to secure the vic-
tory for Johnson — his sixth 
victory in 10 months. But the 
scariest part for his coun-
terparts on the Tour is that 
Johnson doesn’t even feel 
like he has played his best  
golf yet. 

“I’m playing really well, 
don’t get me wrong,” John-
son said. “If I’m playing my 
best, yeah, I’ll play against  
anybody, anytime.”

Shebat, and Haas, senior 
Jack Conger played an es-
sential role in several of the  
team relays.

But just like his team-
mates, he was good on  
his own.

A win in the 200-yard 
butterfly made it certain 
that his name will linger 
for time to come, even as 
he departs the team. His 
time of 1:37.35 was enough 
to break the NCAA, Amer-
ican and U.S. Open re-
cords.  

“You want to make sure 
you fill the shoes of the 
legends before you,” Con-

ger said. “It’s a huge honor 
being a part of that elite 
group Eddie (Reese) has 
produced over the past  
30 years.” 

Of the 542 points Texas 
accumulated, most came 
from individual events. 
But everything was done 
in the name of Texas,  
for Texas.

At last year’s champi-
onships, Haas blew every-
one out of the water by 
setting NCAA, American, 
school and Big 12 records 
in the 200-yard freestyle. 
Though he was unable 
to eclipse his own time 
this year, he defended his  
title successfully.

And to him, that was all 

that mattered.
“At the end of the day, I 

won and got the points for 
Texas,” Haas said. “At this 
meet, that’s what’s most 
important. You do it for  
your team.”

As Licon, Conger, Smith 
and other seniors get 
ready to say goodbye to 
their Longhorn family, it’s 
hard not to be overcome  
with nostalgia.

“I can’t believe my 
NCAA career is over,” 
Conger said. “I’d be more 
sad if I wasn’t passing the 
torch to someone else, but 
the fact that I have people 
to give it to like Town-
ley (Haas) makes it that  
much better.”

CHAMPIONSHIP
continues from page 6
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It’s been a heck of a 
ride! Glad we could 
fet it done for the 

#40acres! #HookEm 

Will Licon
@WillLicon
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL | STANFORD 77-66 TEXAS

By Sydney Rubin
@sydneyrrubin

Longhorns fall to Stanford in Sweet 16

Rachel Zein | Daily Texan Staff
Senior Brianna Taylor and teammates sing “The Eyes of Texas” after a disappointing loss to 
Stanford in the NCAA Sweet 16 in Lexington, Kentucky.

SWEET 16 page 5

Johnson survives to claim Dell Match Play title  

DELL MATCH page 5

DELL MATCH PLAY

By Zephyr Melton
@zmelton13

Emmanuel Briseno
Daily Texan Staff

No. 1 golfer in the world, 
Dustin Johnson, swings 
his club at the Dell Match 
Play tournament at Austin 
Country Club. Johnson won 
his third consecutive tour-
nament with the victory in 
Austin. 

SWIMMING AND DIVING

Longhorns celebrate 13th 
NCAA championship

By Maria Cowley & 
Keshaw Prathivadi

@TheDailyTexan

LEXINGTON, Kentucky — 
Texas’ season began with a loss 
to Stanford and it ended the 
same way Friday night.

The Longhorns had a sea-
son-long goal of reaching the 
Final Four in Dallas, just 196 
miles from their home base 
in Austin. But that dream was 
crushed as they came up short 
against the Cardinal in the 
Sweet 16 matchup, 77-66, in 
Rupp Arena.

“We just made a couple of 
mistakes,” head coach Karen 
Aston said. “And they made 
us pay for it. I think that’s what 
gave them the confidence and 
maybe shattered ours a little 
bit. I didn’t think we executed 
things at the level that you have 
to in the Sweet 16.”

Texas showed toughness 
and resiliency in the first half, 
erasing an early seven-point 
deficit to carry a 36-29 lead  
into halftime.

But it was all Stanford after 

that. The Cardinal took advan-
tage of Texas’ poor 35.4 percent 
shooting in the second half and 
out-hustled the Longhorns for 
key rebounds down the stretch.

Texas’ powerful post pres-
ence, led by senior center 
Kelsey Lang and freshman 
forward Joyner Holmes, was 
no match for Stanford’s Er-
ica McCall. The senior for-
ward muscled her way to the 
basket for a game-high 23 
points on 9-of-14 shooting 
and dominated the glass with  
12 boards.

“I think we kind of got antsy,” 
junior guard Ariel Atkins said. 
“They did a good job of pack-
ing the paint on us.”

Only Atkins and Holmes 
scored in double digits for the 
Longhorns on a night in which 
the team’s leading scorer and 
ace three-point shooter, junior 
guard Brooke McCarty, scored 
just eight points and attempt-
ed only one shot from beyond  
the arc.

Tears streamed down Lang 
and senior guard Brianna 

Taylor’s faces when the buzzer 
sounded on the seniors’ final 
game in burnt orange.

Lang and Taylor wrapped 
up their collegiate careers 

with three consecutive trips 
to the Sweet 16 and each 
earned individual acco-
lades during Texas’ 25-9 sea-
son. Lang became the 41st  

player in Texas history to 
reach 1,000 career points 
and Taylor earned the Big 

KENTUCKY

N. CAROLINA

Women’s tennis 
splits weekend at 
home 

The No. 22 Longhorns 
(8-6, 2-2) were prepared 
for a tough weekend as 
they hosted No. 9 Texas 
Tech (15-3, 3-0) and No. 
27 TCU (9-6, 1-2).

The Red Raiders took 
control of the Friday 
match from the very start, 
taking the doubles point 
by winning the second 
and third courts. But the 
Longhorns had a strong 
showing from the doubles 
pair of freshmen Petra 
Granic and Bianca Turati, 
who upset the Red Raid-
ers’ 36th-ranked Sarah 
Dvorak and Sabrina Fed-
erici’s, 6-1.

The young Texas team 
went on to struggle in sin-
gles competition, giving 
Texas Tech a 4-2 victory in 
Austin. 

“There’s no question 
this was a match that even 
though they’re a top-10 
team, I feel got away from 
us,” head coach How-
ard Joffe said. “I did get 
the sense that our group 
weakened just a little bit 
after about an hour and 
a half into the singles 
matches.”

Texas came out Sunday 
with a new sense of de-
termination against the 
Horned Frogs, clicking on 
all cylinders from the first 
serve.

The Longhorns had a 
solid showing in doubles 
competition thanks to an-
other stellar performance 
from Granic and Turati, 
who took down TCU’s 
37th-ranked Caroline We-
gner and Donika Bashota.

“It was obviously very 
tough to play two matches 
in two days,” Turati said. “I 
felt tired today, but it was 
good to win for the team.”

Texas’ dominance con-
tinued in singles play with 
key victories from Turati, 
Granic and senior Neda 
Koprcina en route to a 4-0 
victory.

“I think Bianca 
(Turati)’s performance 
was just emblematic of 
where the team is at,” Joffe 
said. “We’ll start to get a 
little stronger and a little 
tougher as we head into 
the end of conference. I’m 
delighted about the win, 
but we definitely aren’t 
playing our best.”

Up next, Texas will 
hit the road for matches 
against West Virginia and 
Iowa State this weekend.

- Dawson Hinkley

THUNDER

ROCKETS

NBA

Dustin Johnson holed his 
three-foot putt on the 18th 
green of Austin Country Club 
and lightly fist pumped. He 
looked relieved. 

Yes, he had just claimed 
the Dell Technologies Match  
Play title. 

And yes, he won his third 
tournament in as many tries, 
raising his total to 15 career 
PGA Tour victories. 

But the victory did not 
come easy for the No. 1 golfer 
in the world. 

After breezing through the 
field the first four days of the 

tournament, the waters were a 
little choppier for Johnson on 
Sunday. Both of his matches 
— the morning session ver-
sus Hideto Tanihara and the 
afternoon session against Jon 
Rahm — came down to the 
18th hole. 

Johnson raced out to a 3 
up lead through seven holes 
in the morning against Tani-
hara. But the pesky Cinder-
ella story from Japan would 
not go away. The score 
evened after a Tanihara bird-
ie on the 14th hole — the  
first time Johnson had been 
tied with a competitor all 
week other than standing on 
the first tee box. 

But Johnson is the No. 
1 player in the world for  
a reason.

He birdied the 17th hole to 
regain the lead. Then he con-

verted a gutsy up-and-down 
from short of the green on 
the 18th to secure his place in  
the finals. 

“It was a tough match,” 

Johnson said. “I felt like I 
played really well … I mean 
I hit great putts, just nothing 

Each time a Texas team 
wins a national champion-
ship, the Tower at the heart 
of campus gleams burnt or-
ange with the number “one” 
lit on all four sides.

A once-in-a-lifetime mo-
ment for most has become 
more of an annual tradition 
for the Texas men’s swim-
ming and diving team.

 But this year, it  
means more.

 On Sunday night, the 
Tower was lit in celebration 
of Texas’ 13th NCAA title — 
a feat that has distinguished 
it as the winningest Divi-
sion I program of all time.

All 13 titles have been 
produced under head coach 
Eddie Reese, cementing his 
legacy as one of swimming’s 
most iconic coaches.

“I can’t tell you where 
any of the rings are that we 
won,” Reese said. “But I can 
tell you what everybody did 
and how much they im-
proved that gave us a chance 
to win,” 

And despite being proud 
of his team, Reese wasn’t 
partial to the other tradi-
tion his swimmers partake 
in after a win: jumping into 
the water. 

 “There was an NCAA 
rule that said the coach 
cannot go in the water on 
the 13th win, but they just 
said it didn’t matter,” Re-
ese said. “I guess I can live  
with it.” 

 The final day of the 
championships in India-
napolis was nothing but  
a formality.

Saturday morning, Texas 
sat at the top of the rankings 
with a hefty lead, well on its 
way to victory.

“It never gets old,” soph-

omore John Shebat said. 
“Adrenaline starts pumping 
and you get butterflies in 
your stomach.”

The four days of compe-
tition were a culmination of 
countless hours of training 
and hard work. Especially 
for the seniors with one last 
glory run.

Senior Clark Smith shat-
tered the NCAA and Amer-
ican records in the 500-yard 
freestyle. A half-second 
lead granted him the edge 
over sophomore team-
mate Townley Haas, the  
previous champion.

“It’s nice to go out like 
this,” Smith said. “Last year, 
I didn’t have the meet I 
wanted to. I just remember 
how I felt watching the final 
last year when I was the end 
of my race.”

Senior Will Licon also 
had his share of records 
to break. With a win in 
the 100-yard breaststroke, 
he became the first Tex-
as swimmer — and fourth 
swimmer ever — to produce 
four individual titles from 
different events: 200-yard 
individual medley, 400-yard 
individual medley, 200-yard 
breaststroke and 100-yard 
breaststroke.

Licon swept his three 
individual events, the 
first swimmer to do 
so at a single NCAA  
Championship meet.

The honor hasn’t quite 
sunk in yet for Licon.

 “It’s truly a blessing,” Li-
con said. “It might (sink in) 
tonight, tomorrow, a month 
from now, or a year from 
now. Honestly, everything 
I’ve done from the mo-
ment I’ve stepped on cam-
pus has been for everybody  
but myself.”

 Along with Licon,  

CHAMPIONSHIP page 5
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As a young man, psychol-
ogy professor Michael Dom-
jan knew he had a passion 
for music. His desire to play 
led him to Juilliard, where he 
was on the path to becoming 
a professional musician until 
he was forced to reconsider 
the direction he was taking.

“My parents were not con-
vinced that (music) was a way 
to make a living, so I looked 
for alternatives and ended 
up in psychology,” Domjan 
said.  “I’m real pleased at this 
point to be able to incor-
porate some of my interest 
in music with what I know 
about the science of learning  
and psychology.”

After spending 35 years 
away from playing his viola to 
concentrate on a professional 
career in psychology, Domjan 
decided it was time to find a 
way to integrate his first love, 
music, with his newfound 
field of interest — psychol-
ogy. So, Domjan created 
the Tertis/Pavlov Project, a 
series of lectures about the 
relationship between mu-
sic and psychology. Domjan 
said the project is named af-
ter psychologist Ivan Pavlov 
and prominent viola player  

Lionel Tertis.
“Once I went back to (mu-

sic) I was looking for ways of 
incorporating my music into 
my day job as a psycholo-
gy professor,” Domjan said. 
“Instead of writing academic 
articles about it that would 
not reach the general public I 
made these mini-lectures.”

The video lectures, which 
can be found on the Michael 
Domjan YouTube channel, 
explore the areas in which 
music and psychology inter-
twine and each begin with 
a lecture and end with a  
musical selection. 

“I talk about how Pavlovian 
conditioning is related to mu-
sic, how B.F. Skinner would 
teach a music master class 
and things like that,” Domjan 
said. “They mostly have an 
unusual take on things, like 
the one about why should 
you practice a musical in-
strument? Most people think 
the answer is obvious — you 
practice to get better at it. But, 
why does getting better at it 
take practice and what does 
practice accomplish?”

Since Domjan created this 
project more than three years 
ago, it has drawn musicians, 
human behaviorists as well as 
psychology students. Music 
graduate student Katrina Cox 

said she has found them es-
pecially helpful because they 
helped her  see music through 
a different perspective. 

“(The videos) reinforced a 
lot of what I had been learn-
ing in the music and human 
learning department,” Cox 
said. “They’re bringing in 
and connecting different 
realms of expertise in a way 
that I hadn’t been able to  
look at yet.”

Julie Stephens, music and 

human learning graduate stu-
dent, who also watches Dom-
jan’s videos, said she likes the 
way in which they explain 
the complicated relationship  
between these fields. 

“The Tertis/Pavlov project 
is really important because 
it’s amazing when you can 
get someone who has a grasp 
on two fields like that to start 
drawing connections and 
comparisons and leveraging 
what is special about both 

of those groups,” Stephens 
said. “That in itself is a highly 
creative process.”

If she were to find these 
videos online in her own 
time, even if she wasn’t doing 
research in these fields, Ste-
phens said she would still find 
them interesting because of 
the helpful and unique infor-
mation they provide, both for 
fun and possible future use. 

Domjan said the reason 
he thinks people find an 

interest in the relationship 
between psychology and 
music today is because of 
the central role that music 
come to take in people’s lives 
as more technology for it  
becomes available. 

“It is important because 
music is very important 
in our lives,” Domjan said. 
“People are connected to 
music much more than they 
ever were in the history  
of mankind.”
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Longhorn Kiva helps fund aspiring entrepreneurs
By Ashley Salinas

@ashley_salinas3
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By Acacia Coronado
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Tertis/Pavlov Project studies music, psychology

Joshua Guerra
Daily Texan Staff

Psychology pro-
fessor Michael 
Domjan created 
the Tertis/Pavlov 
Project, a series 
of lectures about 
the relationship 
between music 
and psychology. 
The lectures 
explore areas in 
which music and 
psychology come 
together, begin-
ning with a lec-
ture and ending 
with a musical 
selection.

Although their clients are 
oceans and continents away, 
Longhorn Kiva seeks to 
help aspiring entrepreneurs 
around the world reach their 
financial goals.

Business senior Brianna 
Souers founded Longhorn 
Kiva in March 2015 after be-
ing involved in a similar or-
ganization at her high school. 
The club is a branch of the 
international organization 
Kiva, which aims to raise 
money to provide microloans, 
a type of small loan offered 
on a short term, low interest 
rate, to business owners in  
developing countries. 

“I really liked the idea of it, 
and I wanted to start some-
thing on campus,” Souers 
said. “I love the idea of bring-
ing people together in order 
to enrich the lives of people 
all around the world.”

Souers, who now serves 
as an advisor to the group, 
advocates for this method of 
charity because it allows peo-
ple to become self-sufficient.

“It helps people support 
themselves,” Souers said. “I 
love the idea of people being 
accountable for what they’re 
doing and then giving the 
money back so that someone 
else can also be helped with 
the same dollar.”

Alex Dimitroff, a finance 

sophomore and Longhorn 
Kiva’s vice president, said 
he appreciates how micro-
lending allows the lender to 
become personally attached 
to their projects. During a 
semester, the club hosts var-
ious fundraising events such 
as the bake sale to raise mon-
ey for loans which are lent 
to people around the world 
whom the members get to 
interact with.

“(The organization) has an 
international impact rather 
than just a local one,” Dim-
itroff said. “We get to raise 
the money and see exactly 
where it goes, so you get to be 
really personally involved in  
the process.”

Dimitroff said the orga-
nization creates exposure to 
various causes around the 
world. Members can get a 
glimpse into the daily lives 
of people in developing areas 
and see what their individual 
needs are.

“It gives you a unique per-
spective on what other people 
in different countries are go-
ing through,” Dimitroff said.  
“A lot of people in the Middle 
East are women seeking edu-
cation and a lot of people in 
Southeast Asia need money 
to buy tools for their busi-
nesses. It’s cool to see all of 
these different regions with 
their specific needs.”

Government junior Nick 
Garza joined the club to  

explore his various interests 
and currently serves as pres-
ident of the chapter. As an 
officer, Garza has geared a 
majority of the club’s loans to-
ward supporting agricultural 
businesses because of their 
high concentration of single 
female workers with families  
to support.

“One of our big things is 
to help women,” Garza said. 
“It’s what we’ve been passion-
ate about and it’s something 
we enjoy. We want to show 
to everyone in our fraternity 
that it’s important to respect 
women in the way that they 
deserve. We want to provide 
(the women) with just as 

much as we get.”
Since the club’s formation, 

members have raised enough 
funds to provide around nine 
loans to entrepreneurs in 
need, including their latest 
contribution to a woman in 
the Philippines who runs a 
fishing business. The orga-
nization is still growing, but 

Garza encourages others to 
get involved and learn about 
communities around the 
world and themselves.

“You get to discover parts 
of yourself that you wouldn’t 
normally find,” Garza said. 
“Our motto is to help people 
help themselves, so that is al-
ways our end goal.”

Jordyn Caruso | Daily Texan Staff
Sophomore finance majors, Alex Dimitroff and Blaise Bucey, advertise the Longhorn Kiva Bake Sale in West Mall. The earn-
ings went toward helping fund internationally issued loans to civilians living in underdeveloped nations. 


