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For black families 
across the nation, con-
versations about how to 
survive interactions with 
law enforcement happen 
on a regular basis. 

As part of its larger 
project, “The Talk,” the 
Austin American-States-
man and KLRU hosted a 
community forum with 
the Austin Police De-
partment, city officials 
and other community 
activists Tuesday night 
to talk about how Aus-
tin fits into the national 
dialogue surrounding 
 police relations.

“We have to reconcile 
with the fact that black 
people have a raw deal 
here in America,” said 
Meme Styles, who runs 
the data-driven commu-
nity organization Mea-
sure Austin. “The truth 
of the matter is that it 
comes from a system of 
racism that has never 
been dealt with.” 

The panel was held on 
what would have been 
the 18th birthday of 
David Joseph, a naked, 
unarmed teen who was 
killed by an APD officer 
last February. His family 
attended the panel.

“I want everyone in the 

On Tuesday, high school 
senior Rocio Ramirez tear-
fully told a large crowd at the 
Capitol her father was de-
ported two weeks ago.

“I’m just here to show peo-
ple to not give up and to keep 
on fighting, because I don’t 
want any other family to go 
through what I am going 
through,” Ramirez said. “It’s 
so difficult on me since I am 
the youngest and my sisters 
and my brother are studying.”

That morning, a crowd 
marched from City Hall to the 
Capitol for a Day of Action 
for Immigrants and Refugees, 
a demonstration mainly pro-
testing state legislation out-
lawing cities from protecting  
undocumented immigrants. 

At 9:30 a.m., protesters 
outside City Hall held signs 
challenging Senate Bill 4, 
which would strip fund-
ing for “sanctuary cities,” or 
those with policies protect-
ing undocumented immi-
grants. The bill passed the 
Senate earlier this month and 
has yet to be assigned to a  
House committee.

Many like Maria Robles, 
an Arlington resident, came 
from all over the state to en-
courage the House, which 
has yet to vote on SB 4, to kill 
the bill. Robles drove three 
hours to fight for her undoc-
umented husband.

“He doesn’t drive any-
more,” Robles said. “It’s scary 

to think that if he goes to the 
store or picks up one of our 
kids from school, that he will 
be taken away.”

Several buses dropped off 
high school and college activ-
ism groups from across the 
state. Sandra Elias, a sopho-
more from Lone Star Com-
munity College, came with 
about 100 other students 
who are part of an immi-
gration rights organization  

in Houston.
Elias held a sign reading 

“campus police are supposed 
to protect students not deport 
them,” and it is not campus 
police’s job to turn undocu-
mented immigrants over to 
federal agents, Elias said.

“We don’t want this bill to 
cause these students to be in 
fear of going to school and 
with that happening, students 
will not go to school and the 

schools will lose funding,” 
Elias said. “It isn’t right for 
campus police to be basically 
(Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement) agents.”

State Sen. Chris Turner, 
D-Grand Prairie, spotted 
Elias’ sign from a podium on 
the Capitol steps and asked 
her to hold it up higher, elic-
iting cheers. Turner said he 
will defend the Dream Act, 
which allows undocumented 

students to stay in the U.S. to 
finish college.

“We’re going to do every-
thing we can to fight to make 
sure our college campuses 
are safe places for all stu-
dents, that the Dream Act is 
preserved for our Dreamers 
all across this state, and to 
make sure that people under-
stand that Texas is stronger 
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The UT Election Super-
visory Board ruled that the 
Isaiah Carter and Sydney 
O’Connell executive alli-
ance violated the Election 
Code by mass distribut-
ing unsolicited emails to a 
group of freshmen before 
the sanctioned campaign 
period, according to a reso-
lution released Tuesday.

The action was ruled a 
Class C violation, and the 
campaign was sanctioned 

with a $27.50 fine and a 
24-hour moratorium on 
campaigning, which went 
into effect Monday night 
 at 11:59 p.m.

According to the reso-
lution, the ESB has typi-
cally ruled the individual 
recruitment of campaign 
workers as a Class A vio-
lation of approximately 5 
percent of that year’s SG 
executive alliance spend-
ing limit. The transmis-
sion of unsolicited emails 
has also typically resulted 
in a Class B moratorium 
on campaigning, with the 
Class A fine and the Class B  

violation resulting in a 
Class C violation.

According to sub-chap-
ter B of the Election Code, 
there are four classifica-
tions of code violations. A 
Class A violation results in 
a fine, a Class B violation 
results in a moratorium on 
campaigning, a Class C vi-
olation results in a combi-
nation of a fine and a cam-
paign moratorium, and a 
Class D violation results in 
disqualification. The board 
sets the time period of the 
campaigning moratorium 
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Hundreds protest anti-sanctuary city bill

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
A crowd gathers at Austin City Hall to rally for a Day of Action for Immigrants and Refugees Tuesday morning. They marched 
from City Hall to the State Capitol protesting state legislation outlawing cities from protecting undocumented immigrants.
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Renovated 
IM fields 
opening 
still delayed 

By Eric Goodman
@_egood_

In November 2016, Cody 
Cade was hired to a part-
time job with UT Recre-
ational Sports for the spring 
semester. He has yet to work 
his first shift.

The Charles Alan Wright 
Fields at the Berry M. Whita-
ker Sports Complex, known 
to many students as Whita-
ker Fields, have been closed 
for a $23 million renovation 
overhaul since October 2015, 
interfering with intramural 
sports and employment for 
students such as Cade, who 
is an IM control building 
program assistant.

The fields were supposed 
to reopen during the fall 
2016 semester, said Jennifer 
Speer, director of commu-
nications, assessment and 
development and IT for  
UT RecSports. 

“Due to some construc-
tion and weather delays, (the 
renovation project) did not 
meet its anticipated open-
ing date,” Speer said in an 
email statement. “Austin ex-
perienced a wetter fall than 

By Catherine Marfin
@catherinemarfin
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Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Government Junior and SG Chief of Staff Isaiah Carter speaks 
at an Election Supervisory Board public hearing on Monday 
February 27. The Election Advisory Board ruled that Carter and 
his running mate Sydney O’Connell violated the Election code.

Iris Bilich | Daily Texan Staff
Charles Thibodeaux and the Austin Cajun Aces perform traditional Cajun music for Mardi 
gras at All Saints’ Episcopal Church Tuesday afternoon. The church annually holds a com-
munity celebration Mardi Gras featuring live Cajun music and food.
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black community to stand 
up with me about what 
happened with my son,” 
David Joseph’s mother 
Ketty Sully said through 
tears. “I hope policemen 
do better to make our chil-
dren safe.”

Panelists addressed the 
idea that conversations 
regarding police relations 
vastly differ between black 
and white families. 

“I have an 18-year-old, 
and we have “the talk” 
almost every week,” said 
Kazique Prince, senior 
policy advisor and Afri-
can-American communi-
ty liaison in Mayor Steve 
Adler’s office. “That’s 
the privilege, not know-
ing these conversations 
take place on a daily basis 
among black families. It’s 
a conscious conversation.”

To address the dis-
connect between Af-
rican-Americans and 
law enforcement, APD  

Interim Chief Brian Man-
ley said APD has shifted 
its recruiting efforts to 
focus less on stereotypical 
aspects of the job.

“If you would have gone 
to our website two months 
ago, you would have seen 
a video with SWAT teams 
and helicopters, all the 
exciting stuff that’s just 
a moment in a police of-
ficer’s life,” Manley said. 
“The people we are re-
cruiting need to know that 
if they’re doing it right, 
they are focused on day-
to-day service.”

Joe Stinson, a retired 
APD officer who educates 
African-American youths 
on behaving around po-
lice, said he teaches youths 
to comply with police and 
address racially motivated 
incidents after the fact.

“Even if you believe 
strongly the situation or 
the stop was racially mo-
tivated, there in the field 
at that time is not the time 
to deal with that,” Stinson 
said. “Comply, do what 
you need to do, get home 

— and then follow up on 
the situation (through 
APD).”

David Joseph’s brother, 
however, disagreed. 

“If I have to act a certain 
way for cops to feel safe, 
how do I feel safe?” Fally 
Joseph said. “I wear ripped 
clothes, a gold chain and 
maybe talk with some 
slang. If I have to change 
all of that to feel safe, that’s 
not okay.”

While there are no easy 
solutions, panelists high-
lighted the white commu-
nity can play an important 
role in advocating for Af-
rican-Americans. 

“Advocate for us at City 
Hall, at the Capitol, take 
video evidence when cops 
are pulling over black peo-
ple,” said Chas Moore of 
the Austin Justice Coali-
tion, a grassroots activist 
organization. “We need 
you to be our shield. We 
are in crisis mode and at 
the tipping point of Amer-
ica’s moral scale. If we 
don’t address it, we’re go-
ing to be in a bad place.”

Rose Troche, director of 
films and television shows 
including “The L Word,” 
discussed the representa-
tion of Latinas in film Tues-
day as part of the Latina/o 
Media Makers series, host-
ed by the Center for Mexi-
can American Studies.

The discussion was the first 
in a series of three events fea-
turing Latina and Latino film 
and media makers who have 
significantly contributed to 
their culture‘s visibility and 
media production. 

Troche talked about her ex-
periences as a Latina produc-
er and director, as well as the 
importance of the portrayal 
of women in film and media 
production, as she shared 
clips of her work. 

“(The L word) was a world 
where women had agency, 
and that is why I think it was 
a popular show,” Troche said.

Troche said it is import-
ant to stand up and defend  
your identity. 

“My identity gets mistaken 
a lot,” Troche said. “It’s really 
important to me to say ‘I’m 
Puerto Rican,’ and for people 
to be like ‘you don’t look it’ 
and mean that as a compli-
ment … is all sorts of wrong.”

Following the clip screen-
ing, Troche answered ques-
tions from the audience about 
her career.

Troche said the portrayal 
of Latina women in the film 
industry has not changed sig-
nificantly during her career, 
but she feels optimistic with 
the advances made in the past 
few years. 

“We need more content 
… so there’s more opportu-
nities for women to become 
show-runners,” Troche said. 

The event was also spon-
sored by the Radio-Televi-
sion-Film Department and 
the Center for Women’s and 
Gender Studies. Radio-televi-
sion-film associate professor 
Mary Beltran, radio-televi-
sion-film associate professor 
and a coordinator of the se-
ries, said their goal is to show 
the influence of Latinas and 
Latinos in the film industry.

“Part of it is simply show-
casing and showing that there 
are Latinas and Latinos in 
media and production that 
have really done important 
work,” Beltran said. 

The series will also feature 
Jesús Treviño, a writer and 
director for shoes such as 
Criminal Minds and Prison 
Break, and Jim Mendiola, an 
independent filmmaker, pro-
grammer and writer.

Even though she does not 

have a background in the 
film industry, psychology 
senior Lucila Trujillo said 
it was interesting to hear  
Troche’s perspective. 

“I didn’t really know what 
to expect but I got an invita-
tion, and I thought it would 
be really interesting mostly 
because (Troche) is Latina,” 
Trujillo said. “I was not dis-
appointed. She gave a really 
interesting perspective that I 
hadn’t thought about.”

Dropping out of col-
lege to pursue his dream 
of creating something that 
could bring people togeth-
er when they are physically 
apart, Ben Rubin, CEO and 
Co-Founder of Housepar-
ty, shared his story with 
students as part of UT En-
trepreneurship Week.

On Houseparty, a group 
chat video app, users 
can video chat with their 
friends in rooms, where 
friends of friends can 
join, mimicking the so-
cial circles that manifest  
at parties.

Rubin, without a tradi-
tional business or com-
puter science background, 
wanted students to know 
that an entrepreneur can 
come from any field.

“If you’re really passion-
ate about something, then 
you’re passionate enough 
to make it happen,” Rubin 
said. “I don’t know if it’s 
about the title, if you’re 
an architecture major or a 

business major, but if you 
really think that something 
needs to exist and you want 
to see it through, then 
you’ll see it through.”

When asked how to pitch 
to potential investors, Ru-
bin said he sees any mone-
tary investment as an emo-
tional investment.

“They need to see that 
you have this fire burning, 
that you’re very excited 
about your product,” Ru-
bin said. “You have to have 
a statement, so if you’re 
talking about product fea-
tures, you’re probably do-
ing it wrong. You need to 
talk about the story.”  

Hosted by the Longhorn 
Entrepreneurship Agency, 
the conversation with Ru-
bin is one of Entrepreneur-
ship Week’s 15 events.

Kelsi Kamin, vice pres-
ident of marketing pro-
motion for the agency and 
corporate communications 
senior, said this event re-
flects their goal of bringing 
speakers who are relevant 
and interesting to students.

“Given that so many 

students are users of 
Houseparty, this is an al-
ternative perspective on 
an application that has be-
come embedded in so many 
of our peers’ lives,” said Ka-
min, a corporate communi-
cations senior. “Instead of 
just looking at it as another 
social app on their phone, 
it’s their chance to sit down 
with the founder face-to-
face and understand what 
goes into creating this kind  
of phenomenon.”

Jake Seife, supply chain 
management senior, said he 
sees these talks as a chance 
to learn from the variety of 
success stories.

“There’s no set in stone 
path to becoming an en-
trepreneur. Every entrepre-
neur has a different path, 
different way of going about 
how they do it,” Seife said. 
“What I like to do is pick my 
favorite things about each 
of them and adapt that into 
my life.”
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together than it is 
when we’re divided,”  
Turner said.

Rocio Ramirez told the 
Daily Texan how feder-
al ICE agents deported 
her father after he was 
released from prison. 
Ramirez, who is in the 
top 10 percent of her 
class, said she will focus 
on her education despite 
the adversity.

“I’m going to continue 
studying and hopefully 
I get a job so I can help 
out my mom,” Ramirez 
said. “I continue study-
ing because … what he 
came here for was for us 
to have a better life than 
he had.”
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Mary Pistorius | Daily Texan Staff
Filmmaker and producer Rose Troche gives a talk on her 
career at Belo Center for New Media Tuesday. She is the 
first speaker of The Center for Mexican American studies’ 
Latina/o Media Makers series.
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Houseparty CEO shares success story 

CAMPUS

Director examines Latina identity in film

Katie Bauer | Daily Texan Staff
Ben Rubin speaks at one of fifteen events lined up for UT En-
trepreneurship Week. Rubin is the CEO of Houseparty which 
he co-founded in 2016.

Yifan Lyu 
Daily Texan Staff

David Joseph’s 
mother Ketty 

Sully expresses 
for policeman 
to do better to 

make their chil-
dren safe. David 
Joseph was shot 
and killed by an 

Austin police 
officer in 2016.

based on past cases and the 
proximity of the ESB’s de-
cision to the start of voting.

The resolution followed a 
hearing Monday afternoon 
to address the concerns 
of complainants Jessica 
Dorsey, an international 
relations and global stud-
ies freshman, economics 
freshman Eliav Terk, and 
engineering senior Amber 
Camilleri. Terk and Dorsey 
received the original email 
from Carter’s campaign 
and said they do not per-
sonally know Carter.

Specifically, the cam-
paign violated Section 8.2 
of the code by failing to 
recruit campaign workers 
on a personal and individ-
ual basis. The campaign 
also violated Section 11-
404 of the Institutional 
Rules on Student Service 
and Activities, Student 
Disciplines and Conduct 
by sending unsolicit-
ed messages to student 
emails acquired during 
the 2016 summer orien-
tations while Carter was 
tabling for SG.

The resolution said the 
email addresses were ob-
tained while Carter was 
working in an official ca-
pacity as SG chief of staff. 
The emails were gathered 
for the benefit of SG, not 
for the purpose of any one 
particular campaign or 
group of campaigns, ac-
cording to the resolution.

“The role of a Student 
Government office is 
separate from that of an  

individual’s campaign, and 
a candidate should distance 
themselves from conflating 
their office with their per-
sonal campaign such that 
the separation between the 
two roles is unambiguous,” 
the resolution reads.

The resolution also 
determined the Car-
ter-O’Connell campaign 
had no unfair advantage 
because all SG executive 
alliances had access to the 
list of emails. The Car-
ter-O’Connell campaign 
was, however, the only 
campaign to utilize this 
email list for campaign 
purposes.

According to the Elec-
tion Code, Carter and 
O’Connell had the right to 
appeal the ESB’s decision 
within 24 hours after the 
decision was announced, 
but no appeal was made.

RULING
continues from page 1

The role of a Student 
Government office is 
separate from that of 
an individual’s cam-
paign, and a candidate 
should distance them-
selves from conflating 
their office with their 
personal campaign 
such that the separa-
tion between the two 
roles is unambiguous.”

—UT Election  
Supervisory Board
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By Eric Vela
@_ericvela

normal, starting with a ma-
jor rain event in August that 
caused construction delays at 
a critical time of the project.”

RecSports did not antici-
pate the construction delays 
would extend significantly 
into the spring semester and 
scheduled a full slate of out-
door IM sports to begin in 
early February. Consequent-
ly, RecSports hired a staff of 
about 150 part-time student 
employees like Cade to sup-
port the athletics programs 
throughout the semester.

“When I first got the job I 
had the intention of working 
by the beginning of February 
at the very latest,” said Cade, 
a physical culture and sports 
sophomore. “Whenever oth-
er jobs came up … I passed 
on them because I assumed 
that by this time I’d be two 
months into the job that I ap-
plied for.”

Cade said RecSports has 
provided updates on a week-
by-week basis about when 
the fields might reopen, 
but has shared few specifics 

about why the facilities re-
main closed despite the proj-
ect appearing complete.

Matt Prewett, head coach 
of the Men’s Club Soccer 
team, said it’s his understand-
ing that the University is wait-
ing on a final inspection from 
the city of Austin to approve 
the fields for student use. 

“What you’re dealing with 
is one bureaucracy waiting 
on another, which is kind of 
funny and ironic, but at the 
same time it’s super annoy-
ing,” Prewett said.

Both the men’s and wom-
en’s soccer clubs, two of the 
10 sports clubs that play or 
practice at Whitaker Fields, 
have been forced to tempo-
rarily relocate to Caven La-
crosse and Sports Center at 
Clark Field and other local 
facilities while Whitaker has 
been under construction,  
Prewett said.

“We’ve been patient, we’ve 
been positive about it,” said 
Prewett, who described his 
team as “homeless” in the 
meantime. “We really hoped 
it was going to open back up 
this spring.”

Water irrigation of the 

fields may be one source of 
delay in the final stage of the 
project. The city of Austin 
had not granted water flow to 
the fields as of Tuesday night, 
a city spokesperson said.

SpawGlass Contractors, 
which has managed the ren-
ovation project from the 
beginning, declined to com-
ment on the cause of the on-
going delays.

RecSports lists Sunday 
as the start date for the first 
three outdoor IM sports 
of the semester: flag foot-
ball, 7-on-7 soccer and 
 sand volleyball. 

The start date has been 
postponed multiple times 
this semester, but RecSports 
referee Jack Lytle, civil en-
gineering sophomore, said 
he believes IM teams will 
take the field before spring 
break. Lytle said he re-
ceived  an email earlier this 
week allowing referees to 
fill out availability sheets f 
or Sunday.

“I haven’t (been asked to) 
fill out an availability sheet 
this semester yet,” Lytle 
said. “So I guess it’s looking  
up now.”

IM
continues from page 1

Eric Goodman| Daily Texan Staff
A new addion to the Whitaker facility, the single-entry gateway building will house meeting 
and lounge space, lockers, restrooms and equipment checkout.

Texas poll shows support for 
Donald Trump has increased

WEST CAMPUS

Jewish community center 
in West campus vandalized
By Catherine Marfin

@catherinemarfin

Three bills related to 
granting states the ability 
to amend the U.S. Constitu-
tion moved one step closer 
to becoming a reality Tues-
day afternoon.

Senate Joint Resolution 
2 proposes a convention 
of states for the purpose of 
amending the U.S. Consti-
tution, while Senate Joint 
Resolution 38, revokes past 
attempts at a convention in 
order to clean the slate for 
legislators going forward. 
The full Senate passed 
both bills during their 
second readings and they 
will require a final third 
vote before advancing to  
the House.

Sen. Brian Birdwell, 
R-Granbury, authored SJR 
2 and said he believes a 
convention of states would 

help rebalance states’ pow-
er in relationship to the  
federal government.

“I believe over the last 
several decades, the feder-
al government has simply 
treated the states as noth-
ing more than subcon-
tractors to federal will,” 
Birdwell said. “It is time to 
correct that.”

The Senate unanimous-
ly voted in favor of SJR 38, 
authored by Sen. Craig Es-
tes, R-Wichita Falls. Estes 
said the bill nullifies the 
14 applications filed by the 
Legislature made to amend 
the Constitution since 
1899. Senators agreed to an 
amendment to the resolu-
tion from Birdwell to keep 
a request for a balanced 
budget amendment made 
in 1977.

“The result will be a clean 
slate for whatever action 
our 85th Legislature takes 

in regards to calling for a 
convention of the states 
under Article V of the U.S. 
Constitution,” Estes said.

The Senate also voted 
favorably on Senate Bill 
21, authored by Birdwell, 
which outlines the pro-
cess of choosing delegates 
in the event of a constitu-
tional convention. In ad-
dition to passing on sec-
ond reading, the Senate 
voted 21-10 to pass the 
bill out of the Senate. It 
will move to the House for  
further deliberation.

Birdwell said SB21 al-
lows legislators current-
ly serving in the state to 
attend a constitutional 
convention rather than 
former federal senators  
and representatives.

“The states are the 
customer,” Birdwell 
said. “Therefore I want  
state legislators.”

By Mikaela Cannizzo
@mikaelac16

Constitutional convention bills 
advanced by Texas legislature

STATE

STATE

Support for President 
Donald Trump has increased 
21 points among Texas Re-
publicans since October, 
but the divide between the 
parties remains, accord-
ing to a Feb. 20 statewide 
online poll from the Texas  
Politics Project.

The Texas Politics Project, 
an initiative by the College 
of Liberal Arts, obtained 
responses from 1,200 Tex-
as voters earlier this month 
in collaboration with The 
Texas Tribune. Forty-five 
percent of the Texas respon-
dents view Trump favorably, 
while 46 percent view him 
unfavorably. Trump’s ap-
proval rating has improved 
among Republicans, but 
Democrats’ unfavorable rat-
ings have remained basically 
unchanged, according to a 
blog post by UT lecturer Jim 
Henson, director of the Texas  
Politics Project.

This increase in favor-
ability is a display of a re-
turn to partisan patterns,  
Henson said.

“The overall increase in 
Donald Trump’s approval 
rating is largely a reflection 
of Republican partisans who 
may not have supported him 
in the primary but have ral-
lied around him as a result of 
his victory in the presiden-
tial election,” Henson said in  
an email.

Thirty-nine percent of re-
spondents believe the U.S. is 
heading in the right direc-
tion, while 49 percent believe 
the opposite. This is also an 
improvement from Octo-
ber’s poll, in which only 22 
percent believed the coun-
try was heading in the right 
direction and 67 percent be-
lieved it was not.

Daron Shaw, government 
professor amd poll co-di-
rector, said these responses 
must be viewed in context. 

“People are more prone to 
say we’re on the wrong track, 
so anything close to 50–50 
is actually a positive rating,” 
Shaw said.

Texans were asked about 
their opinion toward Rus-
sia and President Vladimir 
Putin. While 62 percent 
view him negatively, 28 per-

cent more Democrats dis-
approve Putin compared  
to Republicans.

Undeclared junior Seth 
Sageser, a self-described 
“moderate conservative,” 
said he does not understand 
the divide.

“As an American, regard-
less of party, I view Putin 
with disgust and disdain,” 
Sageser said. “I don’t think it 
should be a party issue.”

Henson said these re-
sults may be a reflection 
of the president’s attitude  
toward Putin.

“It’s plausible to suggest 
that the president, who is 
the national leader of the 
Republican Party, has sig-
naled to his partisan sup-
porters that Putin is not an 
entirely negative figure,” 
Henson said. “These num-
bers don’t indicate that Re-
publicans are embracing 
Putin per se. Republicans 
appear to be following their 
president and perhaps sus-
pending traditionally neg-
ative views toward Russia. 
It will be interesting to see 
how durable this shift is in 
the future.”

A window of Texas Hil-
lel was broken last Satur-
day in an act of vandalism 
currently being investigat-
ed by the UT and Austin  
Police Departments.

Texas Hillel, a Jewish 
student center located on 
San Antonio Street in West 
Campus, organizes social 
activism and community 
volunteer events for UT’s 
Jewish population. At 2 
a.m. Saturday morning, 
their window was broken. 
The organization reported 
the incident to UTPD and 
APD later that morning, 
said Margo Sack, director 
of Jewish student life at  
Texas Hillel.

UTPD, APD, and Uni-
versity administrators are 
currently investigating 
whether the vandalism was 
specifically meant to tar-
get the Jewish community,  
Sack said.

“We hope swift action 
is taken to hold those re-
sponsible to account,” Texas 
Hillel said in a statement 
to The Daily Texan. “We 
continue to work with our 
campus and community 
partners to ensure all Jew-
ish students feel safe and 
welcome on campus, and 

that incidents like this do 
not happen again. Tex-
as Hillel is here to engage 
and connect with any stu-
dents or faculty who are 
impacted by this incident, 
and we welcome members 
of our community to join 
us in developing proactive 
ways to process and address  
these issues.”

History junior Rachel 
Sasiene serves as the en-
gagement chair on the Stu-
dent Executive Council at 
Texas Hillel. Sasiene said 
the Jewish community on 
campus should remain 
united regardless of the in-
tent of the vandalism.

“I am appalled at the act 
of violence against the place 
where I and fellow students 
spend hours everyday,” 
Sasiene said in an email. 
“These acts of intimidation 
are unfortunately not new 
to Jewish students and do 
not frighten us. I continue 
to stand firm in my Jew-
ish identity and refuse to 
 live in fear.”

UT President Greg-
ory Fenves released a 
statement regarding the 
weekend’s incident, cit-
ing last week’s town hall  
on campus.

“I am extremely troubled 
by the vandalism at Texas 
Hillel,” Fenves said. “The 

university will assist Aus-
tin police as they investi-
gate and determine if this 
was an act of hate against 
Jewish students. As the UT 
community made clear at 
last week’s town hall, acts of 
hate — whether posters tar-
geting Muslims and immi-
grants or a rock thrown at 
Hillel — have no place here. 
We will do everything we 
can to support our students 
who were affected by this.”

Geological sciences ju-
nior Brian Brochstein serves 
on the Texas Hillel Board of 
Directors as well as on Tex-
as Hillel’s Student Executive 
Council as the leadership 
chair. Brochstein said Texas 
Hillel’s student community 
is not letting the incident 
affect the organization’s  
regular operations.

“We are not intimidated 
and are moving forward 
with all of our regularly 
scheduled programming,” 
Brochstein said in an email. 
“The support we have re-
ceived has been tremen-
dous and we are extremely 
grateful, especially for that 
from the University and  
President Fenves.”

The investigation into the 
incident by UTPD, APD, 
and University admin-
istrators is still ongoing,  
Sack said.

Fridays at 5 p.m.
Listen to The Daily Texan newscast

individual’s campaign, and 
a candidate should distance 
themselves from conflating 
their office with their per-
sonal campaign such that 
the separation between the 
two roles is unambiguous,” 
the resolution reads.

The resolution also 
determined the Car-
ter-O’Connell campaign 
had no unfair advantage 
because all SG executive 
alliances had access to the 
list of emails. The Car-
ter-O’Connell campaign 
was, however, the only 
campaign to utilize this 
email list for campaign 
purposes.

According to the Elec-
tion Code, Carter and 
O’Connell had the right to 
appeal the ESB’s decision 
within 24 hours after the 
decision was announced, 
but no appeal was made.
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Throughout the past year, our campus 
culture has been forced to take on several 
of the more difficult discussions it has en-
countered in decades. In the run-up to the 
election of President Donald Trump and 
since then, threats against Muslim, Jewish, 
and immigrant students have crept onto 
our campus. Mosques in Lake Travis and 
Victoria have been burned to the ground. 
Texas Hillel, the spiritual home of many 
students on campus, was vandalized over 
the weekend. President Trump’s executive 
order banning immigration from several 
majority Muslim nations and his expanded 
use of ICE to deport undocumented Austin 
residents have left many students wonder-
ing whether the nation they call home con-
siders them to be welcome.

During this time, Kevin Helgren and 
Binna Kim have acted as the voice of the 
students, encouraging the university ad-
ministration to act more forcefully to 
protect members of our community from 
undeniably real threats. As students pre-
pare to succeed them during campus wide 
elections this week, we would hope that 
this year’s candidates for executive alliance 
would also bring with them the qualities 
that made Helgren and Kim successful: A 
belief in taking up contentious positions to 
protect every student on this campus, and 
the willingness to do everything within 
their power to craft reasonable solutions to 
difficult problems.

Instead, we have a difficult choice to 
make between executive alliance candi-
dates who have breached our trust in a va-
riety of different ways. 

Blake Burley and Robert Guerra have 
organized many of their proposals through 
a New Testament Christianity that places 
the highest value on unconditional love 
for fellow Longhorns, which is a solid 
ideological grounding for leadership. But 
their campaign bungles many of the de-
tails that would make this effective. They 
have positioned themselves as outsiders 
to SG despite Burley’s work as the Leader-
ship and Service Policy Director, a higher 
post in the current administration than 
the position fellow presidential candidate 
Alejandrina Guzman holds. And more 
troublingly, their campaign has failed to 
mention that Guerra served as the presi-
dent of College Republicans last fall, the 
same semester that the organization en-
dorsed Donald Trump for president. 

These issues with their background 
could be forgiven if their policy proposals 
showed more substance. Instead, their plat-
form name-drops issues worth solving and 
initiatives in need of explanation, leaving 
the details to our imaginations. We have 
strong doubts about what they bring be-
sides a fresh view — and even that promise 
comes with an asterisk.

Isaiah Carter and Sydney O’Connell 
would seem to counter that view with what 
seems to be a reboot of Helgren-Kim in 
some respects. Carter served as their chief of 
staff and can claim credit for inspiring many 
of the positive policy moves from this year 
and would enter the job prepared to take on 
its challenges immediately. O’Connell lacks 
experience just as Kim did, but also comes 
from Not On My Campus, a student-led sex-
ual assault prevention movement. 

While we would want another year of Hel-
gren-Kim, Carter-O’Connell has eroded our 
trust in them to uphold Helgren-Kim’s ex-
ample. Their decision to use Carter’s position 
in SG to access a list of emails from students 
who indicated that they were interested in SG 
over the summer, and then cold-email them 

to join his staff outside the campaign period 
against campaign rules, makes us question 
what other corners they would be willing 
to cut for their own benefit in this position. 
Having helped run Helgren-Kim’s campaign 
last year, Carter should have known better. 
And we don’t want to put ourselves in the 
position of questioning the ethics of our next 
SG president.

Alejandrina Guzman and Micky Wolf 
also come from firmly within the SG estab-
lishment, but bring different kinds of bag-
gage. Wolf has spent the past two years as 
a representative, and Guzman served from 
2015-16 before taking over as the Disabil-
ities and Inclusion Agency director. With 
the bulk of their experience in an assembly 
that has been responsible for as much pub-
lic embarrassment as progress over the past 
two years, we are not sure their experience 
is necessarily a boon.

And in those two years, Guzman and 
Wolf have clashed on two of the most di-
visive issues the assembly has fought over. 
Guzman voted for a resolution in favor of 
boycotting, sanctioning and divesting from 
Israel in 2015, then co-authored a resolution 
in favor of kicking Young Conservatives of 
Texas off campus last fall. Wolf vociferous-
ly opposed both. While Guzman flopped on 
both of these stances when pushed at our 
debate, their lack of a greater effort to bridge 
this divide in the eyes of voters suggests a 
devaluation of issues that students actually 
care about. Their concurrence on the large-
ly agreeable issues on their platform is clear 
(including a laughable promise to bring 
back the football game against Texas A&M, 
which even Chancellor Bill McRaven can’t 
make good on), but we question whether 
they have the shared ideology necessary to 
quickly and adequately respond to pressing 
issues on campus.

And in this upcoming year, that short-
coming is one of the largest any ticket can 
have. We expect every ticket to know the 
bounds of their position and then stick up 

for all students when conflict inevitably 
arises during their term. We should prepare 
for more physical and verbal threats against 
Muslim students and efforts to deport un-
documented students — and we should ex-
pect our leaders to be prepared as well. 

Carter and O’Connell raised more red 
flags to readers when they offered a ban on 
hate speech in an op-ed last week. Especial-
ly when they explain it as a ban on speech 
offensive to any race, gender, religion or 
creed, this would be clearly unconstitution-
al. While there are exceptions to freedom 
of speech for directly threatening or incit-
ing violence, harassment and other crimes, 
the First Amendment protects speech that 
is offensive, divisive, and problematic. We 
would be scared to imagine President Don-
ald Trump or Lt. Gov. Dan Patrick with the 
power to ban speech they find offensive, 
and stand against the idea that we should 
give President Fenves that power. Both the 
Carter-O’Connell alliance and Alejandrina 
Guzman have demonstrated that urge at 
some point in the past four months.

While Carter-O’Connell’s proposal isn’t the 
solution, Burley-Guerra and Guzman-Carter 
have failed to mention the town hall or the 
issues that precipitated it altogether. While 
ducking the hard discussions may have been 
passable in 2013, it can’t be now.

Although all students are constitutional-
ly entitled to free speech, SG is expected to 
speak up against any sort of offensive and 
hateful rhetoric. It is the responsibility of 
the president and vice president to address 
the problems that marginalized groups face 
by working toward ensuring their safety, 

while actively battling the discrimination of 
fellow students. Perpetrators of hate should 
be condemned by the executive alliance 
and warned that their views don’t belong 
at one of the largest public universities that 
thrives on diversity. Students must be able 
to expect an environment that condemns 
hateful rhetoric against any student.

All this said, one of these tickets will 
win, either Thursday or after a runoff. 
These issues do not preclude their success, 
but make it impossible for us to endorse 
any of them.

We do hope that the eventual winner will 
adopt the best of the other tickets. Bur-
ley-Guerra’s guiding belief that we should 
love every student on campus goes be-
yond policy, and we would hope to hear 
that voiced again. Carter-O’Connell’s pur-
ple pipes proposal and sophisticated un-
derstanding of sexual assault are essential 
parts of a successful administration. And 
Guzman-Wolf ’s textbook argument that 
we should adopt sanctuary policies without 
labeling ourselves a “sanctuary campus” to 
avoid being politically targeted is undoubt-
edly the right move.

The new SG administration will be chal-
lenged to stand up for students in a divi-
sive political climate. We hope they will 
look beyond their platform points and the 
walls of their offices to empathize with 
and address the pressing needs of a diverse 
student body. We offer no endorsement, 
but we hope that you will cast your vote at 
utexasvote.org to elect the administration 
you believe will bring positive change to 
this campus for us all.
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EDITORIAL

Executive alliances appear ill-equipped to serve

STRONG ENDORSEMENT: CHLOE HARFIELD ENDORSEMENT WITH RESERVATIONS: ALEXIS ALLEN

STRONG ENDORSEMENT: CHARLIE BONNER ENDORSEMENT: ANTHONY MATTHEWS

University-wide representative candidates offer new visions
Editor’s Note: There are eight University-wide representative positions, for which 19 candidates are running. We sent them a detailed candidate questionnaire to inform ourselves on a host of policy 

and administrative questions, and selected the best of the respondents to endorse. We do not endorse for SG positions particular to a single college, because our editorial board does not contain mem-
bers from each school, keeping us from assessing how to best represent the particular interests their students face.

EDITORIAL

Juan Figueroa | Daily Texan Staff
Micky Wolf, a candidate for Student Government vice president, speaks at the Daily Texan SG Candidate Forum on Feb. 27. He and his run-
ning mate, Alejandrina Guzman, are running against Blake Burley and Robert Guerra (left) and Isaiah Carter and Sydney O’Connell (center).

 It is the responsibility of the president and vice 
president to address the problems that marginal-
ized groups face by working toward ensuring their 
safety, while actively battling the discrimination of 
fellow students.

We endorse Alexis Allen with reservations. Her good idea to shorten commitment time 
in Student Government by making sure students with busier schedules have a chance to get 
involved in SG if they so want to. However, she advocated for punishing hate speech, which 
is an unrealistic stance because it doesn’t distinguish between hate speech and a hate crime, 
which would put UT in legal trouble if implemented. But we consider this more forgivable 
for representatives who do not have direct power over this policy, and believe her experiences 
would make her an effective advocate for students who do not normally have their voices and 
concerns heard in the assembly.

We strongly endorse Charlie Bonner. Bonner held a clinic on political advocacy on campus 
several weeks ago, and should know how to most effectively use his position to represent stu-
dents. He understands the trade-offs that would be necessary to fund the UT Counseling and 
Mental Health Center for the sake of students’ well-being rather than funding one-off budget 
items like a cafe near Greg pool. He smartly advocates for increasing awareness about existing 
resources, and makes a valid point about working on a local level with non-profits and Austin 
Police Department when national politics fails us. 

We strongly endorse Chloe Harfield for her strong grasp of the issues that SG can re-
alistically tackle. She advocates for joining forces, rather than duplicating efforts, to end 
sexual assault by collaborating with Voices Against Violence. She also knows how RAs 
can educate freshmen students about consent. And when national politics turn against 
undocumented students, we’re confident Harfield will seek legal representation for her 
fellow undocumented students. Also, we appreciate her candor about being bravely hon-
est about her shortcomings and the underrepresented students that she needs to reach 
out to more.

We endorse Anthony Matthews. He clearly understands the needs of students, from funding 
mental health services to bolstering campus streetlights. In regards to undocumented students, 
Matthews understands how to protect them by working with local authorities so they can con-
tinue their education at UT. Notably, he also acknowledges the role of alcohol in sexual assaults 
and the importance of making sure students stay safe without blaming survivors. We would 
want to see more tangible suggestions about these positions, but believe his grounding should 
make him an effective advocate and his business experience shows dedication to a cause.
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“Table 19” is a  
second-rate “The Breakfast 
Club.” The latter moves at a 
slow, natural pace, allowing 
its big moments to build 
off of small and meaning-
ful character interactions. 
The former speeds from 
climax to climax, with di-
alogue that talks about its 
characters emotions rath-
er than shows them. The 
result: This picture about 
adults at a wedding feels 
more juvenile than a pic-
ture about high schoolers  
in detention. 

Our protagonist, Eloise 
McGarry (Anna Kend-
rick), certainly feels like a 
high school drama queen, 
though. She has been in-
vited to the wedding of 
her oldest friend, Francie 
(Rya Meyers), but has also 
been unceremoniously rel-
egated to a table with oth-
er undesirables because 
she’s the ex of the bride’s 
brother, Teddy (Wyatt Rus-
sell). Eloise despises Ted-
dy for dumping her over 
text, but she may not be so  

innocent herself.
While trying to avoid 

Teddy, Eloise befriends his 
and Francie’s old nanny, Jo 
(June Squibb), ex-con Wal-
ter (Stephen Merchant), 
husband-and-wife diner 
owners Bina (Lisa Kudrow) 
and Jerry (Craig Robinson), 
and lovelorn Renzo (Tony 
Revolori). These outsiders 
form a merry band, but 
their moments of insight 
and connection are fleeting 
and shallow. They only ever 
talk about someone’s past 
or about how one of them 
feels. They never convey 
why these personalities are 
drawn to each other for any 
reason other than they are 
the losers. How boring. 

“Table 19” takes a while 
to even focus on the major-
ity of its main characters, 
though. A lot of the film’s 
first third involves Eloise 
finding a potential love in-
terest, a handsome wedding 
crasher who calls himself 
“Huck” (Thomas Cocquer-
el). Yet the film’s heavy set-
up for a new romance goes 
nowhere, and all we are left 
with is wasted screen time.

The only two characters  

that do make a lasting  
impression are Jo and Wal-
ter. Jo is a sweetheart who 
finds herself lonely and 
unaccomplished in old age, 
and laments she hasn’t even 
left a mark on Francie and 
Teddy. Walter is an awk-
ward, quirky guy, and Fran-
cie and Teddy’s cousin — 
his struggles to fit in offer 
the film’s best and heartiest 
laughs. At one point, he 
ends up donning a red jack-
et that looks exactly like 
the jackets the servers at 
the wedding wear, leading 
to some amusing moments 
in which the employees de-
mand that he assist them in  
waiting tables.

Renzo is initially a  
promising source of humor 
with his woeful attempts at 
wooing girls. He attempts 
to get a dance by bragging 
about his penis size to a 
potential partner, and lat-
er misinterprets a lady’s 
sarcastic comments as an 
indication he will get laid. 
But he isn’t characterized 
as more than an awkward 
geek, and Revolori’s talents  
are wasted.

Bina and Jerry are the 

least interesting of the 
bunch. Their marital prob-
lems are vague and clichéd, 
as the film portrays Jerry 
as a distant husband but 
does little to explore why 
he has faltered. They end 
up just being in the back-
ground, and the movie full-
on stops when they take  

center stage.
Surprisingly, “Table 19” 

does succeed in its final 
moments at achieving a sat-
isfying catharsis. Not in its 
climax, in which two lovers 
clumsily profess their love 
for each other, but in its 
falling action, when one of 
the film’s better characters 

gets a beautiful pay off. If 
only the rest of the movie 
were as lovely.

By Charles Liu
@CharlieInDaHaus

Newman’s career was a 
long time in the making. 
Raised in a musically in-
clined family, she began sing-
ing in front of crowds in ele-
mentary school and has been 

writing songs her whole life.
“I like the term ‘lyrically 

driven,’” said Newman, “I re-
ally try to write stuff that has 
a big emphasis on lyrics.”

During high school, she 
was part of an acoustic 
pop duet named Jake and 
Jean. Nowadays, Newman  

performs with the Longhorn 
Singers, a show choir.

Although she’s a vocalist 
at heart, Newman said she 
aims to diversify her craft. 
She said she plans to change 
her major from international 
relations to arts and enter-
tainment tech to specialize 

in music and sound track. 
Eventually, Newman wants 
to move toward produc-
tion and add synth pop to  
her repertoire.

“I would love to get a band 
together eventually and kind 
of branch out from just a solo 
thing,” Newman said.

Through Newman’s past 
experiences with Jake and 
Jean and performing gigs in 
Austin, she has developed 
the expressive style used in 
“Summer Songs”.

“After the duet split, that 
was when I started writ-
ing songs that really meant 

something, (that were) really 
rooted in experiences that 
I had,” Newman said. “This 
project is really like the cul-
mination of a lot of years of 
work and writing. I think this 
is the best stuff I’ve ever writ-
ten. But it has a lot of history 
behind it.”

NEWMAN
continues from page 8

traditional responses.” 
Douglas Snyder,  

communications direc-
tor for University Dem-
ocrats, marketing and  

government sophomore, 
has voiced his strong op-
position to more legislation 
purposed to infringe upon  
trans rights.

“(Senate Bill 6) is such an 
important piece of legisla-
tion intended to ostracize 

people,” Snyder said. “This 
is a marginalized group 
that has done nothing to  
deserve this.”

Goldstein said the best 
way to combat this sort of 
scrutiny and discrimination 
is by coming together. 

“Showing solidarity with  
the trans community 
is really important as a  
campus,” said Goldstein.  

As some LGBTQ  
individuals seek out a sup-
port system, particularly fol-
lowing situations in which 

they feel their identity being  
persecuted, Che 
hopes to help pro-
vide that environment  
of encouragement.

“There are a lot of  
different ways we pro-
vide support,” said Che. “It 

comes down to building 
a strong community that 
has a sense of empower-
ment to enact change be-
yond just voting. That’s how 
we’ve channeled a lot of 
our anger with how things  
have progressed.”

BILL 
continues from page 8

TABLE 19
Run Time: 87 minutes
Rating: PG-13
Score:

@thedailytexan
Follow us for news, updates and more. Fridays at 5 p.m.

Listen to The Daily Texan newscast

‘Table 19’ movie not worth a reservation
MOVIE REVIEW  | ‘TABLE 19’

Courtesy of Fox Searchlight | Daily Texan Staff
Anna Kendrick and a stellar cast of comedians can’t save “Table 19” from being the undesirable 
mess it is.
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BASEBALL

The Cardinals threw plen-
ty of arms at the Longhorns  
Tuesday night.

But the Longhorns sent each 
Lamar pitcher to the dugout in 
quick fashion as Texas backed 
up its nine-run outing on Sun-
day with another nine runs on 
Tuesday night in a 9-5 victory  
over Lamar. 

Longhorn batters never 
saw the same Lamar pitch-
er for more than an inning 
as the Cardinals exhaust-
ed seven arms through the  
first five innings. 

“It’s tough,” redshirt junior 
Bret Boswell said. “You really 
can’t prepare for that. So what 
you’ve got to do is watch in the 
dugout, you’ve got to watch 
when you’re on deck to try to 
get your timing down before 
you’re in there. You’ll see the 
guy once and then see a new 
guy the next time.”

A baseball player can change 
the momentum of a game 
with a single swing of his bat.  
Boswell did just that.

Lamar’s sophomore pitcher 
Ryan Erickson handed Boswell 
a pitch in the zone during a 
1-0 count. The second base-
man teed off for a two-run 
homer to swipe the lead, 4-3, 
from the Cardinals during the  

third inning.
“That felt great,” Boswell 

said. “Right when I put the 
swing on it, it’s one of those 
where you don’t even feel it off 
the bat. I just watched it go and 
it was just a great feeling.”

The Cardinals quiet-
ed the crowd with a big 
swing of their own as fresh-
man second baseman Cole 
Coker went deep during  
the second inning.

But the Longhorns’ second 
baseman responded to Coker’s 
damage with another bomb 
during the third inning. Bo-
swell made his way around 
the bases four times through-
out the game and brought 
two teammates along the way 
with a pair of RBIs. His sharp 
eye in the batter’s box allowed 
him to stay relaxed throughout  
the game.

“I’m picking up pitches a lot 
faster, pretty much right out of 
the pitcher’s hand,” Boswell said. 
“When I’m relaxed, I can see 
that easily and I’m not thinking 
about it too much, it just makes 
it a lot easier, the swing is  
a lot easier.”

The Longhorns added three 
more runs to the scoreboard 
during the fifth inning to make 
it a wide-open 7-3 game. Al-
though junior centerfielder 
Stefanos Panayiotou attempted 
to make a Cardinal comeback 

with a two-run shot to the right 
field bullpen during the sev-
enth inning, junior left fielder 
Travis Jones secured the Long-
horn win with a sliding RBI  
triple later in the inning. 

Boswell’s two-run swing also 
brought sophomore pitcher 
Nick Kennedy his first win 
of the season. Sophomore 
right-hander Beau Ridgeway 
closed the game during the 

last two innings, as the Long-
horn fight song boomed from 
the stadium speakers after his  
last pitch. 

“Beau Ridgeway is so reli-
able,” head coach David Pierce 
said. “He’s going to throw 
strikes, he’s going to have a lit-
tle sink on the ball and they’re 
going to have to earn it against 
him. That’s the quality outing 
that we need.”

The Longhorns leave UFCU 
Disch-Falk Field for their first 
road series of the season against 
Stanford on Thursday at 8 p.m.

“Sunday was a great confi-
dence builder and I thought we 
really did a great job of feeding 
off of that tonight,” Pierce said. 
“Offensively, we want to build 
off of this. We know it’s going 
to be tight games out there  
(at Stanford).”

By Vanessa Le
@vanessale

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Smart demands effort as losing season closes out  
By Shane Lewis
@theREALsplewis

With two games remaining 
in the regular season, Texas 
sits at second-to-last in the Big 
12 standings, poised to finish 
with its worst record in over  
30 years. 

The NIT, much less 
the NCAA tournament, 
is all but out of reach for  
the Longhorns. 

Despite having little to 
play for, head coach Shaka 
Smart urges his team to ap-
proach Wednesday night’s 
contest against Texas Tech  
with intensity. 

“Are you a competitor?” 
Smart asked his players. 
“Because if you are, every 
time you take the floor, in 
any game and any practice, 
you’re trying to compete 
to win. That’s a culture that 
we’re trying to build where 
in our program competi-
tiveness is nonnegotiable. It’s 
not something you turn on  
and off.”

Smart has never finished 
with a losing record as a head 
coach at the collegiate level. 
His squads have accumulat-
ed at least 20 wins in all sev-
en of his seasons, qualifying 
for postseason play nearly  
every year. 

Losing is something that 
Smart clearly isn’t accus-
tomed to. But in the face 
of this adversity, the coach 
remains driven to inspire  
his team.

“I think that he’s handling 
(a losing season) fantastic,” 
freshman forward Jarrett 
Allen said. “For anybody, 
a losing season is going 
to be hard, but he’s keep-
ing everybody’s spirits up.  
It’s phenomenal.”

Smart and Texas travel to 
Lubbock in search of the first 
road-win of the season. 

The Longhorns squan-
dered several opportunities 
to notch a win outside of the 
Frank Erwin Center earli-
er in the season. The team 
held second-half leads at 
Oklahoma and Georgia, but 
faltered down the stretch in  
close losses. 

In Texas’ first road con-
test of the season against 
Michigan, the Wolverines 
snatched a victory with 
a late basket in the last  
20 seconds.

Smart believes this ear-
ly-season loss altered the  
trajectory of the season. 

“I remember thinking then 
— with a young team, with 
the challenges that we knew 
we’d have later in the season 

— that this really was a game 
that would have meant a lot 
if we win it,” Smart said. “It’s 
a win that you have in your 
pocket and you can tell your 
guys we beat a good team on 
the road.”

Notching that elusive road 
victory won’t be easy against 
Texas Tech. The Red Raid-
ers have posted a stellar 15-3 
mark at home this season. 
Two of those losses, against 
conference powers Kansas 

and Iowa State, came by a 
combined three points. 

When the two teams met 
on Feb. 1 in Austin, Tex-
as managed to escape with 
a 62-58 victory after a late 
three-pointer from sopho-
more guard Eric Davis Jr. 

For the Longhorns to win 
this time around, freshman 
guard Andrew Jones believes 
the team must rally around 
its coach’s competitive fire. 

“We’ve got to follow coach 

(Smart’s) game plan,” Jones 
said. “Right now we’re a good 
team but we don’t play hard. 
We’ve got to learn to trust 
each other more and go out 
and play for the whole game.”

Texas looks to send off 
Smart’s second season on a 
high-note. The Longhorns 
tip off against Texas Tech 
at 8 p.m. on Wednesday 
and finish the regular sea-
son at home against Baylor  
on Saturday. 

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Head coach Shaka Smart directs the Longhorns from the sideline. Smart, a former Final Four 
coach, is enduring his first-career losing season in his second year in Austin.

SOFTBALL

Davis, lefties benefitting Longhorns on the field

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Senior left-handed pitcher Tiarra Davis fires a pitch from the 
mound at McCombs Field. Davis is among several lefties on 
the team that have excelled for Texas this season.

By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah

Only 10 percent of people 
in the world are left-handed. 
Of those, an even smaller per-
centage are female. Finding a 
left-handed softball pitcher is 
like mining for gold during the  
California Gold Rush.

But Texas has two, including 
senior Tiarra Davis.

“There’s not many of them 
in college softball,” Davis said. 
“Facing a lefty is just some-
thing different. People don’t 
like change so it just makes it  
more exciting.” 

But change is good, espe-
cially at the circle. Davis load-
ed three new pitches into her 
arsenal during the offseason. 
One of them is a changeup, 
which deceptively appears as 
a fastball only to soar slow-
ly over the plate to mess up a  
hitter’s timing. 

“We worked really really 

hard on that this fall because 
it’s really sporadic,” Davis said. 
“So we really worked on just 
finding the release point, find-
ing what worked best with my 
body to do. We worked on  
perfecting that.” 

It didn’t start off perfect in 
the regular season, though. 
Davis was challenged ear-
ly, dropping games to No. 
10 Minnesota and South  
Carolina at home.

But when Davis took the 
circle in Palm Springs, she was 
unstoppable. Davis went 2-0 in 
complete games over No. 24 
Missouri and No. 15 Tennes-
see, firing 11 strikeouts to post 
a 1.00 ERA. She was reward-
ed with Big 12 Pitcher of the 
Week honors.

“I think I just didn’t put as 
much pressure on myself,” 
Davis said. “I relied a lot on 
the defense and the energy of 
our team. We’ve relied a lot 
on being energetic and being 

fun to watch. It makes my job  
really easy.”

Pitching isn’t the only 
strength of a lefty. 

Hitting also provides the of-
fense a dangerous advantage. A 
left-handed hitter stands three 
feet closer to first base, which 
is a debatable edge depending 
on how often the lefty faces an 
opposite-handed pitcher.

Senior shortstop Devon 
Tunning and sophomore 
outfielder Reagan Hathaway 
both bat left-handed, shoot-
ing to the top of the stat sheets  
this season. 

Hathaway contributed a .389 
mark with a triple, a home run 
and four RBIs this past week-
end. Tunning, who led the 
team last year in batting with 
a .350 season average, contin-
ued her success by earning two 
doubles, a home run and a .385 
batting average in February’s  
Texas Invitational.

“Honestly, there’s always 

room for improvement,” Da-
vis said. “But Coach (Tripp) 
MacKay always tells us ‘We’re 
putting up 10, eight runs 
against teams and y’all are 
only scratching the surface of  
your potential.’”

This week, Texas battles 
Texas State at home and will 

travel for a series against  
No. 6 Arizona. 

“Every team is good 
right now, quite honestly,” 
head coach Connie Clark 
said. “I think the pollsters 
are having a hard time fig-
uring out how they go  
about business.”

SIDELINE

Joshua Guerra | Daily Texan Staff
Junior second baseman Bret Boswell swings at a pitch during a Texas home game at UFCU 
Disch-Falk Field. Boswell starred for the Longhorns with a team-high four runs in  
Tuesday’s victory.
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TODAY IN  
HISTORY

1972
Wilt Chamberlain 
becomes first 
NBA player of 
all-time to score 
30,000 career 
points.

“ Spring ball is 
coming everyone  
get your popcorn 

ready      ”

Charles Omenihu
@charless_94

TOP TWEET

Texas ranks fifth in 
latest tournament

The No. 14 men’s golf 
team finished fifth this 
weekend at the Quer-
encia Cabo Collegiate. 
They performed a dis-
tant 23 shots behind 
tournament champi-
on No. 6 Oklahoma 
State, who finished at  
29-under.

Sophomores Steven 
Chervony and junior 
Doug Ghim led the 
team, both finishing 
four-under to tie for 
13th. Senior Gavin Hall 
also notched a top-20 
finish, posting two-un-
der par and tying  
for 18th.

Chervony led going 
into the final round after 
posting 66 and 68 during 
the first two rounds, but 
a final round score of 
75 dropped him out of 
the top 10. Head coach 
John Fields was still im-
pressed by what he saw 
from the Florida-native.

“Steven Chervony 
had an outstanding 
tournament and gained 
valuable experience in 
the final group today,” 
Fields said.

Texas led after one 
round of the tourna-
ment, posting a team 
total of 273, but could 
not maintain its hot 
start. The Longhorns 
followed their day-
one performance with 
scores of 282 and 291 
to finish six-under as  
a team. 

“Finishing top-five in 
this field was solid for 
our team,” Fields said. 
“Today’s round stings, 
but will add to our  
motivation for success.”

Next up, the Long-
horns head west for the 
Lamkin San Diego Clas-
sic at San Diego Coun-
try Club on Monday, 
March 13 and Tuesday, 
March 14.

—Zephyr Melton

SPORTS 
BRIEFLY

Texas offense surges to beat Lamar
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Before she encouraged 
students to shoot for  
academic success, associate 
academic advisor Kourt-
ney Brown shot hoops  
around Europe. 

Originally from Ohio, 
Brown played professional 
basketball for a Spanish team 
based in Cáceres, a small 
town near Portugal.

“It was very fun,” Brown  
said. “I got to travel the world 
just playing basketball.”

After her older  
brother introduced her to  
basketball, Brown fell in  

love with the game.
“He would bring me to the 

gym and tell me to just chill 
(over there) and I thought ‘I 
want to play!’” Brown said. 
“So I started playing and I 
fell in love with it. I just start-
ed following him more and  
playing with his friends.”

Brown went on to play 
for the University of Buf-
falo where she was a  
computer engineering major.

“I thought I was really  
going to be 100 percent an 
engineer,” Brown said. “Then 
my basketball career took 
off and I decided to explore 
that a bit overseas. After, I 
got an offer from my alma 
mater to start coaching our  
women’s team.”

Brown helped athletes 
reach their goals both on the 
court and in the classroom, 
but soon realized she might’ve 

stumbled on her true calling. 
“I really enjoyed the  

academics and making sure 
that [the athletes] gradu-
ated and were successful,”  
Brown said. 

Brown knew athletes  
needed to excel in their 
schoolwork in case their 
sports careers did not flour-
ish. She said her desire to 
help others inspired her to  
pursue advising.

“It’s so easy to get lost in 
the mindset of ‘We’re all gon-
na become professional,’” 
Brown said. “Even if you do, 
you need something to fall 
back on if you get injured or 
too old.”

Eventually, Brown found 
herself on the 40 Acres.

“That’s what I was  
passionate about, so now 
I’m here,” Brown said. “I’m  
enjoying it.”
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TSM would like to 
thank the Student 
Services budget 

Committee for their 
continued support of 
Texas Student Media 
and the independent 

student voice.
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For many people,  
choosing which bathroom 
to use is a non-issue, but 
for those who don’t identi-
fy with their sex assigned at 
birth, going to the restroom 
is a source of insecurity and  
potential ridicule.

For trans, gender 
non-comforming, and 
non-binary people, Senate 
Bill 6, better known as the 
Texas Bathroom Bill, has only 
heightened the emotions as-
sociated with the pre-exist-
ing struggle. The bill is cur-
rently pending in the Texas  
senate and is accruing  
a lot of controversy.

As the co-director of Texas 
Queer and Trans Student Al-
liance, third year humanities 
major, James Che, has been 
intimately involved with the 
conversations surrounding 
these issues of exclusion 
and transphobia. Even with-
out the bill in place, Che 

said he feels that the UT  
campus still has a lot of 
necessary effort for accom-
modating and accepting the  
trans community. 

“This bill isn’t drastically 
changing the way campus is 
functioning,” Che said. “It’s 
been more of an issue for 
campuses that have made 
no efforts to be trans-inclu-
sive, not that The University 
of Texas has made any leaps 
or strides, they’ve just had 
more single-use bathrooms 
available, but then again  
not really.”

Though the Texas  
Bathroom Bill has not yet 
been approved or enacted, 
that doesn’t make it any less 
of a topic of concern.

“It’s mostly been a  
psychological issue, not so 
much a direct impact is-
sue,” Che said. “It’s led me 
to realize that nothing has 
changed. The campus has 
always been structured in 
a transphobic manner, so 
it comes as no surprise that 

the state government is  
attacking us.”

Plan II sophomore Mia 
Goldstein works closely 
with community members 
dispirited and offended by 
this sort of treatment. As an 
affiliate of the Gender and 
Sexuality Center, a leader in 
Voices Against Violence, and 
a member of the LGBTQ 
community herself, she has 
participated in several dis-
cussions over the upsettingly  
anticipated bill. 

“People are very shocked,” 
Goldstein said. “Well, 
not shocked because this 
is almost expected from 
Texas, but incredibly dis-
heartened to see this has  
been introduced.” 

Like Goldstein, Che is  
unsurprised by this effort 
from the Texas legislature. 

“It’s not anything new to 
us,” said Che. “More than 
anything, it’s just been irri-
tating and makes us want 
to seek options outside of  

By Hannah Plantowsky
@TheDailyTexan

Samantha Dier| Daily Texan Staff
Senate Bill 6, better known as the Texas Bathroom Bill, would require transgender people to 
use public bathrooms based on their biological sex.  The bill, which is currently pending in the 
Texas senate, has sparked a lot of concern in the transgender community.

In a small dorm room 
sat an aspiring artist, think-
ing, writing and composing 
hope into reality.

Michaela Newman, in-
ternational relations and 
global studies freshman, 
dropped an alternative folk 
EP “Summer Songs” on Feb. 
17th. It’s a collection of four 
tracks inspired by her expe-
riences during the summer 
of 2016. Her album can be 
found on iTunes, Spotify  
and Amazon. 

“It’s called ‘Summer 
Songs’, kind of ironically be-
cause they were released in 
the winter,” Newman said. 
“But they all kind of stem 
from the summer before I 
came to college.”

Newman teamed up with 
her old pals Ryan Thiele and 
Colin Huntley to produce 

the EP during winter break 
in Thiele’s home studio. 
Newman wrote the songs 
and took care of the vocals, 
Thiele spearheaded pro-
duction while playing the 
keys and bass, and Huntley 
jammed on guitar. 

“It was a pleasure work-
ing on this EP,” Thiele said. 
“I had a lot of fun taking 
the raw ideas that Michaela 
had and turning it into the 
singular work of art that she 
had been wanting.”

But the longtime friends 
now walk separate paths. 
Huntley is studying at 
Berklee College of Music 
and Thiele is working on 
personal projects of his own. 
They aren’t an official band, 
but with time to kill, the art-
ists were open to recording 
the tracks.

“It’s good to be playing 
for a project that’s inspired,” 
Huntley said. “And that’s  

exactly what this project is.”
Though much of the in-

spiration for songs came 
around the tail end of sum-
mer, Newman said most of 
the EP was derived from 
lyrics drafted during the  
fall semester.

“I’ve always known  
Michaela as a talented mu-
sician,” Huntley said. “But 
to be there watching her 
bring a concrete vision 
to life for the first time  
was incredible.”

According to Thiele, Sum-
mer Songs embodied the 
essence of music. It allowed 
him to step back and see 
music for what it is — the 
expression of one’s inner  
being and emotions.

“It was one of my favorite 
projects to date,” Thiele said. 
“The simplicity allowed me 
to really dig in and make it a 
true expression of the artist.”

By Matt Douglas
@TheDailyTexan

Mary Pistorius | Daily Texan Staff
Michaela Newman, IGR freshman, just dropped her EP “Summer Songs.” It is available on 
Spotify, iTunes, and Amazon.

CAMPUS

Advisor shot hoops, helps 
students shoot for the stars

By Ashley Salinas
@ashley_salinas3

Bathroom Bill cause for 
trans students’ concern
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UT freshman releases 
first EP, ‘Summer Songs’
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Ramya Srikanth | Daily Texan Staff
Associate academic advisor Kourtney Brown played professional basketball for a Spanish 
team based in Cáceres before becoming an academic advisor. Brown currently provides 
academic advising for the College of Liberal Arts.
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