






Fine Arts Receives Library of Vodou Scholar

The University of Texas at Austin has received a collec-
tion of materials from a noted scholar and academician in 
the arts and culture of Haitian Vodou.

Approximately 1,200 books and catalogues constituted 
the personal library of Marilyn Houlberg, Professor 
Emeritus of Art History, Theory and Criticism at the 
School of the Art Institute of Chicago. They served as a 
resource for her research in the arts and anthropology of 
West Africa and Haiti, as well as related studies of popu-
lar culture in the United States. They will become part of 
the collections at the Fine Arts Library. 

Houlberg and John Yancey, John D. Murchison Profes-
sor in Art at the university, were colleagues at the Art 
Institute and lifelong friends. It’s through that relation-

ship that Yancey was able to bring the collection to the 
university. Houlberg’s influence in the field could not be 
overstated, he said. 

The gift of the Marilyn Houlberg collection is significant 
as its arrival supports the growing body of research and 
teaching in the areas of African, African American and 
African Diasporic arts and scholarship at the university.
With the recent establishment of the new African and 
Africa Diaspora Studies Department in the College of 
Liberal Arts, the increasing prominence of the John L. 
Warfield Center for African and African American Stud-
ies and the establishment of the Center for Art of Africa 
and its Diasporas in the College of Fine Arts, the gift of 
books and catalogues are expected to have a beneficial 
impact on important areas of scholarship and teaching at 
the university.  

“She unveiled the complexity, power and wonder of art 
and culture of Africa and the African diaspora,” said 
Yancey. “Her non-conformist aesthetics opened doors of 
perception for scholars, collectors and most importantly, 
for the artists themselves.”

Through her prolific travels to Haiti and Africa, Houl-
berg amassed more than 10,000 slides to create an archive 
of art documentation that is currently being catalogued 
for the Elisofon Library, National Museum of African Art 
at the Smithsonian Institution.  
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