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The following is a copy of tonight's Broadcast at 9.20 p.m. by the

Rt.Hon. A.V. Alexander, First Lord of The Admiralty.

Not to be published before delivery with which it should be checked.

To-day is the One hundred and Thirty-sixth anniversary of the great
naval victory of Trafalgar which paved the way for the overthrow of Napoleon.
Menaced by another Dictator and living under the threat of an attempted invasion,
there could be no more appropriate day on which to remind you of what the Navy
is doing and to appeal to you to show your appreciation of its great labours hy
whole-hearted support of "Warships Weeks.”

Some will say there is surely no need to exalt the work of the Navy:-

Work of his hand,
He nor commends nor grieves;

Pleads for itself the fact.

Every sailor can plead that. We largely take that work for granted, but

the men who hourly face the perils of the deep and enemy action can take nothing
for granted for a single moment.

The Navy is fighting at sea in which circumstances are unprecedented. Our

ships must be ever active and vigilant from Murmansk to the Dardanelles.

There are escorts to provide for our trade inthe Atlantic and for the numerous

military convoys. The Far East must be watched; we must safeguard the Dominions

of the Commonwealth who have contributed so gallantly to our fight against a

pagan suckled in a creed outworn. All this must be done with far fewer ships
than the Admiralty should have to give the gallant officers and men who are called

upon to fulfil such a variety of arduous tasks. It is natural that public

opinion focuses upon high lights of the war at sea like the River Plate, Taranto,

Matapan and the destruction of the BISMARCK. But remember the detail and

routine, and the immense risks involved in the convoying of hundreds of thousands

of men to the Middle East, and other places. It is little solace to those who

lost loved ones during such operations if I say how very few of these great armies

have been lost at sea during their transport. Yet there is the fact; it is a

tribute to the thoroughness of the Navy. In view of the defection of the

French Fleet, the entry of the Italian Navy into the war and the weight and variety

of method employed in the attack upon our convoys, it is little short of a miracle

that we have been so successful in carrying these armies overseas.

When we had to withdraw our forces from Greece in face of overwhelmingly

superior numbers, the Navy wrote new pages in its history to make us proud.

Confronted by concentrated dive-bombing attacks at the Piraeus and off Crete the

Mediterranean Fleet performed prodigies of valour. Ship after ship was lost in

that deadly struggle, but hour after hour other ships went in and brought away

tens of thousands of men, of the Home country, of New Zealand and of Australia.

Think of the part played by the Navy in the successful campaigns on land, by

bombardments, by the maintenance of supplies, by the covering from the sea of troop

movements.

The larger naval actions against the enemy have been as masterly as any in the

annals of the past.
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Outstanding events have marked dogged endurance and daily efficiency. We

rejoice in the destruction of the GRAF SPEES, the masterly hunting and sinking of the

BISMARCK, the Battle of Taranto, and other daring exploits of the Fleet Air Arm;
the victory of Matapan, under the skilled leadership of Admiral Cunningham, the con-

tinuous explicits ofAdmiral Somerville in the Western and the constant passage
of reinforcements to the army and the Air Force in spite every attempt of the enemy to prevent it by bombers,

submarines, and E-boats. Think of the countless number of single actions fought

at sea, like the gallant fight of the JERVIS BAY and the RAWALPINDI. Think of

the attack of the Hipper class cruiser on a great military convoy last Christmas

morning, beaten off by the BERWICK. And what of our submarines? Their's has

been a task incomparably more difficult and dangerous than that of the enemy

submarines in the Atlantic. To find their scarcer targets they have to go right
in to enemy waters as they did in the first twelve months of the war on the

coasts of Norway and as they have since been doing in the Mediterranean where, with

the Fleet Air Arm and the Royal Air Force, they have sent hundreds of thousands of

tons of enemy transports and supply ships to the bottom.

In the Atlantic the fight to bring in our imports is vastly different from

that of the last war when we had many more warships to protect them. Then the

enemy had but few bases from which to operate his submarines. Now he disposes
of harbours from Tromso to La Pallice and along the coasts of Italy into the Aegean.

Then only eight thousand tons of shipping were lost by air attack, to-day the

corresponding figures run into hundreds of thousands of tons. Last time there

was no mine-laying from the air. New aircraft nightly drop deadly mines. Yet,

after two years of a struggle ever growing in intensity, we are fed, warmed, clothed,

lighted and munitioned, while our factories receive essential raw materials from

overseas. In this war the enemy did not wait nearly two years before adopting

a sink-at-sight policy; he has perfected a very efficient joint campaign of

co-operation between submarines and aircraft. Our losses have been heavy, yet,

in spite of all the adverse conditions which I have recounted, the total shipping

losses, British, Allied, and Neutral, from all causes, have been less in the last

twelve months than they were in 1917 from submarine attack alone. I can assure

you that when the U-boat attacks a convoy it is mercilessly hunted. Aircraft

attacks are met by a greatly improved anti-aircraft defence and by fighter aircraft

carried by the convoy. We do not for strategical reasons publish many details

about the destruction of enemy submarines but Hitler and Mussolini know the extent

of their great losses.
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We have heard on the wireless some epic stories of our Merchantmen at

sea. When the history of the war is written the stories of the individual

actions of Merchant ships against the enemy will cause the country to marvel. Gun

actions against raiders and submarines, the shooting down of dive bombers - all

come into the story. But what of the men who have lost one or more ships under

them, been rescued, and return again to another ship? I confess that when the

other day in a hospital in a remote port in the far North-West, I talked to the

survivors of a crew whose ship had been torpedoed barely fifty miles away, I had

a considerable lump in my throat. They were in good heart, dry and warm and well

clothed because they had been looked after by one of the Sailors' Societies.

Amongst them were two boys, both only 16 years of age, Welsh boys from Cardiff.

One had a bump on his forehead covered by sticking plaster. When I said

to them "What are you going to do now, boys?", they both said "Go back home to

Cardiff and then get another ship". The officers and engineers of the Merchant

Navy, depleted by recruitment for the Royal Naval Reserve, deserve special praise

for the manner in which in fog, darkness and gale they keep station whilst in con-

voy, always a difficult task. Many times the Captain saves his crew and his cargo

by his skill and courage.

Here is a story of a Naval trawler on escort duty off the East Coast.

Three swastikas decorate her that the has shot down three German

aircraft. A group of aircraft was seen coming from the English Coast, at first

thought to be British. The Captain sounded the alarm to give his crew some practice.

Then, the aircraft were recognised as German. The trawler was ready and

shot down two of them.

In this little ship, with less than 30 men, three have won decorations,
five mentioned in despatches, and five more recommended for bravery in rescuing
survivors from another ship. The Captain gained the Distinguished Service Cross,
while one of the gun’s crew(a racing greyhound trainer in civil life) won the

Distinguished Service Medal.

Another Rating won the Distinguished Service Medal for diving overboard,

under air attack to rescue the pilot of a British fighter.

Have we not good cause to be proud of our achievements at sea? I hope

you feel a thrill as we ponder over these proofs of the natural genius of our race

for the sea, and the part which the Royal Navy and the Merchant Navy have played

in carrying us through from the sombre days of June 1940, when we were almost alone,

to the situation which we have reached today, with Russia fighting so gallantly,

the United States coming to our aid, and the Free Allied Navies steadily but daily

increasing their help.

We must harness the whole of our power to equipping ourselves for the

fight, to replace for ourselves those American supplies which we are giving up

to Russia, and to add our own large contribution to the same purpose of equipping

them to hold the field until, with our other Allies, they join in the final defeat

of the greatest menace the human race has ever faced, and have restored to them

the land and resources which have been so ruthlessly wrested from them.
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Let me assure you that neither the Prime Minister, who has

proved himself to be the Great Leader required for the crisis, nor any of his

Ministers are satisfied or desire the nation to be satisfied, even with the

magnificent achievements up to date. I want even greater successes at sea,

and therefore I want more ships. She R.A.F. want to make even heavier attacks

on the enemy and therefore wants more aircraft. The Army wants more equipment
and will then prove itself once more on the field. But behind it all we must

have from the people, who, in spite of criticisms have never been so united,

a continuance of the spirit of courage and patience which they have shown

in so marked a degree in face of ruthless air attacks.

We must all make still further sacrifices of those things which in

peace we most desire for our comfort and our pleasure. The nation has already

done grandly in its response to the War Savings Appeals of the past, but I

want our people to make even greater efforts to back up Lord Kindersley and

provide the money for the sinews of war - to do this by lending what are real

savings, and so enable the Chancellor of the Exchequer to finance our war

effort without being forced into a steep spiral of inflation which would more

quickly lower the general standard of life than anything else could do.

On Trafalgar Day Nelson signalled "England Expects". I say to you

tonight "Britain expects, Britain needs"; I know I can count on you.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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