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ROYAL AIR FORCE AWARDS No. 285.

The King has been graciously pleased to approve the following
awards in recognition of gallantry displayed in flying operations

against the enemy:-

Companion of the Distinguished Service Order.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Brendan
FINUCANE,

D.F.C. No.452 (R.A.A.F)

Squadron. Recently, during two sorties on consecutive days,

Flight Lieutenant Finucane destroyed five Messerschmitt 109 's, bringing
his total victories to at least 20. He has flown with this squadron

since June, during which time the squadron has destroyed 42

enemy aircraft, of which Flight Lieutenant Finucane has personally

destroyed 15. The successes achieved are undoubtedly due to this

officer’s brilliant leadership and example.

Bar to the Distinguished Flying Cross.

Squadron Leader Denys Edgar GILLAM, D.F.C., A.F.C. Reserve of Air

Force Officers, No. 615 Squadron. Recently this officer’s squadron

has carried out 24 sorties against enemy shipping, in which 11

ships were destroyed, 5 were left burning and 18 were damaged.

Squadron Leader Gillam led the squadron on 10 of these missions and
displayed outstanding courage and enthusiasm, taking every opportunity

to seek and destroy enemy vessels.

Acting Squadron Leader Desmond Frederick Burt SHEEN, D.F.G., No.72

Squadron. Since July, 1941, Squadron Leader Sheen has led the

squadron, and on occasions the wing, in 43 offensive operations over

Northern France. He has carried out these missions with consistent

skill and courage, and, under his leadership, the squadron has

attained a high standard of efficiency.

On one occasion the squadron was menaced by a superior number

of enemy fighters, but, by his coolness and clever tactics, Squadron

Leader Sheen saved his unit from suffering heavy casualties and

succeeded in destroying at least 3 of the fighters. Squadron Leader

Sheen has personally destroyed a number of enemy aircraft, including

one at night.

D istinguished Flying Cross.

Acting Flight Lieutenant Jack David HUMPHREYS, No.29 Squadron

Flight Lieutenant Humphreys has been continuously employed on night

fighting duties since the war began, and has completed 127
operational flights which have involved 232 hours flying at night.

he had engaged,
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Flying Officer Hilary Beccham DUKE — WOOLLEY, Royal Air Force Volunteer

Reserve, No. 203 Squadron has completed more than

4oo hours of operational flying from bases in England and Egypt. One-

day in September after returning, with other aircraft, from an attack

on Leros harbour, Flying Officer Duke-Woolley learned that the aircraft

detailed to attack the main objective had failed to reach the target.

Although aware that some 40 guns on the hillside, above the

target, and others on ships in the vicinity would be in readiness,
this officer volunteered to return alone and attach this target, which

involved an approach lacking the surprise attained in the previous
attack.

The assault was boldly carried out in the face of the anti-

aircraft defences and the bombs were well aimed. Flying Officer

Duke-Woolley’s aircraft received several hits, which holed a petrol

tank and caused damage to the controls, but he skilfully reached his

base.

He displayed great courage in the face of heavy opposition,
whilst his keenness to secure the result which the main attack had

failed to achieve, was of the highest order.
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NOTES ON CAREERS.

Acting Flight Lieutenant FINUCANE, D.S.O., D.F.C., was born in 1920
at DUBLIN and was educated there, at the Christian Brothers O'Connell

Schools. He became a pupil pilot in the R.A.F. in August 1938.

A year later, he was graded as Pilot Officer. In May 1941, he was

awarded the D.F.C. Early in September, he won a bar to his D.F.C.

and later in the same month, was awarded a second bar. It was then

stated that he had destroyed at least fifteen hostile aircraft.

PHOTOGRAPH OF FL/LT. FINUCANE

AVAILABLE AT B.I.P.P.A.

Squadron Leader GILLAM, D.P.C., A.F.C. was born at TYNEMOUTH in 1915

and was educated at BRAMCOTE, SCARBOROUGH, and Wrekin College, SALOP.

He was commissioned in 1935 and served on flying duties at home and

in the MIDDLE EAST. During 1938 he was attached to the Staff of

the Governor of Northern Ireland and in June of that year was

awarded the A.F.C. In November 1940, he was awarded the D.F.C.

It was then stated that he had destroyed at least seven enemy

aircraft.

Acting Squadron Leader SHEEN, D.F.C. is an Australian. He was

born in SYDNEY in 1917. He became an air cadet in the R.A.A.F. in

1936 and was commissioned in the R.A.F. in the following year.

He was awarded the D.F.C. in May 1940, when still a Flying Officer.

Acting Flight Lieutenant HUMPHREYS was born in 1918 at HAMPSTEAD.

He was educated at Uppingham and was commissioned in 1938. He was

promoted Acting Flight Lieutenant in August 1941.

Flying Officer DUKE-WOOLLEY was born in 1912 at DIDSBURY, MANCHESTER-

He enlisted as pilot in 1936 and was commissioned in June 1940.

A year later he was promoted Flying Officer.

Directorate of Public Relations,
Air Ministry,

King Charles Street,
Whitehall S.W.1.

20th October, 1941.
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