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Here is the text of the weekly broadcast by Colonel Britton

to be given in the B.B.C. European service tonight. It is for

release at 11.15.p.m. B.S.T.

Now here is Colonel Britton to give his weekly talk to the people of the occupied
countries.

This is Colonel Britton speaking to the V army.

The Germans are getting short of men. And their production, both of war

materials and articles of export, is falling.

As you probably know, the German Army has suffered extremely heavy casualties at

the hands of the Russians, and now German coal-miners, dockers and transport workers

are being called up to fight.

This is an extremely important fact.

If German miners and dockers and transport workers are sent to fight, who'll take their

place? (Because their place must be taken.)

The answer is that they want you, the people of Europe, the V army to take their

place. They want you to work in German coal, mines, in German ports and in the

German transport services, so that Germans are freed to fight against Russia and

against us and against you. They want you to build the walls of your own prison.

I urge you most strongly not to go to Germany if you can possibly help it. It ’s

not only against your duty as fighters for your country’s freedom, but it’s against

your own personal interests.

Fine promises are made by the Germans to men and women whom they want to work

for them. But these promises are not kept. Workers who go to German labour camps

are treated like cattle. The camps are filthy. They’re full of tuberculosis and

typhoid and there's no proper medical attention. The food is bad. There are no

safe air raid shelters. And there's no escape because the camps are surrounded by

barbed wire.

A report I’ve received from Hamburg says that in August one night, when British

planes were dropping bombs, the workers begged to be allowed to go to the public
shelters where all the Germans were. The armed guards refused. They treated the

workers - Frenchmen, Czechs, Dutch, Danes and others - with the utmost brutality and

declared that air raid shelters were built for Germans only.

I hear also of many cases where workers who were promised that they could return

home after three months have now been refused any leave.

So I do urge you, for the sake of your country and of your own safety, not to go

to one of these German labour camps.

If you’re out of work, or in need, I advise you to get away from the towns into

the country, where there’s more food and where the Germans will be less likely to get
hold of you.

And you others, older men and women, help the younger people if you can and save

them from the German labour camps.

If some of you have to go, don’t forget when you're working for the Germans

GO SLOW.

One other thing. The Germans have stolen large quantities of your food to feed

their armies. They’ve taken thousands of tons of your metals to make tanks and

aeroplanes and munitions. They’re crying to collect paper, rags,
cotton waste and

bones and many other materials.

And recently they’ve been seizing blankets, furs and hides all over Europe to

keep German soldiers warm in Russia, I say keep your blankets and furs for your

children and yourselves. You'll need them this winter.

To sum up. The Germans are getting short of men and many kinds of raw materials

and this winter they’re going to be short of coal and blankets. Don’t help them.

I'll be talking to you at this time next week. Good luck to the V army.

BRITISH BROADCASTING CORPORATION


