
PRESS NOTICE.

1. The Minister of Pensions, Sir Walter Womersley, made the

following main points in his statement in the House of Commons

yesterday regarding the scheme for Supplementation of Service

Allowances already discussed in the Press:-

(l) The Service Allowances as such will not be increased;
the Government consider it preferable to spend the money

by enlarging the scope of War Service Grants (often known

as "hardship grants").

(2) These grants are to be considerably improved and extended

in scope. The present cost, £5,400,000 a year, will

possibly be more than doubled. Expenditure of the order

of about £1,000,000 a month is envisaged.

(3) The grants are also to be made better known: steps are

being taken to bring the scheme to the notice of all

likely to benefit by it.

Improvements in the Scheme of War Service Grants.

2. One entirely new provision is that a minimum grant of

an amount which, with the Service Allowances and other income,

will afford a standard of maintenance below which the family will

not be allowed to fall. The standard will provide a minimum figure

of 16/- a unit, two children counting as one unit, for actual

maintenance after providing for such commitments as rent, rates,
insurance, hire purchase and educational charges.

3. The above provision, which will relieve a considerable

number of families whose pre-war standard of living was low, is

coupled with another which provides for payment of a grant on the

basis of loss of net household income due to the serving member’s

call-up for service, where this gives more favourable treatment.

This was the basis of the old scheme but the relaxations now

introduced render it much more liberal. The net deficit between

pre-service and in-service income is compensated in full up to 20/-
for each adult member of the household and thereafter on a sliding

scale.

Examples.

(1) Pre-service wage 63/-, wife and two children.

Grant put up from 4/- to 9/6d.

(2) Pre-service wage 90/-, wife and one child.

Grant put up from 12/od. to 22/-.

(3) Pre-service wage 182/6d., wife and one child.

Grant put up from 36/6d, to 58/-.

4. To give full effect to the scheme in an upward direction

the maximum grant has been raised from £2 to £3.

5. Further, in reckoning; in-service income the practice of

taking into account as part of the income of the wife-the rises in

pay of the serving member will be considerably relaxed. The War

Service Grant will in future be calculated on the assumption that

the family receives only the amount of the qualifying allotment laid

down in Army cases until the man’s pay exceeds 4/- a day, including

war pay of 6d. a day.

6. The cases of dependants other than wives and families who

were wholly dependent on the serving: man will be dealt with broadly
under the above provisions.

7. They will not, however, apply to childless wives unless

certified unfit for work by reason of age, infirmity or pregnancy,

8.



8. Another feature of the scheme is the provision of

emergency grants to meet special expenses, following serious

and prolonged illness or death of a member of the household.

No grant will be payable if the applicant is in a position to

discharge the liabilities herself nor unless the illness

gives rise to an expenditure of £2 or more. The maximum

amount of a grant is £1O, In the case of death a sum up
to £7.10s.0d. may be paid as a funeral grant.

9. The Minister also announced the further concession

to men of four free travelling vouchers when going home on

seven days leave instead of the present general allowance of

two.

Revision of old cases.

New applications.

10. Existing War Service Grants will be reviewed and the

increases given as soon as possible. They will date from the

first pay day in November next. No application, therefore,
is required where a grant is already in payment. Applications
in such cases will slow down the general process of review.

But, persons who have had applications rejected or whose

grants have been discontinued are at liberty to make fresh

applications.

11. Where possible, applications should be made by the

serving member himself, although in proper cases applications

by wives or dependants will be considered. In the case of men

and non-commissioned officers forms of application may be

obtained from regimental etc. sources or from any office of

the Assistance Board.

12. In the case of officers, application forms may be

obtained either from the Command Paymasters (or corresponding

authorities in the cases of the Navy and the Air Force) or,

if they prefer, direct from The Secretary, War Service Grants,

Ministry of Pensions, Heyhouses Lane, Lytham St, Aimes, Lancs.

13. Application for emergency grants to meet temporary

contingencies should be made to the Chief Regional Officer of

the Ministry of Pensions, whose address may be obtained from

any post office.

Officers' Cases.

l4. The Minister particularly wished it to be known that

the scheme of War Service Grants applies to officers as well as

to other ranks, and he also wishes to emphasise that these

grants are in no sense on a charity basis.

16th October, 1941.
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