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Improved arrangements for making

provision for families of members of

H.M. Forces during the present war.

1. The existing schemes of allowances for the families and

dependants of men serving in the forces during the present war

are described in Command Papers 6138 of November, 1939,

6186 of March, 1940, and 6260 of April, 1941. The present

statement is issued to explain some improvements now being
made for certain classes of case over and above the allowances

now payable. This new provision will be made by means of a

revised method of assessing the special allowances known as

war service grants, since this is the only way in which regard
can be had to the varying circumstances of the families.

2. The most important class of case for which further pro-
vision is made is that in which the serving man's family has a

low standard of maintenance owing to the fact that the pre-
service standard of living is taken as the basis of comparison for

the purpose of war service grants. Subject to the maximum

laid down in paragraph 6 it has been decided to fix a minimum

standard of maintenance, after reasonable commitments have

been met, below which a serving man’s family should not be

allowed to fall during his service. The standard to be adopted
for this purpose is 16s. per unit, two children under the school-

leaving age being countedas one unit. Under these arrange-

ments the wife with two children, for example, would be

assured of a sum of 32s. a week for maintenance after meeting
reasonable commitments in respect of rent, rates, insurance

premiums, hire purchase instalments, etc.

3. This improvement is intended to apply mainly to cases of

married men with children, as the existing provisons are broadly

adequate for the childless wife. But even in the latter case the

benefit of the new provision would be given to those certified

to be unfit for work by reason of age, infirmity or pregnancy.

4. Again subject to the maximum in paragraph 6, families,

whose pre-service standard was above 16s. per unit will continue

to be eligible for grants with reference to their pre-service
standard. Up to the level of 20s. per unit the full amount of

any difference in the unit income will be made good; this repre-
sents an improvement on the present practice. Above that level

some sacrifice can reasonably be required under existing
conditions and only part of the difference will be made good:
a graduated scale will be applied to higher unit incomes and

will be so adjusted as to give more liberal treatment than at

present.
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5. As the pre-service standard necessarily varies according to

the actual date of joining the forces it is the practice at present
to load the pre-service basic wage to make allowance for the

general rise during the war and this practice will be continued.

6. It is still necessary that a maximum rate of grant should

be fixed, but the maximum of £2 a week at present in force

will be increased to £3 exclusive of any allowances paid by
the Service Departments under their regulations; this will enable

fuller effect to be given to the foregoing improvements.

7. Another class of case is that in which the family has to

meet an emergency caused by serious and prolonged illness of

one of its members or by a death in the household. In future

grants may be made to supplement any sums already available

to meet these emergencies, e.g., from insurance; thus, where

illness involves additional expenditure exceeding £2, a grant

may be made to meet the excess over this sum up to a maximum

grant of and in the case of death a contribution not exceed-

ing £7 10s. may be made towards the excess cost of the funeral

over any sum available to meet it.

8. Under existing rules for the assessment of war service

grants the member of the forces is expected to contribute to his

family a weekly sum which, during the earlier period of his

service, leaves him with little or no increase in the amount avail-

able for his own use as a result of proficiency or promotion.
The war service grant will in future be calculated on the assump-
tion that the family receives only the amount of the qualifying
allotment laid down for Army cases until the man’s total pay
exceeds 4s. a day, including his war pay of 6d. a day. (The
Army standard is adopted for the sake of uniformity since the

actual amounts of the qualifying allotments vary in the different

forces.) Above this point it is reasonable that the man should

contribute to his family 4/7ths of any addition to his pay,

retaining the remaining 3/7ths for his personal use.

9. Improvements have been made during the present year in

the method of assessing allowances payable to the dependants
of unmarried men, but it is proposed to supplement these by

giving the benefit of the above arrangements in the case of the

solely dependent parent where the serving man was the bread-

winner of the household.

10. All the above changes will have effect as from the first

pay day in November.
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