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Following is the text of a talk to Sweden this evening by

Mr.F.W.Ogilvie, Director General of the B.B.C. in inaugurating an

extension of the B.B.C. service to that country, previously the daily
Broadcast to Sweden was confined to 15 minutes; from today it is extended

to half an hour from 6 to 6.30 p.m. B.S.T.

Mr. Ogilvie said:-

To-day marks the beginning of a new enterprise in our broadcasts to

Sweden. And I am indeed happy to be present in the studio at its opening.

Two years ago, or a little more, and you in Sweden seemed to be very

close to us. You were very close to us. I myself remember a delightful

visit, all too short, which I paid to Sweden before the war. Since then

those 900 kilometres of sea have become, not a highway between us, but a

divider, a barrier. There’s danger in this separation - for us both; the

danger that in time we might come to think of each other as strangers.

That’s why I believe that broadcasting, honest broadcasting, has in

front of it a high task and a rich reward. At present, we’re divided,

physically. We must not become divided spiritually, in the things of the

mind. These Swedish broadcasts of ours are there to build a bridge, a

bridge of living words, between us and you.

Few peoples have contributed more to what is best in European life than

you yourselves. Your ways of life and thought may owe something, perhaps, to

ours. We in Britain to-day are at war, and all the strength of all our

people is steadfast upon reaching our determined goal. To roach it, fighting
is not enough. We must continue throughout the struggle - as part of the

struggle - to exercise to the full the high faculties of man. We must

continue throughout the struggle, and as part of it, to think and work for the

days ahead.

Never perhaps in all our history has the spirit of the British people
been so alert, so forceful as it is to-day. There’s sorrow here, and there’s

laughter. But, through it all, the search for truth presses on. How vast are

our problems, how rich our opportunities! If we go forward with courage and

humility, the right road will open.

We invite you therefore to join with us in our quest. If our Swedish

broadcasts help you to keep in touch with the work and the thought, and the

play - of the people of Britain, we shall be well rewarded.

To know and to understand - there is the aim. And there too - in

knowledge and mutual understanding between the peoples - is the only sure

foundation upon which to build our common future.
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