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Extracts from a broadcast by General Dusan Simovic, Prime Minister

of Yugoslavia, at 9.15 p.m. tonight, in the Rumanian programme.

We are living witnesses and participators of a splendid struggle for our

existence, put up a quarter of a century ago by the little Serbia against a

considerably stronger aggressor from Austrian Germany. Serbia of the time, like

Yugoslavia today, stood in the way of the aggressors and their aspirations for a

"Drang nach Osten." It was necessary to remove our country out of the way by

hook or by crook. The late King Peter and his Son, who was Regent at the time,
refused to accept humiliating conditions in the Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum. At

the price of great struggles and considerable sacrifices, the Serbian people

preserved their dignity, freedom and independence. And after three years of

bloodshed on the Salonika front, they saw the resurection of our beloved Serbia

and Montenegro, the liberation of the Serbs from foreign yoke, and the union with

our nearest kin the Croats and Slovenes.

United in their own state of Yugoslavia, the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes had

the best conditions for freedom, for the preservation of national right and of

cultural development. It must be regretted that a bad policy and the remains of

centuries old prejudices hindered the complete understanding of our people,

provoking fatal misunderstandings. Commonsense, however, prevailed in the end,

and we met the critical days all united with the firm resolution to step out

jointly and defend the country. History will tell with what success each of us

carried out this holy duty or to what extent each of us should be praised or

blamed, individually or as a part of the whole nation.

Today we should hold before our eyes, only one decision, to continue the

struggle together with all our might, guided only by one thought, namely, to

attain our final aim as quickly as possible - victory over the enemy, the

liberation of our people and the resurrection of our country. No enemy intrigues
and those of their agents should shake us in our resolutions.

Yugoslavia had one sole aim: to preserve her independence and her freedom

and to remain in peace and friendship with all her neighbours. Germany’s brutal

attack, however, did not allow this. But Yugoslavia still lives, and is

continuing the struggle with her mighty allies and is looking into the future with

pride and confidence. According to the judgments of all our allies and neutral

observers, the part played by Yugoslavia in this war, in spite of the short

resistance given is great. History will prove this. And even the enemy will

certainly recognise it after the war.

Yugoslavia was the first to reject Hitler’s will, and to upset all his plans

by her resistance. By sacrificing herself, Yugoslavia greatly assisted Russia

in her resistance, because she prevented the fulfilment of a satanic plan, for a

gigantic encirclement of that country from the South in delaying the German attack.

The whole world realises now the important part Yugoslavia played. Due to the

delayed attack, caused by our resistance, Germany is today leading a war in

Russia under the most difficult conditions, and if God wills it, she will live to

see a complete failure of this undertaking.

The men fighting today in our country are not guerillas, but a regular army.
We can no longer therefore give only advice, but do our utmost that these

defenders of our Fatherland and our name, do not remain alone without assistance

in an unequal struggle which it was forced into by the enemy.
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Wherever the occupation authorities, either directly or through their quislings,

attempt to annihilate the people, they cannot help defending themselves, regardless

as to whether the circumstances for a final settlement of accounts with the enemy

are favourable or not. The Government considered it their duty and will

continue to do so, to render all possible assistance to its people.

We raise our voices against the misdeeds committed on our people and demand

from Germany and Italy to stop the murders and atrocities on the Serbs and

Slovenes and the annihilation of the innocent Serbian orthodox clergy. We

demand from Germany and Italy to treat the Yugoslav fighters as soldiers of the

Yugoslav regular army which is continuing the struggle. They are organised under

the command of Yugoslav officers and are fighting in accordance with the

provisions of the law of war. They are therefore entitled to all the privileges

set down in international war agreements.

The enemy has no right to catch and shoot officers and men of the Yugoslav

army, under the pretext that they are rebels or saboteurs. Still less is the

enemy entitled to take hostages from the civil population in occupied territory

and shoot them in reprisal. Until now there were no examples that the civilian

population should bear the responsibility of the regular troops. The enemy must

not hide the truth, that the war in the Balkans has started again and that the

relation between their military forces fall under the provisions of the international

war laws.

We are making the German and Italian occupation authorities responsible, for

all the murders atrocities, cruelties and prosecutions committed on our people,
because they are carried under their auspices and their advice and orders. We

accuse, before the public opinion of the world, the German and Italian people for all

the mediaeval methods applied for the annihilation of Serbian and Slovene people.

And all those, who, either by their service to the enemy, or out of personal
initiative commit atrocities on our people, shall be exemplarily punished. We are

already compiling a black list of criminals in conjunction with our allies. They
should remember that this time culprits will not be able to shake off the

responsibility as after the last war, because this time crime and lawlessness has

surpassed all proportions.

Let the Serbs, Croats and Slovenes always bear in mind that their salvation

lies only in their accord, in Yugoslavia, for whose liberation King Peter is

fighting together with our great and powerful allies, Great Britain, U.S.S.R. and

U.S.A.

We should endure. His Majesty King Peter II, Her Majesty the Queen Mother,
the Royal Government and all our other citizens outside the occupied territory of

our Fatherland are making their utmost endeavours to render assistance to our

Prisoners of War and for the relief of the fate of the whole of our people.

The hour for a final settlement has not yet come; but it is not far off. Our

great and mighty allies are putting in all their efforts for a victory over the Nazi

oligarchy and are ready to render us every assistance. I salute the brave army

of the great brotherly Russia, expressing the admiration of our entire people for

their extraordinary tenure and self sacrifice in the struggle for our common cause.

In his last speech Stalin said that the Germans are at the end of their power.

German fascist aggressors are faced with destruction. Germany will in a few

months, half a year, or perhaps a year, collapse under the weight of her own

crimes. And when the hour for a final settlement comes, we will all dash into the

struggle and jointly break the chains imposed on us by the hated enemy.
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