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NOVEMBER 17

INTERNATIONAL STUDENT DAY

November 17th is to be commemorated in Universities throughout the free world as

International Student Day.

In London a meeting is being held on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16th at 11.0 a.m. in

CAXTON HALL, under the patronage of Dr. Eduard Benes, President of the Czechoslovak

Republic and the Czechoslovak Government in London,

Amongst the speakers will be

GENERAL INGR, Czechoslovak Minister for National Defence.

A young Czech Air-Gunner who took part in the celebrations in Prague in November

1939, was sent by the Nazis to Oriarenburg concentration camp, was let out on the

point of death, recovered, escaped to the Middle East, and is now serving as an air-

manner in a Czechoslovak air squadron.

A PILOT OFFICER now of the Free French Air Force, who fought in the French Army,

was fourtimes taken prisoner and four times escaped; and has asked to speak on this

occasion because he fought alongside Czechoslovak troops in France and has the

deepest admiration for their courage.

A Norwegian expert in Slavonic languages who escaped from

Norway and is now head of the Norwegian broadcasting service in this country.

DECLARATION OF SOLIDARITY

At the end of the meeting a Declaration of solidarity will be proclaimed on behalf

of students throughout the free countries of the world.

The text of this Declaration which will be proclaimed at all the meetings
is as follows:-

We, students of Great Britain, all her Dominions and India, North and South

America, of the U.S.S.R., Belgium, Czechoslovakia, France, Greece, China,
the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Yugoslavia and all free nations, pay

homage to the executed Czechoslovak students who were the first to give

the signal to mass resistance against the Nazi oppressers in Autumn, 1939,
and we declare

NOVEMBER 17th THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF STUDENTS.

We, who today form a united front against all forms of Fascism and all kinds

of oppression, without any distinction of country, race, class and creed and

who fight with weapons in our hands in the air, on the sea and on the land for

the liberty of our peoples, bow to the memory of these heroic young victims

of barbarian violence who died in the vanguard of the battle, and by their

dying lit a flame in the darkness which can never be put out.

We declare that November 17th shall always be for us not only the day on which

free students everywhere shall pay tribute to their dead Czechoslovak fellows

and to those who are still in prison and concentration camps, but it shall

also be the day when we will remember with fervent determination the ideals

for which they suffered and are suffering.

Realising that the triumph of Fascism means among other things the death of

culture everywhere and the destruction of the brotherhood of unfettered

learning, we free students give our solemn promise to do all that is in

our power to crush this brutal Fascist violence and to dedicate ourselves

to preventing its renewal in any shape or form.
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STUDENT MARTYRS OF PRAGUE

It was on November 17, 1939, that the University of Prague was

surrounded at dawn by the Nazis; students were forced from their

rooms down to the quadrangle where nine of the leading student

officials were shot. The reminder were off in lorry loads,
some to concentration camps, some to forced labour in Nazi Germany.

Many of them were tortured to death. Prague - the oldest University
in Europe - has been closed ever since.

The students of Prague were thus the first student martyrs in

the resistance of the oppressed peoples to Nazi domination. The

students in Czechoslovakia have always been in the forefront of the

progressive movements of their country; they were in the vanguard in

the fight against Nazism. The Germans knew this. They knew how

dangerous the influence of an active young intelligentsia among the

oppressed people could be to their tyranny. They hoped, that by

exterminating its university generation they could break the spirit
of the Czech nation. The result was the contrary. The movement of

resistance is daily increasing, and the students are still in its

vanguard.

But it is not only the student martyrs of Prague who are being

commemorated on November 17. The day will commemorate all university

members in the occupied countries who have fallen victims to barbarian

violence, November 17, 1939, was only the beginning of a long story

of persecuted culture all over Europe. The triumph of Nazism can only
mean the destruction of the brotherhood of unfettered learning which is

the birthright of all free peoples.

On November 17 meetings are being held in universities all over

the free world and in units of the Czech forces wherever they may be.

Students of Moscow University will join in the commemoration; and

there will be meetings in 15 towns and cities in Britain, including

Oxford and Cambridge.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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