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A SHARP ATTACK ON ESSEN

Aircraft of Bomber Command visited the Ruhr and Rhineland last

night. Over Essen's iron, steel and armament works there were only

patches of low cumulus cloud and visibility was good in the frequent

gaps.

Searchlights were crowded in and around Essen, as many as 80 to

a single cone, a blaze of light to protect the indispensable war

factories of the town. Although our bombers were caught again and again

in the lights, and then subjected to an intense barrage, the attack was

pressed home.

In a short while many crews saw violent explosions and watched

large fires spring up which lit the sky for many miles on the return

journey.

"Even before we got to Essen," said a Squadron Leader in a

Wellington, "we had to get through a great belt of searchlights, I

think we were the first to arrive because there was nothing going on

ahead of us. Just as we were nearly past where the belt is one

searchlight caught us, but we soon got out of it - too soon for the

rest of the searchlights and the guns to do anything about it. We had

lost height with all our manoeuvring, and we had to climb the rest of

the way to Essen. There the searchlights were too many for me to count;
the whole area was alive with than. It was an amazing sight. The

weather was good with not much cloud, and we bombed without difficulty,

As we came away I thought to myself 'we 'll be alright now until we get
to that belt again,' but just as I was saying this the searchlights and

barrage outside the town came on. The flak was heavy; it was coming

near enough for us to be able to hear it. Then we got to the belt

again. They were after us in earnest this time, but we were in earnest

to get away; when we were caught it was again too late to hold us."

Another bomber had its astrodome shot away by a shell which burst

near. The wireless operator was standing with his head in the dome at

the time. He was unhurt. "I didn't think much about it at the time,"

he said, "but afterwards. I realised how lucky I'd been."

The bomber had been held over Dusseldorf by a group of about 40

searchlights for some 6 minutes, but the pilot eventually escaped from

them. He came into the interrogation room with a lump of shrapnel picked

up inside the aircraft. He intends to keep it because it had just

missed him.


