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BUTLER, PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF

EDUCATION IN A SPEECH TO THE HALSTEAD (ESSEX) A.T.C. AT 3 P.M.

TODAY SAID: -

"The A.T.C. is one of tho most successful experiments in voluntary

youth training on a national scale. It is successful because it is

voluntary, because it has definite aims and offers the opportunity to

present-day youth to harness their energy and enthusiasm to the national

cause with practical results: in short it makes demands upon, and sets a

standard of attainment for, those who one about to step out into manhood."

Mr. Butler said that the Secondary Schools were co-operating wholeheartedly
with the A.T.C. and he welcomed the generous support given to it by national

voluntary organisations and other voluntary societies.

It must be remembered that the Youth Service, in common with English

education, had variety as one of its outstanding features. There were coats

of many colours in the national wardrobe; side by side with the sly blue of

tho A.T.C. uniform there stood the brown of the Boy Scouts and tho dark blue

of tho Church Lads' Brigade, and other bodies or voluntary organisations of

all kinds had always and would always play a conspicuous part among this

institutions.

“This was a formative time in education. Every new experiment gave a. fresh

example to follow and stimulated fresh ideas and developments. The training of

young people after leaving school was going to be a feature of progress in

education in this generation, just as in the latter half of the last century

Primary Schools were introduced, at the beginning of this century Secondary
Schools had their birth, and now Technical and Vocational training and training
for life must be developed.”

In any plans he was working out for the future, Mr. Butler said that he

realised the importance of retaining some broader element of training while giving
due place to vocational needs.

"Between the school-leaver and the adult is a great gulf fixed which I believe

it is the mission of the education services to span. We cannot divide the waters

of the sea but we can build craft which will help the young to ferry themselves

over those intervening years. Given an opportunity of training themselves and

not of being the passive recipients of what other people think is good for them,
the youth of our nation will nature in wisdom and strength to play their final

part as adult members of a free and peace-loving community.”
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