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SPEECH BY LORD SIMON

Following is the text of a speech by The Lord Chancellor at

luncheon today on the occasion of establishments of Norwegian Maritime

Courts in the United Kingdom.

In reply to a toast proposed by the Norwegian Minister of Justice,
Mr. Terje Wold, who thanked the British Parliament and government for having
authorised the setting up of these Courts, Lord Simon said:-

"We do not regard, the arrangement that has been made, to authorise the

setting up of Norwegian Maritime Courts in Britain as a favour conferred upon

exiles who have been driven to take temporary refuge in our island, but as a

piece of co-operation between two sea-loving and sea-using peoples who both

alike have the tradition of the sea in their blood, and both alike will fight

unflinchingly for the preservation and restoration of freedom, whatever be the

forces of tyranny arrayed against them. It was not of mountainous and sea-girt

Norway that our poet Wordsworth wrote, though indeed it wellmight have been

when he said:

Two Voices are there; one of the sea,
One of the mountains; each a mighty Voice,
In both from age to age thou didst rejoice,

They were thy chosen music, Liberty!'

It is indeed a most remarkable event, unparalleled in our long history,
that we should encourage and rejoice over the setting up within our borders of

a foreign court, staffed with foreign judges, to apply foreign law to their own

seafaring people. But in these days a narrow and exclusive patriotism is not

enough. There is a wider citizenship, common to all populations who are

prepared to join in the struggle - the heroic Greeks, the brave Dutch, the

Yugoslavs, the magnificent Russians, and you Norse people - a comradeship which

exists between all men and women who love liberty and are determined to give their

all to maintain it.

It may be of some interest to remind you that, while hitherto civil justice
in this country has been administered only by British judges in British courts,
that is not to say that we are wholly unacquainted with the law of Norway in the

United Kingdom.
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A British court is not always engaged in administering our own native

law - indeed at the Judicial sittings of the Privy Council, over which I

preside, we are from time to time considering and applying Roman-Dutch law

as it concerns appeals from parts of South Africa and Ceylon, the ancient

law of Rhodes as it applies to Malta, former French law as it affects

Quebec, and even the customary law still prevailing in certain areas of

Western Africa. More than this, the Court of Session- in Edinburgh, when

it deals with a dispute with regard to certain lands in Orkney and Shetland,

would still determine the matter according to Udal, and not feudal, land

law, for this part of the soil of the United Kingdom is still hold on the

principles of Norwegian tenure. That strange consequence is the outcome

of a romantic alliance between the Royal Houses of Norway and of Scotland

long ago.

These are merely antiquarian matters, but the thing that concerns us

today is a practical arrangement by which we gladly give the use of our

soil, and the support of our authority, to strengthen the Allied Cause.

We are giving this unique authority, not to strangers of alien race, but

to the descendants of the Norsemen, the Sea Rovers about whom the Sagas

were written, whose early visits here are recalled in the place-names of

many of our towns, who themselves contributed no unimportant stream to the

mixture which makes up the British race, andwhose skill and enterprise

on the oceans of the world is known to all who go down to the sea in

ships. There could then be nothing more natural in those hard times than

that the Maritime Courts of Norway should be set up here and, in the name

of the British Government, I salute your judges and your tribunals and

rejoice that by these means the seamanship and courage of Norwegian sailors

should be made yet more available to prove once again the influence of

sea power to help to bring deliverance to the world. "

LORD CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE


	txu-oclc-35776857-1941-11-07-022-023������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
	Chapter�넁/㲲܄˭㊱�눃Ȃ±̀⼼눅Ђ눇ﰼ눁Ȃ㌑ℑ┡ᄡ䐂騂⋽�嗺ꭄ


