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The drama of the war so much perturbs the soul of the peoples, it is so fed

by passions, illusions and exaggerations, that there is always a certain amount

of difficulty in rising above the tumult in order toconsider cold and clear

realities on which, in the last resort, everything depends. However, since you

have been kind enough to give me this opportunity of speaking to you, I should

like to try to put before you as objectively as possible a few ideas and a few

common-sense facts which seem to me essential to the problem of victory.

Two years, two months and a week have now elapsed since the beginning of the

war. It cannot be denied that during this time the enemy has taken the lead.

The initiative he seized on September 1, 1939, he still keeps to-day. Not, of

course, that his adversaries have undertaken nothing themselves, but it is a fact

that the contest has always been dominated by the German offensives. None the

less, it is also a fact that the rhythm of these colossal attacks has now slowed

down.

In the course of the first ten months, we saw the assailant overcome all

organised resistance in Poland, Norway, Holland, Belgium and France by means of

what he himself rightly called lightning attacks. At a single stroke, the

rupture and confusion of the opposing defence system mere accomplished. Then

in virtue of a kind of automatic acceleration, results were gradually precipitated,

becoming more and more widespread and rapid, until the collapse of the vanquished,
which was only a matter of a few days.

But, during the sixteen months which followed, we saw this terrible system of

surprise, rupture and exploitation losing its fabulous efficacity. It had to be

recorded that, powerless to hurl its full force against Great Britain, it could

not succeed breaking down the military strength of Russia in spite of important

successes. For, after all, the abortive preparations for invading Great Britain,
the prolonged standstill around Leningrad, the difficult and slow battle of Moscow,
and the progress step by step towards the mouth of the Don bear no relation to the

smashing penetrations of September, 1939, in Poland and of May, 1940, in Belgium

and France.

Indeed, the enemy now finds himself faced with Great Britain, Russia, Asia

and Africa, confronted with adversaries who are sufficiently strong and geographical
conditions which are sufficiently difficult to make it impossible for his method of

warfare to obtain decisive results in any part of the world. It might undoubtedly
be thought that this newly-born equilibrium would be liable to be disturbed again
in favour of the enemy if he were in a position to increase his means appreciably
and quickly.

For instance, if Germany were able to bring to bear in the near future an air

force, armoured divisions and a fleet twice or three times the size of those she

now has at her disposal, it would then be possible to imagine that she might snatch

the only kind of victory which is worth anything - that is to say, the final victory.
But we do not in any way foresee the probability of such an increase. Several

months have already passed since the German war industry attained its maximum output,

since the Reich mobilised all possible man-power and drew upon its armaments

factories for everything they could provide on land, on sea and in the air, And,

on the other hand, there is no reason to believe that this people, which is bound

to be worn out as a result of its effort, will suddenly find within itself that

paroxysm of enthusiasm which might perhaps enable it to surpass itself.
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It is truethat it has procured fresh resources through recent conquests.

If, in order to estimate thissupplement of raw material, production and labour,

we werecontent to add up the figures given by pre-war statistics concerning the

potentialities of the Netherlands, Belgium, Northern and Eastern France, the

district around Paris, the Ukraine and the Donetz, we would in fact obtain a

rather impressive total. But the state in which the enemy found a great many

mines and factories, the various difficulties and prolonged delays necessitated

by the adaptation of industries to arbitrarily imposed conditions and, in short,

the indifferent output of recalcitrant labour lead us to believe that the victor

could not derive more than a mere contribution from his conquests without a long

and peaceful period of organisation.

It therefore seems to be in keeping with the logic of events that Germany

should soon seek to obtain the respite she needs. Then we would soon see her,

in one form or another, declaring peace. A tumult, by turns confused and

crashing, would break loose in the world. Every imaginable instrument of

propaganda would play its part in this thundering orchestra. The Teutonic

appeal would try to move every human sentiment, from the highest to the lowest.

One by one, each adversary would somethimes be flattered beyond all measure and

sometimes be outrageously insulted. Ambition and fear, religion and free-

thought, capital and labour, order and revolution, North and South, East and West

would, one after another, be threatenedor reassured. The world would ring with

the deafening alternation of Hitler 's imprecations and his oaths of eternal

friendship.

However likely such solicitations may appear on the part of Germany, it is

quite certain inadvance that they would never be accepted. The Defenders of

liberty have understood once and for all that their own salvation depends on

never again being a party to the game of their mortal enemy. The men entrusted

with the direction of the Democracies' effort in this decisive conflict have

categorically declared the aim and determination of all those who are fighting

for the freedom of the world.

They were all inexorably of the same mind. Mr. Winston Churchill said:

"Wehave proclaimed our determination notto make peace until the ravaged and

enslaved countries have been liberated or the Nazi domination finally broken.”

M. Stalin cried: "It is a question of liberty or slavery, of life or death.”

President Roosevelt declared: ”The danger is here in our midst. It comes from

an enemy devoid of all law, morality, liberty and religion.”

There is no chance that the enemy would be granted the respite which would

enable him to establish his strength on a wider basis in order to return to the

attack as soon as the war-spring of the honest nations had, once again, slackened.

The problem which must be solved at all costs is not at all that of
peace, but

that of war. And here events, while shelving little by little that the aggressor

is, all things considered, powerless to triumph unless he obtains a truce, are

gradually going to afford the Allies the opportunities and conditions for

victorious action.

First of all, we note that the difficult experiences they have had to

undergo have enabled them to see clearly by what means, successes are obtained.

Just as, towards the end of 1915, we had learned that attacks, to be successful,

required a combination of immesne heavy artillery and infantry well equipped with

machine-guns, so, towards the end of 1941, we know that mechanised force on land,

on sea and in the air is henceforward the instrument sine qu non of victory.

If, during the last war, the first condition of all was the manufacture of

enormous quantities of munitions, in the present war everything boils down, in

the last resort, to the production of tanks, planes and ships. From the

moment the Allies succeeded in bringing up more guns firing more shells - and

heavier shells - than the enemy could, victory was virtually assured. From the

moment the free peoples have at their disposal a sufficient superiority by

way of tanks and aircraft, as they already have in ships, there will be no doubt

as to their victory. In this war, the secret of victory is henceforward public

property and can be defined by the simplest child in the street as well as by the

statesman or array leader.
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Most certainly, a gigantic effort is necessary in order to have at last

enough tanks and planes, as well as a sufficient number of those articles,
installations and accessories which enable proper use to be made of all these

tanks and planes. If we estimate the extent, of the battle zones on land, on

sea and in the air where fighting is now going on, as well as those where some

day men will have to go into action in Europe, Africa and Asia, if we gauge the

bulk of the means of which our enemies already dispose or may dispose, and,,
lastly, if we take into account their central position which is much more

favourable for a rapid concentration of efforts than that of the free peoples,
who are separated by immense distances, we are led to believe that we need such

quantities of material as would once have been considered astronomical, but

which are only commonplace then compared with the space, the issue at stake and

the possibilities. Yes, it is perhaps the action of a hundred thousand tanks

combined with that of a hundred thousand planes and supplied by fifty million tons

of shipping which will cause the enemy 's mechanised system to crumble and, with

it, the whole edifice of German tyranny.

It is quite obvious that such an effort for production is within the realms

of possibility for a group of nations which still possess the vast majority of the

world's resources. Let us take as a basis the production figures for the princi-

pal war materials in the year 1938, even supposing that the free peoples are not

able to increase them and that the Germans are in a position to obtain from the

conquered territories exactly what they furnished in peacetime. There is no

doubt that, as far as iron and aluminium are concerned, the balance is practically

equal. But America, the British Empire and that part of Russia which has escaped

invasion produced a thousand million tons of coal in 1938, as against four hundred

million by the Axis Powers and the countries subjected to them. The figures for

oil are 266 million tons as against 8 million. For nickel, 110 thousand tons,
against 3 thousand. For tin, 2 million tons, against 20 thousand. For copper,

2 million tons, against 190 thousand. For rubber, 1 million tons, against nothing.

For cotton, 6 million tons, against nothing. The capacity of the plants in

countries which are still free is at least 100 per cent. greater. The number of

skilled workmen is more than twice as great. As for unskilled labour, our

resources are practically inexhaustible. In short, if by some extraordinary chance

the free peoples refrained from crushing Hitler, they would be like a giant who

prefers to submit to a dwarf rather than stand erect.

Hitler may indeedhave thought he could achieve his ends by constantly playing
on the casualness of his adversaries. I do not think he can still cherish many

illusions to-day. It rests with you, Gentlemen, whose task and honour it is to

enlighten public opinion and thus awaken the conscience of the world, to help to

dispel the enemy's last hopes. We are at the precise moment when the tide of

victory is on the point of turning. But victory is dearly bought and in currency

which all can provide. The price of victory is a greater effort.The only

currency which counts in winning this war of machines is overwhelming mechanised

force.
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