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Dr. President of the Foreign Press Association, speaking at a luncheon

today given by the Association in honour of General deGaulle, said:-

I propose to introduce General de Gaulle as today’s speaker by giving you his

biography as briefly as possible. Some years ago I heard Mr. Duff-Cooper giving

a biography of Earl Haig and to my amazement he started off by reminding his

audience of the difference between biography and geography. Biography, he said,
is about chaps and geography about maps. The audience roared and was at once put

into an easy frame of mind. He knew, of course, that as he got the audience roaring,

biography need not, of necessity, be boring.

Charles de Gaulle is a native of Northern France. He was born at Lille on the

22nd November 1890. His father was a Professor of Literature and Philosophy.
Charles de Gaulle in 1910 passed into the famous French Military Academy of St. Cyr,

where, after a time, he was given a commission in an Infantry Regiment, which was

commanded by the then Colonel, now Marshall, Petain.

De Gaulle went through the last war as a lieutenant and company commander. He

was thrice wounded, on the last occasion at Douaumont, near Verdun, by shell splinters.

After having been taken prisoner by a German patrol, he was transferred to the

hospital of a prisoners-of-war- camp. He attempted not less than five times to

escape, but was re-captured every time and subjected to severe punishments. The

Armistice came and de Gaulle was released. He at once resumed his military career

and played, as James Marlow says in his book about de Gaulle, an important part as

captain and later as major during the anti-Bolshevik campaign in Poland of 1920/21,
when he served under General Weygand.

Some time later de Gaulle was appointed A.D.C. to Petain during the latter's

activities as C.-in-C. of the French Armies until 1927.

In 1927 de Gaulle returned from the staff to regimental duties. He commanded

a batallion of "Chasseurs a pied", comparable to Light Infantry, and was sent to the

Rhineland. Yet two years later he returned to staff duties and travelled through

Iraq, Persia and Egypt, on behalf of his government. From 1932 to 36 he was

General Secretary of the Committee of National Defence. In 1937 he was given

command of a tank regiment and in 1939 of a tank brigade, with the rank of a colonel.

It was on May 15th, that he received his stars as a "General de Brigade", and

took command of an armoured division which was to go into action more than once

during the battle of France.

On June 6, the then French Prime Minister Paul Reynaud appointed de Gaulle

Under-Secretary of State for war. De Gaulle accepted with the following,

characteristic words: "I accept if that is your will. But on one condition, and

one condition alone: that we wage war to the end.”

De Gaulle then came to London to see the Prime Minister, Mr. Winston Churchill.

The latter, it will be recalled, a few days later flew to Tours, trying to persuade

Reynaud to continue the struggle from Africa. De Gaulle was present at that

conference and, according to Marlow, fought with every ounce of patriotic spirit to

get Reynaud to visualise the consequences of his demand that the treaty of alliance

with Great Britain should be cancelled.

What followed then is well known. De Gaulle arrived in London on Monday, June

17, 1940. He was warmly received by Mr. Churchill and soon the British Government

recognis ed him as the responsible leader of all those Frenchmen in all parts of the

world who decided to carry on the fight on the side of Great Britain.

Many of you may have heard de Gaulle on the wireless when he addressed himself

to Marshal Petain. Some of you may have heard him when, not so long ago, he

contacted the press and gave a luncheon in this very room. It is said of him that

/his



his speech is deliberate and resonant, that, he never betrays any emotion, except
when speaking of France. The well known commentator Peterborough in the Daily

Telegraph, once said of one of de Gaulle’s radio talks that a few more of them will

spread dismay in the Axis powers.

Onemore thing must be said about General de Gaulle before I call on himto

address us. Throughout his military career he it was who foresaw what tremendous

part tanks and planes would play in a modern war. One of his slogans is, as

expressed by himself:

Tanks and guns, more guns and tanks,

Thousands of aeroplanes, tens of thousands of aeroplanes!

This is what de Gaulle believes in.

Now, after this short biographical introduction, I am fairly certain, that I

shall afterwards be asked where I got all this information from.

My reply is this: believe it or not, from a publication which I was given by

the Ministry of Information.

In welcoming General de Gaulle on behalf of the Foreign Press Association, I

would also welcome his collaborators of whom we have a very representative

gathering in our midst.

I further welcome, not less cordially, our faithful friends Mr. Ridsdale of

the Foreign Office News Department, and Mr. J.H. Brebner, Head of the News

Division of the M.o.I., as well as the many guests our members have brought here.

Mon General, Messieurs,

au non du comite et des membres de l’Association de la presse etrangere
de Londres ai l'honneur dvous souhaiter la bienvenue.

C’est un grand plaisir pour nous de vous voir au milieu de nous aujourd’
hui. Nous esperons que cette reunion marquera le commencement d’une periode
decollaboration encore plus etroite entre vous et nous.

Je leve mon verre a la sante du General de Gaulle et de nos hotes et je vous

invite tous a en faire de meme.

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION.
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