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AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY

The following details are now available in respect of awards for gallantry

gazetted on 4th November, 1941:-

BAR TO THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER

Brigadier George Alan Vasey, C.B.E., D.S.0.,
Australian Military Forces.

The Brigade commanded by this officer, after being continuously engaged in

the campaign in Greece from Veve to Thermopylae, arrived in Crete on April 26;

there Brigadier Vasey took command of all the Australian troops in Crete and

although he had few facilities and only a skeleton staff organised the men under

his command and had them fed, clothed, equipped and placed in tactical positions

for the defence of the island within a very short time.

From May 20 until the evacuation on May 29 he personally supervised the

fighting of the Australians at Georgiopolis and Canea; in the face of daily

bombing and machine gunning from the air he skilfully manoeuvred his troops to

meet the changing situation and, in co-operation with the New Zealand forces on

the island, was instrumental in holding together a cohesive force and by driving

back the Germans ensured an orderly evacuation.

THE DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL

No. 2976964 Corporal (acting Serjeant) Alexander Bloomfield,

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders (Princess Louise’s).

(Home: Greenock, Renfrew. Born: Greenock).

On 23rd May, during the battle for Crete, this N.C.O. ' s platoon was given the

task of clearing a wood held by the enemy; during the operation, which was

successfully completed, the platoon commander was wounded sand Serjeant Bloomfield

took charge. When he led it forward to exploit its success the platoon came under

heavy machine gun and mortar fire and suffered more casualties; after

successfully extricating his men Serjeant Bloomfield returned to the scene of the

action in an attempt to retrieve the dead and wounded. He saw one wounded man

trying to move and, in full view of the enemy and under intense machine gun fire,

he went forward alone and carried the wounded man back to safety.

On the following day the platoon were again in action and Serjeant Bloomfield

again went forward alone and, under intense machine gun fire, carried a wounded

man to safety.

On May 26 his example and leadership inspired his platoon to repel a

heavy attack by the enemy.

No . WX 981 Corporal Ronald Pierce Bradfield,

Australian Military Forces.

This young N.C.O. was ill in hospital with dysentery at Malleme when it

was captured by German parachutists on May 19. With other prisoners,
made to walk in front of the Germans; the party was fired on by Greeks and in

the confusion Corporal Bradfield escaped, secured a rifle, joined the first

Australian unit he saw and fought with them for four days, clad only in pyjamas.

Just after the evacuation had been completed Corporal Bradfield escaped with

other soldiers in a boat from Sphakia; it took them ten days to reach Sidi

Barrani and during the last six days they had nothing to eat. "When they arrived

more than half of them had to be carried ashore and taken to hospital but

Corporal Bradfield, looking cheerful and well, returned immediately to his

battalion.
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No. 7921 Lance-Sergeant Victor David Kirk,

New Zealand Military Forces.

Throughout the operations in Crete this N.C.O. showed exceptional gallantry

coolness and skill. He was in the leading platoon during the attack on Malleme

on May 22nd and with his section fought his way forward in continuous fighting

for over two miles, displaying the utmost resolution and repeatedly rushing and

destroying machine gun posts. He then accompanied an officer on a very

dangerous journey through 600 yards of enemy occupied ground, shooting a German

on the way and bringing safely back 100 men who would otherwise have been cut

off. When his company was outflanked at Galatos on May 25th he organised a

party and led a counter-attack, which was completely successful, 44 Germans
being killed; of these Lance-Sergeant Kirk accounted for 11.

His party becoming separated from the rest of the company he led it in an

attack on Galatos which was being carried out by another New Zealand battalion;

he disposed of a largo number of the enemy and remained on the outskirts of the

village until 5.30 tho next morning when, finding that all other troops had

withdrawn, he skilfully led his party out and rejoined his unit.

THE MILITARY MEDAL

No. 4855786 Lance-Corporal Sidney Markham,

The Leicestershire Regiment.

(Home; Barnetby, Lincolnshire, Born: Scunthorpe

Lincolnshire)

Lance-Corporal Markham was a section commander during the fighting at Heraklion

on 20th May, when his company was in action against German parachutists; he led

his section with great dash on this occasion and again on 25th May when his

platoon came under heavy fire and was ordered to make for some trenches.

This meant crossing some 20 yards of ground, in full view of the enemy' s machine

gunners but he led his section without hesitation and the whole platoon followed

his example, thereby avoiding heavy casualties. When his platoon commander was

killed he was left in charge of the platoon and showed great skill in extricating

his men from a difficult situation without casualties. His complete disregard of

his own safety was an inspiration first to his section and later to the platoon;

throughout the day's fighting he displayed great skill in handling the men under

his command.

No. VX 9421 Private William Leonard Dickson,
Australian Military Forces

On 27th May this soldier's company was in a defensive position west of Suda

Bay. The enemy was endeavouring to turn the right flank whore his section was

placed and the section commander, who was well forward with a Bren gun, was

mortally wounded by machine gun fire. Private Dickson immediately ran out under

fire and carried his section commander back out of range; he then returned, still

under fire, and with the Bren put the enemy machine gun out of action. He

returned to the section commander and bandaged his wounds and then went back again
to the gun and maintained his fire until the withdrawal took place. He played

a large part in holding the enemy back and showed complete indifference to his

own safety.

No. 33100 Driver James Gordon Macdonald,
New Zealand Military Forces.

On 20th April the railway siding at Levadia, in Greece, was heavily bombed and

machine gunned for nearly an hour and several hits were made on a train loaded with

petrol ammunition, anti-tank mines and rations, the petrol and ammunition being set

on fire. In a few minutes trucks of ammunition were exploding and the petrol
fires were so intense that it scorned that the whole train would have to be abandoned;
at the same time petrol and ammunition were stacked by the track within 20 feet of

the burning train and it was considered too dangerous for salvage to be attempted.
Driver Macdonald and another soldier, without waiting for orders and although they
had no knowledge of locomotives, immediately mounted the cab of the only railway
engine in the siding, which stood a few hundred yards down tho track; they
succeeded in getting the engine back to the trucks and by their own efforts saved

28 trucks loaded with petrol, oil and ammunition. Everything that was saved at

the station was salvaged by the initiative and courage shown by those two men, who

were the first to take action.
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