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pictures manage to capture the pealing of the wonderful bell
that is heard at mass festivals; Tzipi Zohar uses Indian
esthetics as a platform for linking India and the Middle East.
Zohar paints colorful Indian motifs on wooden boards used
for playing backgammon. Her works bear a complex feminist
message addressing the tension between the masculine
game and the feminine presence that serves as its
background. Chanchal Banga, an Indian artist who lives in
Israel, presents western images, Indian motifs and western
esthetics. Banga has had a number of exhibitions in Israel
that have presented a different form of visual art than the
one that is generally shown at Israeli galleries. (&)

NOTES

1.This article may have a retrospective nature summarizing 25 years of
intensive Israeli presence in the Indian subcontinent: according to the article
“Shanti, the Next Generation,” which was published in the popular newspaper,
Yediot Ahronot on March 29, 2007, Israeli young people are no longer
traveling to India as their destination of choice. The article deals with the
attempt to introduce changes in the Boombamela Festival, a festival that
has been closely identified with those who have visited India. According to
the interviewees, in recent years there has been a sharp drop in the number
of merrymakers who visit the festival, due to the character of the new
generation of young people, who now seeks money and achievements and
rejects the “spiritual” experience and other moratorial experiences that involve
experimentation, trial and error, and searching for a way.

2. Between 50,000 and 60,000 Israeli backpackers visit India each year.
3. Darya Maoz, 2005. “Lifecycle Aspects of the Israelis’ Journey to India”
Essay submitted as a requirement for a Ph.D., Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

4. |dit Heichal, 2000. “Israeli Localism roaming in the East, the ‘Trip to the
East' Experience, its Effects on the Travellers’ Perception of Life” Essay
submitted as a requirement for a master’s degree, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem.

5. Nachi Alon, 1990. “Living and Travelling” ‘Politics’ (34): 35-38.

6. Pankaj Mishara, 2001. The Romantics. Hebrew translation. Translated
from the English by Tzila Elazar, Zmora Beitan, page 208.

7. A new form of tourism is apparently taking shape, even as we speak, a
form that combines volunteerism and a traditional trip. The volunteer system
includes saving sea turtles in Greece, rehabilitating wild animals in Bolivia,
teaching English in India and Nepal etc. For further details see: Darya Maoz,
2007. “Volunteers to the Ends of the Earth” ‘Another Life’ (127): 35-48.

8. Yehoshua, AB, 1994. Return to India: a Novel in Four Parts, Hakibbutz
Hameuchad Publishing House, Tel Aviv.

9. Zigmonet Bauman, 2002. Globalization: the Human Aspect. Translated
from the English by Gershon Hazanov. Hakibbutz Hameuchad Publishing
House, Tel Aviv.

10. Ravit Shriki and Shlomo Abramovich, 2003. In India Nobody Asks Why,
Texts; Gili Haskin, 2006. A Prisoner of her Charm, Proza, Tel Aviv.

11 .There is a profound difference between the charge sheet filed against
Shriki and the one filed against Haskin. In this article we would merely like
to note the basic phenomenon, and not to deal with the details of any one
specific case.

12. Itis important to note that alongside the reduction of the Indian experience
to the point of cheap exoticism, Israeli culture is also creating a fruitful
dialectical relationship with Indian culture. Many perceive India as a source
of inspiration. In many cases traditional Indian dance, music, poetry and
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prose have served as a genuine bridge for getting to know the Other. This
interest is also manifested in academic circles devoted to India studies at
Israeli universities. However, it is important to note that many of these
representations are again devoid of a clear political dimension addressing
the postcolonial debate and its clear implications on Israel.

13. Amit parallels the lack of sensitivity revealed in Israeli literature with the
trip books that were written by western authors, such as City of Djinns by
British author William Dalrymple (2004, translated from the English by
Sharona Guri, Hakibbutz Hameuchad Publishing House, Tel Aviv). Amit
claims that Dalrymple succeeds in tracing the Indian experience with a degree
of sensitivity and reflexivity that are not characteristic of the Israeli corpus.
14. Elhanan Nir (Ed.) 2006. From India to Here: Israeli Thinkers write about
India and their Jewishness. Reuven Mass Publishing House, Jerusalem.
15. Nachum Langental and Nissim Amon, 2005. When Moshe Met Buddha.
Yediot Ahronot, Tel Aviv.

16. It is evident that the JuBu — Jewish Buddhist — option that exists in the
American space poses a threat to Israeli Orthodoxy.

17. Researcher Yohanan Grinshpon, in his book Silence and Liberty in Classic
Yoga (2002, the Ministry of Defense Publishing House, Tel Aviv), prsents
the Jewish reader with the spiritual option that yoga has to offer — the Sutras
of Patanjali. This option could also be known as a leveraging option for the
Indian discourse. Other books that attempt to contrast the Indian otherness
with the Israeli reader include the books by Shlomo Biderman — Philosophical
Journeys: India and the West (2003, Miskal Publishing House, Tel Aviv),
and those of Ofira Gamliel, Shiva in the Pine Forest (1999, Keter Publishing
House, Tel Aviv) and Yogi, Kings and Divine Women (2001, Keter Publishing
House, Tel Aviv), which present stories from Indian mythology.

18. Osho’s students in Israel were among the founders of the Green Leaf
political party, which attempted to promote the use of soft drugs. Due to its
unconventional nature, this party stood out in the world of Israeli party politics,
whose main concerns are the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians
and the various burning social issues in Israel.

19. It should be noted that M. K. Ghandi’s autobiography, An Autobiography
or the Story of an Experiment with the Truth (1957, translated from the English
by Yanetz Levy, Asia Publishing House) was recently retranslated.

20. On the attempt to link spiritual experiences with western psychology,
see Daniel Golman’s book, Destructive Emotions, how we can overcome
them (2005, translated from the English by Baruch Gefen, Modan Publishing
House, Ben Shemen).

21. In a groundbreaking article, researcher Sarah Hinski (“Eyes Half Shut,
about the Syndrome of Acquired Albinoism in Israeli Art” 2004. In Colonialism
and the Postcolonial Situation, edited by Yehuda Shenhav, The Van Leer
Institute, Jerusalem, pages 257-285). Israeli plastic art’s pursuit of dominant
esthetic models originating in the west. Hinski claims that “the bleaching
powder” is the dominant practice that guides local patterns of creativity, at a
time when other esthetic traditions that were imported to Israel from the
Hindi and Moslem world were rejected to the despised fringes of the local
cultural scene.

22. The studies conducted by Roni Parchak (Tel Aviv University) are a lone
voice linking the postcolonial insights stemming from the Indian debate and
Israeli reality. Also of note is the book by David Shulman, Israel’'s most senior
researcher on the subject of India, Bitter Hope (2007, Carmel Publishing
House, Jerusalem), a diary documenting his experiences in the activist
political organization Tayush, which works for the welfare of Palestinians in
the West Bank.

Translated from the Hebrew: Sue Goldian




the other reflects the character of the Americans in India.
The yearning for the west reduces the Indian heritage to the
point of exoticism, while the cultural assets of the west are
experienced solely as a superficial phenomenon.

The literature written by Indians in the west raises key
questions pertaining to issues of creativity, ethnicity and
identity. One topic for discussion raised by the Indian authors
who write in the west is that of the Other’s options for
speaking within the hegemonious space. The issue on the
agenda is the very possibility of the Other making his voice
heard through the dense thicket of stereotypical images in
which the character of the Other has been saturated. Along
with the reflexive position offered by Anglo-Indian literature,
leading Indian theoreticians have developed the postcolonial
dialogue. Homi Bhabha and Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak are
the most prominent names in this field. While Homi Bhabha
evaluated the phenomena of refraction and imitation that
are characteristic of the postcolonial situation, Spivak asked
a question that is both pointed and rhetorical: “Can the
Subaltern Speak?” These researchers posed a tremendous
challenge for the discourse that is waging in the west. It
should be noted that in Israel as well this trend is enjoying a
theoretical repercussion that is arousing interest, but it
remains delimited and isolated within the academic ivory
tower. While the Indian academic discourse and literature
attempt to bring the dichotomous east-west tension to the
surface, Israeli literature chooses to ignore the non-
judgmental yearning for the Eurocentric center of gravity.?!
Israel does not adopt the postcolonial perspective that is
offered to it by leading Indian authors and theoreticians, in
order to use it to analyze its location within the Middle Eastern
space. It is the esthetics, the food, the apolitical academic
projects?? and the hybrid backpacker culture performances

Barry Friedlander, 2000, Dreamers

that represent India in the Israeli cultural discourse. These
representations establish Israel’s status as an “advanced”
cultural space and as an integral part of the western
discourse.

This issue includes works of art that were created in
connection with the Indian experience and its refractions in
the tissue of Israeli life. Shochatim, a work by Tal Shochat,
appears on the cover. Shochat uses Bollywood esthetics as
the colorful scenery that captures a romantic moment in the
lives of her parents. The combination of the saccharine
eastern romanticism and the violent caption — Shochatim
[slaughterers] creates dissonant tension referring to the
presence of eastern culture in the Israeli cultural scene and
to the imminent tension inherent in couplehood. Efrat Daniel
presents a series of photographs of mothers and their
children. The attire worn by the subjects highlights the
dichotomous east-west polarization: the young children are
dressed in contemporary western attire, while their mothers
are garbed in traditional saris. The contrasting dress code
reveals the intergenerational tension that is embodied, in a
nutshell, in the experience of cultural migration and
emigration. Assaf Evron documented the internal space of
Moshav Nevatim, which was settled by emigrants from
Cochin. Evron focused his camera lens on the abandoned
greenhouses of the agricultural moshayv, and on the oriental-
style entry gate that welcomes visitors. The works reveal a
space devoid of people, serving as a metaphor for the dire
situation at Nevatim, which has been abandoned and
forgotten by the thriving and satiated center of the country.
Remnants of the agricultural activity and representations of
Indian culture have become a living monument symbolizing
the vision and what it means. Barry Friedlander’s large
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focus of the book, When Moshe Met Buddha,"” which was
coauthored by religious Zionist Nachum Langental and Israeli
Buddhist priest Nissim Amon. Despite the interest aroused
by both books, both appear to reduce the threat inherent in
the encounter with Indian spiritualism, by means of perceiving
the interreligious contact as a bridge for deepening the
commitment to Judaism. Literature of this type does not
attempt to expand the religious horizon of Judaism to additional
spiritual sites, or to formulate a new theological-moral project'®
that intertwines various spiritual dialogues.”

Another type of spiritual dialogue generally perceives India
as a mine of escapist spiritualism. Hebrew translations of
Osho’s books are one example of this widespread trend. These
books are generally translated verbatim, remaining blind to
the Israeli experience in which they attempt to become
assimilated. Spiritual apparently offers an escape hatch from
the stressful Israeli reality. This displacement eliminates any
political dimension from the spiritual practice, and thus the
spiritual praxis becomes purely an individual activity that
cannot contain an explicit political dialogue like the one that
Mahatma Gandhi’s' doctrine provides. Another type of
spiritual literature that reduces the spiritual experience into a
functional repertoire of practices that are conducted under
psychological® codes or inexpensive self-help books of the
Change your Life in Ten Steps genre. Some of these books
attempt to use the terminology offered by western psychology
in order to bridge the epistemological abyss, and sometimes
the ethnological abyss as well, which yawns between the
description of “Jewish” reality and the spiritual dialogue
imported from India.

The “spiritual literature” shelves are not the only ones that
have recently been enriched with translations into Hebrew. In
recent years the belles lettres shelves have also become a
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cornucopia overflowing with literature written by Indians.
The “Indian wave” is a global phenomenon. The accepted
point of reference in the historiography of the “Indian wave”
is the awarding of the Booker Prize to young Salman
Rushdie for his monumental book, Midnight’s Children. In
an article that appears in this issue, Yael Meorer analyzes
the complex relationship between the English used in
Rushdie’s works and the rich Indian heritage that is present
in his writing. The clash between the English language,
with its attendant colonial cultural charge, and the Indian
culture, which bears the burden of forced colonialism, place
the Anglo-Indian writer in a complex and charged creative
space. This tension is clearly expressed in the literature
that was created by Rushdie’s many successors as well.
In many works the postcolonial perspective has become
the central outline on which the plot is refracted. Apparently
the Indian writers must formulate their identity vis-a-vis the
cultural challenge presented by the west. This reality is not
characteristic of Indian writers exclusively. Many cultures
that are positioned on the fringes of the Eurocentric space
cast yearning eyes at the imagined western center. Other
Indian writers, the second generation of Indians who
immigrated to the west, view the Indian experience from
the western center of gravity. Jhumpa Lahiri is a salient
example of this trend (Alon and Markovich in this issue).
Lahiri writes about an India that she has never experienced,
except through the mediation of her parents. Lahiri’s India
is the object of yearning, but also a distant and foreign
space. In the complex tissue woven by Lahiri, the United
States and India are refracted in one another. Her novel,
The Namesake and her collection of short stories,
Interpreter of Maladies function like two inverted mirrors:
One reflects the character of the Indians in America, while



suddenly became a desirable cultural resource. This change
also reflects on the Indian community in Israel. Thus, for
example, former residents of Cochin living in the failing
moshav [collective farm] decided to abandon agriculture and
embark instead on a tourism project based on the Israeli
experience in India. Cochin Land is planned as an
amusement park that will enable Israelis to recreate
“authentic” tourism experiences. Be that as it may, in the
popular cultural space, India does not constitute a construct
of the existing world, in and of itself.

These blind spots are also manifested in the diverse literary
works written about India in Hebrew. Many Israeli writers
have turned the trip to India into the central theme of their
work. First and foremost is the canonic novel Return to India
by author AB Yehoshua.® The plot woven by Yehoshua is
based on a quotation from the Bhagavad Gita, which
constitutes a central part of the major Indian epic poem,
The Mahabharata: “You are given the authority to act, but it
alone / and never its outcomes / the outcomes of your actions
must never lead you / but you must also not become addicted
to inaction (The Song of the Blessed, Chapter 2, Verse 45).
The quotation, which constitutes a motto for Yehoshua’s
book, refers to the various modes of being an active person
in the world.

However, despite the novel's salient qualities, India is
perceived in the book mainly as a spiritual arena and a basis
for forbidden romantic relations, but not as a political arena.
Later literature that was written about the Israeli-Indian
encounter also fails to address the complexity presented by
Yehoshua. Contemporary Hebrew literature, as Omri Herzog
claims (in this issue), perceives the reflection of its face in
the Indian mirror. Herzog notes the cultural blindness and
lack of reflectivity of Israeli writers who attempt to commit
the Indian experience to paper. Herzog claims that India’s
exotic power enables Israeli writers to cast a partial and
one-sided look at India. This look is structured by means of
basic premises that operate simultaneously: “mystification
of the autobiographical experience; imaginary access to
cultural otherness by means of tourism consumer activity;
and reification of people and places to negotiable esthetic
objects.” (ibid) The biographical experience of the Israeli
writers and the global consumer ethos that has taken over
the realm of tourism® drive the way in which India is written
about and overshadow the real India. It is important to note
that this disregard of contemporary India also extracts the
dark side of the subcontinent from Israeli prose: The rise of
nationalism, the poverty, the status of women, the rigid social
caste structure etc.

Another unique literary genre that has recently developed
in Israel is based on the experience of Israeli tourists who
were incarcerated in Indian prisons.™ This literature adopts
the code that was dictated by the intensive media coverage
of such cases in Israel.

Both the documentary narrative and the dialogue created
by the local media have committed to paper the narrative of
the denunciation and accusation directed against the Indian
legal system. At times this narrative ignores the criminal

offenses ostensibly committed by the tourists.! This message
defines the Indian legal system as a failed, arbitrary and
corrupt system, as compared with the Israeli legal and justice
systems, which are ostensibly pure and unsullied. This act
recreates the national rescue ethos, which developed along
with the phenomenon of Israeli backpacking. This ethos is
conducted in accordance with the basic premise that
countries that are not located in the west are countries devoid
of law and order, and therefore Israel has the obligation to
rescue its “prodigal sons” overseas at any price. It is not by
chance that such “prison literature” did not develop around
the experience of Israelis in prisons located in the west.
Casting such blame on the non-western world is based on a
narcissistic-Eurocentric perspective that is complimentary to
the “western” Israel and to Israeliness per se.
Ethnocentricity and militarism are also present in the
representations of India on the Israeli stage. This attitude is
manifested reflexively in the successful play, The Guide to
the Good Life, which was written and directed by Yael Ronen.
Ronen equates the Israeli trip experience in India with the
military existence taking place in the West Bank. The play
exposes the manner in which the patronizing and rude
attitude employed by Israeli soldiers in the Occupied
Territories is shifted to the civilian Indian space. The soldiers,
who have become backpackers, displace the code of
militaristic “comradeship” that unites the soldiers-tourists into
a single cohesive entity that is against the Other. The
displacement of these patterns to the “big trip” to India
establishes the Indians as a type of enemy. This diabolical
circle does not enable the backpackers to turn the “trip to
the east” into a reflexive moratorial space that exposes the
complex character of the Other.'? Continuing this trend,
researcher Gish Amit (in this issue) wonders when the Israeli
work will succeed in being written out of reflexive reading.
This type of reading will evaluate the manner in which Indian
culture is mediated in the western power field, and on the
multiple effects that the presence of India in the west
creates.”™

The spiritual dialogue, which accounts for a significant portion
of the New Age literature written in Israel, presents a similar
relationship with the Indian subcontinent. Spiritual discourse
and practice are booming in Israel. Thousands of Israelis
frequent festivals, workshops, yoga classes and encounters
with Indian gurus and monks. This widespread phenomenon
has made its mark on the spiritual culture that is being created
in Israel. These experiences are translated into Israeli
literature in two ways: One attempts to combine Judaism,
Hinduism and Buddhism into a singly hybrid entity, while the
other reduces the spiritual way into instrumental-utilitarian
practices.

Various spiritual books published recently in Israel attempt
to formulate the points of contact between Jewish culture in
Hindi and Buddhist culture. This holds true, for example, for
the collection of articles entitled From India to Here: Israelis
write about India and their Jewishness," which opens a
complex fan of interrelationships between various spiritual
phenomena. Another type of interreligious dialogue is the
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The Sterilized Otherness:

India in Israel, Israel in India

Dalya Markovich and Ktzia Alon

The complex cultural connection between India and Israel
has been given prominent expression in the Israeli cultural
field in recent years. The intensive cultural dynamic between
Israel and India has many phenomena, and recently many
books by Indian authors have been translated into Hebrew.
No small number of works have met with considerable
popularity and become bestsellers, positioning their Indian
authors within the local cultural tissue. At the same time, in
recent years India has become a part of Israeli literary works
in many and varied ways. These writings, as they appear in
prose, reference books, plays and even newspaper reporting,
will be the focus of this essay."

The tremendous creative outpouring linking India and Israel
has given rise to a number of key questions: What are the
mechanisms of acceptance of India in Israel? What is the
unique voice signature that Indian culture is creating in the
Israeli experience? And what new horizons is it spreading
before the Israeli reader?

Two principal channels enable the consumption of India in
Israel: Tourism and spiritualism. We claim that these
channels, as well as the manner of consumption of Indian
and Anglo-Indian literature in Israel are sterilizing the Indian
experience from the profound political dimension inherent
in it, and are mediating the Indian culture, mainly as a noisy
exotic tissue of sounds, odors and colors.

The Israeli visit to India is made possible by means of two
central subject positions: The local ethnocentric perspective
and the spiritual — western perspective. The acceptance
mechanism of India in Israel is anchored in the actual
backpacking trek to the subcontinent that many Israelis take.2
According to Daria Maoz,? the Israeli tourists represent all
age groups: Young people going on a journey of passage
upon completion of their military service, young people in
their late twenties who are facing fateful decisions in their
lives, people in “midlife” (aged 40-50) who want to bring
restore a little bit of adventure to their lives, and middle-
aged tourists who want to prove their capability, power and
confidence. The actual journey into the subcontinent imbues
the Indian experience with cultural and symbolic implications
alike. The Israeli backpacker’s journey of passage appears
in many local works in the domains of literature, poetry and
drama. The Israeli backpacker who commits his experiences
to paper describes the Indian experience as a “must have”
item in the standard biography that characterizes “normative
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Israeliness.” Idit Heichal* called the Israeli
experience in India “traveling localism.” This
name hints at the ways in which ethnocentric
Israeli culture colors the Indian experience.
The average Israeli backpacker brings his
local Israeli culture with him to India and
doesn’t invest much effort to acquire an in-
depth knowledge of the local Indian culture.
Nachi Alon® even claims that Israeli
backpackers recreate the patterns of
militaristic masculine fraternity that were
instilled in them in the framework of their
military service. This is how the famous
Indian writer Pankaj Mishra describes them in his novel, The
Romantics:® “In more prominent numbers the tourists were
devoid of any spiritual ambitions, American adolescents and
the suntanned young Israelis, recently discharged from their
compulsory army service, who would congregate in the late
evenings in the filthy video shack run by elegantly dressed
young Tibetans in shiny jackets and earrings” (Page 208 of
the Hebrew edition).

The imposition of Israeli travel patterns on the Indian space
does not enable genuine contact with the Otherness.” As a
direct result of this, the weak contact with Indian culture does
not find prominent expression in the ways in which India is
imported into Israel. The Israeli space is scattered with
various “Indian” phenomena: Indian restaurants, “Indian
festivals,” Indian music and more. However, most of the
Indian products sold in Israel are not authentic products.
Many backpackers choose to move the Indian experience
to Israel, i.e. that selfsame tourist hybrid that they themselves
created during their trip to India. This alternative makes its
presence felt in many ways. Thus, for example, restaurants
that are created by Israeli backpackers who settled in India
for Israeli backpackers who frequent India (restaurants that
are light years away from the authentic Indian standard) are
reproduced in the Israeli space. In other words, the Israeli
restaurant in Israel emulates the Israeli restaurant in India.
This is a quotation of a quotation of a quotation; a simulacrum
that has long lost the source. A similar trend is also taking
place in the domain of attire. The clothing perceived as
“Indian” actually reproduces the variation on tradition Indian
clothing that western esthetics have created. Such are the
psychedelic sharwals [loose-fitting cotton pants with elastic
waistbands] that come from western drug culture which
developed in the Far East, the sheer and scanty tank tops
etc.

It should be noted that there is an authentic Indian Jewish
community in Israel, which emigrated in the 1950s, mainly
from Bombay and Cochin. The Indian community settled
mainly in the poor city of Ramla and in remote areas of the
Negev — the poor southern desert region of the State of Israel.
The Indian immigrants were labeled as “Orientals” in Israel,
i.e. those who emigrated from undeveloped countries. This
image adhered to them for many years. However, from the
moment a trip to the Orient was adopted as a widespread
practice among the middle class, the indicator — India —
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