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Thamnophis sauritus (Linnaeus)
EasteMl ribbon snake

Coluber saurita Linnaeus, 1766:385. Type-locality, "Carolina."
The holotype is presumed lost. Neotype (designated by
Schmidt and Conant, 1956-57), Field Mus. Nat. Hist.
73119, adult female collected 15 miles NNE Charleston,
Berkeley County, South Carolina, by John Quinby on
20 July 1953.

Natrix saurita: Merrem, 1820:122.
Tropidonotus saurita: Boie, 1827: 535.
Leptophis sauritus: Holbrook, 1842:21.
Thamnophis saurita: Fitzinger, 1843:26. [by implication]
Eutainia saurita: Baird and Girard, 1853:24.
Eutaenia saurita: Kennicott, 1859:98.
Eutaenia sackenii Kennicott, 1859:98. Type-locality, "F1orida."

Restricted to Gainesville, Alachua County, Florida by
Schmidt (1953). The holotype, collected by Baron Osten
Sacken and originally deposited in the collection of North
western University, is presumed lost.

Prymnomiodon chalceus Cope, 1860:558. Type-locality, "Siam"
(in error). Holotype, Acad. Nat. Sci. Philadelphia 5826,
subadult male collected by Ruschenberger (examined by
author) . This name was mistakenly associated with the
western ribbon snake by Dunn (1940); the situation was
clarified by Rossman (1961).

Eutaenia sackeni: Davis and Rice, 1883:39.
Thamnophis sackenii: Loennberg, 1894:329.
Thamnophis sauritus: Stone, 1906:164.
Thamnophis sackeni: Deckert, 1918:31.
Thamnophis sirtalis: Klauber, 1948:9. (See Remarks)

• CONTENT.Four subspecies are recognized: sauritus, nitae,
sackenii, and septentrionalis.

• DEFINITION. A moderately large, long-tailed member of
the genus Thamnophis characterized by: 19-19-17 dorsal scale
rows; a single preocular; 7 or 8 supralabials, the 3rd and 4th
or 4th and 5th, respectively, entering the orbit; 143 to 177
ventrals; 94 to 136 subcaudals; lateral stripe on dorsal scale
rows 3 and 4 (row 2 is occasionally involved); labials and
ventrals without black markings; dark ventrolateral stripe
always present and broad; parietal spots frequently lacking,
when present they are small and rarely in contact or brightly
colored; hemipenes short, extending to the 8th subcaudal
when inverted; teeth numerous, averaging about 30 to each
maxilla, 37 to each dentary, 21 to each palatine, and 34 to
each pterygoid.

• DESCRIPTIONS.Rossman (1963) provided detailed de
scriptions of external morphology, color pattern, proportions,
dentition, and hemipenes, including the individual, geographic,
sexual, and ontogenetic variation of each, where applicable. He
also furnished descriptions of all four subspecies.

• ILLUSTRATIONS.A drawing of the head appears in Rossman
(1963). A colored illustration of T. s. sackenii has been
published (Conant, 1958), as well as photographs of T. s.
sauritus (McCauley, 1945; Conant, 1947), T. s. sackenii (Carr
and Goin, 1955; Wright and Wright, 1957), and T. s. septen
trionalis (Conant, 1938; Wright and Wright, 1957).

• DISTRIBUTION.From southern Ontario and southern Maine
southward east of the Mississippi River to the F10rida Keys
and to the northern side of Lake Pontchartrain in Louisiana.
An isolated colony occurs in central Nova Scotia, and perhaps
another in northeastern Wisconsin. The species apparently is
rare in much of the interior of eastern United States.

• FOSSILRECORD.None.

• PERTINENTLITERATURE.The most recent taxonomic re
vision was that by Rossman (1963), who also reviewed habitat
and food preferences, reproduction, and parasites. Cope (1892),
Brown (1904), and Ruthven (1908) provided diagrams of
possible phylogenetic position. Carpenter (1952a, 1952b, 1953)
has given the most comprehensive accounts of ecology and
life history.

• REMARKS. Klauber (1948) demonstrated that Linnaeus's
description of Coluber sirtalis does not fit the common garter
snake, and that the name probably should he applied to the
eastern ribbon snake. For several years some authors followed
Klauber; others did not. The resulting confusion led to a
request that the International Commission of Zoological
Nomenclature conserve the pre-Klauber nomenclature in the
interest of stability. The Commission complied and neotypes
were subsequently designated (Schmidt and Conant, 1956-57).

• ETYMOLOGY.The specific name sauritus is New Latin,
meaning lizardlike. The sub specific names are derived as
follows: septentrionalis, from the Latin septentrionalis, of the
north; sackenii, named for Baron Osten Sacken who collected
the holotype; nitae, honors Nita J. Rossman who collected
part of the type series.

1. Thamnophis sauritus sauritus (Linnaeus)

Coluber saurita Linnaeus. See species account.
Thamnophis sauritus sauritus: Ruthven, 1908:122. [by impli

cation]
Thamnophis sirtalis sirtalis: Klauber, 1948:9. (See Remarks)

• DEFINITION. A subspecies of Thamnophis sauritus char
acterized by 7 supralabials, a reddish-brown dorsum, a golden
yellow vertebral stripe, and a relatively long tail.

MAP. The solid circles mark type localities; open circles
indicate other records. Areas of intergradation are heavily
shaded.



2. Thamnophis sauritus septentrionalis
Ros8man

Thamrwphis sauritus septentrionalis Rossman, 1963:159. Type
locality, "Michigan Hollow, near Ithaca, Tompkins County,
New York." Holotype, Univ. Florida 12179.2, adult female
collected by J. A. Bartley on 20 May 1959.

• DEFINITION. A subspecies of Thamnophis sauritus char
acterized by 7 supralabials, a velvety black or dark brown
dorsum, a yellow vertebral stripe often overlaid with brown
pigment, and a relatively short tail.

3. Thamnophis sauritus sackenii (Kennicott)
Eutaenia sackenii Kennicott. See species account.
Thamnophis saurita var. sackenii: Dumeril & Bocourt, 1893:

759.
Thamnophis sauritus sackeni: Ruthven, 1908:107.
Thamnophis sauritus sackenii: Blanchard,1925:18.
Thamnophis sirtalis sackenii: Klauber, 1948:9. (See Remarks).

• DEFINITION. A subspecies of Thamnophis sauritus char
acterized by 8 supralabials, a tan to brown dorsum, a tan
vertebral stripe often with a metallic luster, a narrow lateral
stripe, and a relatively long tail.

4. Thamnophis sauritus nitae R088man

Thamnophis sauritus nitae Rossman, 1963:163. Type-locality,
"McDonald Slough, St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge,
Wakulla County, Florida." Holotype, Univ. Florida 12150.2,
adult female collected by N. J. and D. A. Rossman on
16 May 1959.

• DEFINITION. A subspecies of Thamrwphis sauritus char
acterized by 8 supralabials, a dark brown or black dorsum on
at least the anterior part of the body, the vertebral stripe
obscure or absent, a bluish-white or light blue lateral stripe,
and a relatively long tail.

COMMENT

The zones of intergradation between the various subspecies
require precise definition. The ecological relationships of
Thamnophis sauritus and T. proximus where their ranges are
contiguous or overlap warrant careful investigation.
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