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McCranie, J.R and L.D. Wilson. 1932. Rbadinaeagodmani 

Rbadinaea godmanf (Giinther) 

Dmmicur CodmanniGOnther, 1865:94 (misspelling of godmanifule 
Myers, 1974:122).Type-locality, 'Duexias (Guatemala) [Depana- 
mento de Sacatep6quezl." Lectotype, British Museum (Natural 
History)(BMNH) 1946.1.9.17,anadult male collected by Osben 
Salvin and Frederick DuCane Godman, date of collection not 
given, designated by Myers, 1974:122-123 (not examined by au- 
thors). 

fibadinaea]. godmanii: Cope, 1875:139 (the specific name was con- 
sidered an uniustified emendation, fide Myers, 1974122). . . 

D[mminr?. god&nii: Cope, 1875139. - 
Henicognatbuc Godmanii: Bocourt, 1886:631. 
Rbadinueagodmani:Cope, 1887:80 (first actual usage of this combi- 

nation, but the specific name was considered a misspelling by 
Myers, 1974:122,130). 

Heniconnutbus ~odmani: Boulenger, 1887:16. 
~omnek~od-ni:Giinther, 1891:110 (considered by Myers, 1974: 

122.130, to be the fust justified emendationofthe original spell- 
ing bf the specific name; however, this distinction be- 
longs to Boulenger, 1887, if the earlier spellings are unjustified 
emendations, as believed by Myers, 1974:122, 130). 

Rbadinaea godmani: Boulenger, 1894:179 (considered by Myers, 
1974:122, as the first accepted correction of the originalspelling - - -  
used in this combinationj. 

Liopbisgodmani: Amaral, 1930: 172. 
RbadinaeazilcbiMertens, 1952a:92.1Srpe-locality, "Uferder Laguna 

de las Ninfas (- Laguna de Apaneca), Vulkan de La Lagunita 
1630 mH., Dept. Sonsonate, El Salvador." Holotype, Natur-Mu- 
seum und Forxhungs-Institut Senckenberg (SMF) 43175, an 
adult male collected by Adolf Zilch on 7 September 1951 (not 

n examined by authors). 
Rbadinaeagodmani zilcbi: Menens, 1952b:134. 
IRbadinaeagodmanigodmanrI: Mertens, 1952b:134 (by inference). 
Rbadinaea altamontana Taylor, 1954:740. Type-locality, 'at the 

edge of the Costa Rican National Forest Reserve, Pan-American 
Highway, Talamanca Range, [Province Cartago], Costa Rica. El- 
evation between 7000-8000 ft." Holorype, University of Kansas 
Museumof Natural History NU) 30962, an adult male collected 

I I 1 
Map. The large open circle marks the type-locality; solid circles 
indicate other records, some of which may represent more than one 
locality. 

by Edward H. Taylor and Jack Reark in August 1951 (Duellman 
and Berg, 1%2:203) (not examined by authors). 

Rbadinaea al&amontanur: Taylor, 1954:679 (lapcus). 
Rbadinaea binfordiRossman, 1965:4.l'jp4ocality, 'from cloud for- 

est (4,900 feet) 12 air mi. NNE Zanatepec, Oaxaca." Holotype, 
Louisiana State University Museum of Zoology (LSUMZ) 7565, 
anadult femalecollected by L.C. Binford on 3April1964 (not ex- 
amined by authors). 

Content. The species is monotypic. 

DeBnlbion. Rbadinaeagodmani is a medium-small species 
(males to 568 mrnTL, females to 544 mm) ofthegodmanigroup with 
21 smooth dorsal scale rows throughout the body. The body pattern 
is highly geographically variable. The ground color is pale brown to 
brown to N S ~  red and is transversed by varying patterns of striping. 

t . 
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Figure 1. Rbadinaeagodmani (KU 219983) from Honduras: Departamento de Yoro; 2.5 airline km NNE La Fonuna. 



A dark middorsal stripe is present, which in some instances may 
overlap onto the paravertebral rows and in others may be diffuse and/ 
or disjunct. A dark lateral stripe or line is generally present. The 
position and width of this marking varies slightly. If the lateral stripe 
is present, it at least occurs on some portionof row 5 and may extend 
through row 4 onto the upper portion of row 3. In some specimens, 
supplementary lines may be present in the lateral andlor dorsolateral 
fields. The venter is usually bright golden yellow, paler in juveniles. 
The head is dark brown or rust red dorsally, with or without a pair of 
pale parietal dots. A pale tan to yellow collar is usually present 
immediately behind the head, but may be broken into spots by 
intrusion of the middorsal dark stripe and perhaps other lateral lines. 
An  oblique, black-bordered pale bar is usually present, extending 
posteriorly fromthe eye to the comer of the mouth. The chin is white 
to pale yellow. Scale counts are 7-9 (usually 8) supralabials, 1 
preocular(rarely 2),2postoculars (rarely l),andusually 1+2temporals. 
Ventrals and subcaudals range from 156-186 (156-177 in males, 168  
186 in females) and 71 to 95 (78.95 in males, 71-81 in females), 
respectively. 

Diagnosis. Rbadinaeagodmani can be distinguished from 
allother members ofthe genus inhaving 21 scale rowsthroughoutthe 
body. Confusion arises only with some specimens of the closely- 
related R bempsteadae, inwhicha few specimens have 21 scale rows 
at midbody (but 19 at the neck and vent, as usually is the case 
throughout the body in this species). A Mexican specimen of R 
godmanihas 19-21-17 scale rows (Myers, 1974). See Pertinent Litera- 
ture for further comments on the hempsteadaegodmani relation- 
ships. 

Descriptions. Myers (1974) provided a detailed description 
of the scutellation, color pattern, maxillary teeth, and hemipenis, 
includiiggeographicalvariation ineachofthesecharacters, basedon 
48 specimens examined. Wilson et al. (1986) describedthescutellation 
of and further color patern variation in six additional specimens; the 
scalation data on these specimens also were included by Wilson and 
Meyer (1985) in thei  description of the species. Mertens (1952a, 
1952~) described the scutellation and color pattern in two specimens 
not examined by Myers (1974). 

Ill~~trations. Myers (1974) presented a photograph of an 
adult female with her freshly-laid eggs, and Mertens (1952~) included 
a photographof the holotype of R zilchi Myers (1974) also included 
photographs of the head and neck of two specimens, six drawings 
showing middorsal patternvariation, and adrawingof the hemipenis. 
Rossman (1965) provided a photograph of the head and neck of the 
holotype of R binfordi Giinther (1893) included drawings of the 
entire body and a dorsal view of the head and neck of one of the 
syntypes. Bocourt (1886) and Taylor (1954) presented drawings of 
the dorsal, lateral, and ventral views of the head and neck (Taylor's 
drawings represent the holotype of R. altamontana). Stuart and 
Bailey (1941) included an erroneous diagrammatic representation of 
the dorsal pattern (the dark lateral stripe is shown to occupy the 
wrong scale rows). 

Distribution. Rbadinaeagodmani occurs in disjunct mon- 
tane habitats from southeastern Oaxaca, Mexico, to western P a n a d  
from 1000-2650 m. The specks occurs principally in pine-oak forests 
within the Premontane Moist Forest formation (- Subtropical Moist 
Forest formation of Holdridge, 1967) and cloud forests within the 
Lower Montane Wet Forest and Lower Montane Moist Forest foma- 
tions of Holdridge (1967) in the north and in humid lower montane 
and premontane seasonal forests in Costa Rica and Panad .  The 
species has been collected from underneath logs, boards, oak and 
pine trimmings, and rocks (Myers, 1974; Slevin, 1939; Stuart, 1951; 
Taylor, 19%; Uzzeli and Starrett, 1958). Most of the 15 Honduran 
specimens taken by us were found underneath logs. A single speci- 
men was also found in each of the following situations: underneath 
a rock Wilson and Meyer, 1972), underneath a mat of pine needles, 
and crossing a dirt road at dusk. 

Fossil Record. None. 

Pertinent Uterature. Myers (1974) formally synonymized 
R. altamontanaTaylor of Costa Rica, R. binfordiRossman of south- 
ern Mexico, and R. zilchiMertens of El Salvador with the Guatemalan 
R. godmaniGiinther, and presentedathoroughreview of thespecies. 
Wilsonand Meyer (1972) reported the first Honduran specimens and 

suggested that altamontana and zilchi were synonymous with 
godmani. Scott (1969) also had implied that altamontana was 
synonymous with godmani by including only the latter in the snake 
fauna of Costa Rica. Mertens (1952~) pointed out that the so-called 
color pattern difference he used (1952a) to distinguish zilchi from 
godmaniwere not valid, because they were based on erroneous data 
on godmani taken from Stuart and Bailey (1941). Also, the R. 
setperasterwith 21 scale rows referred to by Stuart and Bailey (1941) 
are actually R godmani, as are the specimens identified asserpemster 
by Dunn (1947). Myers (1974) discussed the relationships of the 
species within the godmani group, and Campbell (1982) presented 
a cladogram hypothesizing the species relationships within the 
group. Wilson et al. (1986) presented data that they felt showedthat 
R bemptfeadaemight be conspecific with R. godmani, a possibility 
previously discussed by Myers(1974).Keystodistinguish R. godmani 
from the remaining members of the snake fauna of the countries 
indicated are in: Mertens (1952~ -El Salvador); Savage and Villa (1986 
- Costa Rica); Stuart (1963 - Guatemala); Wilson and Meyer (1985 - 
Honduras). Myers (1974) summarized the available ecological infor- 
mation, and Campbell (1982 - Sierra de las Minas of Guatemala), 
Johnson (1989 - Nuclear Central American portion of Mexico), and 
Wilson and Meyer (1985 - Honduras) discussed the vegetational 
formations in which the species occurs in thei  respective areas of 
research. Campbell and Vannini (1989) indicated the distribution of 
the species by faunal areas in Guatemala. Wilson et al. (1979) cited 
two localities where R. godmaniis known to occur syntopically with 
two other members of the godmani group. Villa et al. (1988) listed 
some of the pertinent literature, and Smith and Smith (1976) the few 
Mexican references and a few others from adjacent countries. 
McDowell (1986) and Miller (1968) presented information on the 
structure of the rictal gland and cochlear duct, respectively. Villa 
(1983) used the common name Lagartijerita de Godman (Godman's 
Little Lizard Hunter) for the species. 

Remarks. Nothing has been published on the food habits of 
this species. A single insect pupa and a snake or lizard egg were 
removed fromthe stomachsoftwo Honduranspecimens (KU 209344 
and KU 214786, respectively). Another Honduran specimen (KU 
219983) readily fed on Eleutberodactylus planimstris (Cope) in m 
captivity. 

Data from six recently-collected Honduran specimens are also 
included in the Definition section. These are KU 214783 from Cerro 
Cantagallo, 1840 m, Departamentode FranciscoMorazAn; KU 209344 
from Cerro Uyuca, 1900 m, Departamento de Francisco Morazdn; KU 
214784,214786-87, fromzacate Blanco, 2150-2160 m, Departamento 
de IntibucP; and KU 213383 from 2.5 airline km NNE La Fortuna, 1760 
m, Departamento de Yoro. Another recently collected specimen is 
UniversidadNacionalAut6noma de Honduras (UNAH) 2717 from 1.6 
km N Cerro San Juanillo, 1980 m, Departamento de Comayagua, 
Honduras. 

Etymology. The specific name honors Frederick DuCane 
Godman, one of the collectors of the type series. 
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